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Message: The Sufferings and Glory the Prophets Foretold
Text:         1 Peter 1:3-12

Introduction 

  A.  As a child when our family met together for Christmas and my sister and I would begin distributing the    
gifts under the tree, our pile of gifts would grow larger and larger, and as they did, our anticipation,    
excitement, and joy would grow.  Then as we began opening them, the adults would tell us which ones
to open first, heightening our excitement and glee in anticipation of the final big presents.

  B.  In 1 Peter 1:1-12 our risen Lord Jesus, through His apostle Peter, is piling up the gifts of God’s grace being
given to believers through Christ.  The desired effect upon us, even in the midst of suffering, hardships, 
trials, is to increase our joy in believing, and therefore our strength in the Lord to endure, as His Word
opens up before us gift after gift after gift of His grace.

  C.  Look at the pile of gifts built up so far in 1 Peter 1:1-9.  God in Christ has made us ...

      1.  1:1  elect - His chosen ones
      2.  1:1  aliens - not by our defect but by God’s design
      3.  1:1  the Diaspora - God’s dispersed people among the nations
      4.  1:2  obedient - obeying Christ by faith
      5.  1:2  forgiven - sprinkled with the atoning blood of Christ
      6.  1:3  family - born again by the Spirit
      7.  1:3  hopeful - with a living, realistic hope of glory
      8.  1:4 heirs of God in His eternal glory 
      9.  1:5 secure - protected by God’s power through faith
    10.  1:7 rewarded - with praise, honor, glory, eternal life 
    11.  1:6,8  joyful - with the joy of future glory
    12.  1:7,9 battle tested overcomers unto salvation

  D.  And now in 1:10-12 Peter adds to the pile of God’s gracious gifts to us in Christ - the revelation of His    
eternal plan of salvation through faith in God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to all who believe among the  

 nations, not just among the nation of Israel.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made

careful searches and inquiries,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 11

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that 12

they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you

through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which

angels long to look. 

  E.  Let’s unwrap this gift of God’s grace, that He might increase our joy in believing.

I.  Christ, by His Spirit moving on the Old Testament prophets of Israel, foretold of God’s grace of   
salvation that would come by His sufferings and glories to follow.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made

careful searches and inquiries,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 11

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow .  It was revealed to them that 12

they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those

who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look. 



  A.  The prophets are Old Testament Israelite prophets.  Otherwise they would have included themselves in    
verse 12, serving themselves as well as “you.”

  B.  The salvation in Peter’s context has its emphasis on our final salvation, the completion of our salvation at   
the second coming of Jesus Christ in glory.

1 Peter 1:5   ... protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you ....

1 Peter 1:13 ... fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

  C.  The prophets predicted both the sufferings of God’s Messiah and the glories that would follow, which
are to serve as a paradigm for believers.

Romans 8:17   and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him

so that we may also be glorified with Him .  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 18

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 

  D.  It was Christ through His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who was revealing His plan to lead us into His eternal    
glory by suffering for us.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful

searches and inquiries,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as 11

He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they were not serving 12

themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the

gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look. 

Romans 8:9   However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

      1.  Christ from all eternity has planned to lead His chosen ones into His eternal glory through His sufferings.
Before He did so He foretold it so we would know it was no accident or plan B or damage control to 
a plan of God that had gone wrong.  

Luke 24:25   And He said to them, "O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have

spoken!  "Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?"  Then 26  27

beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the

Scriptures. 

      2.  Christ’s sufferings

Psalm 22:1  My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Far from my deliverance are the words of my

groaning. ...   ... They pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me;   16  17

 They divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. 18

Isaiah 53:10  But the LORD was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a

guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper

in His hand. 

      3.  Christ’s glory

Isaiah 9:6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders;

and His name will be called W onderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  There will be no 7

end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to

establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the

LORD of hosts will accomplish this. 



Isaiah 11:1  Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  The 2

Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, ...  ... with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for4

the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He

will slay the wicked. ...  And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and6

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little boy will lead them. ...  They will not hurt or destroy  9

in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10

Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, W ho will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His

resting place will be glorious.

II.  The Old Testament Israelite prophets searched to know the specifics of their prophecies, which were  
not  clearly revealed to them as they are now revealed to us.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made

careful searches and inquiries,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 11

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they 12

were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who

preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look. 

  A.  Old testament prophets spoke of things that were not entirely clear to them.

Daniel 12:8   As for me, I heard but could not understand; so I said, "My lord, what will be the outcome of these

events?"  He said, "Go your way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time. 9  10

"Many will be purged, purified and refined, but the wicked will act wickedly; and none of the wicked will understand,

but those who have insight will understand. 

  B.  They also desired to be part of things that they were told would be future to then.

Matthew 13:16   "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  "For truly I 17

say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to

hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

III.  The Old Testament Israelite prophets were serving “you” Gentiles to whom the mystery of the gospel 
  of Christ has been announced.

1 Peter 1:10   As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made

careful searches and inquiries,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 11

indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they 12

were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those

who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look. 

  A.  While the OT prohets’s message had an immediate application to the people of their day, what they were
foretelling would serve the saints of Peter’s day and beyond.

  B.  Since OT believers will inherit the future grace to be revealed to NT believers when Christ returns, how    
were OT prophets serving “you”?  

      1.  Yes, they were predicting that the object of justifying faith would be God’s crucified, risen, reigning,    
returning Messiah - that this would be the gospel preached by the Holy Spirit in the NT era.

      2.  But also, the “you” Peter is referring to in this letter is predominantly composed of Gentiles.  How would
God justify the Gentiles who were excluded from the commonwealth of Israel?  How would they inherit  

 the glory of God?  Christ would break down the dividing wall of ceremonial ordinances, so that    
justification by faith would be offered to all who believe.  This is the “mystery” once hidden within the   
message of the OT prophets, but now revealed to the NT prophets and apostles and made clear through   
the preaching of the gospel.



1 Peter 1:18  knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way

of life inherited from your forefathers,

1 Peter 4:3   For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having

pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.  In all 4

this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, and they malign

you; 

Ephesians 3:1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  if indeed you 2

have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you;  that by revelation there was 3

made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  By referring to this, when you read you can 4

understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  which in other generations was not made known to the 5

sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  to be specific, 6

that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in

Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

Colossians 1:25   Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me

for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  that is, the mystery which has 26

been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  to whom 27

God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

      3.  The destination goal held out to OT and NT saints is “glory.” 

Isaiah 11:9  They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of

the LORD As the waters cover the sea.  Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who 10

will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.

      4.  The OT prophets, in foretelling the sufferings and glories of Christ, were serving all the nations/Gentiles   
  to whom the gospel would be preached by the Holy Spirit.  So we rightly sing as we celebrate the birth    

of Christ, not simply “Joy to Israel, the Lord is come,” but “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!”

Romans 15:13   Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you will

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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