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Our second session, as mentioned is the Doctrinal Weakness of the Emerging Church.  

Now just a recap a little bit that the Emerging Church is the latest form of heretical teach-

ing that is to infect and afflict the Church of Jesus Christ.  This is nothing new.  Most of 

the New Testament letters were, in fact, written to combat heresy and false teaching that 

comes in to the New Testament Church.   

 

So we are considering this false movement, the Emerging or Emergent Church because 

we are told to earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints,
1
 

that we are set for the defence of the gospel
2
 and that God has committed into our hands 

the truth of Jesus Christ.  And we have such a thing as truth.   

 

We saw that the Emerging Church has embraced the culture that we live in, the Postmod-

ern culture which tells us there is no such thing as truth, that there can’t be any such thing 

as truth because we found that the Premodern age has failed, Modernism has failed to sat-

isfy man’s deepest needs and longing. And therefore now we come into an age of Post-

modernism where man basically says there really is no such thing as truth. What he does 

say is that we each make our own truth.  So in other words, what we decide is truth is, in 

fact, truth.  And one culture can have its own definition of truth and within the framework 

of that culture, accept what is true because it defines it to be so. Whereas another culture 

can have something which is totally opposite and contradictory, but nevertheless it could 

be true because they say it is true. 

 

Nevertheless, as Bible believing Christians we believe that God has given us absolute 

truth. We deny what the Postmodern age tells us, that there is no such thing as truth. We 

say there is and we say not only so, but there is such a thing as absolute truth because 

God has revealed such to us in his Word the Bible. 

 

You will often find that those who are involved with the Emerging, Emergent Church is 

that they describe themselves as being on a journey. They are on a journey and like any 

journey, I suppose, it is exciting.   

 

If we were all going out on an outing we would say, “Well, it is a nice day. I am looking 

forward to going out on a journey and we set off on our journey,” which is why people 

often go on holidays.  

                                                 
1
 See Jude 3 

2
 See Philippians 1:17 
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But it will add a bit more excitement to our journey if we don’t know we are going.  It is 

a mystery, too. And people go on mystery tours. Pay whatever it is, you don’t know 

where you are going.  And it adds a bit more excitement to the journey. 

 

Well, this is the journey of the Emergent Church.  People like Brian McLaren tell us that 

they are on a journey, that they are on a quest for something, that they are searching. And 

no wonder he is fully of smiles and excitement telling us something new is happening. He 

is telling us it is something being born and it is so exciting and it heartily excite all of us 

who will get caught along in the flood of heresy and false teaching as they are emerging.  

 

Now I want to say, first of all, that there is such a thing as truth.  And I kept this part out 

of my paper because it would have gone on too long, but just a few verses from Scripture 

that the Bible is something that tells us that truth is not only such a thing as truth, but the 

Bible clearly tells us that truth can be known, that truth can be experienced, that truth can 

be entered into, truth can be understood.   

 

We mentioned Christine Bell, the wife of Rob Bell who seemed to be full of amazing ex-

citement and life has become big again for us because she now can no longer understand 

the Bible.  Well, I would find that a rather depressing experience, not something to de-

light in, not something to be happy about. I would be depressed. But she is excited be-

cause the Bible now is so such a great puzzle to her.  

 

And yet the Bible presents to us that there is such a thing as truth.  We find that the Scrip-

tures tell us there in the book of the Exodus 34 verse 6, “And the LORD passed by before 

him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 

and abundant in goodness and truth.”
3
  They like to tell us and they like to be big on 

goodness and doing good to your fellow man and bringing in the kingdom, but they are 

not so hot on such a thing as truth.  And yet God tells us that he is not just a God who is 

full of goodness, but wrapped up in that goodness is that he is a God of goodness and 

truth. He is a God who can be known. He appeared there to Moses.  He revealed himself 

to Moses. There because he is so holy Moses there only saw the back parts of God.   

 

We are familiar with the case there of Elijah and the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this 

I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is 

truth.”
4
  But we can’t say that with the Emergent Church leaders because they say them-

selves that they don’t know what truth is.  They are seeking it out. They are on a journey. 

They are on a mystical experience. 

 

Well, as the Bible believing Christian says, “I know what truth is because God is truth.”  

And, of course, Christ himself said, didn’t he, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
5
 

 

                                                 
3
 Exodus 34:6 

4
 1 Kings 17:24 

5
 John 14:6 
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The Psalmist can tell me, “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my 

salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.”
6
 Lead me in thy truth.   The Emerging Church 

has no such thing as truth, doesn’t understand truth, doesn’t know what it is.   

 

But we could turn from page to page in the Bible where it is full of the word of truth, not 

a mystery, not a puzzle book, not that which perplexes man so much so that he cannot see 

or understand the ways of God.   

 

Proverbs, of course.  There in Proverbs 16 and verse 6, “By mercy and truth iniquity is 

purged.  By mercy and truth iniquity is purged.”
7
  They don’t have truth.  They don’t 

have a Savior. They don’t have one who will take away man’s sins and saves them from 

them.   

 

Then there is the New Testament that will establish for us that as Bible believing Chris-

tians we can say that we have truth and that the Bible brings us truth and that truth is 

plainly to be understood.  There in Matthew 22 and there at verse 16,” And they sent out 

unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, 

and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man.”
8
  Even there the 

Pharisees knew that there was such a thing as truth.   

 

And the gospel itself, the very gospel is that which John reminds us is, indeed, a gospel 

that is not devoid of truth, it is not a gospel that has no real meaning to it. It is not a gos-

pel whereby we will seek him, the real Jesus. For there we read, “And the Word was 

made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot-

ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
9
   

 

We are called, of course, to be those who worship in spirit and truth.  There Christ, there 

at the well, with the woman there at Samaria.  “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 

must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
10

  They like to tell us that there is such a thing as 

Spirit and they are seeking the Spirit, but there is no truth associated with them.   

 

John the Baptist bore witness to the truth. There, the forerunner of Jesus Christ bears wit-

ness and testimony that there is such a thing as truth. “Ye sent unto John, and he bare 

witness unto the truth.”
11

  

 

We find that Christ himself said that the truth would set men free.
12

 

 

You will notice some of the language that they use in the Emergent Church, that they are 

seeking something, that they are on a quest for something. The Christian who is in Jesus 

Christ—of course, if you are a Christian you are in Jesus Christ, if you are not you are 

                                                 
6
 Psalm 25:5 

7
 Proverbs 16:6 

8
 Matthew 22:16 

9
 John 1:14 
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outside of him—but we find that the Christian is someone who has found the truth.  The 

Christian is someone who has been liberated by the gospel of truth.  And the Emerging 

Church is seeking a mop up exercise. That is what it is.  All those who have been dis-

gruntled with the seeker sensitive movement and Willow Creek and Bill Hybles and all 

that lot who have now admitted that their approach has failed—people have been saying 

that for years, but, of course, to draw in a crowd became the all important thing—now 

they realize that the truth hasn’t or the truth is going to them or maybe not going to them, 

that it has failed to produce what they had hoped.  And you will find that there will be 

people who will leave the charismatic movement disillusioned with its phoniness and the 

seeker sensitive movement, disillusioned and they will be looking for something. 

 

Why?  Because they have never found the Jesus of the Bible. And as they are looking for 

something this Emerging Church will come along and it will mop up. It will be a mop-

ping up exercise of drawing all the disgruntled and McLaren is after those in his march 

that it is now taking place in 11 states of America.  This “All things must change” march. 

He is looking for those who are disappointed with doing church traditional way.  He real-

izes maybe he is one of them, disgruntled with these things because they have had a false 

blend of Christianity.  And as a result we find that there will be those who will be sucked 

into this Emerging Church with all its mysticism and all its seeking after truth because, of 

course, people will be disappointed. They have had this charismatic, phony sense of 

Christianity. They have had this weak sham, seeker sensitive Christianity. It has disap-

pointed and now they are looking for something else.  The Emerging Church will give 

them the satisfaction, the buzz that they are seeking, but it is another false gospel.  

 

For the real Christian in Jesus Christ, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.”
13

  So the Christian knows truth. The Postmodern culture tells us you 

cannot know truth. The Emergent Church has bought into that culture and therefore 

doesn’t see, cannot know truth.  

 

The Christian says that truth cannot just be known, but it is a truth that has set me free.   

 

Christ did accuse those of his day of not abiding in the truth.  He accused those false ones 

of not abiding in truth.  “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 

will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth.”
14

  So when 

they tell us there is no such thing as truth, that it is whatever you make it to be, our Lord 

and Savior has said there is such a thing as truth and there are those who are not abiding 

in that truth.   

 

The wrath of God, of course, is against those Paul tells us in writing the Romans. “For the 

wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.”
15

  Who suppress the truth, who hold down 

the truth in unrighteousness.  So God and God’s hand is against those who suppress that 

                                                 
13

 John 8:32 
14

 John 8:44 
15

 Romans 1:18 
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truth and tell us there is no such thing as truth. “They have changed,” Paul tells us, “the 

truth of God into a lie.”
16

   

 

Paul can go on and tell us that love rejoices in the truth,
17

 1 Corinthians chapter 13.  Paul, 

of course, was a man who not only knew truth, but he proclaimed the truth as well. He 

proclaimed the truth of the gospel. That is why the apostle Paul was able to suffer so 

much.  

 

Why? Because he was seeking truth.  No.  Paul could say in 2 Corinthians six verse 

seven, “By the word of truth, by the power of God...”
18

  The word of truth.    

 

Paul says in Ephesians 4:15, “But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 

things...even Christ.”
19

 

 

Paul is set, of course, as we have mentioned a few times, “for the defence of the gos-

pel.”
20

  How can you defend something that is not true? 

 

James tells us concerning the wisdom that is from above, that it is first of all pure, then 

peaceable.
21

  Now the Emerging Church tells us you cannot know really truth.  

 

John Carson writes, “For almost everyone within the movement this works out in an em-

phasis on feeling and affections over against linear thought and rationality, on experience 

over against truth.”  He is not the easiest to read, but I trust you know what he is on 

about.  This is why you will find people caught up in the Emergent Church not rejoicing 

in having found the truth, but rather, as we have said, on a journey.    And this uncertainty 

and searching is riddled through their writings and their talks. 

 

Garry Gilley who has written an excellent book, two excellent books says this. “The 

Emerging Church is a movement in search of an experience, not the truth.”  They seem to 

have little realization that an experience based on anything is a mirage. The Emergent 

Church is a movement that is in bondage to its own imagination, not one held captive to 

the truth of God. This searching for meaning and experience, of course, has led them as 

we saw into all forms of mysticism and heresy.   

 

In spite of the claims to the contrary the Emerging Church has a very low view of Scrip-

ture.  It has a low view and understanding of truth.  Its basis is not the Bible itself. It 

plays soft and loose with the Scriptures. 

 

Southern Baptist theologian Al Mueller says, “The worldview of Postmodernism, com-

plete with an epistemology that denies the possibility of or need for prepositional truth 
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 See 1 Corinthians 13:6 
18
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19
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affords the movement an opportunity to hop, skip and jump throughout the Bible and the 

history of Christian thought in order to take whatever pieces they want from one theology 

and attach them like doctrinal post-it notes to whatever picture they want to draw.”   

 

So you can believe anything you like. For the Emergent leader truth is not the issue, nei-

ther what you might think of Jesus. And he certainly is not the only way according to 

Emergent Church.  He may be the best and they might like you to join them and him, but 

it is not necessary.   

 

Brian McLaren, one of the leading movements and architects we have seen, says this,  

“Although I don’t hope all Buddhists will become,” then in inverted commas he puts, “ 

“‘cultural Christians,’ I do hope all who feel so called will become Buddhist followers of 

Jesus I believe they should be given that opportunity and invitation.  I don’t hope all Jews 

or Hindus will become members of the Christian religion, but I do hope all who feel so 

called will become Jews or Hindu followers of Jesus.” 

 

That is a complete denial, isn’t it, of the exclusivity of the gospel and the claims of Jesus 

Christ.  That is astonishing.  But your Christian bookstores will become full and become 

fuller with this type of material and books that are being sold and it will start to sweep 

our lives.  Men who will claim to be Christians and deny the very central message and 

person of the gospel itself.  Those who saw feel called.  When Christ himself said, “Ex-

cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
22

  When Christ himself said, “I am the way, 

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”
23

  When the early 

Church preached, lived and died for, “For is none other name under heaven given among 

men, whereby we must be saved.”
24

  McLaren and his lot deny the very gospel.  Much of 

what Christians believe to have been central to the faith we are now told is wrong.   

 

Some of the doctrines denied—and we can’t deal with them all—but that they deny and 

dismiss are as follows.  They deny the doctrine of original sin. They deny the doctrine of 

original sin.   

 

[?] earlier for they thought of sin.  Well, McLaren says, “The Church latched on to that 

old doctrine of original sin like a dog to a stick.  And before you knew it the gospel got 

twisted around it.  Instead of being God’s big measure of saving love for the whole 

world, the gospel became a little bit of secret information on how to solve the pesky legal 

problem of original sin.”  Not right, of course, but denial. He will, of course, have a prob-

lem with the fall of our first parents Adam and Eve. He goes on to say, “Many of us have 

grown uneasy with this understanding of the fall and with it an exaggerated understand-

ing of the doctrine of original sin. We are suspicious that it has become a kind of Western 

Neo-Platonic invasive spacious that ravages the harmonious balance inherent in the en-

dearing Jewish conception of creation as God’s will,” whatever he means there.  

 

                                                 
22

 Luke 13:3 
23

 John 14:6 
24

 Acts 4:12 
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But, you see, McLaren has the problem of original sin. And yet the psalmist can say there 

in Psalm 51, there in his Psalm of lament and his Psalm of confession to God, the psalm-

ist pours out his complaint before God and his penitent heart as he laments over his sin. 

He can say, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me, in 

sin did my mother conceive me.”
25

  And that’s the psalmist.  The writer of the Psalms, the 

man who feared God, the man after God’s own heart and yet he can say, “I was born in 

sin and shapen in iniquity,” and in sin did his mother conceive him.  Right from the 

womb he was born to be a sinner. 

 

The Word of God says that, “The scripture hath concluded all under sin.”
26

 All under sin, 

man is born in sin, shapen in iniquity, he is born under the wrath of a holy God. The Bi-

ble clearly says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
27

 Paul, in 

quoting the psalmist: 

 

There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.   

They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; 

there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
28

 

 

You wonder what McLaren is doing?  He hates these things.  Of course he has to deal 

with that. He has to get rid of original sin because he doesn’t like the rest of the doctrines 

he reads over in the Bible. He had to get rid of the doctrine of original sin, that man is 

under the wrath of a holy God.   

 

Paul can say, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 

us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”
29

  Well, if he goes wrong 

on the doctrine of original sin, then he is obviously going to go wrong elsewhere.   

 

The Emerging Church is wrong on its doctrine of original sin, which it is, as if the church 

has latched onto something and taken it out of context.  Then we have...then we are going 

to go wrong on the atonement, in which they are wrong there as well.   

 

If man is not born in sin, shapen in iniquity, born under the wrath of God...doesn’t Paul 

say, “For the wages of sin is death?”
30

 That’s why we all die.  Maybe McLaren won’t die. 

Maybe he will live on and on and be the first one.  

 

There is simple evidence that man is born an original sinner. If he is not born an original 

sinner, well, death certainly would not strike anybody at birth.  Yet we know the whole 

world is under the wrath of God. Everything dies as a result and a penalty of sin. But the 

Emerging Church has gone wrong on the doctrine of the substitutionary atoning work of 

Jesus Christ. 

                                                 
25

 Psalm 51:5 
26
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27
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28
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29
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30
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Listen to what McLaren says and the other heretical preacher Steve Chalk.  I always said 

he wasn’t a Christian, was a liberal 20 years ago.  McLaren says, and it is probably where 

Chalk got his bit of information from, “That sounds,” in reference to substitutionary 

atonement, “that sounds just like one more injustice in the cosmic equation. It sounds like 

the blind child abuse, you know.”  So that’s how he sees the substitutionary atoning work 

of Jesus Christ in God giving his beloved Son and punishing him as being cosmic child 

abuse.   

 

For the Christian who has experienced God’s grace and God’s kindness and God’s for-

giveness it is the most glorious, wonderful truth imaginable.  How can you read Isaiah 53 

and not believe in the substitutionary, vicarious work of Jesus Christ? It is there in ever 

verse. “It pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 

make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days...”
31

 and 

so on.   

 

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chas-

tisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”
32

 

 

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”
33

 

 

The whole purpose there of the Old Testament, the shedding of blood, they use him as 

one as a substitute. There is a wonderful picture there with Isaac and Abraham offering 

up his son Isaac there upon the altar.  And God tells him to stay his hand. There is a ram 

there caught in the thicket. 
34

  Is that not substitution?  He is to be to be.   

 

The whole Bible, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”
35

 

 

Peter writes there in his letter, 1 Peter chapter two and there at verse 24, “Who his own 

self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.”
36

 

 

Of course the old Modernist and Liberal hated what they used to call slaughterized relig-

ion, a blood atonement. It was vile to them.  They didn’t like it. They hated it.  And we 

said this morning that the Emerging Church is the new form of liberalism that is coming 

in to the Church.  There is nothing new under the sun. We know that, just a wee package. 

This is all damnable old fashioned dead Liberalism repackaged in a 21
st
 century wrapper 

that denies the most glorious truth. 

 

                                                 
31

 Isaiah 53:10 
32

 Isaiah 53:5 
33
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34
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35
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It is not that the Church has got the Bible mistaken on original sin. It is not that the 

Church has got it wrong on a substitutionary atonement. Of course, they like to tell us it 

is unfair. It is unfair.  Why would God take someone who is innocent?  And this is the old 

argument. It has been around for a long time. Why does God take someone who is just 

and holy and punish someone else for the sins of somebody else?  

 

And that is what the Muslims say.  This is another attack. They attack substitutionary 

atonement as well.  But it is an attack on the gospel. They say, “It is unjust.  God is just 

and where is the justice,” the say, “in God punishing someone who is innocent for the 

sins and crimes of another?”  They say, “Don’t you see the injustice?” 

 

We would, too, if God were to be punishing somebody else for the sins that somebody 

else had done.  But what they seem to forget is that the one who is being punished, the 

one who is taking the punishment, the one who is paying the price was not somebody 

else. It was God himself who was paying the price.  “For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.”
37

  We know that God said, “God himself shall provide.”  God himself, 

he is the one who takes the punishment. He is the one, as Paul tells us, “Great is the mys-

tery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.”
38

  It was God becoming a man.  It was 

God taking the place of sinners. It was the God-man shedding his own blood for sinners.   

 

The writer to the Hebrews, “Without shedding of blood is no remission,”
39

  no forgive-

ness.   

 

The most glorious truth that we rejoice in, that we sing about, the substitutionary atoning 

work of Jesus Christ is denied by people like Rob Bell and McLaren and all of these oth-

ers we made mention of earlier.  They deny the doctrine of original sin. They deny the 

doctrine of original sin.  They have no need of a Savior. Jesus came to be a good exam-

ple. Jesus came to be a good role model. Jesus came to give you life and meaning in the 

world.  And that’s their gospel. “We are bringing heaven to earth. We are cleaning up our 

world.”   

 

Again, we saw that that was the teaching of the Modernist.  “We are bringing in society. 

We are cleaning up the world.  We are concerned about issues of the environment. We 

are concerned about poverty. We are concerned about injustice in the world. And we will 

combat these things and we will bring in heaven. We will bring God down to earth.”  

Babylonian religion, not biblical Christianity. 

 

Another one of the doctrines that they deny, of course, if you deny original sin, you deny 

the doctrine of the substitutionary atoning work of Jesus Christ, he never died just to set 

an example.  He never died just to show us how to be sacrificing to one another.  He died 

to take away the sin of his people.  But that moves on and we are not surprised that they 

are dodging the doctrine of hell.  

                                                 
37
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McLaren writes, “But what about heaven and hell you ask.  Is everybody in?  My reply,” 

and we made mention of this earlier, “why do you consider me qualified to make this 

pronouncement?  Isn’t this God’s business?  Isn’t it clear that I do not believe this to be 

the right question for a missional Christian to ask?  Can’t we talk for a while about God’s 

will being done on earth as it is in heaven instead of jumping to how to escape earth and 

get to heaven as quickly as possible?  Can’t we talk but a while about overflowing and 

undermining every hellish stronghold in our lives and in our world?” 

 

We say, “No.”  No we cannot when eternity is at stake.  No we cannot when the Bible 

says that the soul that dies outside of Jesus Christ will spend an eternity in hell under the 

pure, undiluted wrath of a holy God.   

 

It is true to say that Christ spoke on hell and warned about hell more than any other per-

son in the Bible.  I wonder why that was?  

 

We are not saying—and we said this morning—that it is not out of place or it is not 

wrong to be concerned about issues facing our day. It is not wrong to be concerned about 

injustices that are done. It is not wrong to try and make people’s lives a little bit more 

pleasant while we are upon the earth. It is not wrong to give to a charitable cause or to 

even speak a good word in the name of charity.  But God forbid that we replace the glori-

ous gospel of Christ saving sinners with this temporary hope of fixing the world that we 

live in.  

 

McLaren and his bunch are not going to fix the world.   The likes of your Bob Geldas 

will come along and other such people. Christ said, “The poor you will always have with 

you.”
40

  Christ said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not.”
41

   

 

You wonder what they do with these things. They keep going on about following Jesus 

and the way, but they pay lip service to his commands.   

 

Christ can say, “Verily, verily inasmuch as he did it not to one of the least of these he did 

it not unto me,”
42

 the fruits of salvation. “And these shall go away into everlasting pun-

ishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
43

  That is not some mad Bible thumper 

preaching away about hell and damnation.  That is the Son of God, the God-man Jesus 

Christ 

 

Paul can say, “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wis-

dom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
44

 

 

                                                 
40

 See Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7, John 12:8 
41

 See Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33 
42
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Christ warns about everlasting punishment and the righteous into eternal life. And you 

think, well, when you understand that the Scriptures says, “There is none righteous, no, 

not one,”
45

 then Christ said, “That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteous-

ness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
46

  

We know human righteousness is not enough. When Isaiah says the most righteous thing 

in a man is as a filthy rag
47

 we need something else.  

 

McLaren and those are leading sinners to this Christless eternity.  Scriptures warn and 

Paul speaks about this in 2 Thessalonians chapter one, speaking there to the saints, “And 

to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 

with his mighty angels...”
48

  To do what, Paul?   

 

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 

obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Who shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 

of his power.
49

 

 

McLaren would like us to ignore those things and concentrate on making a better world, 

making you a better person.   

 

The Bible does make people better people.  The Bible does make someone a better per-

son.  Paul could say, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 

are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
50

 It does that. But that is not the 

message of the gospel.  The message of the gospel is Christ died for sinners.   

 

Buddhism can make you a better person, which is why they embrace it. Islam, I’m sure, 

can make some people a better person.  The cults are for to make people a better person. 

But that’s not the message of the gospel. The Bible warns clearly about an eternal day of 

judgment and reckoning to come. The devil would like to take our minds away from that, 

to blind the eyes of men and women.  

 

“There is no hell.” 

 

And as the blasphemer John Lennon once spoke of, “Imagine there is no heaven, there is 

no hell, no religion...”  That I what the devil would like.   

 

But as God’s inspired Word speaks these words, “And whosoever was not found written 

in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
51

  Revelation 20 verse 15.   

 

Of course, as one once said to the skeptic and the scoffer, “What if it is not true?” 
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You say, “Ok, it’s not true. No problem. Nothing to worry about. Go into the earth and 

that’s it.  It is a far better life.  Believe the glorious message, a great joy in singing the 

hymns and reading a wonderful book and then so what?”  

 

But we say in reply, “Turn the question the other way.  What if it is true?  What if there is 

a God who is holy and righteous and none unclean can stand in his presence?  How then 

will you stand?” 

 

Of course they don’t just go wrong on the doctrine of original sin, the doctrine of the sub-

stitutionary atoning work of Christ, but they go wrong on the doctrine of salvation.   

 

McLaren says, “Maybe God’s plan is an opt out plan, not an opt in one.  If you want to 

stay out of the party you can, but it is hard for me to imagine somebody being more stub-

bornly ornery than God is gracious.” He goes on to say, “Is getting individual souls into 

heaven the focal point of the gospel? I have to say, ‘No,’ for any number of reasons.  

Don’t you think that God is concerned about saving the whole world? Is the redemption 

of the worlds, the stars, the animals, the planets, the whole show?  It is,” he says “the re-

demption.” 

 

Well, we could say, Romans chapter eight, yes, there is coming a day when that will be 

so.  There is coming a day when God will make all things new, but it is not as you think. 

It is not by going on a peace march, by joining Greenpeace, by bringing in the new heav-

ens and the new earth. This new heavens and new earth is a place where dwells right-

eousness.  

 

We made reference to people’s statements where we “look for new heavens and a new 

earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
52

  It ain’t going to be this world which is full of 

unrighteousness, full of wickedness. That is for the future when Christ comes again.  And 

he turns in glory.  

 

He has no message of salvation, a knocked out plan.  Man opted out the day he sinned in 

the Garden of Eden and every one has opted out ever since then.   

 

Man has been born, as we said, in sin.  He is born under the divine wrath of a holy God.   

 

They don’t provide salvation. He doesn’t believe in a Savior. They have gone wrong, of 

course, on the doctrine of man which is one reason why they have bought into a Post-

modern culture.   

 

The careless bold man is basically good.  But, you see, McLaren tells us, “God can’t ever 

really be an object to be studied.  God is so great that we can never fathom him out, nor 

even in heaven. We will always be getting to know the greatness of God more and more.”   

But to say that God is somehow some mystical figure denies John chapter one verse 14, 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
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as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
53

  Then in verse 18, “No 

man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Fa-

ther, he hath declared him.”
54

  So God isn’t some mystical figure that we are trying to 

experience and fathom out.  We say he has been revealed in Jesus Christ. He can be 

known only through Jesus Christ. We are not seeking the divine within us. We are not 

seeking the divine through some mystical experience within the Emerging Church.  We 

say we have found him.  He is revealed in Jesus Christ.   

 

They are wrong on the doctrine of man. Do you see, as we mentioned earlier, the state-

ment with Emerging Church, one of them is, “We will come to you. We don’t want you 

coming to us, no, because we have got it all wrong. But we will come to you. And what-

ever you say is right.”  And that’s why they gear their services to suit men on the street. 

The Bible to these men is being sinful.  Man not having any good thing within him.  The 

apostle Paul, well, what a man was Paul?  Made the object, isn’t he, of study of even un-

believers.  The great apostle Paul and yet he was  a Pharisee, he was the most outwardly 

righteous man you could get.  He was someone who did everything he could, that he 

thought, in order to make himself righteous, in order to present himself as someone who 

is holy in the sight of God. And yet Paul describes such and his righteousness as being 

but dung, skubalon (skoo’-bal-on).   That which was despised of himself, he boasted in 

these things before, but now Paul tells us he despises these things.  Things that we once 

deemed to be righteous and good is now nothing.
 55

   

 

Paul passed aside his righteousness, that in Romans chapter seven, “O wretched man that 

I am!”
56

  That is how he viewed himself, “O wretched man,”
57

 not someone worth saving, 

not the inerrant spark that is within man to be tapped into.  

 

They go wrong in all of those things. 

 

Of course he denies what has come to be known as Calvinism, the Reformed faith that we 

cherish. He denies, of course, all of that.  Of course, he works, he denies the Bible.  But 

his own definition of TULIP, ours, of course, the correct understanding based upon the 

Word of God—Total depravity, Unconditional election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible 

Grace, Perseverance of the Saints—he has now turned it: Triune love, Unselfish election, 

Limitless reconciliation, Inspiring Grace and Passionate persistent saints.   You can never 

take such a man seriously. 

 

For the whole movement of Emergent Church, thus, we have seen is another gospel. It is 

not the gospel like we find in the pages of Scripture, it is another gospel that has bought 

into a Postmodern age. And, as I have said, it has not yet landed fully on shores although 

there is one at an org in Manchester another in Northern Ireland and it will be springing 

up.  But as may we pray as old fashioned Liberalism and Modernism failed, came to 
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nothing, we know this will. But may we pray that the Lord in his grace would save many 

casualties and the Lord enable his people to stand upon the unadulterated authority of 

God’s Word.   

 

 


