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The 1689 Confession of Faith; Chapter 2 – “Of God and the Holy Trinity”,  
Message # 19  – “God’s Wisdom – A Communicable Attribute”, Presented in the 

Adult Sunday School Class, by Pastor Paul Rendall on January 8th, 2017. 
 

 
Chapter 2 – Of God and the Holy Trinity, Paragraph 1 -  
The Lord our God is but (a)one only living and true God; whose (b)subsistence is in and of Himself, (c)infinite in being and 
perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but Himself; (d)a most pure spirit, (e) invisible, without body, parts, 
or passions, who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; who is (f)immutable, 
(g)immense, (h)eternal, incomprehensible, (i)almighty, every way infinite, (k)most holy, most wise, most free, most absolute; 
(l)working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, (m)for his own glory; most loving, 
gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; (n)the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him, and withal most just (o)and terrible in his judgments, (p)hating all sin, and who will by no means 
clear the (q)guilty.   

 
Romans 11: 33-36 – “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!”  “How unsearchable 
are His judgments and His ways past finding out.” “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever.” “Amen.” 
 
Wisdom Defined –  
Stephen Charnock says that wisdom is “a transcendent excellency of the Divine Nature”.  “We have spoken of the 
knowledge of God, and infiniteness of it.”  “The next attribute is the wisdom of God.”  “Most confound the 
knowledge and the wisdom of God together; but there is a manifest distinction between them in our conception. 
 
But in particular, Stephen Charnock says: Wisdom in God consists: 
  
A. In acting for a right end.  The chiefest part of prudence is fixing a right end, and in choosing fit means and 
directing them to that scope.”  “To shoot at random is a mark of folly.”  “As he is the wisest man that hath the 
noblest end and fittest means, so God is infinitely wise; as He is the most excellent being, so He hath the most 
excellent end.”  “As there is none more excellent than Himself, nothing can be His end but Himself.”  “As He is the 
cause of all, so He is the end of all; and He puts a true bias into all the means He uses, to hit the mark He aims at: 
 
Definition of Prudence – “Wisdom applied to practice.  1.  Prudence implies caution in deliberating 
and consulting on the most suitable means to accomplish valuable purposes, and the exercise of sagacity in 
discerning and selecting them. Prudence differs from wisdom in this, that prudence implies more caution and 
reserve than wisdom, or is exercised more in foreseeing and avoiding evil, than in devising and executing that which 
is good. It is sometimes mere caution or circumspection.  Prudence is principally in reference to actions to be done, 
and due means, order, season and method of doing or not doing things.  
 
Wisdom is a Communicable Attribute –  
 
2nd Chronicles 1: 11 and 12  - “And God said to Solomon: ‘Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked 
riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life – but have asked wisdom and 
knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king – wisdom and knowledge 
are granted you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor such as no of the kings have had who have been 
before you, nor shall any after you have the like.” 
 
Webster’s Dictionary of 1828 says Wisdom is:  
1. “The right use or exercise of knowledge; the choice of laudable (praiseworthy) ends, and of the best means 
to accomplish them. This is wisdom in act, effect, or practice. If wisdom is to be considered as a faculty of the mind, 
it is the faculty of discerning or judging what is most just, proper and useful, and if it is to be considered as an 
acquirement, it is the knowledge and use of what is best, most just, most proper, most conducive to prosperity or 
happiness.  Wisdom in the first sense, or practical wisdom, is nearly synonymous with discretion.  It differs 
somewhat from prudence, in this respect; prudence is the exercise of sound judgment in avoiding evils; wisdom is 
the exercise of sound judgment either in avoiding evils or attempting good.  Prudence then is a species, of which 
wisdom is the genus.  Wisdom gained by experience, is of inestimable value. Scott. 
“It is hoped that our rulers will act with dignity and wisdom ; that they will yield everything to reason, and refuse 
everything to force.”  Ames 
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Proverbs 1: 20-23 – “Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares.”  “She cries out in the 
chief concourses, at the openings of the gates in the city.”  “She speaks her words: ‘How long, you simple ones, will 
you love simplicity?”  “For scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge.”  “Turn at my rebuke; 
Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.” 
 
2. In Scripture, human learning; erudition; knowledge of arts and sciences.  “Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians.”  Acts vii. 
3. Quickness of intellect : readiness of apprehension; dexterity in execution ; as the wisdom of Bezaleel and Aholiab. 
Ex. xxxi. 
4. Natural instinct and sagacity. Job xxxix. 
5. In Scripture theology, wisdom is true religion; godliness; piety; the knowledge and fear of God, and sincere and 
uniform obedience to his commands.  This is the wisdom which is from above. Ps. xc. 
Job xxviii. 
6. Profitable words or doctrine. Ps. xxxvii. 
The wisdom of this world, mere human erudition; or the carnal policy of men, their craft and artifices in promoting 
their temporal interests ; called fleshly wisdom. 
1 Cor. ii. 2. Cor. i. 
The wisdom of words, artificial or affected eloquence ; or learning displayed in teaching.  1 Cor. i. ii. 
 
W.G.T. Shedd on the classification of the Attributes of God -  
The number and classification of the Divine attributes is attended with some difficulty, and has led to considerable 
difference of opinion among theologians. Some reckon self-existence, immensity, simplicity, eternity, and the like, 
among the Divine attributes; others do not. Nitzsch (Christian Doctrine, § 66) denies that infinity, eternity, and 
immutability, are properly denominated attributes.  The Divine attributes have been classified as incommunicable 
and communicable; natural and moral; immanent or intransitive, and emanent or transitive; positive and negative; 
absolute and relative; active and passive. The incommunicable attributes are those that belong to God exclusively, 
so that there is nothing resembling them in a created spirit. They admit of no degrees, but are Divine by their very 
nature.  Such are self-existence, simplicity, infinity, eternity, immutability. The communicable attributes are those 
which are possessed in a finite degree, more or less, by men and angels. Such are wisdom, benevolence, holiness, 
justice, compassion, truth. It is with reference to these, that man is said to be created in the image of God, 
<010127>Genesis 1:27; and to be made partaker, by regeneration, of a divine nature, <610104>2 Peter 1:4; and is 
commanded to imitate God: “Be ye holy, for I am holy,” <600116>1 Peter 1:16. That they cannot be in a creature in 
an infinite degree is proved by <401917>Matthew 19:17: “There is none [infinitely] good but one.” The natural 
attributes belong to the constitutional nature, as distinguished from the will of God. Such are self-existence, 
simplicity, infinity, eternity, immutability, omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence. Wisdom is sometimes 
assigned to the natural, and sometimes to the moral. The moral attributes are truth, goodness, holiness, justice, 
mercy, etc. The immanent or intransitive attributes are those which do not go forth and operate outside of the 
Divine essence, but remain internal. Such are immensity, eternity, simplicity, self-existence, etc. The emanent or 
transitive attributes issue forth and produce effects external to God. Such are omnipotence, benevolence, justice, 
etc. The positive attributes are those which belong in a finite degree to the creature. The negative are those from 
which all finite imperfection is negatived or removed. The absolute attributes express the relation of God to himself; 
the relative attributes express his relation to the world.  Among the former are simplicity, self-existence, unity, 
eternity. Among the latter 
are omnipotence, omniscience, etc. The active attributes involve the idea of action: for example, omnipotence, 
justice, benevolence. The passive attributes involve the idea of rest: for example, self-existence, immensity, eternity, 
etc. We adopt the classification of incommunicable and communicable attributes. The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism, Q. 4, favors this arrangement, by mentioning first, three of the incommunicable attributes; which are 
followed by communicable attributes that are qualified by the former “God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and 
unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


