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Jesus First 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

Communication 

 Communication is key 

 When communication breaks down, misunderstandings 

happen, morale slides 

 Hebrews is a book that has a lot to say about the importance 

of good communication 

 written to a group of Jewish Christians who have 

misheard or failed to hear what God communicates 

 as a result, they have replaced intimacy with God with 

outward formalism 

 they are depending on a lot of ritual and external actions 

to keep them connected with God 

 When communication with God gets interrupted, the human 

heart tends to replace relationship with religion 

To Know Christ 

 Who/what are you looking at? 

 Who/what are you listening to? 

 Fix your eyes on Jesus: the way, the truth, the life 

 put Jesus first 

 keep Jesus first 

God Spoke 

 God is a communicating God 

 God wants to be known 

 God is invisible but not unknowable 

 God needs to be listened to! 

 Two facets of God's communication 

 long ago 

 in these last days 

 a familiar phrase to Jewish readers 

 cf. Jer 33:14-16, Micah 5:1-4, Zech 9:9, 16 

 the woman at the well, John 4:25 

 As important as it is, the OT is a fragmentary and 

incomplete revelation of God's message to lost people 

 moving from incomplete truth to more complete truth 

 this revelation remains incomplete until the NT is 

finished 



 God has spoken to us by His Son 

 Jesus is God's final revelation 

 God fully expresses Himself in His Son 

Jesus is Superior to All Else 

 Jesus is superior to and exalted above anyone or anything 

 Jesus is the HEIR of all things 

 everything that exists will find its true meaning only 

when it comes under the final control of Jesus Christ 

 Romans 11:36, For from him and through him and to 

him are all things 

 because of Jesus' redemptive work, all rule and authority 

over God's final kingdom will ultimately and eternally be 

given to Him (Ps 2:8-9, 89:26-27, Rev 11:15) 

 firstborn = legal rights of inheritance and authority 

 Jesus is the CREATOR of all things 

 Jesus is the agent through whom God created the world 

(John 1:3) 

 the ability to create belongs to God and God alone 

 Jesus is the SUSTAINER of all things 

 Jesus supports and maintains the universe 

 this is a continuous, ongoing action 

 Jesus is the PURIFIER of all things 

 not only are all people subject to sin's penalty, creation 

itself is scarred and defaced because of sin's curse 

 because of His sinless sacrifice, Jesus purifies His people 

and His creation from the stain of sin 

 after Jesus made purification for our sin, He sat down at 

the right hand of the Majesty on high 

 Jesus is in a place of honor 

 Jesus is in a place of authority 

 Jesus' work is finished 

 Jesus is seated where He can make intercession for us 

Personal Application 

1. What impact does it have on you to know that God is a 

communicating God that needs to be listened to, loved, and 

obeyed? 

2. Do you want to know Jesus better? How willing are you to 

devote time, energy, thought and discipline to doing that? 

3. Do you believe Jesus is God's full and final revelation? 

Why or why not? 

4. The author of Hebrews describes Jesus as the Heir, Creator, 

Sustainer, and Purifier of all things. What implications do 

each of these four facets of Jesus' nature and character have 

for you? 

5. Spend time praising and worshiping God for the things He 

communicates about Himself in these opening verses of 

Hebrews. 


