
1 
 

Jacob’s Eleven        Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       January 8, 2014 
 

KJV – Genesis 30:1-24 

 

“Jacob’s Eleven” 

     This section of the Scripture will show the history of Jacob’s seven sons that were born after the 
first four in chapter 29. This gave Jacob a total of 11 boys. We all know that Joseph was number 11 
and that Benjamin would be born later after Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers and ended 
up in Egypt. 
 
     In our last chapter we had the birth of four boys by their mother Leah. Almost in rapid 
succession, one right after the other; Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah and we saw from verse 35 of 
the previous chapter that after Judah she left bearing.  
 
     The focus would now turn to other women that would give birth to Jacob’s sons, yet Leah was not 
finished. Leah would still yet give birth to two other boys and a daughter. As we saw from last 
week’s lesson there was quite a contrast in the way Jacob felt about Rachel and Leah. Leah was 
hated and Rachel was loved and God had caused Rachel to be barren. She had no children. Yet Jacob 
had rejected Leah and we see that the one that was rejected of man God indeed blessed. 
 
     Jacob may have demoted Leah but the LORD God blessed her. But we can see how her husband’s 
rejection troubled her and even in the naming of her children she demonstrated her feelings of 
rejection. 
 
Genesis 30:1 

1 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, 
Give me children, or else I die. 

     Each one of these women wanted what the other one had. Leah wanted the love and attention of 
Jacob like Rachel and Rachel wanted to have children like Leah. Rachel who is physically beautiful is 
spiritually and emotionally ugly. She envied Leah and begged Jacob to give her children, or else I die 
which would later be granted as she died giving birth to Benjamin.  

Genesis 30:2-3 

2 And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb? 

3 And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may 
also have children by her. 
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     One must understand that a childless woman in the ancient near Eastern culture was no better 
than a dead wife. Childless wives became severe embarrassments to their husbands. It would 
further be like having a sheep that produces no wool, a lame camel or even a cow that could not 
give milk. Rachel knew this and in order to keep her husband’s attention and devotion she devised a 
scheme. 

Genesis 30:4-8 

4 And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. 

5 And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. 

6 And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name Dan. 

7 And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. 

8 And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name Naphtali. 

     Rachel was insanely jealous and came up with a scheme; she gave her handmaid Bilhah to Jacob 
to produce children by her. In verses five and six we see that she conceived and bore a son. His 
name was given by Rachel, and she called him Dan. 

     #5 Dan – and his name means; the LORD God has vindicated me. 

     In verses seven and eight we see that Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid, conceived a second time and 
bore Jacob a son. Rachel named this son Naphtali. 

     #6 Naphtali – and his name means; I have wrestled and won in great struggle. 

Genesis 30:9-11 

9 When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. 

10 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son. 

11 And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad. 

     Leah no doubt thought she was finished with child bearing after the first four sons of the 
previous chapter. However she allowed herself to be pulled into this weave of jealously in this baby 
production competition. When she saw that Bilhah had stopped bearing children she took her 
handmaid Zilpah and gave her to Jacob and she bore two sons. 

     #7 Gad – his name means: a troop and good fortune. 
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Genesis 30:12-13 

12 And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son. 

13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher. 

     #8 Asher – his name means: I am now happy because I am ahead. 

     Do you see the picture of this family being built here? Israel’s historical lineage originated from a 
wild and jealous game among these two women who were trying to outdo one another in giving 
Jacob children.  

     It is no wonder that the tribes in Israel have a hard time getting along together; their historical 
roots stem from four mothers who could not get along. 

Genesis 30:14-16 

14 And Reuben went in the days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, and brought them 
unto his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes. 

15 And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that thou hast taken my husband? and wouldest thou take 
away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said, Therefore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's 
mandrakes. 

16 And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, and said, Thou must 
come in unto me; for surely I have hired thee with my son's mandrakes. And he lay with her that night. 

     Jacob had had eight sons from three women in about six years. The oldest son, Reuben, would 
have been about five years old playing in the field during the wheat harvest which would have been 
around the month of May.  

     While he was in the field he found this small orange colored fruit and brought them unto his 
mother Leah. Now what is so special about these little mandrakes? They were considered to be an 
aphrodisiac. They were viewed in the ancient world as “love-apples,” a fertility inducing fruit. 

     Rachel asked for these mandrakes because she was still yet barren. Leah told her sister; you’ve 
taken my husband and now you want my son’s mandrakes also?  

     Rachel said I’ll make you a deal. Tonight is my turn to lay with Jacob, but for these mandrakes 
you can lay with Jacob tonight. This odd and desperate bargain by Rachel was an attempt to become 
pregnant with the aid of the mandrakes.  

     This ancient folk remedy failed because one must understand that it is God that gives children. 
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Genesis 30:17-18 

17 And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son. 

18 And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name Issachar. 

     Now it is here that Leah conceived and gave birth to her fifth son, and she called his name 
Issachar. 

     #9 Issachar – his name means: A reward for hire. 

Genesis 30:19-20 

19 And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. 

20 And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun. 

     #10 Zebulun – his name means: A precious gift of honor. 

Genesis 30:21 

21 And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah. 

     Now Leah has given birth to six sons and one daughter.  

     Although this is not the only daughter to be born to Jacob, her name is mentioned in anticipation 
of the upcoming tragedy at Shechem. 

Genesis 30:22-24 

22 And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. 

23 And she conceived, and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach: 

24 And she called his name Joseph; and said, The LORD shall add to me another son. 

     Now the LORD hearkened unto Rachel and had taken away her reproach and gave her a son. By 
the Scripture text stating that God hearkened to her, means that she was praying and seeking the 
LORD concerning this.  
 
     She had given up on the handmaids and the mandrakes and sought the LORD and the LORD only 
concerning this matter.  
 
     Joseph was born and his name means, “he will add” or “may he add,” indicating both her thanks 
and her faith that God would give her a son.  
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     This chart is provided for an overall review: 
 

 


