
The Ministry of Love - John 13:1 �1

I. Introduction
A. Ephesians 4:29-5:2
B. Our ministry. 

II. The Foot-Washing
v.1 “Jesus (after knowing that His hour came in order that He might ascend from this 
earth to the Father, after loving His own, the ones in the world) He loved them until the 
end/into the end.” 

A. The main portion of this sentence is: “He loved them into the end/completion.” 
B. The context is crucial to understand in order to begin understanding this verse. 

1. In short, it is Thursday afternoon. 

a) The Lord has been teaching in the Temple now since His triumphal entry on 
Monday. 

b) He has fought with the “wild beasts” in Jerusalem. 
c) He has healed, taught, and prophesied. 
d) He has, each night, retired to Olivet returned in the morning (Luke 21:37). 

C. But, although the Lord is the focus of time and history, and the remainder of this gospel 
record, there is a real shift here by John to a focus on His disciples. 
1. The twelve are going to soon be separated from their teacher and Lord (v.13). 
2. Like it or not, they will not be able to “lean on Him” any longer and the hardest part 

of their lives is about to begin. 

D. They are simple men. 
1. They are transgressors of the Law. 
2. They have uncircumcised hearts. 
3. They are often angry, impetuous, greedy, proud, self-exalting, and belligerent. 
4. They can be crude, abusive, and harsh. 
5. Ultimately, they are spiritually dull and unaccustomed to the Word of righteousness. 

(We will see this continue as Peter demands that Jesus not wash his feet!) 

E. Let’s look at a few illustrations to see if these things are so: (don’t look at these men and 
simply see them. We need to see ourselves here). 

F. They often asked questions about the Lord’s reasons for what He did and taught: 
Matthew 13:10 
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 

Matthew 13:36 
36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 
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G. They were all tested by Jesus and often failed: 

1. The feeding of the 5,000 and later the 4,000 shows that they were limited in their 
understanding of the power of Christ. 

2. In fact, their understanding did not raise much higher than their love of food: 

John 6:5–6 
5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, *said to 
Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?” 
6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 

• See Matthew 16:5-12; cp. John 4:8, 27-33 

H. He had entrusted His power to them, but they still had moments of failure. 

1. Luke 9:37-45 

2. They, apparently, often argued about their self-importance. 
a) Luke 9:46 

a) Mark 9:33–34 
33 They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began 
to question them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 
34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one 
another which of them was the greatest. 

3. They had the attitude of exclusivity: 
Mark 9:38–41 

38 John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried 
to prevent him because he was not following us.” 
39 But Jesus said, “Do not hinder him, for there is no one who will perform a miracle in My 
name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. 
40 “For he who is not against us is for us. 
41 “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of your name as followers of Christ, 
truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward. 

4. They were ignorant of their own spiritual conditions to the extent that they were 
willing to kill people for their rebellion: 

Luke 9:51–56 
51 When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem; 
52 and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make arrangements for Him. 
53 But they did not receive Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 
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54 When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command 
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
55 But He turned and rebuked them, [and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 
56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”] And they went on 
to another village. 

5. The disciples, collectively, fled when Jesus was arrested in the garden: 

Matthew 26:56 
56 “But all this has taken place to fulfill the Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples 
left Him and fled. 

6. They often slept when they should have been praying. 
7. They were harsh to children, widows, the despondent, and the lame. 
8. They rarely understood the Lord’s teachings. 
9. They were proud of their spiritual power. 
10. Peter even denied that he even knew the Man. 

I. Overall, these men were sinful men who seriously lacked the quality of service that Jesus 
had. 

1. And yet, they were expected to go into the world and represent Him!!? 
2. Maybe Jesus should have chosen better men. But there weren’t any. 

J. Even during the very supper of the Lord, the disciples were arguing over who would be 
the greatest in the kingdom: 

Luke 22:23–24 
23 And they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to 
do this thing. 

24 And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be 
greatest. 

K. The point is, you are the same way. I am the same way. 
1. We are full of anger, deception, spiritual dullness, and self-exaltation. 
2. We protect ourselves, defend ourselves, excuse ourselves. 
3. We are weak, proud, blind, and dull. 
4. We love to be loved by people, and shun what makes us outsiders. 
5. We often want to share Christ’s glory and try to garner attention from Him. 
6. We believe, too often, that there are not disciples besides us, and that Christ surely is 

not working in anyone else the way that He is working us. 

L. Do we not do these things? 
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M. It is at this fever pitch of the exposure of such spiritual darkness that Jesus does what He 
does in this chapter. 

N. Before we look at what Jesus does, washing the disciple’s feet, let’s look at why He did 
it. 

1. It is the final hour. 
2. This is the hour that the Father’s plan had ordained in which the Son of God would 

be betrayed, and killed. 
3. It is also the final hour of time for the Son to be on His planet. 
4. The hearts of the betrayers are smelling blood. 
5. Judas is preparing to strike a deal with them. 
6. Satan has been working feverishly in the Temple trying to motivate the religious 

leaders to trap Him. 

Matthew 26:3–4 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the 
high priest, named Caiaphas; 
4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him. 

O. The crowds have applauded His entry 2 days prior. 
1. Now, they are back to business as usual. 
2. In a real sense, the whole city is filled with sights and sounds and hustle and bustle. 
3. It is raucous, and it is religion at its’ finest. 
4. Few places in the world match Jerusalem for its religious sincerity. 

P. But, the scene brings us to the room that was arranged ahead of time, where Jesus said 
would be a prepared room from an unknown man with a pitcher of water. 

Mark 14:13–17 
13 And He *sent two of His disciples and *said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet 
you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him; 
14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest 
room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ 
15 “And he himself will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; prepare for us there.” 
16 The disciples went out and came to the city, and found it just as He had told them; and they 
prepared the Passover. 
17 When it was evening He *came with the twelve. 

Q. It was in this room that Jesus would eat one final meal with His men. 
1. Once the door closed, the noise of the evening would have damplened so that quiet 

conversation could commence. 
2. This is highly unusual to find a room in Jerusalem at this time. 
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R. In John 13:1, it is “before the feast of the Passover.” 

1. That is, it is before the actual eating of the lamb and herbs that would make the meal. 
2. Tradtion has two Passover sacrifices: one on the evening before the 14th of Nisan and 

one on the 14th of Nisan at twilight, the prescribed time of Exodus 12:1-6). This was 
to accommodate the different calendars and schools of theology in play in Jerusalem 
at the time. 

a) So, during this meal, in the Temple, is the first round of sacrifices. 
b) It is the evening of the next day, Friday, when the second, and more biblical, 

lambs would be sacrificed, along with our Lord. 

S. In this room are: 
1. Jesus, Peter, James, John, Andrew, Phillip, Nathaniel, Thomas, Matthew, James, 

Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas. The host of the room would not have been allowed. 

2. Tradition would have them seated at a low table shaped as a “U”. Beginning 
clockwise, the seating arrangement would be: 

a) First, John, then Jesus, then Judas and so on. 
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III. 1

A. Alfred Edersheim wrote: 

“So far for the arrangement of the table. Jewish documents are equally explicit as to that of the 
guests. It seems to have been quite an established rulea that, in a company of more than two, 
say of three, the chief personage or Head—in this instance, of course, Christ—reclined on the 
middle divan. We know from the Gospel-narrative that John occupied the place on His right, at 
that end of the divans—as we may call it—at the head of the table. But the chief place next to 
the Master would be that to His left, or above Him. In the strife of the disciples, which should be 
accounted the greatest, this had been claimed, and we believe it to have been actually 
occupied, by Judas. This explains how, when Christ whispered to John by what sign to 
recognise the traitor,b none of the other disciples heard it. It also explains, how Christ would first 
hand to Judas the sop, which formed part of the Paschal ritual, beginning with him as the chief 

 Edersheim, p.4941
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guest at the table, without thereby exciting special notice. Lastly, it accounts for the 
circumstance that, when Judas, desirous of ascertaining whether his treachery was known, 
dared to ask whether it was he, and received the affirmative answer,c no one at table knew what 
had passed. But this could not have been the case, unless Judas had occupied the place next 
to Christ; in this case, necessarily that at His left, or the post of chief honour. As regards Peter, 
we can quite understand how, when the Lord with such loving words rebuked their self-seeking 
and taught them of the greatness of Christian humility, he should, in his impetuosity   V 2, p 495  
of shame, have rushed to take the lowest place at the other end of the table.”2

1. It was during this very supper, at its commencement, that the disciples were still 
arguing as to who would be the greatest when Jesus reigns in the kingdom. 

a) This conversation must have intrigued Judas. 
b) I am sure he coveted that chief place. 
c) However, it would appear that he has had enough with all this talk of glory. 

(1) It isn’t happening. 
(2) It won’t happen, as far as he is concerned. 
(3) He has already struck a deal with the Pharisees earlier that afternoon: 

Luke 22:1–6 

1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. 
2 The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were 
afraid of the people. 
3 And Satan entered into Judas who was called Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve. 
4 And he went away and discussed with the chief priests and officers how he might betray Him 
to them. 
5 They were glad and agreed to give him money. 
6 So he consented, and began seeking a good opportunity to betray Him to them apart from the 
crowd. 

2. The town is loud, the disciples are noisily about their usual appetite-led conversations 
of grandeur, and the heart of Judas is screaming for Jesus’ weaknesses in order to let 
down His guard and betray Him. 

• In the middle of all of this noise, John tells us: 

IV. “...Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to 
the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”
A. Jesus is looking for His ascension. 
B. Hebrews 12:2…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 

for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol. 2 (New York: Longmans, 2

Green, and Co., 1896), 494–495. 
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C. And, knowing what He knows about the betrayal that would lead to His death, 
resurrection, and ascension, Jesus really seems to only have one more opportunity to 
teach these men a lesson.  

1. What do you think is the greatest lesson the Lord could teach at a moment 
like this?

a) Wouldn’t it be related to their greatest need?
b) Wouldn’t it be related to what would make them most useful to the use of 

the Lord?
c) Wouldn’t it be related to the greatest commandment?

2. Yes, you guessed it: love.

D. Literally, “…after having loved His own (ones)(while) in the world…”

1. Given the time factors in this passage, it would seem to me that John is 
maintaining that same kind of time focus here. 

2. That is why I believe it would be best to  say: “He loved them (while they 
were) in the world…” 
a) That is to say, Jesus’ entire life with these men, is characterized by this 

kind of love. 

(1) Think about Jesus’ calling them.
(2) Think about Jesus teaching them.
(3) Think about Jesus chastening them.
(4) Think about Jesus’ expectations of them.
(5) Think about Jesus’ rebuke of them.
(6) Think about Jesus’ sadness at them for their sins. 

b) Think about all that Jesus expressed toward them and the complete 
motivation for it all was love: love for them. 

3. May I make an observation?
a) Love rarely is soft. 
b) Love is concrete. 

4. Love is unbendable, unbreakable, and unyielding. 
5. It is like an avalanche that cannot be stopped by anything once it begins. 

a) We too often think of love as sentimental and undiscerning. 
b) But listen, if that was the case, Jesus would never have come down on 

these men the way that He did at times. 
(1) He expected them to be able eft cast out the demons, but they 

couldn’t.
(2) He expected them to be patient with others, but they weren’t.
(3) He expected them to receive children, but they didn’t.
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(4) He expected them to stay awake and pray, but they didn’t.
(5) He expected them to understand His teaching, but they were as dull as 

the Pharisees. 

c) But in all these expectations, he loved them. 
d) In all of His chastening of them, He loved them.

(1) This is why Paul could write:

Romans 8:33–39

33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who 
justifies; 

34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, 
rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us. 

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 Just as it is written, 

“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; 

We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who 
loved us. 

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

6. What makes you useful to the Lord is not your usefulness, although Jesus 
has expectations. 

Sunday, January 8, 2017



The Ministry of Love - John 13:1 �10

7. What makes you useful to the Lord is His unrelenting love for you. 

E. But, even in this love (especially in His love), there are expectations of holiness, 
blamelessness, and obedience. 

1. This act of Jesus Christ touches two things:

a) His love for them.
b) Their desperate need for humility.

2. We looked at His love for them.
3. But what about their humility?

a) Edersheim wrote:

“The cup, in which, according to express Rabbinic testimony,a the wine had been mixed 
with water before it was ‘blessed,’ had passed round. The next part of the ceremonial 
was for the Head of the Company to rise and ‘wash hands.’ It is this part of the ritual of 
which St. Johnb records the adaptation and transformation on the part of Christ. The 
washing of the disciples’ feet is evidently connected with the ritual of ‘handwashing.’ 
Now this was done twice during the Paschal Supper:c the first time by the Head of the 
Company alone, immediately after the first cup; the second time by all present, at a 
much later part of the service, immediately before the actual meal (on the Lamb, &c.). If 
the footwashing had taken place on the latter occasion, it is natural to suppose that, 
when the Lord rose, all the disciples would have followed His example, and so the 
washing of their feet would have been impossible. Again, the foot-washing, which was 
intended both as a lesson and as an example of humility and service,d was evidently 
connected with the dispute ‘which of them should be accounted to be greatest.’ If so, the 
symbolical act of our Lord must have followed close on the strife of the disciples, and on 
our Lord’s teaching what in the Church constituted rule and greatness. Hence the act 
must have been connected with the first handwashing—that by the Head of the 
Company—immediately after the first cup, and not with that at a later period, when 
much else had intervened.”3

4. It was usual for the honored head of the group to ceremonially wash his 
hands before continuing the Passover meal. 

5. However, in this instance, Jesus does not dance to the tune of traditional 
religious expectations and ritual. He is real. 

a) Jesus, instead of washing His own hands in a pompous display of 
supremacy over the disciples, He washes their feet. 

b) Therefore, they would learn the lesson of humility.

 Edersheim, p.4943
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(1) The very impact of the inversion of the ritual would be all that was 
needed. 
(a) The room is silent. 
(b) The disciples are watching. 

(2) Jesus’ lesson hits hard:

(a) John 13:12-17
(b) This was the Lord’s greatest lesson. 
(c) One repeated many times before.
(d) But this is His last opportunity . 

V. Conclusion
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