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PROP: Our pursuit of holiness is to be done in the fear of the Lord knowing full well the 

terrible price our Lord Jesus paid that our faith and hope are in God. 

1 Peter 1:13–21 (ESV) — 13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and 
being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions 
of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call 
on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but 
was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you 21 who through him are 
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are in God.  

Since we have been born again to living hope (1:3) by the power of God an 
inevitable change occurs in the way in which we live. We are enabled more and more to 
turn away from sin and live unto righteousness. Our presuppositions undergo a radical 
change, instead of assuming that we are autonomous, living independently from God, 
controlling our own destinies, we now accept the presupposition that God exists and 
that he has infinite power. Now it is not beyond credibility to us that God is able to 
create the universe, and all that is in it, in any state he wishes and with any initial 
conditions. We now accept the fact that God the Son died for our sins, was raised from 
the dead, and ever lives to govern the universe he created. In addition, our hearts of 
stone are turned to hearts of flesh and we are given love and respect for the law of God. 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 (ESV) — 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 
will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  

No one will be careful to obey the law of God and walk in his statutes apart from 
conversion, and apart from conversion no one will be inclined to be godly. But for our 
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purposes here, we must see that caused to be born again, we become immediately 
involved with a war against sin. Conversion produced in the apostle Paul a deep sense 
of sin. Converted, Paul now recognizes that the law is good. It does not save him but he 
now knows the definition of righteousness. He now recognizes the law of God in a way 
that was impossible before conversion. 

Romans 7:14–20 (ESV) — 14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the 
flesh, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the 
law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire 
to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, 
but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is 
no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  

The warfare implicit in this passage of Scripture does not occur in those who are 
unconverted. To such there is no sense of doing evil by breaking the law of God. To 
most, and to the unconverted in particular, evil consists in slime covered orcs and 
goblins. It is seen in the fearsome Balroc from the fiery depths of the earth and the 
terrible black draped ring wraiths made popular in the writings of Tolkien. Certainly war 
and poverty and the miseries of disease and sickness are universally considered to be 
evil. But evil comprehended in the breaking of the law of God will produce a sense of 
profound guilt and shame only in those whom God has been pleased to convert.  

Who will prepare their mind for action and being sober-minded, set their hope fully 
on the grace that will be brought to them at the revelation of Jesus Christ, but those 
whom God has caused to be born again? We must remember that Peter is addressing 
himself to the elect exiles of the dispersion. He addresses those who belong to Jesus by 
sovereign grace and they are to turn their attention to eternal things and prepare 
themselves for the inevitable warfare that conversion brings. To Pilgrim in Bunyan's 
Pilgrim's Progress, conversion produced a great burden of sin carried about on his back 
and it does the same to all who are born again by God. We who are converted are 
enabled to prepare our minds for action, to be sober-minded, to set our hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Therefore Peter urges 
us to do something that before conversion is utter foolishness and impossible. He urges 
us in effect to imitate God.  

1 Peter 1:14–16 (ESV) — 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy 
in all your conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”  
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Indeed God calls us to be holy just as he is holy. Alexander MacLaren informs us 
that holiness, "is the sum of religion — an all-comprehensive precept which includes a 
great deal more than the world’s morality, and which changes the coldness of that into 
something blessed, by referring all our purity to the Lord that called us." To the world of 
unbelief, the concept of good and evil can never rise above human experience and 
ideas. It can never rise above the gods envisioned by fertile human imagination. When 
we think of good and evil in such human terms we conform ourselves to the passions of 
our former ignorance. But as those who have been caused to be born again we are 
called to be holy in all our conduct just as YAHWEH God is holy.  The moral purity of the 
True and Living God becomes our pattern of holiness. 

We are inclined to think of the holiness of God in some metaphysical or abstract 
way. We like to think that God's holiness is an attribute that is so far above us that we 
can never hope to achieve it much less understand it. But his command, here in our 
text, must be possible because we are commanded to do it, "Be holy for I am holy." We 
are not commanded to do something that is metaphysical or abstract, or speculative but 
real and tangible. The pattern of God's holiness is seen in his moral law. Our 
relationship to God, seen in the Ten Commandments, is a spiritual yet real thing. 
YAHWEH alone is to be worshipped. We are not to worship idols or created things or 
false ideas. God's covenant name, YAHWEH is to be honored and respected. His 
Sabbath is to be observed. All these concepts deal with the real world. The 
commandments that regulate our interpersonal relationships are all understandable and 
realizable. That we will not keep the law of God is not due to the nature of his law in any 
respect, but we will not keep his law because we think it is foolish and limits our 
freedom to do as we please. 

God's moral law is an expression of his standard of righteousness and serves to 
define for us what holiness means and this pattern of righteousness is put within our 
means by the Holy Spirit. The Lord Jesus kept the moral law in every respect and is our 
example to follow. We are to imitate him. 

Ephesians 5:1–5 (ESV) — 1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even 
be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish 
talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For 
you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  

 Why are the heathen nations so immoral, vengeful and evil? It is because their 
gods are their example. They make their gods after the pattern of their own evil 
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imaginations; ghouls and monsters. Then these foul gods which they create react upon 
the imaginations of their makers and they become ten times more a child of hell. 
MacLaren writes, "Worship is imitation, and there is no religion which does not 
necessarily involve the copying of the example or the pattern of that Being before whom 
we bow." So the command to imitate the holiness of YAHWEH went to the very heart of 
religion. "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children." 

Now you might say, "It is not possible to be holy as God is holy." But God does not 
give us an idle command. Conversion brings with it the work of the Holy Spirit to sanctify 
us, moving us inexorably toward that high goal of moral perfection. We cannot convert 
ourselves but we obviously can and ought to improve the quality of our imitation of God 
or God would not command us to do it. When we confront our failure to be holy as God 
is holy, our excuse cannot be, we cannot do it. In fact, we will not do it. Were we not 
created in the image of God in knowledge righteousness and holiness? Therefore being 
converted can we not move toward the goal of regaining that image lost in the fall of 
Adam? It is true that in justifying us, God imputes the righteousness of Christ to us. But 
it does not comport with conversion to suppose that we can continue in sin because 
Christ puts his righteousness to our account. Paul writes, 

Romans 6:15–16 (ESV) — 15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present 
yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, 
either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  

 We are called to be holy. We are called to improve the quality of our imitation of 
God. To accomplish measurable growth in holiness, God not only provides his Spirit but 
gives the means of grace, the Bible, the Sacraments and Prayer. We need to make 
diligent use of them. Furthermore we must take notice of the scope of our imitation of 
God. We are called to be holy in all our conduct.  

The King James Version uses the Old English word conversation here, 

1 Peter 1:15 (KJV 1900) — 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye 
holy in all manner of conversation;  

15 ἀλλὰ κατὰ τὸν καλέσαντα ὑμᾶς ἅγιον καὶ αὐτοὶ ἅγιοι ἐν πάσῃ ἀναστροφῇ 
γενήθητε, 

The Greek word ἀναστροφῇ refers to ones behavior which goes far beyond verbal 
communication. Of course our speech is to be holy but so is all of our conduct or 
behavior to be holy, just as the ESV and others put it. 
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1 Peter 1:15 (ESV) — 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all 
your conduct,  

 Every part of our common everyday activity is to be holy; it is to conform to the 
imitation of God. It is popular in Christian circles today to wear a bracelet on which the 
letters WWJD are written. "What would Jesus do?" The problem here is the word would. 
It raises a hypothetical issue that invites us to speculate on what we think Jesus would 
do. We are not to imitate God in any metaphysical or speculative sense but we are to 
imitate God as he reveals himself in the Bible to be and do. The letters on the bracelet 
should be WDJD, "What did Jesus do." Did Jesus eat with tax-gatherers and 
prostitutes? Yes he did. Did Jesus enter their brothels? No he did not. How do we know 
what Jesus did that we might imitate him? The Bible clearly informs us of God's 
standard of righteousness and gives us many examples of what Jesus did during his 
ministry to the sin ruined society in which he lived. Jesus did not maintain his moral 
purity by entering a monastery or becoming some sort of ascetic. Everywhere Jesus 
went we may go and that is a safe guide for us to follow. 

Jesus came to earth in the fullness of time according to God's plan which he had 
predestined to take place (Acts 4:28). There were no high tech media in existence in 
those days; no television and motion picture industry; no Internet. If Jesus did not enter 
the brothels of his day we ought not to enter the electronic brothels of our day. Not that 
television and the Internet are brothels but there are brothels in these places just as 
they are in our towns and cities where we ought not to go. "What did Jesus do?" In 
writing to the Corinthian church about their lack of discipline concerning a sexually 
impure member of their church, Paul writes, 

1 Corinthians 5:9–13 (ESV) — 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or 
the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 
11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges 
those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”  

 Jesus was certainly not ascetic or monastic but he maintained his moral purity in 
all that he did and everywhere he went in society and we are to imitate him. We are 
called to be holy in all our conduct, just as God is holy. The sins mentioned by Paul are 
great, obvious and gross but we are to imitate God in all our conduct including the 
smallest things in our lives. We are to imitate God in, as the Hebrew puts it, the 
tamunahs of our minds. The second commandment reads, 
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Exodus 20:4–5 (ESV) — 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or 
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me,  

ה־ְל֥�      4 ֶסל֙ ֽ�א ַתֲֽעֶׂש֨ הְוָכל־ ׀ֶפ֣ ֩ר  ְּתמּונָ֡ ַעל ַוֲֽאֶׁש֥ יִ֙ם׀ ִמַּמ֡ ר ַּבָּׁשַמ֣ ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֤ ָּבָא֖
ַחת ַחת ָלָאֶֽרץ ִמַּת֑ יִם׀ ִמַּת֥ ר ַּבַּמ֖  ׃ַוֲאֶׁש֥

Carved images (peselim) are gross and public but likenesses (tamunoth) can be 
immaterial and subjective. A tamunah may be a false concept God or a lustful thought. 
Therefore we understand that we are to imitate God even in the thoughts of our minds; 
even in the smallest most trivial aspects of our lives. If we continue to sin against God in 
small things, tamunoth, eventually they tend to turn into gross public peselim. We are 
called to be holy in all our conduct, as God himself is holy. 

Our text gives us a most cogent and profound reason to pursue holiness, "as he 
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct." The one who calls us to be 
holy is YAHWEH God and when we bring to mind all he has done for us what stronger 
motive to be holiness can there be? He has chosen us from before the foundation of the 
world. He has caused us to be born again to a living hope. He has provided an 
imperishable inheritance in heaven for us and he has redeemed us with the precious 
blood of Christ. We must conduct ourselves in full view of the ransom paid for us by the 
blood of Christ. Peter sums it all up this way, 

1 Peter 1:17–21 (ESV) — 17 And if you call on him as Father who judges 
impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the 
time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited 
from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times 
for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  

 Our pursuit of holiness is to be done in the fear of the Lord knowing full well the 
terrible price our Lord Jesus paid that our faith and hope are in God. Therefore we seek 
to be holy with thankfulness for all his tender mercies. As the hymn writer puts it, 

The Lord forsaketh not his flock, his chosen generation; 
He is their refuge and their rock, their peace and their salvation, 
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As within a mother's tender hand he leads his own, his chosen band. 
To God all praise and glory! 

These words are part of a stately hymn that comes from the 16th century 
Bohemian Brethren Gesangbuch (song book). The Bohemian Brethren as you may 
recall in due course were associated with the Pietist Movement arising from the German 
Reformation that emphasized personal dependence upon the sovereign God  and holy 
living. Today we often associate Pietism with mystics, Quietists, fanatics, Quakers and 
Puritans. But there is a profound difference between Puritan Pietism and all these 
others who sought for a closer, more personal and subjective relationship with God. 
While others of the Pietist movement define holiness in terms of the inner light that is 
received through quiet meditation, the Puritan Pietists defined holiness in terms of the 
law of God just as we must do. To be a Pietist is this sense is to be a godly person. It is 
to be an imitator of God. And our great motive to be holy is our thankful comprehension 
of the mercies of God in our Savior Jesus Christ. To God all praise and glory! 

Let us sing this great hymn of praise to our God. (Trinity #4) 


