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Have you noticed that there are a lot of action – drama movies in the 

theaters today… that depict a story of someone being captured… and held 

by the most despicable villains that one can imagine… It might be 

terrorists… Nicaragua jungle drug lords… prostitution pimps who capture 

women and keep them drugged to use as sex slaves… serial killers… 

criminal psychopaths… rogue CIA agents… or Russian spies.  … Our heart 

nearly pounds out of our chests… as we get into all the action and drama 

while the movie’s hero goes behind enemy lines to locate… plot… and 

rescue the victim. We sit spellbound by the terrible risk involved… the 

danger and sacrifice… the suspense… the violence… and then we cheer 

at the final emotional homecoming of the once-dehumanized… emaciated 

prisoner… with their courageous deliverer. … The final scene usually 

shows them back at home with their loving family… and all is good! 

Hollywood makes a lot of these films… don’t they?  Or… maybe this type of 

film isn’t quite your cup of tea. … But have you ever stopped to consider… 

that each of these action rescue movies… have all the elements of the 

most dramatic story of all time? -  the story of our redemption… the story of 

cross of Christ…? …  And because this story is true… Christians can now 

enjoy the freedom of the new creation. … We are no longer prisoners or 

slaves under the tyranny of this present… dehumanizing system. … "It is 

for freedom that Christ has set us free" (Galatians 5:1)!   The Father 

planned our rescue. … At the right time He sent His Son behind enemy 

lines… to accomplish our rescue. 

But let’s go back to our action rescue movie for a moment… Have you ever 

watched one of these thrillers… where the rescued victim… after the scene 

of him/her being home again with their family… says… “You know what…?  
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I think I will go back… and put myself in bondage… once again.  I’m going 

to return to those miserable circumstances… and willfully subject myself to 

the will of those despicable… heinous… unimaginable villains.  Freedom is 

for the birds – give me bondage once again!”    …After watching an action 

film that ended like that… I might be tempted to try to get my money back.  

That is unrealistic… down-right stupid!  Nobody would do that! … Unless 

the whole point of the movie was to show how deranged the victim was.  

If you would be aghast to see someone return to the same horrific 

bondage… after being rescued… then maybe you can identify with the 

Apostle Paul’s feelings… as he wrote the next epistle that we are about to 

study.  … Today we open a new book of study… that has sometimes been 

called… The "Christian's Declaration of Independence." Paul teaches and 

clearly establishes the fact that the Christian is free from the curse and 

bondage of the Law. …And Paul uses strong language… to try to get the 

Galatians to understand… that what they were doing… was… turning back 

to their bondage.  

By best estimate… the year is AD 49.  … Paul and Barnabas have just 

completed their first missionary journey… where they visited and 

established churches in… Iconium… Lystra… and Derbe.  These are cities 

on the high plains of the Roman province called Galatia (present-day 

Turkey).  

Just now returning to Antioch… Paul discovers that he has been accused 

by some Jewish Christians… of diluting Christianity… to make it more 

appealing to Gentiles. His critics have trashed Paul’s motives… saying he 

was a man-pleaser who adjusted the message of Christ… in order to gain a 
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following. … These Jewish Christian critics… disagreed with Paul's 

statements… that Gentiles did not have to follow all of the religious laws 

that the Jews had obeyed for centuries.  

Some of Paul's accusers had even swept into the cities of Galatia… after 

Paul left… and had told the Gentile converts… that they needed to be 

circumcised… and follow each of the Jewish laws and customs… in order 

to be saved. … According to these people… Gentiles had to first become 

Jews in order to become Christians.  … Now to help convince these new 

converts in Galatia that Paul was wrong… and they were right… they 

questioned Paul's call and ministry. … They questioned if he had really 

been called by God to be a minister.  … “Ahh… You do realize… don’t 

you… that Paul wasn’t one of the twelve disciples!?  He does not have the 

same authority as Peter… or as James (the brother of Jesus) to call himself 

an Apostle. Why should you believe him…?”  They figured that if they could 

question and discredit Paul's apostleship… they could cast doubt on his 

message. This is the old philosophy… that we often see today… of 

attacking the messenger… if you don't like the message.   

In response to this threat… Paul wrote this letter to the Galatian churches. 

In it… he explains that following the Old Testament laws… or the Jewish 

laws… will not bring salvation. A person is saved by grace through faith.  

This letter to the Galatians is Paul’s passionate statement against legalism 

of every kind. … The way you dress for church… activities you avoid (such 

as smoking)… studying only from THE authorized version of the Bible… or 

singing only a certain type of worship song - does not bring you greater 

acceptance by God. … Religious activity does not make you more spiritual.  



4 
 

Thinking that it does… only takes you right back into bondage!  … … 

Justification by faith is the theme of Galatians… with the emphasis upon 

faith. 

Faith plus law… was the thrust of Paul’s critics.  … Faith plus nothing… 

was Paul’s comeback… that he writes in this letter. 

The gospel of Paul’s critics… was not God-centered. … Just like all forms 

of legalism… it draws people away from God to focus on themselves.  … 

Any preoccupation with religious tasks… or ceremonial rituals… or religious 

prohibitions… to gain more favor from God… or a better spiritual 

experience… always robs the seeker of an experience of true liberty… that 

comes from God's grace expressed in Christ. The irony and tragedy of the 

situation was that in their pious pursuit of spiritual perfection… they were 

actually turning away from God. 

The Galatian tragedy… is a warning for us… #1)  that not every quest for 

spirituality… is in reality… a quest for God. … AND… #2) The emphasis in 

our day on an Oprah Winfrey type of  "spirituality" and "spiritual formation" 

is actually a way of running and hiding from God. … There is only ONE 

Gospel message… We don’t have to bow to the demands of our pluralistic 

society and pretend that OTHER (so called) “paths to God” are just as valid 

as ours.  … When we are enticed by provocative books on New Age 

spirituality… we must remember that the Galatian Christians were trapped 

by a message that promised spiritual perfection but turned them away from 

God.  … You and I have friends who are placing themselves in bondage.  

… The question is: Do we feel the same kind of revulsion that we sense 

Paul had… when he wrote this letter…?   
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As we begin to read Paul's letter to the Galatian Christians… you can tell 

immediately that something is radically wrong… because he does not open 

his letter with his usual praise to God and prayer for the saints. … In all of 

Paul’s other letters… even to the Corinthians… who were indulging in all 

sorts of fleshly activities… Paul takes time to commend his readers and 

thank God for them.  … But in this case… he has no time! … The very 

souls of the believers were at stake. Paul had no choice… he had to be 

strong… and he had to be immediate… in what he wrote… for Christ had 

taught that the value of a single soul was worth more than all the wealth of 

the world. 

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 

lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his 

soul?" (Mark 8:36-37). 

To the Corinthians… Paul’s concern was only their behavior.  To the 

Galatians… his concern was the Gospel… which would affect their soul.  

So Paul wastes no time.  

How does Paul approach the Galatian Christians in his attempt to teach 

them the truth about the Gospel? In these opening verses, the apostle 

takes three definite steps as he prepares to fight this battle. 

I. He Explains His Authority (Gal. 1:1-5) He has three sources 
of authority. 

His ministry (vv. 1-2) 
His message (vv. 3-4) 
His motive (v. 5) 

II. He Expresses His Anxiety (Gal. 1:6-7) 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mk+8%3A36-37
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A1-5
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III. He Exposes His Adversaries (Gal. 1:8-10) 

Read now with me… from today’s passage… as Paul takes these three 

steps… and initiates his battle plan. 

Galatians 1:1-10 

Looking back from verse one… Paul begins to assert his authority… which 

had been under question.  Paul says that his apostleship did not originate 

with men…that is… he was not appointed as an apostle by any official 

body… such as the leaders in Jerusalem or Antioch. … Neither did his 

apostleship originate with any one man… however important… not even 

Ananias… who assisted Paul in Damascus after his blinding experience of 

meeting Christ on the road…(Acts 9:10-17)… nor Barnabas… who played 

a strategic role in opening doors of ministry for Paul in both Jerusalem and 

Antioch. …  Rather… Paul makes the bold claim… that his call… was of 

heavenly origin… from God the Father and the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

… … He wasn't sent by man or momma. … He was God's man sent by 

God and no other. 

 

Paul had been made an Apostle by Jesus Christ… just as much as the 12 

disciples had been.  Jesus laid His hand on Paul… called him… and set 

him apart for this high office. 

(Let me say this… just to give perspective to what Paul is claiming here…)  

Unlike Paul… I am an ordained minister from men and through men. … I 

didn’t have a Damascus Road experience… so… after obtaining a 4 year 

college degree… in Psychology… I went to seminary and obtained a 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A8-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+9%3A10-17
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Master’s degrees in pastoral ministry… But even then… I felt that I needed 

something more… so after completing the requirement of serving in full-

time ministry for a minimum of 3 years… I asked to be ordained as a 

Conservative Baptist pastor. … Our regional office told me that I had to 

write (what turned out to be) a 60 page paper… demonstrating an 

understanding of Greek and Hebrew… Biblical theology… systematic 

theology… and my sense of call to ministry… The committee sent it back to 

me two or three times… in order to make corrections and clarifications. (I 

think I had an easier time writing my doctoral dissertation…) But once I 

passed the ordination committee’s approval… the committee had me come 

over to San Francisco… where I had to stand before them for 4 hours… as 

they tried their best to trip me up with difficult questions about the Bible… 

and what I would do if I were in various situations they would describe.  

That was all… just the pre-qualification for being ordained.  Then came the 

“official” ordination council. … This consisted of a gathering of about 50 

pastors and missionaries who did the same thing that my pre-ordination 

council did… which was done to prepare me for the grilling of the actual 

ordination council.  After that was over… the ordination council 

recommended to the local church where I was pastor… that they ordain 

me.  So at Westside Community Church in Los Banos California… on July 

5th 1992… I knelt, and a group of men put their hands on me and said, 

"You are now an ordained minister."  

That is the kind of minister I am. (And let me tell you… I need that kind of 

affirmation… for times when I am tempted to question if God really has 

called me into ministry.) … But Paul said, "I am not that kind of a minister. 

Men had nothing to do with it. I am an apostle directly by Jesus Christ and 
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God the Father who raised Him from the dead."  Paul’s ordination was 

under a very bright (and blinding) light on the Road to Damascus… from 

the Resurrected Jesus.  Paul’s was more sure than mine… and every bit as 

undeniable as the 11 disciples.  

Before we move on… I want to make this observation…  Every minister 

(whether it is full-time vocational… ordained… or not ordained… or a 

volunteer at the church)… everyone who regularly ministers as an 

elder…deacon… deaconess… AWANA worker… worship leader… or any 

other ministry leader… should examine his/her heart to make sure that their 

call and ministry… ultimately… has been commissioned by God. In the 

long run… your ministry is... 

• not an option you just happened to choose. 
• not a position to secure recognition and esteem. 
• not an ordained commission from men. 
• not a call of men nor by men. 

Your ministry is of God… and you need a sense of call to the ministry… 

that came from God. Nursery worker… do you have it…?  … Kitchen 

cleaner… AWANA verse listener… committee member… do you sense 

God’s call…?  God alone can give a true call and commission to your 

ministry. …If you have not already done so… ask Him to do this for you. 

Galatians 1:1-3 

"Grace" was a common greeting and so was "peace." The first ("Grace") 

was the Greek greeting; the second ("peace") the Hebrew greeting. Grace 

comes before peace in all of Paul's greetings and in all of life's 
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experiences. You cannot have peace without grace. If you want peace with 

God, you first must accept the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

Grace is the thing that the world needs the most and peace is the thing 

that she seeks the most. 

Grace is God's unmerited favor toward us. Grace is God doing for us that 

which we cannot do for ourselves—it is God's loving favor to the unworthy. 

Grace is God's loving favor toward those who deserve His judgment. 

 

Peace is the result of having experienced the grace of God. There can be 

no real or lasting peace without God's grace and mercy. There is a false 

peace that this world searches for, but to no avail. Politicians and peace 

talks do not bring peace to a weary soul. They might be able to negotiate a 

cease fire, but even after the bombs stop exploding and the rifles lie in 

silence, the war rages on in the soul. Where God's grace has not 

transformed the heart there is no real peace. The world knows nothing of 

this kind of peace and joy. 

Galatians 1:4-5 

Our sins are not trivial, for in order to be cleansed of our sins and delivered 

from the consequences of our sins, it took no One less than our very 

Creator… and the One Who created everything… Jesus Christ… to die for 

our sins.  Listen to the words of J Vernon McGee: 

 

Jesus Christ "gave himself for our sins." There is nothing that we can 
add to the value of His sacrifice. Nothing! He gave Himself. What do 
you have to give, friend? Anything? Can you add anything to His 
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sacrifice? He gave Himself. How wonderful and glorious that is! I am 
speechless when I read a verse like this. He gave Himself! When you 
give yourself, you have given everything -- who you are, what you 
have, your time, your talent -- everything. He gave Himself. He 
couldn't give any more. Paul just couldn't wait to say it. Having 
mentioned Him, he says, "Who gave himself for our sins." This is the 
germ of Paul's subject. 

We have been rescued from the power of this present evil world—a world 

ruled by Satan and full of cruelty, tragedy, temptation, and deception. Being 

rescued from this evil world doesn't mean that we are taken out of it but 

that we are no longer enslaved to it. 

Now… if Paul has been somewhat “cold” with his opening of this letter… 

(not including his usual warm greeting and mentioning nice things about his 

original readers)… from here on… Paul will go from “cold” to “hot.”  … By 

that… I mean… he shows that he is really “hot under the collar,” because 

of those who were mutilating the gospel.   

Galatians 1:6 

“Called in the grace of Christ”… very practically… means this… … When a 

person looks at Jesus Christ… and truly believes that Christ took his sins 

upon Himself… and suffered all the penalty for them… God counts it so. … 

God credits it as a fact. No guilt remains.  … God sees Christ bearing the 

person's sin… and He looks upon the person as being sinless and 

perfect… that is… completely free of sin. Therefore… the person becomes 

acceptable to God. … God sees him in Christ… Who is without sin… 

completely righteous and perfect. … But note a critical fact: the person is 

not sinless… no person is without sin… no person is perfectly righteous. … 

But God counts the person as sinless… as perfectly righteous. 
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Why does God do such a wonderful and marvelous thing? … Because He 

loves us that much… He loves us with an eternal… MOST UN-human-like  

love. … This is the message of the glorious gospel. … We cannot earn the 

acceptance of God… for we are unrighteous and imperfect… and only 

righteousness and perfection can live in the presence of God. … But God 

loves us so much that He has provided the way for us to become righteous 

and acceptable to him. This is what is meant by justification and the 

wonderful grace of Christ. 

Now… it was a remarkably short time between Paul’s proclamation of this 

marvelous truth… and their present confusion about it all… 

1. The believers were deserting God, removing themselves away from 

God. The word "removed" (metatithesthe apo PWS: 3244) means to turn away, 

to change places, to transfer elsewhere. The tense of the verb is present 

which means the Galatians were in the process of turning; they had not yet 

fully turned. There was still hope for them to repent and return to God. Note 

three striking facts. 

a. A person who turns away from the gospel is not turning away from 

a set of beliefs or principles, nor from a church. The person is turning 

away from God Himself. It is God who loves us and saves us, not a 

set of beliefs. It is God who personally calls us into the grace of 

Christ, not a message or a preacher. Therefore, to turn away is to 

desert God Himself, the Person who has loved us enough to save us 

and to give us eternal life in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=748&tocpath=R/#3244: Removed
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b. The words "so soon" show how quickly people can be led away 

from God. The false teachers had apparently just joined the church 

and had impressive ability and charisma, so much so that they were 

almost immediately accepted as teachers in the church. The result 

had been devastating: many were immediately swayed by the force 

of their charisma, ability, ideas, and worldly wisdom. 

c. The word "marvel" means astounded, astonished, surprised. Paul 

could hardly believe the fact, for the Galatians had been grounded in 

the true gospel and had been growing in Christ. But here they were 

turning away ever so quickly. The believers needed to be warned: 

they were walking on thin ice. They were turning away and deserting 

God Himself. 

2. The believers were turning to another gospel, that is, to a false gospel. 

The word "another" (heteron) means a different kind of gospel, not just a 

difference in emphasis or spirit. It means a different kind of gospel that 

presents... 

• a different Jesus 
• a different grace 
• a different way to be saved 
• a different God 
• a different picture of God's love 

But note what Scripture declares: the gospel to which the Galatians were 

turning was not another gospel. There is no other gospel; there is only one 

true gospel by which men can become acceptable to God, and that is the 

gospel of God Himself revealed in the death of His Son, even "the grace of 

Christ." 
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Paul was shocked that someone would insist on attempting to pay for a 

free (and priceless) gift! 

This is the first reason for Paul's anxiety: the Galatians were deserting the 

grace of God. (The verb indicates they were in the process of deserting and 

had not fully turned away.) 

Paul strikes while the iron is hot. God had called them in His grace, and 

saved them from their sins. Now they are moving from grace back into Law. 

They are abandoning liberty for legalism! And they are doing it so quickly, 

without consulting Paul, their "spiritual father," or giving time for the Holy 

Spirit to teach them. They have become infatuated with the religion of 

Paul’s critics (these Judaizers)…  just the way little children follow a 

stranger because he offers them candy. 

We must never forget that the Christian life is a living relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ. A man does not become a Christian merely by 

agreeing to a set of doctrines; he becomes a Christian by submitting to 

Christ and trusting Him (Rom. 11:6). You cannot mix grace and works, 

because the one excludes the other. Salvation is the gift of God's grace, 

purchased for us by Jesus Christ on the cross. To turn from grace to Law is 

to desert the God who saved us. 

There are issues that we can disagree on and still get along and move 

forward for the cause of Christ. However, when it comes to the message of 

the gospel of the grace of God there is no middle ground. There can be no 

compromise. Because they had attempted to mix grace with the law and 

faith with works they had abandoned the true gospel and embraced heresy. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+11%3A6


14 
 

 

Attempting to be open-minded and tolerant, some people assert that all 

religions are equally valid paths to God. In a free society, people have the 

right to their religious opinions, but this doesn't guarantee that their ideas 

are right. God does not accept man-made religion as a substitute for faith in 

Jesus Christ. He has provided just one way—Jesus Christ (John 14:6). 

Galatians 1:7 

Just like the cults of our own day… Mormons… Jehovah’s Witnesses… 

New Ageism…  the Judaizers would say, "We believe in Jesus Christ—but 

we have something wonderful to add to what you already believe." As if 

any man could "add" something better to the grace of God! 

The true Gospel of Jesus Christ brings tranquility to mankind. But the 

perverted Gospel disturbs. The word translated "trouble" means to "disturb 

with various emotions such as fear" … Only the true Gospel will bring 

peace to the heart. … A Gospel that includes works often causes men to 

fear they have not done enough good works to be saved or to keep saved. 

The word… “distort” is the Greek word meta-streph-ai. … It is a strong 

word, used in Acts 2:20… in speaking of the sun turned to darkness… and 

by James… in James 4:9… speaking of laughter turned to mourning. … To 

attempt to change the gospel… has the effect of making it the very 

opposite of what it really is.  

Galatians 1:8-9 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jn+14%3A6
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The gospel is unchanging. Thus Paul pronounces a curse of final judgment 

on those who proclaim or receive a different gospel. Even if he himself, or 

an angel from heaven, were to preach a different gospel… the Galatians 

should reject it. And so should you and I. … … When the Mormon 

missionaries come knocking on your door to tell you that an Angel named 

Moronai has brought an addition to the New Testament’s message of 

salvation by Grace… remember this verse where Paul declares that is not 

possible!  … It is as if 1800 years before Joseph Smith came up with his 

non-sense… God had already seen it… and has warned us. 

But… still…  people turn away from the gospel of grace… for all sorts of 

false gospels.  Why…? 

Because the gospel of grace assaults our pride.  The gospel of grace puts 

us in the dust… and makes us beggars before God.  It forces us to 

recognize that we can do NOTHING on our own to earn God’s favor.   

But the majority of mankind does not think that they need a savior.  “All I 

need is a helper…” 

A lot of well-meaning pastors… in fine evangelical churches play right into 

this.  They may preach a fine sermon on Christ’s death and resurrection… 

and somehow neglect… or be unclear about the listener’s need for a 

savior.  … They will simply ask them to commit their life to Christ    

Let us be honest, here. Christ does not want your old life and He does not 

want mine. We have nothing to commit to Him. He wants to do something 

through us – today!!! 
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God is not even asking you to live the Christian life. In fact, you cannot live 

it. God is asking that He might live the Christian life through you. The 

Epistle to the Galatians teaches this. But first of all we must come to Christ 

as sinners and be saved. Our churches are filled today with people who are 

not saved. Do you know why? They have never come to Christ and 

received Him as Savior. They feel like they have something to commit to 

Him.  

LISTEN - You have nothing to commit to Him, my friend. He wants to 

commit something to you. He is the One Who died… and He is on the 

giving end. … It is just as simple as that.  

Galatians 1:10 

Apparently the Judaizers had charged Paul with teaching freedom from the 

Law in order to curry the Gentiles’ favor. But the tone of this letter, 

specifically the harsh language Paul had just used, was hardly calculated 

to win the approval of men. Men-pleasers simply do not hurl anathemas 

against those who proclaim false gospels. Indeed, if the Apostle Paul had 

wanted to please men, he would have remained a zealous Pharisee and 

promoter of the Law rather than becoming a servant of Christ. 

But let me just say… in closing… that we need to regularly examine 

ourselves… to see if we are "seeking to gain the approval of men" or 

succumbing to social and peer pressure. Probably no necessary discipline 

of life… is more difficult than this: discerning where our own line of approval 

is actually going. … Is it going in the direction of God… or is it being 

rerouted through the approval of human leaders… spouses… and friends? 

… Are we doing what we think is right… or are we trying to be diplomatic or 
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political? This motive for doing what we do… can be subtle indeed. … 

When the conviction of our own faithfulness to truth… and the need to 

share the message about the gospel of grace with others… gives way to 

the desire of approval from a friend… when we don’t share the gospel… 

because of a fear of man… we have joined the ranks of those whom Paul 

attacks. 

Get ready for a study of a passionate letter!  Get ready to be challenged to 

your core!  

 


