
1

Study 13 January 6, 2013

THE END TIME
Daniel 11:36 - 12:13

Daniel 11:36-45
36 "And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself

above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall
prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. 37 He
shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women.
He shall not pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all.
38 He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these. A god whom his fathers did
not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts.
39 He shall deal with the strongest fortresses with the help of a foreign god. Those
who acknowledge him he shall load with honor. He shall make them rulers over
many and shall divide the land for a price.

40 "At the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack him, but the king of
the north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and
with many ships. And he shall come into countries and shall overflow and pass
through. 41 He shall come into the glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall,
but these shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of
the Ammonites. 42 He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land
of Egypt shall not escape. 43 He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of
silver, and all the precious things of Egypt, and theLibyans and the Cushites shall
follow in his train. 44 But news from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he
shall go out with great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction. 45 And he
shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. Yet
he shall come to his end, with none to help him. ESV

There are divergent interpretations of these verses. Do they relate to history or are
they yet in the future? Are they literal or are they symbolic?

It would seem that if they are historical to us they should be as easy to identify as
the earlier verses in chapter 11.

There is a prediction of secular history to the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, who
lived 200 years before the birth of Jesus. Many scholars believe that beginning
with 11:36 the prophecy merges into a prediction of a personal Antichrist and a
vision of judgment and resurrection.

During WWII the “willful king” (36) was Mussolini.

The king of the South (40) was the British Empire, which then ruled Egypt, the
old-time kingdom of the South.
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The king of the North was an alliance of the two Northern countries of Germany
and Russia (Ezekiel 38 was thought to be a parallel passage).

In less than 10 years, however, Mussolini was shot by insurgents; Hitler and Stalin
had broken their pact and fought against each other in a deadly war; the British
Empire had become the British Commonwealth of Nations - and many prophecy
teachers simply changed the subject when current events did not match their
interpretation.

THE WORST EVIL in the world isn’t lying, stealing, blasphemy, murder, or lust;
it is self-will. Whether the central figure of our passage is Antiochus Epiphanes or
some yet future Antichrist, he represents the epitome of human self-love, self-will,
and self-exaltation - and accordingly, of insolence, impiety, and defiance toward
God. God’s people live Christ-honoring lives, as wise children who “understand.”
(12:10)

THE DEFIANT KING 11:36-39

The easiest answer is that this continues to describe Antiochus Epiphanes because
there is no obvious break between verses 35 and 36. “Then the king ….”

The problem is that Antiochus Epiphanes does not hold up as the complete
fulfillment of this evil person. Calvin says the king is a kingdom and not a single
ruler, namely the entire Roman Empire. The problem with this is that this does not
track with the other parts of the chapter,

The popular interpretation is a future personal Antichrist.

THE TYRANT’S END 11:40-45

Whether this is a single personal Antichrist or the spirit of Antichrist in verse 40
the angel speaks of “the time of the end,” which is neither the end of the time of
Antiochus Epiphanes nor of the Roman Empire. It seems to refer to the end of the
world immediately before the final judgment.

If this is yet future in a personal Antichrist he will have great success until Christ
returns to utterly defeat him.
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Daniel 12:1-13

"At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people.
And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a
nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone
whose name shall be found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of
the sky above; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars forever and
ever. 4 But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the
end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase."

5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the
stream and one on that bank of the stream. 6 And someone said to the man clothed
in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, "How long shall it be till the end
of these wonders?" 7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the
waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and
swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a time,
and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all
these things would be finished. 8 I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said, "O
my lord, what shall be the outcome of these things?" 9 He said, "Go your way,
Daniel, for the words are shut up and sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many shall
purify themselves and make themselves white and be refined, but the wicked shall
act wickedly. And none of the wicked shall understand, but those who are wise
shall understand. 11 And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away
and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days.

12 Blessed is he who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days. 13 But go your way till
the end. And you shall rest and shall stand in your allotted place at the end of the
days."

THE JEWS’ TROUBLE 12:1-4

“At that time…” which must mean “at the time just described.”

Michael? We gave the interpretation in the last study from Charles Alexander that
Michael is Christ, the only archangel in the Bible.

There is 1) a great persecution; 2) a general resurrection; 3) a final judgment; and
4) the final, eternal blessedness of the saints.

Here, as always, your eschatology interprets the Scripture.

Your eschatology, if you have given it serious study, will take Ezekiel 38;
Revelation 16 and 19; and Daniel 11:36-12:4 and make them fit your particular
scheme of the end times. There is similar correspondence with Matthew 24 & 25 in
which the Lord Jesus Christ refers to this passage in Daniel.
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Daniel is the first clear mention of a general resurrection in the O.T.
Job speaks of his personal resurrection.

Job 19:23-27
23 "Oh that my words were written!

Oh that they were inscribed in a book!
24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead
they were engraved in the rock forever!

25 For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.

26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God,

27 whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.
My heart faints within me! ESV

There is a resurrection of both saved and lost people. Is there to be a general
resurrection of the dead; lost and saved, i.e. at the same time, or are there two
resurrections separated by 1000 years?

If you insist on a separation of 1000 years, you can’t find any Scripture for it.

Daniel is told that this is in the future and that there will be much ado until the end
of time!

THE TIME OF THE END 12:5-13

This last section seems to be lacking after the very detailed history of the world
from the age of Daniel under the kings of Persia through the age of the Greeks up
to the persecutions under Antiochus Epiphanes. Then the record skips ahead to a
time of great persecution at the end of the age with a general resurrection of all
persons at the final judgment. Now this last section finds Daniel seeking
understanding of things that are beyond him.

Apparently even the two angels [5] do not understand either.
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Peter wrote about the difficulty of understanding prophecy.

1 Peter 1:10-12
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to
be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the
subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves
but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which
angels long to look. ESV

One angel asks, “How long…?” 12:6 the angel did not know the time of these
events and neither do we. The other angel answered [7] and Daniel still did not
understand [8]. The angel’s final words clear it all up???

It is very simple; a period of 1290 days and a period of 1335 days?

J. M. Boice writes that to his knowledge no one has come up with a satisfactory
explanation of this last part of Daniel.

Satisfactory or not Mr. Charles Alexander has an interpretation of Daniel 10-12?

Daniel’s last vision is to sustain the church.
We are still in this vision now 2500 years later.

Daniel is now about 85 to 90 years old. He served as prime minister of Babylon
from Nebuchadnezzar to Cyrus. He had seen the fall of Babylon and the death of
his friend Nebuchadnezzar.

The message of Daniel is that God is always with His people; in a fiery furnace or
a den of lions an on through the ages.

The 1335 days and the 1290 days are separated by 45 days.
These are not literal days or a year for a day but an exact time known to God.

Both cycles of time begin with the crucifixion of Christ and the end of the Jewish
order. Alexander says he is not dogmatic about this but that no one else has an
answer.

Alexander suggests that this is a period of time at the end of this present age
separated by “45 days.” An event to occur is the loosing of Satan for a little season
[Revelation 20:7-8], Gog and Magog.
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The time, times, and half a time [7] is synonymous with 1260 days, 3 ½ years, and
42 months that also occurs in Revelation which I take to be the span of the
millennium [not a literal 1000 years] which runs from the time of Christ until He
returns at the end of this present age.

There are many parts of this passage that are hard, if not impossible, to fit neatly
into any particular eschatological view.

The basic teaching is clear: The world is not drifting uncontrolled and without
destiny. God will accomplish all that He purposed.

The “wise” are eager to know His purpose and will endure no matter what befalls
them.


