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Message: Living a Christ Focused Life in an Unfocused World
Text:         1 Peter 1:10-21

Introduction 

  A.  What are you hoping for in 2015 and beyond?   Did you ever notice that what we hope for in the future    

impacts how we live in the present?  Think about it.

      1.  A month ago many of us were making plans for the holidays, where we hoped to enjoy relaxation,      

recreation, the gathering of family and friends at Christmas or New Year’s Eve parties, etc.  What we      

hoped for in the future impacted what we did before the holidays arrived.  We shopped for food and    

presents, packed suitcases, checked vehicle oil and tires, etc.

      2.  In 1984 Holly and I studied for a month in Israel at the Institute of Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem.  I 

remember how a professor told us of the high risk behavior of the Israeli young people, all of whom     

were required to serve in the military. - E.g., they would drive at high speeds along narrow winding    

roads despite that some would crash - because they had no hope for the future, being in continual

war with their surrounding neighbors in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973.  Their hope for the future impacted

how they lived in the present, as was the case in Jerusalem 1,500 years earlier as she was under siege 

and her destruction imminent.  Christ’s apostle Paul agrees that if there is no hope for a future       

resurrection, then we might as well live as did unbelieving Jerusalem as its destruction approached.

Isaiah 22:9  And you saw that the breaches In the wall of the city of David were many; And you

collected the waters of the lower pool.  Then you counted the houses of Jerusalem and tore 10

down houses to fortify the wall.  And you made a reservoir between the two walls for the waters 11

of the old pool. But you did not depend on Him who made it, nor did you take into consideration

Him who planned it long ago.  Therefore in that day the Lord GOD of hosts called you to 12

weeping, to wailing, to shaving the head and to wearing sackcloth.  Instead, there is gaiety and 13

gladness, killing of cattle and slaughtering of sheep, eating of meat and drinking of wine: "Let us

eat and drink, for tomorrow we may die."

1 Corinthians 15:32  If the dead are not raised, LET US EAT AND DRINK, FOR TOMORROW

WE DIE. 

  B.  W hat we hope for in the future affects how we live in the present - it also affects how we will spend    

eternity in the age to come when this life is over.

      1.  Alexander the Great hoped to conquer the world.  As a result he left his wife and children at home

and

gained rapid, sweeping military successes from Greece to Egypt and northwest India, only to die   

in 323 BC in Babylon at the age of 33 as his homosexual lover wept over him.

Matthew 16:26   "For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his

soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  "For the Son of Man is going to come in 27

the glory of His Father with His angels, and W ILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO

HIS DEEDS. 

      2.  Jesus warns us of how what we fix our hope upon not only impacts how we act in the present, but

how      we will spend eternity in His parable of the rich fool.

Luke 12:16   And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive. 17

"And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'W hat shall I do, since I have no place to store my

crops?'  "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, 18

and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have 19



many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' 20

"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own

what you have prepared?'  "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich 21

toward God." 

  C.  So God, who preserves our souls by preserving our faith in His Son Jesus, speaks though Peter the   

Spirit inspired command in 1:13 to enable us by the Spirit’s power to live a Christ focused life in an

unfocused world.

I.  Completely hope in the grace to be brought to you in the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, having girded the loins of your minds, being/keeping sober, completely

hope on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

  A.  The verb “to hope” is the one verb in the command (imperative) form in this verse, with the other

verbs

being participles, explaining how we are to live a life completely focused on the grace to be

brought to    us in the future when Christ returns.  Our hope is to be fixed on God’s future grace to us

in Christ.

  B.  The “revelation of Jesus Christ” is His second coming in the glory of His Father to judge the world in   

righteousness, to reward the righteous and punish the wicked, to vindicate Himself and His saints

who     have been slandered and persecuted, to raise the dead, to transform the corruptible bodies of

believers    into incorruptible, glorified bodies, to do away with all sinning and suffering, to defeat the

last enemy -    death, and to create a new heavens and earth where God will dwell forever with His

people.

1 Peter 1:7   so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable,

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation

of Jesus Christ; 

1 Peter 4:13  but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that

also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 

2 Thessalonians 1:6  For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,

 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be7

revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire,  dealing out retribution to those who 8

do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  These will pay the 9

penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His

power,  when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all 10

who have believed-- for our testimony to you was believed. 

  C.  W hile Paul thought to die and be with Christ is “better” than to live in this age on earth, being in his     

disembodied spirit with Christ during this present age was not the apostle’s ultimate, final hope.  It

was    gaining the resurrection from the dead and all the grace included with it at the revelation of Jesus

Christ.

Philippians 1:23  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be

with Christ, for that is very much better;  yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for 24

your sake. 

Philippians 3:8   More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but

rubbish so that I may gain Christ,  and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 9

own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which

comes from God on the basis of faith,  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection 10



and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  in order that I may attain to 11

the resurrection from the dead.

  D.  How can we live with such a complete hope, a complete focus on this future grace to be brought to us

by    Jesus?

II.  Preparing your minds (for action).

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, having girded the loins of your mind, being/keeping sober, completely

hope on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

  A.  In the Biblical world where men wore long robes, they would pull up the bottom of their robes and tuck

it

in their belts for work or warfare.  W e use the expression, “roll up your sleeves” when preparing to 

  work.  So “having girded up the loins of your mind” is a metaphor for preparing your mind to act.  

  B.  Did you ever begin your day without preparing your mind to act on the hope of future grace at Christ’s  

 return?  I’ve heard some of you say to yourselves or to a family member after an angry response

or

cutting remark, “You haven’t been with the Lord today, have you.”

  C.  Remember, our future hope impacts our present behavior.  

      1.  So when your brother hits you and you hit him back, it is because you do not have your hope fixed

on     Christ who will right all wrongs at His return.

Romans 12:19  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for

it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I W ILL REPAY," says the Lord.

      2.  Paul’s present behavior of continued labor and striving for the gospel through many hardships was

due to     him fixing his hope on inheriting God in the life to come.

1 Timothy 4:7  But have nothing to do with worldly fables fit only for old women. On the other

hand, discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness;  for bodily discipline is only of little profit, 8

but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for

the life to come.  It is a trustworthy statement deserving full acceptance.  For it is for this we 9  10

labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all

men, especially of believers. 

      3.  Paul’s instruction to the wealthy shows that our present actions generosity and sharing comes from 

  fixing our hope of God and the riches of His grace to be brought to us in the future when Christ

returns.

1 Timothy 6:17   Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix

their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to

enjoy.  Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to 18

share,  storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 19

they may take hold of that which is life indeed. 

  D.  So let’s continually prepare our minds for present action by continually absorbing God’s word of grace

to    us in Christ Jesus, past grace, present grace, future grace.

III.  Being sober - unintoxicated by lesser or unfruitful things.

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, having girded the loins of your minds, being/keeping sober, completely

hope on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 



  A.  Remaining sober, both literally and metaphorically.   Do not become intoxicated by beverage alcohol

or by    temporary relationships,  riches, or pleasures, be they sinful or blessings from God.

Ephesians 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the

Spirit, 

Luke 21:33   "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.  "Be on guard, 34

so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the

worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap;  for it will come upon all 35

those who dwell on the face of all the earth. 

  B.  The world is intoxicated by lesser and unfruitful things, but that is not to be so for the church for which 

  Christ died.

      1.  W e parents hope for many accomplishments, successes, popularity, and a happy life for our

children.  It       is easy to become intoxicated with the hope of such things for our children - athletic

success,     scholarships, jobs, etc.  Those are not that on which we are commanded to fix our hope

for them.

      2.  W hile churches should appreciate any facilities and resources God provides for worship and

ministry,

those are not that on which we are commanded to fix our hope.  Buildings neither bring us

together or    keep us together.  Our hope in the grace of Christ does.

Luke 21:5  And while some were talking about the temple, that it was adorned with beautiful

stones and votive gifts, He said,  "As for these things which you are looking at, the days will 6

come in which there will not be left one stone upon another which will not be torn down." 

      3.  W hile we pray for God to prosper our ministry, ministry success is not that on which we are

commanded     to fix our hope.

Luke 10:17   The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in

Your name."  And He said to them, "I was watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. 18  19

"Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of

the enemy, and nothing will injure you.  "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits 20

are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven." 

Jeremiah 45:1  This is the message which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to Baruch the son of

Neriah, when he had written down these words in a book at Jeremiah's dictation, in the fourth year

of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, saying:  "Thus says the LORD the God of Israel to 2

you, O Baruch:  'You said, "Ah, woe is me! For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain; I am 3

weary with my groaning and have found no rest."'  "Thus you are to say to him, 'Thus says the 4

LORD, "Behold, what I have built I am about to tear down, and what I have planted I am about to

uproot, that is, the whole land."  'But you, are you seeking great things for yourself? Do not 5

seek them ; for behold, I am going to bring disaster on all flesh,' declares the LORD, 'but I will give

your life to you as booty in all the places where you may go.'" 

      4.  If God appoints suffering, hardships, the removal of the hope of many temporal blessings, how can

we     remain completely focused on the hope of future grace at Christ’s return in a completely

unfocused    world?

IV.  “Therefore,” do this by God’s enabling grace.

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, having girded the loins of your minds, being/keeping sober, completely

hope on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 



  A.  The ability to obey the command of 1:13 is rooted in the abundance of grace already given to us in

Christ Jesus.  Augustine in his Confessions (X.29) wrote this prayer: “Give what you command, and 

      command what you will.”

  B.  Look at all the grace God in Christ has already poured out upon us ...

      1.  1:1  elect - His chosen ones

      2.  1:1  aliens - not by our defect but by God’s design

      3.  1:1  the Diaspora - God’s dispersed people among the nations

      4.  1:2  obedient - obeying Christ by faith

      5.  1:2  forgiven - sprinkled with the atoning blood of Christ

      6.  1:3  family - born again by the Spirit

      7.  1:3  hopeful - with a living, realistic hope of glory

      8.  1:4  heirs of God in His eternal glory 

      9.  1:5  secure - protected by God’s power through faith

    10.  1:7  rewarded - with praise, honor, glory, eternal life 

    11.  1:6,8  joyful - with the joy of future glory

    12.  1:7,9 battle tested overcomers unto salvation

    13.  1:10-12 knowledgeable of His eternal plan of salvation

  C.  What are you most hoping for in 2015 and beyond?  What we hope for in the future impacts our behavior    

in the present and our destiny for eternity.

    1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, preparing your minds for action, keeping sober, fix your hope

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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