
Let me first give you some clear connections between chapters 11 and 12 to show us that these man-

made divisions have weaknesses. 

 

1. The topic of boasting before and after the chapter break, and its implication (11:17-18; 11:30; 12:1; 

12:5; 12:9; 12:11). Paul wants you to know what he’s about versus what his opposition is about.  

2. The repeat of 11:30 & 12:5 as repetition within an argument. 

3. The topic of being perceived as a “fool” (11:16-19; 12:6; 12:11). If Paul is going to be thought of as 

a fool, he wants to decide in what way he will be deemed “foolish.” 

 

12:1 

It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: “Now that 

I spoke about my credentials as a teacher and preacher (chapter 10) and a sufferer (latter part of chapter 11), I 

will now discuss my credentials as a man who has heard from the other world.” 

 

12:2-9 

2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of 

the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. It seems reasonable to 

use the Genesis backdrop Paul has already used four times to suggest here that just as there was a 3
rd

 Heaven in 

Genesis
1
 which would have been high enough for the stars that we are dealing with the throne of God which is 

“above the stars” (Isaiah 14:12-14). 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure The inclusion of “this guy 

Paul knew” is odd enough since he is talking about his own credentials by which he can boast as a true apostle 

of Christ, but now this inclusion of lest I should be exalted speaking of his desire to not be unduly lifted up 

because of this testimony should seal it for anybody wondering if Paul is talking about himself. 

 

by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet 

me, an “angel of Satan” has been sent to hurt Paul. Have you ever felt pained and crushed by Satan? Paul is 

either horribly preoccupied with Satan (chapter 2 in relation to unforgivness; chapter 11 in relation to false 

prophets) or Satan really does hate him. If this is not a literal “angel,” then it is at least “Satan through 

malady.”
2
 It could be his eyes,

3
 and it could be from the time he was stoned (11:25). lest I be exalted above 

measure. 8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

9 And What a tremendous blessing: and means there is more to the story then “I called and that’s that.” God 

does indeed hear my prayers. Have you considered all that He hears and He hears your prayer? Isaiah 59:1-2 

speak of His ear being able to hear. There is not a cry He does not hear.  

 

At the level of the soil where the feed of earthdwellers trod 

He hears the plants break through their sod 

—the straining of the grass and the buzzing of the bees 

—hear hears them all, yet He hears me.  

 

At the level of the leaves,  

You hear the wind in the trees, 

Staring off to the seas, 

He hears them all, and He hears me. 

 

At the clouds as people gawk 

                                                             
1There is a heaven that separates the waters (which may now be missing if the pre-flood canopy theory is legitimate) on the 

2nd day. There is a “heavens” that is high enough for the heavenly bodies of the 4th day, and there is a “heavens” low enough in 
which the birds were able to fly on the 5

th
 day.  

2
This sounds an awful lot like Job.  

3He expressed to the Galatians in his epistle to them that he wrote them a “large letter” (6:11; could refer to size of his 
print) after writing how sure he was that they would have given him their own eyes (4:15).   



he hears the squawking of the hawks 

if you think your Friends on Facebook stalk 

God hears them all, and He hears me. 

 

Then there’s where airplanes fly 

Can you hear the noise in the sky? 

Solar flares & winds—radiation’s cry? 

Yes, You hear them all, yet you hear me. 

 

12:9-10 

He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” It is hard to 

imagine, but many of you are fully aware that Your God and mine visits us in the cold, dark night. He speaks to 

us when we ask, and here, we find the reality that Paul heard the voice of God so clearly that it changed his 

prayer life. This is informative on so many fronts: God does, in His paternal way, hear every prayer.
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He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” This is a 

marvelous truth that Our Great God is not weak to the feeble cries of His young. Just as Paul is not boasting 

about His suffering more than He is the result of that suffering, so also God is not pleased with holding back 

favor as much as He is fully pleased with the result of withholding what we miserable and pitiful sons and 

daughters of God (6:17) are fully assured we need. Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in 

reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am 

strong. Why is Paul strong? Because he has the dynamite of Christ. Why do they have such power/dynamite 

(verse 9)? Because of the grace He bestows upon us in not giving us that for which we ask. When I was 

drowning in doubt all of my teenage years, and my heart was distressed over a God that didn’t audibly answer 

my cries, my feelings were hurt, but my heart was calmly assured that He was brewing a mix of strength and 

grace that would serve me well in Christ’s power later in life. Even today we’ll sing songs that speak of this 

reality: 

 

And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 

When oceans rise 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 

For I am Yours and You are mine 

 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 

Your sovereign hand 

Will be my guide 

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 

You've never failed and You won't start now.
5 

 

So God is not giddy over yours and mine suffering as much as He is thrilled concerning the strength that will 

result when He decides to give us grace instead of relief. This strength (12:10) comes only through grace (12:9) 

and one who is exalted (12:7) does not need grace. The Christian reality is that the power of Christ is tied in 

with the strength of his apostle (in this case). Perhaps we can see that we look most like Christ when we suffer 

                                                             
4Yes, even the prayer of Christ for a different route than the “cup” in the Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26). An even 

greater wonder, is that preceding the silence of action precedes the loudness of the Father’s voice (Psalm 16:7-11). 
1 John 5:14-15’s usage of “heareth” must have the same sense as it does to each of the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 

3 where they are told to “hear” if “they have ears.” In other words, God hears all things as the Omnipresent God, and yet “hears 
with intent to action” as we pray in His will. 

5http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/hillsongunited/oceanswherefeetmayfail.html [accessed 12/27/16].  

http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/hillsongunited/oceanswherefeetmayfail.html


in perfect submission to the Father for things for which there is no sin of our own to blame. Is there anything 

more worthy of the accusation of being “a Christian?” 

 Maybe we should take the time now to realize that this Paul, who had the signs of an apostle (12:12), 

was not healed. So much for the idea that it is “always God’s will to heal.”
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6Nor could he heal Timothy (1 Timothy 5) when he recommended wine in lieu of healing him; or of Trophimus (2 Timothy 

4:20).  


