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Now a few year ago I heard a talk given on the Emerging Church and after it went away 

and thought, “I haven’t a clue what he was on about.”  So I hope after this session that 

you will not go away with the same opinion.   

 

If you have not come to hear of it, the chances are you soon will. A search on the internet 

search engine Google will bring up no less than 616,000 references to what has come to 

be known as Emergent or Emerging Church.  

 

A check to your local Christian bookstore and see you find such titles as A New Kind of 

Christian or Vintage Christianity for New Generations or The Forgotten Ways or The 

Lost Methods of Jesus or Adventures in Missing the Point, Liquid Church, A Generous 

Orthodoxy: More ready than you realize, Finding Faith Post Christendom, Changing 

Worlds, Changing Church, Emerging Church, Emerging Churches, emerging-

church.intro.  Those were just found on one shelf in one Christian so called bookstore.   

There could be added—and will be many more titles added—to the list in the coming 

days.  Some authors with in the Emerging Church are Brian McLaren, Ralph Bell, Dan 

Kimball, Doug Paget, Leonard Sweet, Spencer Burke, Yurgin McMannis, Tommy Col-

lolen, Jason Clock, [?], Richard Foster and Tony Jones.  And we could add also to that 

people like Tony Campolo and Steve Chalk.   

 

A tour is apparently being planned in 11 states of the USA to run from February to May 

of this year.  That tour is called “Everything Must Change Tour.”  The title, of course, 

that gives almost the game away.  We are told by the organizer, Brian McLaren that this 

is a tour for people short on hope.  This tour is named after McLaren’s latest book Every-

thing Must Change. The subtitle of this book reads: Jesus, Global Crisis and a Revolution 

of Hope.  This tour is for people of all thoughts, but seems especially aimed at those who 

are fed up and disillusioned with—quote—traditional church.  It is for people looking for 

new ways of doing church. That is the in word today, doing church.   

 

So what, may you ask, what’s all the fuss about?   

 

Well, the very term “Emerging Church” suggests itself that they are emerging from 

something.  The very titles of the books just quoted suggest the same thing.  Terms like 

“lost message” or “new kind of Christian” or “forgotten ways” or “finding faith” or 

“missing the point” or “post-Christendom” or “changing worlds, changing church.”  All 

this suggests some form of revolution is taking place or is about to take place and within 

branches of the professed Christian Church. 
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So what, again, you may be asking.  After all, the Church has changed, hasn’t it, from 

one generation to next and from one century to another.  And, of course, our world is 

every changing.  

 

There is nothing wrong, of course, with change. None of us, I take it, came here today by 

horseback like many of our forefathers would have done or are dressed like our Puritan 

brethren of the 17
th

 century.   We live in a very advanced age where change is happening 

at an incredible pace.   

 

Is the Church in danger of being left behind or even in danger of extinction all together 

unless she adapts?  These people would tell us, “Yes.” 

 

Men can doubt that the Church of Jesus Christ is at a low point as far as man can see.  We 

are told that excluding deaths and transfers 1500 people are thought to be deserting 

churches in Britain every week.  The promised hopes of the decade of evangelism have 

not materialized.  In the early 1990s it was hoped that about 20,000 new churches would 

be opened by the close of the century. Rather, a survey has revealed that only 1867 new 

churches were opened in England while 2557 closed.  We are told that the fall in church 

attendance was expected to decline in Scotland from 17.1% in 1980 to 10.3% by 2005. In 

Wales from 14.1% to just 6.4% while in England from 10.1% to 6.7%.   

 

The attendance of young people in churches seems to be even more depressing.  In 1979 

1,000,416 under 15s attended church. In 1989 it was 1,177,000 and by 1998 it was down 

to just 717,100.  One has estimated that 94% of young people are not in church on a Sun-

day. [?] of course, in spite of all its boasts and claims has failed to stem the decline. The 

situation seems bleak and desperate.  The Church is being increasingly told that she is out 

of date, out of touch and irrelevant to our post-modern generation.   

 

What is the answer to our plight?  Is this new phenomena, the Emerging Church, the sav-

ior of the supposed dying Church?  Have we found the answer in this newest of move-

ments?  One author things to think so.  Michael Moynagh in his book emerging-

church.intro he says this of his own book, “It argues that church of a different timbre is 

key to Christianity’s revival, perhaps survival in the western world.”  He does, though, go 

on to say, “But Emerging Church is not a magic solution. Emerging Church is not a quick 

pick me up for a sick body. It is a collection of new vessels for new...for all the ingredi-

ents that are essential to Church and up dimension in worship and in dimension in com-

munity, announced dimension in mission and an of dimension as individual churches see 

themselves as part of the body of Christ.” End quote.   

 

Well, how would we define the Emerging or Emergent Church?  How would you define 

the Church? Well, let me give you a quote from one of the leading spokesmen, Brian 

McLaren, and see if you can figure it out for yourself. 

 

On the front cover of his popular book A Generous Orthodoxy he says this.  “Why I am 

missional and evangelical and post Protestant and liberal conservative and mystical po-
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etic and biblical and charismatic contemplative and fundamentalist, Calvinist and Ana-

baptist, Anglican and Methodist and Catholic and Green and incarnational and [?]...”  

You are not surprised, “Yet hopeful and emergent and unfinished Christian.” 

 

Well, you were beginning to thinking that here is a man who really isn’t quite too sure 

what he is all about.  He seems to be one who certainly hasn’t arrived at certainty.  And 

this really sums up the whole Emerging Church. It doesn’t quite know what it is itself or 

where it is going.   

 

Michael Moynagh says, again—quote—“Emerging Church is a mindset.  We will come 

to you, rather than a model.  It is a direction rather than a destination. It rests on princi-

ples rather than a plan.  It rises out of a culture rather than being imposed on a culture. It 

is a mood scarcely yet a movement.”   

 

The same author goes on to say—quote—“Emerging Church is more than a pragmatic 

response to declining numbers. It is a theological vision, a wide eyed vision that escapes 

a blinked past, challenges the status quo and calls for new forms of Christianity in which 

individuals can encounter Christ authentically.  Might these communities renew inherited 

congregations and become the crucible of the Church in the Postmodern world?” End of 

quote.   

 

Though the Emerging Church has no leaders, official leaders or base, one widely recog-

nized as a leading spokesman and author is Brian McLaren.  He says, Brian McLaren 

says, “Right now Emerging Church is a conversation, not a movement. We don’t have a 

program.  We don’t have a model. I think we must begin as a conversation then grow as a 

friendship and see if a movement comes of it.” 

 

Moynagh says, “The lack of a single term reflects how cutting edge it all is. Not even the 

language has been defined.” 

 

Leonard Sweet, one such Emergent pioneer, has used the acronym EPIC to describe what 

Emergent is all about.  E stands for experimental. You see, this is because the Postmod-

ern man, we are told, wants to experience the spiritual. The P stands for participants be-

cause Postmodern man wants to enter into things and not just be an observer.  So, you 

see, we may as well do away with the sermon and have a conversation instead.  The I re-

lates to image because our Postmodern man, supposedly, in this generation is sight ori-

ented so we might use things like images—artwork, film and video—in our presentation 

and in our worship. C is for communal because Postmodern man wants essential commu-

nity and belonging.   

 

Well, these things are not necessarily wrong, of course, in and of themselves, but there is 

more to it than seems to be. It is not just all innocence. 

 

Rob Dell, who is another one of the leaders in this movement puts us in the picture when 

he says, “This is not just the same old message with new methods.  We are discovering 

Christianity as an Eastern religion as a way of life.”  
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Well, having no official position as yet has caused one critic to comment, “The Emerging 

Church is a rather slippery name for a rather slippery movement. By slippery I mean that 

the movement is so new—originating in the late 1990s—so fragmented, so varied that 

nailing it down is like nailing the proverbial Jello to the wall. There are no official leaders 

or headquarters. Some have said that there are thousands of expressions yet only a few 

churches have sold out to the concept. And even those claiming the name can’t agree on 

what is going on.  Although maybe they are not yet a force to be reckoned with, this 

movement will no doubt grow, have its adherents, take its casualties and then give way to 

the next heresy to attack the Church of Jesus Christ.” 

 

We need to be very clear that what we are dealing with here in the movement Emergent 

Church.  We are not simply dealing with differences within evangelical theology or with 

secondary issues upon which Christians must agree to disagree.  We are not dealing with 

what the apostle...we are dealing with what the apostle Paul would describe as “another 

gospel.”
1
  It is another gospel which is not a gospel to begin with.   

 

Here is another devilish attempt at muddying the waters of the pure gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  Well, should we be concerned?  Should we be taking a few hours out on a Satur-

day to look at this new phenomena that is coming in to the Church and claming to be 

Christian?  Well, we should be as concerned as the apostle Paul was concerned in com-

bating heresy that attacked the Church in his own day.   We are called to “earnestly con-

tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”
2
 And Paul says that we are 

“set for the defence of the gospel.”
3
 

 

So the answer is a definite yes. We should be concerned about this false, heretical Emerg-

ing Church that is coming upon the scenes and you will soon see to hear about it or get to 

hear about it.  

 

One pastor on the fringes of the movement, although it is not entirely Emergent in the 

heretical sense of it, Mark Driscoll, who was one of the early young pastors who got in-

volved in this and how it all started in the United States as a group of men gathering to-

gether to meet.  None of them seemed to have much theological understanding at all, but 

they seemed to get together and hold conferences. And out of this grew the Emerging 

Church.  But he says, “I have to distance myself from one of the many streams in the 

Emerging Church because of theological differences. The Emerging Church is the latest 

version of Liberalism. The only difference is that the old Liberalism accommodated mod-

ernity and the new Liberalism accommodates Postmodernity.” 

 

This really brings us to the heart of the movement. The Emerging Church is a move to 

make the gospel attractive and acceptable to Postmodern man.  The big challenge, we are 

told, is how to tap in to the heart and mind of our Postmodern generation. In order to do 

this we must start, of course, they say, with 21
st
 century man, start with where he is at.   

                                                 
1
 See Galatians 1:6 

2
 See Jude 3 

3
 See Philippians 1:17 
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How do we do that we ask.  Well, we must start with experimentation.  After all, as one 

Emergent leader tells us, “That is exactly what God did when he created the world.”   

Moynagh says this. “Experiments are one of the defining features of Emerging Church.  

What is evolution if it is not a history of experimentation?  One species flourishes.  An-

other doesn’t. A third mutates.” 

 

Of course we tell him if he read Genesis he would know there is no such thing to begin 

with so his movement would flop there.  

 

But he goes on and it gets even worse.  He then goes on to say that that is exactly what 

God did, experimented when he created Adam.  To quote him again, “Does Genesis 

two,” he asks, “contain a picture of God in experimental mode?  He places Adam in the 

Garden and then decides that it is not good for man to be alone. ‘I will make a helper 

suitable for him.’
4
  He forms all the animals and brings them to Adam to see what he 

would call them. But for Adam no suitable helper was found.  Has God’s experiment not 

succeeded?  So God tries again.  He creates the woman. The experiment produced the 

desired result. God seems to be learning.” 

 

He quickly, of course, see the heresy cries coming and admits that seems to go against 

one of the basic attributes of God.  But he says that God seems to limit himself.  He goes 

on to say, “It is a part of God’s perfection that he can be surprised by creation. He has 

created in us, for example, with not the songs that humans compose.  Each new chart 

buster can amaze and perhaps delight him.  There is something [?] fitting about a wonder-

ful surprise.  Is God to be denied that emotion?” 

 

Do you see where these people are coming from?  No understanding of a theology of 

God.   

 

One fellow Emergent leader, George Lings, takes great delight in what has been said. 

And he adds this complement in the book, “I am glad Mike has been daring and picked 

up on the open and creative relationship God has with his creatures to which the Bible 

testifies,” to which I say—and this is me—it most certainly does not. And then he goes 

on, “And which makes so much better sense of a world where things go wrong. I would 

only add that God’s grand experiment or risk was to choose to create beings who have 

genuine freedom to love him or not. All the rest flows from this audacious fact.”  We are 

also told, “Experimentation is part of human being.  So it will be second nature for Chris-

tians to try and try again with church.” 

 

So after 2000 years we have still not got it right and we must keep on trying and experi-

menting.   

 

To say that the Emerging Church has a faulty theology of God is an understatement.  Any 

heresy usually has a defective view of God himself and the Emerging Church has gone 

                                                 
4
 See Genesis 2:18 
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wrong on its attempts to spread the gospel because it has a wrong view of God and a 

wrong view of the Bible.   

 

Well, at the heart of the Emerging Church is the adopting of a Postmodern culture.  We 

are living in what has come to be termed as Postmodernism.  You see, we pass through 

the Premodern era, a period stretching from Medieval times up to the French Revolution 

of 1789. That was the Premodern era.  In such a period man had difficulty in believing 

the supernatural.  Spirits, demons, hell, heaven and an afterlife and even much supersti-

tion is said to have abounded in that period.  You would not have had difficulty in per-

suading people that God or even gods existed.  Such beliefs, however, began to be chal-

lenged and their sources of authority. This began the Modern era, said to have begun with 

the Enlightenment period. Philosophers like Emmanuel Kant (1724-1804) began to chal-

lenge and question the dogmas of the past age.  The Enlightenment would bring in the 

age of Modernity. 

 

One writer, Michael Kruger, says, “With the rise of the Enlightenment there came a new 

guardian of truth to replace the Church.  Science.  No longer would human beings stand 

for the irrational musings and archaic dogmatism of religion. Science, with reason as the 

foundation, was the new god.  And all intellectual theories had to bow and pay homage in 

order to be seriously considered. Science viewed Christians as being naively committed 

to ancient myths, unable to see past their bias and to take an objective and neutral look at 

the world. So Modernity proffers the idea that mankind, armed with rationalism and sci-

ence, is able to access absolute truth and make unlimited progress toward a better life for 

itself.  Therefore at its core Modernity is a celebration of human autonomy.” 

 

Well, such a period, of course, was a very exciting period in the history of mankind.  It 

was a period of discovery, a period of development and a period of growth.  It appeared 

to offer mankind hope for the future. However, the discoveries being made were not too 

deliver. Not only has science and learning not provided man with the satisfaction desired 

and prayed for, but it has neither provided him with an answer to life’s most perplexing 

questions.  

 

In the area of religion the Modernist theologians have destroyed any belief in a super-

natural God who spoke through a divinely inspired and infallible Bible.  These two 

worldviews, then—Premodernism and Modernism—have failed miserably.  Of course, 

we would expect them to do so as neither can be said to be firmly rooted in the Word of 

God.   

 

Well, we now come to our present worldview today. It is called Postmodern, 

Postmodernism, a Postmodern generation.  Well, it is a matter of debate among scholars 

as to when this new period began, but many place it at the time of the collapse of the 

Berlin wall in 1989. Some have put it somewhere in the 70s with the sexual revolution 

and all the rest.  But whichever we say, it is a new era that has come in, Postmodern.    

 

With both Premodernism and Modernism failing to satisfy, man has become disillu-

sioned.  Answers to the meaning, purpose and direction of life have not been found. Man 
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has been looking for truth and meaning. The Premodernist stores it in a revelation—albeit 

the wrong one—the Church.  Well, at least the Church of our day. The Modernist stores it 

in science and reason. The Postmodernist now sees his worldview as one in which, for 

example, that there is really no such thing as truth.  So that is Postmodernism.  There 

really is no such thing as absolute truth.  Absolute truth, he tells us, cannot be.  Truth is 

rather created and not found.  So a culture, for example, may invent its own truth.  And 

yet another culture, its own version of truth even though they may be contrary to each 

other.  But there can be no universal truth that belongs to all and everyone.  In other 

words, there is no absolute truth and it must not even be sought.   

 

Michael Kruger says, “Postmodernity, in contrast to Modernity, rejects any notion of ob-

jective truth and insists that the only absolute in the universe is that there are no abso-

lutes.  Tolerance is the supreme virtue and exclusivity, the supreme vice.  Truth is not 

grounded in reality or in any sort of authoritative text, but is simply constructed by the 

mind of the individual or socially constructed.” 

 

Another author says, “For the Postmodernist thinkers the very idea of truth is decayed 

and disintegrated.  It is no longer knowable. At the end of the day truth is simply what 

we, as individuals and communities, make it to be and nothing more.” 

 

If you think that is not yet affecting your worldview you are wrong. It is.  We have so 

many different paths in society, don’t we?  So many religions. We are not allowed to say 

that one has absolute truth, somebody else is wrong. No, no. You can’t say that.  Every-

thing is relative. If it is right for them, then it is right.  If they are happy, if that is their 

belief, then it is acceptable.   

 

But for Postmodern thinking, “Well if it is...if to them, you know, it’s a flower, it’s a 

flower.  If to somebody else it’s a weed, it’s a weed.  It is whatever you think it to be.”   

 

And hasn’t that come in even in subtlety in things like, with so called, certain crimes, 

homophobic crimes, so called, racist crimes, so called.  If the person perceives it to be 

such then it is.  There is no real objective truth.   

 

If such is now the culture and the world we are living in how are we to get the gospel 

across?   

 

Well, first we must...first we are to remember that the world in which we live must never 

be allowed to shape the gospel that we believe. The Emerging Church has embraced—

like its forefather the Modernist—the belief of its age.  It, too, denies that there is such a 

thing as truth.   

 

Take the words of Brian McLaren, one of its main architects, “Ask me of Christianity. 

My version of it, yours, the pope’s, whoever’s, it is orthodox meaning true.  And here is 

my honest answer.  A little, but not yet.  Assuming by Christianity you mean the Chris-

tian’s understanding of the world and God, Christian’s opinion on soul, text and culture. I 

have to say that we probably have a couple of things right, but a lot of things wrong. And 
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even more spreads before us unseen and unimagined. But at least our eyes are open.  To 

be a Christian in a genuinely orthodox way is not to claim to have truth captured, stuffed 

and mounted on the wall.” 

 

This is a man who claims to give adherence to the Word of God.   

 

Christians for over 2000 years have believed, rejoiced and often died for the absolute 

truth they find in the teachings of Christ and his Word.  Yet after all these years we are 

now told that there really is no such claim on truth.   

 

Interesting that.   

 

McLaren’s latest book is called The Secret Message of Jesus. He and those who follow 

him are constantly telling us that they are dissatisfied with doing church the traditional 

way. They are tired of evangelical right they tell us.  They are seeking to break free from 

all that they belonged to the past. Could it be, I ask, that such people have never known 

the truth and have never known the real Jesus of the Bible?  Could it be that they are so 

dissatisfied because they have never known the liberating power of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ?  I believe that is so.  Christians have traditionally and robustly rejoiced in the cer-

tainties and steadfastness of the foundation of the gospel.  We have read about it, 

preached it with conviction and sung about it with rejoicing.  It houses the Emergent 

Church, Emerging so called Christians see such.   

 

Rob and Christine Bell, his wife, in the beginning of being interviewed said this concern-

ing the Bible, but they have discovered the Bible as a human product. “I do the thinking,” 

she says, “that we figured out the Bible, that we knew what it means.”  Now she says, “I 

have no idea what most of it means. And yet I feel life is big again like life used to be 

black and white and now it is color.” 

 

Brian McLaren sums it all up in the closing of his book A Generous Orthodoxy.  “Con-

sider for a minute what it would mean to get the glory of God finally and fully right in 

your thinking or to get a fully formed opinion of God’s goodness or holiness. Then I 

think you will feel the irony. All these years of pursuing orthodoxy ended up like this, in 

front of all this glory, understanding nothing.”   

 

So McLaren would like us to believe at the end of it all we really end up understanding 

and knowing nothing.  And yet the Christian can say with a certainty like Jeremiah nine 

verse three, “And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant 

for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, 

saith the LORD.”
5
 

 

Unbelief and uncertainty like this is found nowhere in the teaching of Christ or the New 

Testament epistles.  In fact, the Christian message is not only solid, but simple, too.  The 

message of the Bible is neither lost, uncertain, complex or difficult. It is a message that is 

clear, plain and easy to understand.   

                                                 
5
 Jeremiah 9:3 
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Oh, yes, there may be a few difficult passages in Daniel or Revelation to interpret, but the 

overall message of the Bible is simple and plain. And for people like Christine Bell we 

would say she ought to get on her knees, humble herself before the God of heaven and 

submit to his authoritative, inspired, easy to understand revelation.   

 

The message of the Bible is not complex. They seem to great delight in saying, “We can’t 

understand anything.  We don’t know truth. We don’t know what it is all about.  And yet 

life is big again.” 

 

We say, “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 

the light of the glorious gospel...”
6
 

 

How do we share the gospel, then, in their eyes with the unchurched?  Well, one of the 

key words in the Emerging Church is missional. That is the big word, missional.  We 

want to be a missional church.   

 

What do we understand by missional?  Well, the old meaning, of course, of doing mis-

sions, going to the lost, preaching the everlasting gospel of God’s saving grace and rescu-

ing sinners from hell and seeing them get into heaven is not quite what they mean by 

missional.  A clue to what being a missional Christian is all about is found in the 

McLaren’s work, his most well known, although he seems to be spewing out these books 

and heresies one after another. But in [?] he says this.  “But what about heaven and hell 

you ask.  Is everybody in?  My reply.  Why do you consider me qualified to make this 

pronouncement?  Isn’t this God’s business? Isn’t it clear that I do not believe this is the 

right question for a missional Christian to ask?” 

 

Let me break in and say there what caused men like William Carey and others to leave 

everything behind was the eternal soul of the people that they were to go and preach to, 

but that they were concerned about the eternal destiny of man’s never dying soul.   

 

Not so being missional within the Emerging Church. McLaren goes on, “Can’t we talk 

for a while about God’s will being done here on earth as it is heaven instead of jumping 

to how to escape earth and get to heaven as quickly as possible?  Can’t we talk for a 

while about overthrowing and undermining every hellish stronghold in our lives and in 

our world?” 

 

Doesn’t this sound very much like the old “damnable heresy” of the Modernist, Liberal 

social gospel that emptied our churches and robbed the gospel of all its saving power?   

 

He goes on to say, “Missional Christian faith asserts that Jesus did not come to make 

some people saved and others condemned. Jesus did not come to help some people be 

right while leaving everyone else to be wrong. Jesus did not come to create another ex-

clusive religion, Judaism having been exclusive based on genetics and Christianity being 

exclusive based on belief which can be a tougher requirement than genetics.” 

                                                 
6
 2 Corinthians 4:4 
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McLaren has no understanding of the New Testament gospel at all.  He himself admits 

so.  He says, “We must continually be aware,” and this is him speaking, “that the old, old 

story may not be the true, true story.”  He goes on, in other words, “We must be open to 

the perpetual possibility that our received understanding of the gospel may be faulty, im-

balanced, poorly [?] or downright warped and twisted.” 

 

Here we must retain the good, Protestant, evangelical and biblical instinct to allow Scrip-

ture to critique tradition including our dominant and most recent tradition and including 

our tradition’s understanding of the gospel. In this sense, Christians in missional dialogue 

must continually expect to rediscover the gospel.   

 

Note how he is prepared to us—or we would say misuse—Scripture to critique what he 

says is tradition.  He wants us to rediscover the gospel he says. Yet he doesn’t even know 

what the gospel is himself.  This really is the gospel according to Brian McLaren.  It is a 

gospel full of uncertainty, mystery and we say falsehood. And he wants us to join him in 

his journey of rediscovery?   

 

The gospel of McLaren and the Emerging Church is not the saving gospel from sin and 

hell, but another gospel of making a better world and a better you. 

 

But he goes on to say, “From this understanding we place less emphasis on whose line-

age, rights, doctrines, structures and terminology are right and move emphasis on whose 

action, service, outreach, kindness and effectiveness are good in order to help our world 

get back on the road to being truly and wholly good again the way God created it to be.   

 

“We are here on a mission to join God,” he tells us, “ in bringing blessings to our needy 

world.  We hope to bring God’s blessing to you,” he says, “whoever you are and what-

ever you believe.  And if you would like to join us in this mission and the faith that cre-

ates and nourishes, you are welcome.”  

 

I say, “No thank you.”   

 

Note his intention is to join God in bringing blessing to a needy world.  He tells us it 

really doesn’t matter what you believe.  Why, of course, would you when none has ar-

rived at truth anyhow or orthodoxy anyway because he has imbibed a Postmodern age?  

His gospel is not to get you into the kingdom, but to bring the kingdom to you.  

 

Dan Kimball, another Emergent leader, says, “Our faith also includes kingdom living. 

Part of which is the responsibility to fight local and global and social justice on behalf of 

the poor and needy.  Our example is Jesus,” he tells us, “who spent his time among the 

lepers, the poor and the needy.”   

 

Are we saying that these thing are unimportant and unnecessary?  Well, by no means.  

Jesus did, in fact, heal the sick, raise the dead, feed the hungry and perform other mira-

cles. We are not saying doing good works is a bad thing. No, they follow the fruits of the 
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gospel. Yet we must always remember that the forming of such miracles was first and 

foremost to point to who he was and what he had come to do, of course, to testify that he 

was the Savior of lost sinners.   

 

Jesus, in fact, said virtually nothing about social injustice, nothing about the environment 

or political tyranny or eradication of poverty or making the world a better place.   

 

What is the true gospel itself?  Whereas it has transformed the lives, that society has been 

so changed for the better, this was never the priority of Christ, the apostles or the early 

church.  Christ did not come to bring a paradise to earth through his Church.  He came to 

rescue sinners from the wrath to come, to give spiritual life to the dead, to draw men back 

to the Father, to be a propitiation for men’s sins, to shed his blood for the forgiveness of 

those sins, to provide a mansion in heaven, to reconcile sinners to a holy God. He himself 

has said that he had not come to bring peace on earth, but a sword.
7
  As the truth divides 

and brings a different color...literal thought, of course where people fight each other. That 

is not the gospel. Christians willingly lay down their lives for the gospel, but the sword is 

the Word of God which cuts against truth and separates from truth and error.  That can 

never happen with McLaren’s gospel or the gospel of the Emerging Church because it 

has imbibed a Postmodern culture that tells us there is no such thing as truth.   

 

So he certainly can’t earnestly contend for the faith because he doesn’t know what that 

faith is.  This aspect of the social here and now gospel is seen in McLaren’s two ques-

tions that he asks which are these.  What are the biggest problems destroying our world?  

And what do the life and teaching of Jesus have to say about these global crises?  

 

The Emerging Church is more world focused than heaven focused. The early Church 

looked for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.
8
  The Emerging 

Church is man centered.  Its starting point is not with the truth as expressed in God’s 

Word, but—imbibing a cultural philosophy of the day—truth cannot be established any-

way.   

 

The well being of man is the beginning.  We hear things like, “We will come to you 

rather than you come to us.”  “We’ll do church on your terms rather than on ours or the 

Bible’s terms.” 

 

Rob Bell writes for the media in the States, but all this may be new to you, but it is big 

news in the States and it will come over here. They consider him the next Billy Graham 

although why I am not sure.  He has neither gifts nor theology, well, as he had in his 

younger day.  Rob Bell says, “For Jesus the question wasn’t how do I get into heaven, but 

how do I bring heaven here. The goal isn’t escaping this world, but making this world the 

kind of place God can come to. And God is making us into the kind of people who can do 

this task, this kind of work.”    

 

                                                 
7
 See Matthew 10:34 

8
 See 2 Peter 3:13 
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One wonders which Bible are these people reading.   He seems to be ignorant of the fact 

that Scripture teaches, “The heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 

up.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved....”
9
   What does Peter say? Not 

put on a global mask to solve the world’s dilemmas and problems, but in light of this Pe-

ter says, “What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 

looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 

fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?”
10

  There, and as we 

have quoted earlier, “We look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-

eousness.”
11

 

 

I want to look—the time is moving on—to the mystical aspect of the Emerging Church.  

Due to the fact that the Emerging Church is not truth based means it is susceptible to all 

forms of error and falsehood as one might expect.  As we are not moved by the truth of 

God’s Word then we will seek experiences outside of that Word.  And that is exactly 

what we find in the Emergent movement. There is no real Jesus in the Emerging Church.  

I believe it is not the Jesus we find in the Bible.  Christ himself warned that, “Many will 

come in my name.”
12

 And there appears to be as many Jesus’ in the world as there are 

Jones’ in Wales.  The big question is: Which Jesus do we have and which Jesus are we 

following?   

 

Peter Rollins, an Emergent Leader in Northern Ireland—so it has come over into this 

country already—Icon. They all have strange names. They don’t have, you know, Emer-

gent Evangelical Church or Emergent Church. They have stupid, silly names. And here is 

one Icon. And the very name will suggest where it is going.   

 

Icon, “We as Icon,” they say, “are developing a theology which derives from the mystics, 

a theology without theology to complement our religion without religion.” 

 

You notice all this double talk. It doesn’t make sense. And you read their books. It 

doesn’t make sense.  Much of the Emergent Church thinking is not based on what the Bi-

ble teaches.  And they do not derive their theology from the Bible, but rather, their theol-

ogy—if it can be called that—from experience.   

 

Dan Kimball, another Emergent leader says, “The old paradigm taught that if you have 

the right teaching you will experience God. The new paradigms says that if you experi-

ence God you will have the right teaching.”   

 

Another Emergent leader [?] in England, so it has arrived on our shores near to here, 

Sanctus One, you know, so it is not, you know, the Baptist Tabernacle or somewhere. 

They adopt one of their silly names. Sanctus One which is actually in Manchester says, 

                                                 
9
 2 Peter 3:10-11 

10
 2 Peter 3:11-12 

11
 2 Peter 3:13 

12
 See Matthew 24:5, Mark 13:6, Luke 21:8 
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“We believe that God is not defined by theology. Experience is vital and experience de-

fines us.” 

 

Now in our second talk I am going to jump to the next section because we will be all af-

ternoon otherwise, but I want to jump on briefly and then we can close with some ques-

tions.  You see, this searching for meaning and experience has not driven this movement 

to the Word of God, but back into the world of Medieval Catholicism and Eastern mysti-

cism.   

 

Of course the Roman Catholic Church will endorse anything that furthers its own cause.  

An official endorsement in 1965 by the Vatican reads this.  “In Hinduism men seek re-

lease from the trials of the present life by ascetical practices, profound meditation and 

recourse to God in confidence and love. Buddhism proposes a way of life by which man 

can with confidence and trust attain a state of perfect liberation and reach supreme illu-

mination either through their own efforts or by the aid of divine help.” And then they go 

on to say, “The Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these relig-

ions.”   

 

The Second Vatican Counsel then or some time afterwards mentioned, “It longs to set 

forth the way it understands the presence and function of the Roman Catholic,” in this 

context, “Church in the world today. Therefore the world which the Counsel has in mind 

is the whole human family seen in the context of everything which envelopes it.  This is 

the reason why this sacred synod in proclaiming the noble destiny of man and affirming 

an element of the divine in him offers to cooperate unreservedly with mankind in foster-

ing a sense of brotherhood to correspond to this destiny of theirs.”  

 

You are not surprised, then, at the Emerging Church going down the pathway not just to 

Eastern mysticism, but to Romanism as well.  In Soul Shaper: Exploring Spirituality and 

Contemplative Practices in Youth Ministry Tony Jones advocates 16 ancient future, both, 

spiritual tools or disciplines such as—quote—“the Jesus prayer, [?] diviner, silence and 

solitude, stations of the cross, center in prayer, [?] and the labyrinth.”   

 

Richard Bennett, a former Roman Catholic priest says this, “Assuming that the Roman 

Catholic Evangelical split over the gospel is a thing of the past,” which we know it is not, 

“Jones begins by defining his Postmodern approach to youth ministry by combing aspects 

of what he sees as common spirituality and evangelicalism, Roman Catholicism and 

Eastern Orthodox traditions along with Eastern religious practices gleaned from Bud-

dhism and Hinduism.” Then it goes on, “Tony Jones’ involvement with youth ministry 

and leaders of youth ministry is particularly dangerous. This is the cause of cases of ob-

scure heretical practices from papal Rome when he then passes off on the unsuspecting as 

if he has rediscovered a long hidden spiritual treasure for Postmodern Christianity.  His 

major goal is to make his very Roman Catholic view of the past come alive in the present, 

something Bible believers should consider carefully especially regarding his very young 

audience.” 
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This man, by the way, Tony Jones, is a foul mouthed individual who uses foul language 

of the worst kind even in describing the Bible. It is for this reason that you will find some 

Emergent Churches lighting candles, crosses and other ritual things being performed, all 

done in seeking a deeper experience of the divine.  So they light their candles. They will 

have their crosses They will have their music and their lights.   Of course, they will all be 

different.   

 

But what are they doing? They are seeking an encounter with the divine.  They are seek-

ing an encounter with the spiritual. For the true evangelical we say we are not seeking or 

searching for the divine God out there whoever he may be.  We have found him in Jesus 

Christ, the Jesus alone in the pages of God’s Word.   

 

We are never against experiences, but experiences come from the Word of God and are 

based and tested by that very Word.   

 

You will notice many of these people talk about seeking the divine and their masks that 

they are having with McLaren and all this everything must change in 11 states of the 

United States.  They are all telling, “We are seeking something.”   

 

I am not seeking anything. I found it. I am not seeking God or deeper experiences. He is 

there in the Word in the written page.   

 

And just in closing:  Many young people will be attracted to this Emergent Church. They 

will pack them out.  The man we just quoted from, Tony Jones, you have seen his influ-

ence as to so many Emergent leaders among the youth. The Emergent Church targets the 

young and is of particular attraction to young people.  One of the reasons is that it uses an 

anything goes approach in worship.  You can have your bands. You can have your hip 

hop, your reggae, whatever music you want.  You can have it. You can bring your drums 

and whatever you want into worship, whatever is appealing, whatever you want, what-

ever you are into.  Bring it along.   

 

And people will think, “This is great.” 

 

But it is just like the world.  You can bring anything into it. All forms of worship and 

fleshiness come in. It would not amiss to say it is an almost anything goes approach. Any 

form of music no matter how much it represents the debased culture around us seems to 

be acceptable and even encouraged. So it will attract the young people who have no un-

derstanding of the gospel.   

 

Another reason for why it attracts and will attract the young people is because it appeals 

to their sinful nature.  It has almost a no rules policy.  If you are to go into an Emerging 

Church you will find standard.  Whatever is right for you is right. You will find one 

standing, another sitting, another slouching because anything goes.  Just fill out whatever 

takes your fancy.  We will have appeals, not appeals. There is no such thing as, “Let all 
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things be done decently and in order.”
13

  However, this pandering and [?] to the young is 

sinful.   

 

The young of our church—and they are to be those who are shown authority and leader-

ship—they are not to be those who are considered as to what they would like to see in 

church or what pleases them or what will attract them or what will keep you here.  Lead-

ership shall be done by those who are mature adults in the faith.  And this pattern of lead-

ership is seen right throughout Scripture.  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord.”
14

  

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 

souls.”
15

  Considering those who would be leaders there is one that ruleth his household 

well having his church or household in subjection.  

 

See, man’s heart is rebellious and will be attracted to this fleshy, false gospel of the 

Emergent Church. It is a denial of the clear truth oriented certain foundation of biblical 

Christianity.  

 

And I am going to close by summing up two quotes from the Emerging Church and then 

we will hand back to our chairman.  Sanctus One, an Emerging Church in Manchester 

says, as stated on their blog site, “Churches in the West are increasingly experimenting 

with more symbolic, reflective spiritualities [?] from Orthodox and Celtic traditions and 

sing digital technologies and ambient music.  How far can we engage with the Eastern 

spiritualities of our Sikh, Hindu and Muslim neighbors whilst retaining our Christian in-

tegrity?  What might an Emergent Church look like in a multi faith context?” 

 

Our second quote, “Does a little dose of Buddhism thrown into a belief system somehow 

kill off the Christian part?” 

 

Real Christians would say a loud, “Yes.” 

 

“My Buddhism doesn’t, except for the unfortunate inability to embrace Jesus,” as if that 

is a side issue, “is a better Christian based on Jesus’ description of what a Christian does, 

but almost every Christian I know...” 

 

It could be well, he doesn’t know any Christians.  

 

“If they are using Matthew 26 as a guide she would be a sheep and almost every Chris-

tian I personally know would be a goat.” 

 

And I say in the Emerging Church they are all goats and may be warned and discerning 

about Emerging Church?  
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