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[Sunday, January 8, 2017] The Church Series, The Practices of the Church, Part 4 – 
Discipline – Craig Thurman 

 
Discipline 

 
Our Free Pursuit of Christ and Fellowship with His People 
All of us that are members of this church would confess that our faith in Christ, 
being baptized and coming into the fellowship of this church were each personal, 
voluntary decisions that we made as the Lord worked in the privacy of our own 
hearts.  In other words none of us were coerced by anyone, at any time, to do 
these any of these things.  We freely profess our love for the Lord Jesus Christ and 
for one another.  We understand to varying degrees that we have before us the 
grandest privilege to live for Christ.   
 
Our Accountability to the Lord and One Another 
With that privilege comes accountability.  In our last lesson we considered the 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.  In it we were reminded that it is our 
responsibility, both personally and corporately, to examine or judge whether we 
are living as those that the Lord would allow to participate in the observance of 
this Supper or not.  Only those who live worthily of the Lord are allowed to 
partake of this Supper.  Living in a state of unconfessed sin and partaking of the 
Supper is to do so unworthily.  For this the Lord Jesus will come to us, whether 
individually or corporately, to judge.  Certainly we are to live worthily of the Lord 
at all times.  Who would deny that we are judged often for failing to judge 
ourselves and one another?   
 

Pr 13:24  He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 
chasteneth him betimes (early, diligently). 
 

 OrH3wi, shi-cha-ro, Piel (intensive active) pret. 3ps. masc. of rHawA, 

w/3ps. masc. suff.; the Piel preterite is found two other times and 
translated in Job 7.21, and thou shalt seek me in the morning; 
Ps.78.34, and enquired early after God; the idea is early; cf. Ps.63.1; 
Pv.1.28; Is.26.9; Hos.5.15; Pv.11.27; Qal pret., He that diligently 
seeketh good. 
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Probably synonymous to MkawA, sha-kam; The LORD dealt early with Israel: 

Jer.44.2  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye have seen all the 
evil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and upon all the cities of Judah; 
and, behold, this day they are a desolation, and no man dwelleth therein, 
3  Because of their wickedness which they have committed to provoke me to 
anger, in that they went to burn incense, and to serve other gods, whom 
they knew not, neither they, ye, nor your fathers. 
4  Howbeit I sent unto you all my servants the prophets, rising early (Hiphil 
[causative active] inf.; He came correcting, correcting, correcting) and 
sending them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate. 
5  But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to turn from their 
wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods. 
6  Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured forth, and was kindled in 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are wasted and 
desolate, as at this day. 

 
De 8:5  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth 
his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. 
 
Job 5:17  Eliphaz said to Job: Behold, happy is the man whom God 
correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: 
 
Ps 94:12  Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O LORD, and teachest 
him out of thy law … 
 
Ps 118:18  The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me 
over unto death. 
 
Pr 3:11  My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary 

of his correction … ַאְו  Qal fut. 2ps. masc. of CUq; KJV, to loathe ,ֹץקָּת־ל

(Nu.21.5, as Israel loathed ‘this light bread’), grieve, abhor, vex, distress. 
 
Heb 12:5  And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you 
as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
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6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth. 
 
Re 3:19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent. 
 

We are to live worthily of Christ and this fellowship that we have with Him and 
with one another.   
 

Walk worthy of the Christian vocation: 
Eph 4:1  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
2 ¶  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; 
3  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 
Walk worthy of the Lord: 
Col 1:10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
11  Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; 
12 ¶  Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light … 
 
Walk worthy of God: 
1Th 2:11  As ye know how we [Paul and those who ministered the gospel 
with him there: at least Luke, Timothy, Silas.] exhorted and comforted and 
charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, 
12  That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his 
kingdom and glory. 

 
By the grace of God we should live in a constant state of self-examination so that 
we keep ourselves walking worthily of the Lord.Christian calling, of Jesus Christ 
the Lord, and of God.  Sometimes, because of the deceitfulness of sin that can 
work in the heart, one of us, some of us, sometimes most of us, and potentially all 
of us, might need to repent for sin.   
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Re 2:5  Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and 
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 

 
Discipline Keeps Us Holy for Service 
God in His wisdom has provided a means to help us remain pure, and that is by 
the administration of church discipline.  
 

He.12.9  Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence:  
                                    regard 
 

The correction that we received from our fathers in the flesh caused 
us to reverence them.   
 

gave [them] reverence, e]netrepo<meqa, 1ppl. imperf. mid. of 

e]ntre<pw,  e]n at, by, in, with +  tre<pw, LXX, Ex.17.13, routed 

the enemy; e]ntre<pw, to reverence, regard (and so the idea 

behind it also being translated ashamed);  
 

cf. tre<fw, to be fed, nourished; e]ktre<fw, to nourish, 

bring up;   
 

cf. also a]natre<pw, e]pitre<pw, protre<ptomai, 

e]ntre<fomai. 

 
O.E.D.: 
Revere, 
1. trans. To hold in, or regard with deep respect or 
veneration.  
 
2.  With inf.  To be reluctant to do something, through a 
feeling of respect. Obs. rare1 
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Reverence, 
1.  Deep or due respect felt or shown towards a person 
on account of his or her position or relationship; 
deference.  Now rare or Obs. 

 
b. Deep respect and veneration for some thing, place, or 
person regarded as having a sacred or exalted character. 

  
The discipline that we received from our fathers or father figures 
caused us to give due regard to them.  It taught us to consider well 
the person who imparted to us the corrective measure. 
 

shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and 
live? [Perhaps, before Him with reverence.] 
 
                                                                          kata> 

10  For they verily for a few days chastened us after   [their] own pleasure;  
                                                                                       as    they counted [good] 
                                                                                   or, according to their thinking 
 

own pleasure, dokou?n, acc. sing. neut. part. pres.; the part. 

presents are translated in Mk.10.42, which are accounted; 
1Co.12.22, which seem; Gal.2.6 (twice), who seemed; and 
He.12.10, own pleasure. 

 
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 
 

holiness, a[gio<thtoj, gen. sing. a[gio<thj; only this once; LXX, 

only other place, 2Macc.15.2, holiness above. 
 
Earthly fathers corrected us for their own pleasure and we gave them 
reverence.  
 
Our Heavenly Father [chastens us] for our profit so that we should 
become partakers of his holiness.  

 
It is the will of God that every Christian live as Christ lived. 
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Ro 12:1  I beseech you therefore,  
                  call for 
 

parakalw?, 1ps. pres. ind. of parakale<w, para< near, beside, 

about +  kale<w, to call; KJV, to comfort, entreat, comfort, exhort, 

call for, etc. 
 
                 dia< 

brethren,    by       the mercies of God, that ye    present  
                 through                                                    stand up 
 

parasth?sai, aor. infin., pari<sthmi, para< near, beside, about +  

i!sthmi, to stand;  KJV, to assist, bring before, come, commend, 

present, presently give, shew, stand before, stand by, stand up, etc.  
                                               

your bodies a living sacrifice,  
 

The picture is as if we would present our own bodies to be offered 
upon the altar of God for a sacrifice. But in this case, instead of killing 
the body it is allowed to be spent in that service which is …  

 
         eu]a<reston 

holy,   acceptable   unto God,  
          well-pleasing 
 

A. T. Robertson, vol. 4, p.402, ‘[N]ot a propitiatory sacrifice, but one 
of praise.’  Children of God are not moved to service to atone to God 
for sin.  They are moved because of the mercies that God has shown 
to them through Jesus Christ atoning.  And this is called a reasonable 
service.’ 
 

which is your reasonable service. 
                           rational 
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2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 

reasonable, logikh>n, acc. sing. fem. of logiko<j; of the word. 

 
only other place, 1Pe. 2.2, the sincere1 milk of the word, i.e. 
the rational, pure, milk; in both instances this functions as an 
adjective;  
 

1Pe 2:2  As [not that we are] newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word [the sincere milk of reason], 
that ye may grow thereby … [Never allow to subside 
from our lives the desire for the undiluted, unmixed milk 
of God’s Word. As soon as we lose the desire for it is as 
soon as our faith becomes weakened and our minds 
become turned away from the truth.] 

 
sincere1, a@doloj; only here, but LXX, the adverb , is 

found in Wis.7.13 and translated ‘learned diligently’ … 
so, ‘without distraction’; and 1Pe. 2.2, sincere milk of 
the word would be the rations of an ‘unmixed’ milk. 

 
service, latrei<an, acc. sing. of latrei<a; KJV, service, divine service; 

it is in reference to the special service of God.  All service through 
Christ to God is special service.  There is nothing unimportant in the 
service of Christ.  It is interesting that the first time we find the Gr. 
latrei<a, in the LXX, it is in reference to keeping the service of the 

Passover.  Here, Israel was to be careful to attend to all of the 
important details which involved  the observance of Passover.  Failing 
or lacking in any point would be to fail to keep it. 
  

Ex 12:25  And if ye should enter into the land, which the Lord 
shall give you, as he has spoken, keep this service. 
26  And it shall come to pass, if your sons say to you, What is 
this service? 
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27  that ye shall say to them, This passover is a sacrifice to the 
Lord, as he defended the houses of the children of Israel in 
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, but delivered our houses. 

 
Then in Ex.13.5, the Gr. latrei<a refers to the feast of unleavened 

bread.  In Macc.1.43; 2.19, 22 it is translated religion. 
 

Maccabees is an apocryphal book.  It is not Scripture.  We do 
not use it as Scripture.  We only use it to define the word 
under consideration at the moment.  
 

What is religion?  It is the manner of service to God.  In the New 
Testament there are religions referred to.  There is the Pharisee’s 
religion. (Acts 26.5)  There is the Jew’s religion.  (Gal.1.13, 14) And 
James wrote that our religion is vain, empty, nothing, if it doesn’t 
show its power through a bridled tongue.   
 

Jas 1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s 
religion is vain. 
 

What comes from the tongue says more about the reality of our 
religion than anything else that we can do. 
 
Then James states that there is a pure and undefiled religion which 
really touches people where they have need.   
 

Ja.1.27  Pure  
 

kaqara>, nom. sing. neut. pl. of kaqaro<j; KJV, pure, 

clean; of a heart and conscience that functions correctly; 
pure gold, clear glass; and so, a properly functioning … 

 
religion  
 

A religion without impurity, defects, unmixed, without 
hypocrisy. 
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and undefiled  
 

a]mi<antoj, a] negative particle + miai<nw, to become 

dysfunctional or defectively affected. 
 
before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world.  
 

It is these that the world takes the greatest advantage 
of.  But real religion meets the needs of these dear 
saints who are fatherless and widows, for no other 
reason than that we have the common bond of love in 
Jesus Christ. 

 
unspotted, a@spilon, acc. sing. of a@spiloj, a] negative 

particle +  spi<loj, to spot or defile; would be to keep the 

commandments without spot, meaning that as we do the 
things of Christ we haven’t soiled the commandments with 
carnal manners; our lives are lived in holiness being without 
blotches of poor behavior.  

 
Religion really is a proper exercise of the faith of Jesus Christ.  
 
The verb, latreu<w is translated serve and worship. This is used 14 

times from Exodus chapters 4-12, and it is stated that the reason 
God brought the Israelites out from Egyptian bondage was so that 
they may serve the LORD.  Nu.16.9 is a parallel text to Ro.12.1: 
 

KJV, Nu 16:9  Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the 
God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the 
tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before (present) the 
congregation to minister unto them? 
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LXX, Nu 16:9  Is it a little thing for you, that the God of Israel 
has separated you from the congregation of Israel, and 
brought you near to himself to minister in the services of the 
tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before (present) the 
tabernacle to minister for them? 

 
The members of this church are united as one body in the Lord.   
 

Ro 12:4  For as we have many members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office: 
5  So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 
another. 

 
1Corinthians Chapter 5 
In 1Corinthians chapter 5 the Corinthian church is portrayed as a single lump of 
dough which had leavening introduced into it. They must cut off that portion of 
leavening from the lump so that they might be restored to a new, unleavened 
lump [of dough].  It is in this way that they once again may continue partaking in 
the feast of unleavened bread.  In other words they are restored to an holy 
fellowship. 
  

(Read 1Co.5.1-5, as far as we know, of the two which have committed this 
sin, only one was a member of the Corinthian church.  Only the man, not 
the woman is brought before the congregation for judgment.) 

 
This has become public knowledge, at least it has become public knowledge to 
the membership of this church. 
 

Vs.1, It is reported commonly … [Or, Everywhere it is heard …];  
 

reported, a]kou<etai, 3ps. pres. ind. pass. of a]kou<w, to hear;  

 
commonly, o!lwj, adv., KJV, at all (2), commonly (1), utterly,(1). 

 
Sin must be proved true.  Rumors and gossip, wagging tongues and loose lips will 
kill a church quicker than anything else.  And there is a right way and a wrong way 
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to approach sin in the body.  Every member is amply warned against corrupt 
communications.  
 

1Co 15:33  Be not deceived: evil     communications    corrupt good manners. 
                                                                   communing or talking [among yourselves] 
 
Two or Three Witnesses 
Church judgments must be based on facts.  The Word of God protects every 
member of this church against false accusations.  While we have a responsibility 
to one another to keep ourselves holy, we also have a responsibility to protect 
one another against the slanderous tongue.  For such misbehavior, even if the 
report of sin is correct, those who have conducted the report in an evil fashion 
are themselves worthy of judgment for their misconduct concerning the matter.  
Let us be committed to following the Word of God for resolving sin in the body.   
 
We are taught how to proceed to confirm reports of sin and to judge the sinner.  
What we don’t want to happen is to hear two or three people spreading 
something, whether it is true or false, to two or three others. If we know 
something to be true against a brother or a sister who has sinned, let us abide by 
the Word of God. There must be two or three agreed witnesses to the truth of 
the matter.   
 

Paul would not act against any Christian without sufficient witnesses: 
2Co 13:1  This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or 
three witnesses shall every word be established. 
 
Paul warned Timothy against hasty judgment: 
1Ti 5:19  Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or 
three witnesses. 
 
The O.T. required verifiable witnesses: 
Heb 10:28  He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or 
three witnesses … 
 

When once the sinner has been confronted and the sin confirmed the next step is 
judgment.  When a child of God refuses to repent of sin he must be brought 
before the congregation to be excommunicated or excluded from the fellowship 
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of the church, cut off, put out, cast out of the church body. This is what Paul 
would have the Corinthian church to do. He was clear.  He told them what he 
would do if he were present with them, and he commanded them to do the same.  
It is true that none of us should commit sin.  (1Jn.2.1, I write unto you, that ye 
[should] sin not.)  There are sins which should never be committed in the church.  
Let us reset our minds concerning the seriousness of each of these. 
 

Eph.5.1 ¶  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for 
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ gave His life so that we might live, and this love 
that He has shown for us should compel us to live acceptably to God. 
And if we live acceptable to God it is certain that we live acceptably 
before one another.   

 
3 ¶  But fornication, and all uncleanness (impure behaviors), or 
covetousness [greediness], let it not be once named among you [pres. 
imper. pass.], as becometh [or, comely, meaning ‘acceptable; suitable, 
gracefully fitted, proper’] saints; 
4  Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not 
convenient [a]nh<konta, nom. pl. neu. part. pres. of a]nh<kw, also, fit]: but 

rather giving of thanks. 
 

This is not meant to be a conclusive list of sins against the church 
that are to be judged if necessary.  Brethren, we would judge 
murmuring, gossiping, lying, covetousness, murder, drunkenness, 
stealing, and more. 

 
Sometimes we become jaded to sin because it is so prevalent about us.  Saints 
should eschew evil. (1Pe.3.11, e]kklina<tw, KJV, Ro.3.12, gone out of the way; 

16.17, avoid)  All sin causes a serious breech in fellowship between God and 
between His people.  When we continue without repentance we become liable to 
the church for judgment.  And this judgment, let’s be clear, is a very unpleasant 
experience for everyone concerned. 
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Heb 12:11  Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth (a]podi<dwsi, 3ps. pres. ind. ‘it 

sends forth) the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them (on both sides 
of this issue; the correctors and the corrected) which are exercised (trained) 
thereby (di] au]th?j, through it). 

 
which are exercised, gegumnasme<noij, dat. pl. masc. part. perf. 

pass. of gumna<zw; always translated in the KJV with the English 

word exercise; to put it under the regimen or stresses; LXX, the noun 
has to do with a place for exercise, a gymnasium; LXX, the verb is to 
contest, exercise, train. 

 
Everyone knows the Scripture which says, Mt 7:1  Judge not, that ye be not 
judged. But few understand what it means.  Everyone makes judgments.  But 
what we are warned against is making poor judgments/bad decisions:  making 
bad decisions that affect our lives in so many ways; making bad decision to sin; 
making bad decision about how to approach the sinner; making bad decisions 
when we judge one another.  All of these are important decisions.  And the only 
way to make good decisions is by knowing more of the truths of the Word of God 
and making application of them. We must learn to make good decisions or 
judgments.  This is part of the Christian’s responsibility.   
 
The Sinner Must Be Judged: 
Whenever our actions bring shame to Christ and His witness in this church we 
must act together in judgment.  By virtue of our relationship to one another when 
one sins we are all charged with it.  In the Old Testament there is a man named 
Achan.  He sinned against the commandment of the Lord, and because he was 
one of the children of the nation of Israel his sin was imputed to the entire nation. 
  

Jos 7:1  But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the 
tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against the children of Israel. 
… 
11  Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I 
commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have 
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also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own 
stuff. 

 
Achan had sinned and very likely had brought his family into it as well.  His sin, 
because he was a part of Israel, brought upon the nation guiltiness before God.  
Public, unconfessed sin by one member in the body brings upon the whole church 
guilt. We do not live to ourselves.  
 

Ro.14.7  For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 
8  For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die 
unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

 
We have a connection and an affect upon this church as a member. 
 

1Co.12.13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit. 
14  For the body is not one member, but many. 
… 
20  But now are they many members, yet but one body. 
… 
25  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members 
should have the same care one for another. 
26  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 
27 ¶  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

 
We member are what makes up this whole body.  We are linked together.  My 
actions and your actions have effect upon this church.  As Israel put away the sin 
of Achan so the church must put away the sinner for unrepentance.  And in this 
way the congregation becomes reinstated to holiness.  
 

Jos.7.14  In the morning therefore ye shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; and the family which the LORD shall take 
shall come by households; and the household which the LORD shall take 
shall come man by man. 
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15  And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be 
burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the 
covenant of the LORD, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel. 
16 ¶  So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought Israel by their 
tribes; and the tribe of Judah was taken: 
17  And he brought the family of Judah; and he took the family of the 
Zarhites: and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi 
was taken: 
18  And he brought his household man by man; and Achan, the son of 
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 
19  And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD 
God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou 
hast done; hide it not from me. 
20  And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed I have sinned against the 
LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done: 
21  When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two 
hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I 
coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the 
midst of my tent, and the silver under it. 
22  So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; and, behold, it 
was hid in his tent, and the silver under it. 
23  And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto 
Joshua, and unto all the children of Israel, and laid them out before the 
LORD. 
24  And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and 
the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his 
daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all 
that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. 
25  And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with 
fire, after they had stoned them with stones. 

 
This might seem like harsh judgment, and whether or not we understand it, we 
must follow the commandments of Christ.  In Achan’s case consider this:  36 men 
died as a result of Achan’s sin.  Possibly 36 fathers died; 36 families could have 
been left fatherless, or 36 mothers could have been bereaved of their sons.  We 
have no idea how greatly our sin affects others or the church, but it is certain that 
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it does have an effect. Especially because we fail to judge ourselves and one 
another the Lord may send weakness, sickness, and death.  This will not be 
resolved by temporarily suspending or limiting a member’s activities in the 
church; it isn’t resolves through penance;  it isn’t resolved by an increase of giving 
or more service.  The only way to resolve this is repentance or removal.  It is 
painful because it is an amputation of a member of our body. 
 
(Read 1Co.5.6-8) 
 
The sin of this member had affected the church of Corinth in an evil manner.  In 
1Co.11.20-22, 27-34 we read of the dangers of the continued fellowship of sin in a 
church.    In 1Co.5.2 some had become puffed up.  Like a disease that is left 
untreated can spread from one person to another so the effects of sin left 
unjudged affects others. 
  

Ga 5:15  But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another. 
 
Ec 8:11  Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 

 
The sinner, as long as he adheres to his sin must be purged from the body, which 
means that as he remains in a state of unrepentance our fellowship cannot be 
allowed to continue with him. It is not that this one is no longer a brother or sister 
in Christ.  I hope we understand that.  We do not call into question the reality of 
the faith of one upon whom we administer church discipline.  The very fact of 
discipline acknowledges the reality of our relations as a brother and sister in 
Christ. 
 

2Th 3:15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 
 

Being put out of the church means that he stands outside of the sphere of the 
church, and in the sphere of the world where Satan has the greatest freedom to 
destroy the life of that one.   
 
We should not continue to have fellowship as we did before he was disciplined.  
There is a changed in the relationship.  It is not as if he never was a part of the 
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congregation because he was.  And it for this reason that he stands in a different 
relationship to us than those who have never been with us.  Discipline is practices 
because we have a hope for the recovery of our brother from sin.  That is the goal 
of discipline: restoration to the body.  This is not the attitude that we have 
toward those who have never been of the membership of this church.  This one 
who has been excluded from all of the former rights and privileges that members 
in good standing enjoy, who cannot partake with in the Lord’s Supper, who should 
be excluded from all of the decision-making processes, who should be rejected 
from the brotherly associations we have from house to house, is treated so with 
the hopes of restoration.  Discipline is as one who would remove leaven from a 
lump of dough before the whole lump is become leavened.  
 

Mt.13.33  Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened. 

 
Sin left unjudged in the body will affect the whole body unless it is removed. The 
only way to prevent the spread of the effects of sin is to cut off that which is 
leavened.  What remains is a new lump without the leavening in it.   
 

1Ti 5:20  Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear. 
 
In a sense, by exercising church discipline the membership is reorganized to fill up 
the office of a saint from which this member has fallen.  In a sense by discipline 
the body is healed of the wound it has received for sin.  The spread of the 
leavening effect of sin in the body is stopped.  The church becomes a new lump 
[of dough].  It becomes a new lump (of dough) from which unleavened bread is 
made.   
 

fu<rama; in the LXX (Greek) this is translated dough; KJV (Hebrew), 

kneadingtroughs; the verb, fura<w/fu<ran it is translated (LXX) kneaded 

and so meaning to mix (the verb is not used in the N.T.) 
 
The exercise of proper church discipline makes us a new lump. The church then 
continues as a body keeping the feast in holiness. We keep the feast with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity (ei]likrinei<aj, gen. sing., ei!lh sunshine +  kri<nw, 

to judge, clear judgment) and truth.   
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The church does not observe Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
While these are literal feasts to the nation of Israel they carry for the 
churches a typical significance that may be applied to the N.T. church.    The 
feast of unleavened bread is our feasting upon Christ, fellowshipping with 
Him and keeping ourselves from sin as we walk through this life. 
 

(Read 1Co.5.9-13) 
 
Paul’s further instruction clarifies for us the distinction that there is between 
those who were never a part of this church and the difference that we make of 
those who were formerly associated with us.  Because we live and breathe in this 
present world it is impossible for us not to have some interactions with those who 
are drunkards, thieves, fornicators, adulterers, blasphemers, extortioners, railers, 
etc.  Paul says that in order to make such an absolute separation from sinners we 
would needs go out of the world. But particularly so, anyone who calls himself a 
brother or a sister, and lives like the world, we should withdraw our fellowship 
from them.  Brethren, if Christians want to live like the world they may do so 
without our blessing and not as a part of this church. 
 

2Th 3:6  Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh 
disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us. 
 
1Ti 6:5  Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself.  
 
2Th 3:14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. 
15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

 
Brethren, we must make judgements.   
 
What is the goal?  The goal is two-fold:  First, we want to see the wayward 
recovered. 
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2Ti.24  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, patient, 
25  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who 
are taken captive by him at his will.  
 
Gal.6.1.1 ¶  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 
lest thou also be tempted. 
2  Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
 

At some time we might be called upon the render such judgments against one of 
our own.  This is might be my son or daughter, or my niece, my aunt or my uncle, 
my brother or my sister, my mother or my father, or my best friend, and everyone 
that now forms my family in the Lord.  Whenever we will acts in obedience to the 
Word of God we are proved to love Him above all others. When we fail we are 
disobedient to Him and haven’t the love that we ought. 
  

Mt.10.37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me. 

 
It doesn’t always work out as we hoped.  How many Christians have been put out 
and never returned?  How many have returned?  Probably the greater part of 
them.  But this is the work of God and we are to obey Him above all or else we do 
not love Him as we ought.   
 
The church is kept pure before the Lord and ready for His return. 
 

1Th 5:23  And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2Co 11:2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 
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What happened to this Corinthian brother that sinned?  Turn to 2Corinthians 
chapter 2.  Read verses 1-11.  This man, through the obedient act of the church 
and the working of the Lord as He directed Satan to bring destruction upon his 
life, was restored to a right standing with Christ and his church.  And in the matter 
the Corinthian church was proven to have loved the Lord above all.  What they 
did in obeying the direction of the Spirit of God through the apostle Paul proved 
their love for Christ.   
 
There are churches that refuse to practice the ordinance of discipline.  Or, if they 
do it is not according to the Word of God.  Banning members from certain 
functions or events is not biblical church discipline.  The practice of church 
discipline isn’t difficult to understand, but it can be very difficult to do.  Do we 
love the Lord?  Do we love one another enough to obey the Word of God? 
 


