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Message #17                                                                                                              Joshua 9:1-27 
 
One of the most critical times of vulnerability for a believer is in the aftermath of some victory. 
Just because we win a battle does not mean we win the whole war.  In fact, when we have seen 
God do some wonderful things and we have experienced a wonderful victory, we can let our 
guard down and be easily deceived.   
 
For example, we may fervently pray for something and see God answer the prayer and then let 
our guard down and stop fervently praying.  Victory one moment does not mean there could not 
be some defeat the next moment and that point is clear from this text in Joshua. 
 
If ever there is a lesson of God’s people letting their guard down after victory it is Joshua 9.  
Joshua 9 takes place chronologically after a wonderful victory of Ai.   The city had been 
captured, the spoils were being enjoyed and the worship was solid.  As a result, it was almost as 
if Israel relaxed a bit and let her guard down and, as a result, it cost her. 
 
The lesson to be learned here is this: 
 
AFTER GOD HAS GIVEN US A VICTORY, WE NEED TO REMAIN  ALERT 
BECAUSE THE DECEPTIVE ENEMY WILL TRY TO SNEAK HIS W AY IN TO 
BRING TROUBLE AND DEFEAT. 
 
In the aftermath of God giving Israel a great victory at Ai, Joshua and the leaders and Israel just 
let down their guard a little bit and a group of Gibeonites deceptively snuck their way into a 
relationship with Israel.  Even though God was still sovereign, Israel did something stupid. 
 
Alan Redpath said–every victory you win is an invitation for the enemy to bring a full scale 
attack against you.  When we have seen God give us a great victory, we need to keep our guard 
up.  We must realize that the enemy does not cease to exist just because we have had victory. 
The enemy is crafty and will come at us from a variety of angles.  God’s people need to know 
this. 
 
Now there are seven historical responses to this story: 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #1 – The response of all the kings to Israel’s victory.  9:1-2 
 
All of the kings who were in the remaining Promised Land on the west side heard of what had 
happened at Jericho and Ai, so they formed a coalition against Israel for the purpose of fighting 
Joshua and Israel.   
 
They did not fear God and they were not supportive of Israel; they hated Israel and wanted to 
fight Israel.  Now why is that?  The reason is because Israel is the nation of God.  It is the 
same reason Israel is hated today.  When any nation or individual is right with God, people will 
rise up who will be your enemy and they will unite in their evil cause. 
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Now the reason why these kings did not believe anymore in Israel’s invincibility is because 
of Achan’s sin at Ai, which did cost them a defeat.  Had not that event occurred, these kings 
would have been as dormant as Jericho.  But this one letdown brought a sense of strength to the 
enemy.  Achan’s sin prompted these kings to believe there was a real chink in Israel’s armor. 
 
When we resist the devil, he will flee from us; but when we sin it gives him and his forces the 
concept that he can take us and beat us.  He is relentless and if he sees an opening, he will try to 
take advantage of it. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #2 – The response of the Gibeonites to Israel’s victories.  9:3-6 
 
Gibeon was a much greater city than Ai (Josh. 10:2).  The Gibeonites actually controlled four 
key cities of the Promised Land–Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim (9:17).  The 
Gibeonites lived in the hill country only about six miles N.W. of Jerusalem and six miles S.W. of 
Ai. 
 
When they heard how the Israelites had taken Jericho and Ai, they came up with a crafty, 
ingenious plan to lure the Israelites into accepting them.  They invented a lie and played the part 
of a lie in order to join with Joshua and his forces. 
 
Now their plan was this–they set out as an envoy and made it look like they had traveled from 
some far country to join with Israel.  In all reality, they had only traveled six miles.  To help sell 
this lie, they loaded their donkeys with worn out sacks and wineskins which had been torn and 
mended.  They dressed in clothing that looked like they had traveled hundreds of miles and they 
took crumpled bread to make it appear as though it had been weeks since they had eaten fresh 
food. 
 
Verse 6 says they went to Joshua and told him they were from a far country and they wanted him 
to make a covenant agreement with them.  The reality of this is that they lived six miles away, 
but they gave the appearance that they came from another world. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, learn a lesson.  When the enemy is trying to sneak into your life, he will 
try to create an appearance of something that is a delusional lie.  We must never judge a book 
by its cover, we must read the book! 
 
When you watch programs about those who committed crimes, sometimes they show the inter-
view being conducted by the police.  The people appear to be so sincere and so truthful, but 
many times the police discover that they are lying.  Appearances prove nothing. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #3- The initial response of Israel to the Gibeonites.  9:7 
 
This is a very critical verse for it shows that there were initially some questions and doubts and 
red flags.  Initially this smelled a little fishy.   
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Some apparently had some suspicions that they were living in the land and perhaps had not 
traveled from a far country.  If this were the case, there was no way they were going to make 
some covenant deal with them. 
 
I truly believe that when evil comes at you, you will have a sense about what is right.  When 
those red flags go up, follow through with them.  Find out the truth.  See what is really there.  
Don’t just dismiss those initial impulses because those surges may be the Spirit of God. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #4 – The Gibeonites respond to the Israelites.  9:8-13 
 
The Gibeonites sensed the tension, but they wanted to get into a covenant relationship with Israel 
so they said some things that were true, part true and false.  They made five statements to make 
the sale: 
 
Statement #1 - We have come to be your servants.  9:8  This is true! 
 
Statement #2 - We have come from a far country.  9:9a  This is false! 
 
Statement #3 - We have come because they heard the LORD was Israel’s God.  9:9b-10  
                            This is true! 
 
Statement #4 - We have come because our leadership wants a united relationship with you.   
                             9:11  This is true! 
 
Statement #5 - We have come to share our aged bread and wine with you.  9:12-13  This is  
                             false! 
 
The bread and wine were from six miles away and did not travel some long distance. 
 
This is how enemies work, you cannot trust them.  They say things that are part true, part false 
and completely false.  They will tell you what they want you to hear, not the whole truth. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #5 – The Israelites respond to the Gibeonites.  9:12-15 
 
The men of Israel went ahead and took some of their provisions and entered into a peace 
covenant with the Gibeonites.  They had been duped and in this context there are two major 
mistakes they made: 
 
Mistake #1 - They accepted questionable evidences based on appearance.  9:12-13 
 
They relied upon the appearance of things and not the reality of it.  They relied upon their own 
perception and they were deceived.  If you base your decision on an appearance you can easily 
be deceived. 
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More than one person has purchased a used vehicle that some salesman said was great, which 
turned out to be a lemon.  I read of one person who would always take a car to a mechanic before 
the purchase except one time.  A salesman made the car out to be so great, he didn’t bother to do 
it, but just bought it and, as a result, in a couple of weeks the car fell apart.  Do not respond to 
hype, check facts.  
 
Mistake #2 - They did not pray and seek the counsel of God.  9:14 
 
This was a major decision and they did not even pray about it.  The moment you and I rely upon 
our own understanding instead of going to the Lord, we can expect disastrous results. 
 
We need to seek the mind of God in every decision of life–mate, house, job, even vehicle.  
People can make it look so good, but be careful.  Back away and talk to the Lord.  This is what 
Israel neglected to do. 
 
Alan Redpath said, “Never, never, never trust your own judgment in anything.”  Pray about 
things even when you think you are right. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #6 – The Israelites discover they have been duped.  9:16-21 
 
Three days later, the Israelites realized they had been tricked (v. 16).  They were moving through 
the Promised Land and realized that this group of cities was owned by the group with whom they 
had just made a covenant (v. 17). 
 
If they had only consulted God, He would have revealed that to them.  But it was too late. 
According to verses 18-21, some of the people wanted to go back on their covenantal agreement, 
but it was too late.  They had made a covenantal agreement with these people and had sworn an 
oath that they would live.  They could not go back on their word. 
 
By the way, here is a great proof of the doctrine of eternal security.  Once God had entered into a 
covenant relationship with someone, He cannot go back on His Word or covenant, even if the 
person turns out to be a spiritual liar and loser. 
 
HISTORICAL RESPONSE #7 – Joshua responds to the Gibeonites.  9:22-27 
 
Joshua must have felt totally responsible for what happened.  He responded to the Gibeonites in 
three ways: 
 
Response #1 - Joshua rebukes them.  9:22-25 
 
Joshua informed them that they had been very deceptive.  The Gibeonites could have gotten into 
a good relationship with Israel by not lying.  In fact, God’s Word provided for that–
Deuteronomy 20:10-12.   
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However, it is obvious that the Gibeonites did not know God’s Word.  Joshua informs them that 
they will be cursed and the servants of Israel for the rest of their lives.  Actually the Gibeonites 
were okay with that, at least they would be alive (9:25b). 
 
Response #2 - Joshua delivers them.  9:26 
 
This is the only place in the book of Joshua where he saves and delivers a foreign nation.  He did 
demonstrate pure grace to them. 
 
Response #3 - Joshua assigns them.  9:27 
 
The responsibilities of the Gibeonites would be to cut wood and haul water for the people and for 
God’s altar. 
 
The Gibeonites must have been willing servants, for if we turn the clock forward a few years we 
discover four realities: 
 
(Reality #1) - They returned among the exiles during the days of Nehemiah to help rebuild the  
                         walls of Jerusalem.  Neh.7:25 
 
(Reality #2) - Their city was a place where God appeared to Solomon.  I Kings 3:5 
 
(Reality #3) - Their city was a place that featured the tabernacle of God.  I Chron.21:29 
 
(Reality #4) - Their city was a place that featured the worship of God.  II Chron. 1:3 
 
Actually for the Gibeonites, things did not turn out so bad. 
 
 
Key Lessons: 
 
1) The enemy is out to deceptively sneak into your world.  Examine everything carefully  
          and Prayerfully. 
 
2) When red flags go up–check it out with God’s Word. 
 
3) Do not judge a book by its cover, read the book. 
 
4) Realize that when God has entered into a covenant relationship with you, it is forever. 


