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Please open your Bibles this morning to the Gospel of Matthew 13. I've entitled, I wrote 
this down, I entitled this message "The Sower and the Seed" and it really ought to be 
entitled "The Parable of the Soils" because the focus in this text is really not the sower, 
the focus in this text is really not the seed. There is nothing wrong with the sower. There 
is nothing wrong with the seed; they all got seed from the same batch of seed. The 
problem is with the soil and that's what the focus on this Scripture text is. I'm going to be 
covering the first 23 verses but I'm only going to read part of it and then go over it and 
then I'll read the next part. The first part I would like to read this morning is verses 1 
through 9. This is the parable itself. The Gospel of Matthew 13:1,

1 The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2 And 
great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a 
ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he spake 
many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to 
sow; 4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the 
fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places, where 
they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had 
no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and 
because they had no root, they withered away. 7 And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 8 But other fell into 
good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

The Lord of glory here is sort of switching over into his ministry and he's starting to use 
largely speaking in parables. Parables was a common use among the Jewish religion and 
the Jewish culture of that time. A parable is a long analogy. It's often cast in the form of a 
story but this is the point in the Lord's ministry, up to this point he had used many graphic 
analogies but their meanings were fairly clear and the context of their teachings was easy 
to be understood but now he goes deeper with the use of parables. Parables require much 
more explanation; they are much harder to understand. And Jesus employed the use of 
them to obscure the truth from unbelievers. You say, "Why would he do that, Brother 
Doug?" Because he's merciful, that's why. While Jesus is making it clear here to his 
disciples that the unbelievers are unable to understand this, they are unable to receive this 

Page 1 of 10

http://www.sermonaudio.com/princesschapel


truth and they are unable to be moved to follow Christ, through and by that truth people 
might ask the question, "Well, why did Jesus explain it in a way that it could not be fully 
understood?" Because of his mercy. You say, "I don't understand it. Doesn't Jesus want 
everybody to be saved?" Well, if he did, they'd be saved. You say, "I don't like that, 
Brother Doug." Well, you know, that's the Scriptures. That's the Bible. That's what the 
Bible says. If God willed that all men would be saved, all men will be saved. "You're 
telling me a God that created heaven and earth, a God that has the devil in his grasp and 
in his control, a God that can make Satan do anything he's commanded to do? Satan is 
under the complete authority of God, that that God is not in charge of men?" No, that's an 
itty bitty God if you're believing in that God. Jesus spoke in parables because of his great 
mercy and his great compassion for mankind.

The Bible said in Matthew 13, verses 9 through 11,

9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said 
unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and 
said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

It is not given. He said, "I am the Good Shepherd and I know my sheep and I call my 
own sheep by name." He's speaking biblical truth. He's speaking divine sovereign truth 
and by his use of parables, he's actually being merciful unto the lost, unregenerate man. 
Because men love darkness rather than light, the Lord is giving them divine mercy. You 
say, "Why would you say that, Brother Doug?" Because if they are given that light, 
they'll be held accountable for that light. The Bible said in Luke 12:47-48, "And that 
servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to his 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes." The more you know, the more you will be held 
accountable for. The Lord is being merciful unto them by the use of parables. They didn't 
get it. They didn't understand it. They didn't receive it. Verse 48 says, "But he that knew 
not," knew not. You say, "Well, all of these people in Africa that never hear the Gospel, 
are they going to heaven or are they going to hell?" There is only one way to get to 
heaven and that's Jesus Christ. "But he that knew not and did commit things worthy of 
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the 
more." 

We're living in the United States of America. We have freedom of speech. We have 
freedom of religion. We have freedom of the press. We have freedom of assembly. We 
have freedom to do almost anything we want to do but yet, men constantly reject God 
because they love darkness rather than light but they will be held accountable to all of the 
light that is around them. About 2 or 3 years ago, I preached a series out here called "The 
Roman's Witness" and the 4 points to that series was: 1. All men have some measure of 
light. 2. Light obeyed increases light. 3. Light disobeyed increases darkness. 4. All men 
will be judged according to the measure of light that they received. Jesus said, "I speak in 
parables because it is meant for you to know and not them. This is for you and not them." 
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He told the Pharisees, he said, "You believe not the words that come from me are of my 
Father because you are not of my sheep. My sheep hear my voice and they know me."

My question to you this morning is: what type of soil are you? My job this morning is not 
to disturb your rest in Christ because if you've entered into his rest, he is your Sabbath, he 
is your God, he is your Lord, he is your Redeemer and the only way to enter into his rest 
is through and by regeneration, through and by the preaching of the Gospel, the 
quickening work and the sovereign power of God that makes a new creature in Christ 
Jesus, that brings forth life and changes the inner man. That's the only way. My job is not 
to strip you of that this morning if you've got that. If you've got that blessed assurance 
and that peace and that hope, then you just sit back and pray for me this morning, glory to 
God. But if you're here this morning and you're not trusting in him and in him alone, my 
job this morning is to strip you of everything that you've got. My job through and by this 
book, through and by this Gospel, is to strip you of your works, to strip you of your 
religion, to strip you of your vain faith in yourself, to put your trust, to be moved to 
Christ. In him and in him alone because in him is life.

Matthew 13:12, let's pick up our reading,

12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even 
that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing 
see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in 
them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall 
hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not 
perceive: 

Let's stop right there before I read this next verse. Do you know what verse ties in with 
that in the New Testament? 1 Corinthians 2:14, "But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned." "Why, Brother Doug? Why is he like that?" 
Because you must be born again.

15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them.

But he says in verse 16, he said,

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 

Oh, are you blessed this morning? It wasn't anything you did. It wasn't anything I did. It 
wasn't anything the choir did or the piano player. It wasn't "Just as I am." It wasn't a Billy 
Graham Crusade. It was the power of regeneration that brought life into your heart and 
into your soul. That's what did it. The grace of God did that this morning and you should 
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be thankful for that. Matthew 7:13, the Lord said, "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be," he said, 
"many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."

The Lord tells us in Luke 13:24, do you know what he said? He said, "Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able." Who 
are those trying to seek to enter? I'll tell you who they are: they are sitting in churches 
this morning. They're all over America. They're all over the world. They come to praise 
and worship. Do you know what they really did? They've come to check the block. 
"Well, I've got that knocked out for the week. Ready to go to work in the morning. Yeah, 
I put my $5 in the plate. I'm good to go. I'm good to go for another week." No, let me tell 
you what: hey, if you're here this morning, you need to be here because you want to be 
here, amen? You need to be here because you know that there's no other better place on 
this side of glory to be than right in the house of God with God's people. That's a changed 
man. That's a changed heart. That's a boy or a girl or a child that God has brought forth 
life in them.

Matthew 13:17, he said,

17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have 
desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to 
hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

The Lord of glory is standing right there in front of them. He's got 12 boys there that 
understood what he was talking about but he had a few, do you know what? They said, 
"Do you know what? I get it now. I get it now." But for the most part, the majority of 
them were saying, "I don't get it. Why are you talking in parables? Why can't I 
understand this?" Because the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. 
You can have all the education you want to get, you can have an Associates degree, a 
Bachelors degree, a Masters degree, a doctorate, you can have a DD, a doctorate of 
divinity, that doesn't make you any closer to God than the man in the moon. It's what's in 
your heart that brings you to God. Is God in your heart? Has God changed your heart? 
Has he renewed your spirit that makes you change and walk after him?

Many people will seek but few will be able to find it. Many prophets desired to see this 
but they couldn't. There was one old man that waited and waited and waited and 8 days 
after Mary had the Lord of glory, here he came into the temple and he held him up and he 
said, "Now I can die for I have seen thy salvation." Now, how did he know that? Oh, the 
Spirit of God, that's how he knew it.

There are 4 types of soil here in this passage, 4 different articles of ground here and they 
each have received the same type of seed from the exact same sower. The exact same 
sower. It doesn't say there were 4 sowers with a bag a seed, it says there was a sower. 
One sower. One kind of seed. That seed, my friend, is the Gospel. It's the message. The 
power of God unto salvation. "For whosoever believeth, the Jew first and also to the 
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Greek." Paul said, "For I am not ashamed to preach the Gospel to you for it is the power 
of God unto salvation." That's what brings life into the dead sinner's heart through and by 
the regenerating work of God the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 13:18 says,

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 

Jesus said, "I'm about to break it down for you Barney style so you can understand it." 
We're going to get down to first grade level stuff and I'm about to simplify this for you so 
you can understand it and listen and ask yourself this morning: what kind of soil am I? 
What kind of ground? What kind of ground is my spiritual front yard made up of? Like I 
said, my task here today is not to disturb you if you're assured and entered into his rest 
but my task today is to strip you of everything that's ungodly about you, strip you of all of 
your self-righteousness, strip you of all of your works, to strip you of your dead religion 
so that God through and by his seed which is his Gospel which, by the way, it's my 
Gospel, Paul said. Paul said, "This is my Gospel." But listen to what the Lord of glory 
says this morning, Matthew 13:19 through 23,

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown 
in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 20 But he that 
received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of 
the word, by and by he is offended. 22 He also that received seed among 
the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 23 
But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 
and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.

There are 4 types of soil here in this passage and I want to go over them with you this 
morning. Four types of soil. The first type of soil is the wayside hearer or the wayside 
soil. I don't know how many in here garden. How many of you have a garden? Well, you 
don't have one in the middle of January but we've got gardens. You know, I've even tried 
it a couple years but I don't have a green thumb. I don't know, stuff just doesn't want to 
grow for me, alright? So that's a hint when harvest time comes for you all, okay? I love 
half runners and corn on the cob. But let me share this with you: on the side of every 
garden, do you not have a path along in the garden? Somewhere there is that one spot 
where you constantly walk up and down the rows or the aisles. It may be on the side of 
the garden. It may be going up the middle of the garden. But there's a path. That's the 
wayside soil. That's the hearer by the wayside because the farmer, the sower is out there 
and he's throwing out the seed and all of a sudden there are a few grains of that seed that 
hop over and they land on that path. Now, that path has been trodden on. That path has 
been beaten down. That path has been sun baked by the heat. That path is hard as a rock 

Page 5 of 10



and when that seed begins to germinate and sprout, it's not going to be able to penetrate 
down through that beaten down soil and those old birds know it. Old Satan, the prince of 
the power of the air, he knows it and what does he do? He flies down and scoops up the 
word. He scoops up the message. He scoops up the seed and do you know what? It's 
gone. They had it. It was right there. They had it but it's gone. "When he sowed, some 
seeds fell by the wayside and the fowls came and devoured them up." 

Matthew 13:19, "When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it 
not, then cometh the wicked one," that's the fowl, that's the prince of the power of the air. 
The seed was there but the ground wasn't ready. The ground had not been prepared. The 
ground was not ready. There's nothing wrong with the sower, there is nothing wrong with 
that seed. Amen? There is something wrong with the soil. When one hears the word of 
the kingdom which is the Gospel, that's the way to enter into God's kingdom by faith in 
Jesus Christ because salvation is by grace through faith in him and in him alone. This is 
the sphere of salvation. This is the message of the Gospel. This is the power of God to 
regenerate dead sinners and to bring life into them. 

Like the old atheist, he was always arguing with his neighbor who was a preacher. He 
had an old hard-shelled Baptist preacher that lived across the street from him and boy, he 
was always arguing with him, trying to get something stirred up. He said he didn't believe 
in God. He said he didn't believe in creation. He didn't believe in any of this stuff. He 
went out and got a seed of corn, just one little kernel, one little kernel seed of corn and he 
got some melted down plastic and some paint and all kinds of different things and he 
made a duplicate. It looked exactly like that corn seed and he took it over to the old 
preacher. Now, this might have worked if he'd been a Methodist but this boy was a 
Baptist, he knew what he was talking about, glory to God. He said, "I don't believe in 
your God. I don't believe in creation." He said, "As a matter of fact, I have created a corn 
seed." And he said, "Preacher, if you can't tell the difference." He said, "Yeah, I can." He 
said, "Give me a week." He said, "What are you talking about, give you a week?" He 
said, "Give me a week and I'll come back and tell you which one is fake and which one is 
real." He said, "How are you going to do that?" He said, "I'm going to plant them and the 
one that God is in, it will bring forth life but yours is just dead. It's nothing." I said, 
"That's how I know that God is the Creator because God brings forth life."

The old wayside hearer though, his seed got snatched up because his ground wasn't 
prepared. Has your seed been snatched up? Oh, but let's keep going. The stony hearer. 
You think of stony heart and you think that is something totally different. Something 
totally different. "Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and 
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was 
up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away." You say, 
"What is that talking about, Brother Doug?" I'm going to tell you what it's talking about: 
it's talking about here's the rock that didn't get plowed under. It's in the middle of the 
field. It's got about a quarter inch of dirt on top of the rock. One seed lands on that little 
patch of dirt on top of that rock with a quarter inch of dirt on top of that rock. It didn't get 
plowed under and the seed sprouts. Oh, they're on fire for Jesus, aren't they? Yeah buddy, 
they are wired like a microwave. But there's no root. They have made an emotional 
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decision to follow Christ but no commitment. There is no root and they never, ever bring 
forth fruit. 

The stony hearer is the one where the seed lands on top of the stone. They'll sprout very 
fast. Do you know what I call them? They're sparkler Christians is what they are. They're 
sparkler Christians. Do you know what they do? They get on fire for about 15 minutes 
and then they sparkle and they fizzle out. They find something else they're interested in. 
They find something else to capture their attention. They find something else that's more 
interesting than God, the one who gave them life. Why? Because there's no root. You say, 
"Did they lose it?" No, they never had it to start with. There was no root. Do you hear 
what I'm saying? There is nothing wrong with the seed, it's the soil. 

Matthew 13:20 and 21, "But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he 
that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and 
by he is offended." They remain interested only until there is a sacrificial price to pay, 
when they've got to take a stand for Jesus and all of a sudden something's on the line. "Do 
I take the hard right over the easy wrong? Do I stand for the cause of Christ?" Well, how 
can you if there's no root? You'll be offended and you'll wither away. They remain 
interested only until that price is there to pay. And because of tribulation or persecution 
arising by the word because of what? Because of the word. It tears them up. It pricks their 
heart. It makes them mad. They're offended. They wither away. No root, no fruit. Let me 
say that again: no root, no fruit. The word, they're offended, they endure for a while. Oh, 
they're on fire for Jesus and then all of a sudden they just poof, fizzle out. Where are they 
at? They're gone. They're gone.

Then we want to slip back into our work salvation mode, don't we, and say, "Op, they lost 
their salvation." No, they never had it to start with because Jesus said they never had it to 
start with, alright? I didn't tell it to you, the Lord said it. The Lord said they had no root. 
What is a root? What does a root do? Everybody knows what a taproot is, don't you? It's 
that one main center root that goes down. What is it tapping into? Water. What else? 
Minerals, nutrition. What one word would describe water, nutrition and minerals? Would 
it be life? Would it be life? If the seed is sown on top of the stony ground and just a little 
bit of soil you haven't got any root. There is no taproot. What are you tapping into? 
Nothing. Nothing. You're tapping into yourself. If that's the case, you're going to be 
tapped out, amen? But tap into life. That's Christ.

Let's go to the next one. What have we got next? We've got the thorns here, the thorns 
and the thistles. "And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked 
them." The thorn here is the one where the seed lands in the corner of the field over there 
in the midst of the thorn brushes. He was just throwing them all over. Some got on the 
path by the wayside, some landed, we had a couple of rocks that didn't get tilled under 
that had just a little bit of dirt, some landed on top of that. Then we get down on the end 
of the field and we start to turn around and over there is the old briar patch. Over there is 
the old thorns and thistles and some of the seed goes in there and what happens to them? 
Matthew 13:22, "He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; 
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and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he 
becometh unfruitful." Why? He didn't have a real root. What is he doing? He's not 
trusting in Christ. He's being overcome by the cares of this world and the love of money. 
Their love of the things of the world choke out the word. Their passion for pleasing their 
flesh, lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and the pride of life choke out the word and they 
become unfruitful. And do you know what? They never come out of the briar patch. Boy, 
I'm glad I got delivered out of the old briar patch, amen?

Their love of the things of this world, what is that? That's their flesh. Their spirit has 
never been quickened, it's never been changed. 1 John 2:15-17, the Lord of glory writes 
through John the apostle under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he says, "Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever." James 4:4, 
the Apostle James says, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship 
of the world," listen to me. Hello? "The friendship of the world is enmity with God?" 
enmity with God, "whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
God." That's those thorns and those thistles. What do they do? They choke out the word 
and the plant becomes unfruitful.

Next we have the prepared here which is the good soil. "But other fell into good ground, 
and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold." It was all 
from the same sower. The seed all came from the same batch. There is nothing wrong 
with the sower. There is nothing wrong with the seed. It was the soil. John 6:65, the Lord 
says, "Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given 
unto him of my Father." It's not in a feeling; it's not in an emotion. "Let's play on their 
emotions. We can sing 'Just as I am' for 45 minutes." That isn't going to save a fly. Do 
you know what's going to save a fly? The preaching of the Gospel and the quickening 
will and work by the sovereign Holy Spirit of God. That's what saves. That's what puts a 
root straight down to the life source. That's what taps into sovereignty. That's what taps 
into deity and "greater is he that is in you now than he that is in the world." John 6:44-45, 
Jesus said, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
and I will raise him up at the last day."

This parable shows us 3 soils that were bad, 3 hearers that had not prepared. There had 
been nothing prepared there and the seed was sown and there was no fruit reaped in the 
harvest. Matthew 13:23, he says, "But he that received seed into the good ground is he 
that heareth the word, and understandeth it." Why? "The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them 
for they are spiritually discerned." That means you won't understand it until God does a 
work in your life and that is what Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3, verse 3, verse 5 and 
then he explained it in verse 8, "Ye must be born again."

I've told you the story about the old atheist, his kernel, the one that he produced, could 
not bring forth life but when the preacher planted the other one, it brought forth life 
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because it was wrought of God. It was wrought of God. It was made of God. If you try to 
make this thing this morning, you will bear no fruit. You will fizzle out just like a 4th of 
July sparkler. But you let God do the work and you see what will happen. Jesus told his 
disciples, he said, "You have not chosen me but I have chosen you and I have ordained 
that you go forth and that you bring forth fruit and that your fruit shall remain." What 
does that mean? That means if you're saved, you're going to bring forth fruit and if you 
are not bringing forth fruit then you're not saved. I didn't say it, Jesus did. Do you know 
what? We need to stop beating around the bush and worried about who we're going to 
offend because if you're living a habitual lifestyle of sin, you aren't offending me, you're 
offending my God. You're offending the one who saved me, who brought me out of the 
darkness and called me and brought me into his marvelous light.

That life brings forth change. I heard Paul Washer last night, I was up listening to him 
until about 2:30 in the morning this morning. Do you know what he said? He said that a 
preacher came in, he had an appointment to preach at a church and he was late. He was 
late. He got there 2 minutes before he was supposed to get behind the pulpit and his hair 
was all messed up, his clothes were all wrinkled and everything and the pastor came up to 
him and said, "You don't respect the fact that you are called and you have an appointment 
to preach here? You don't respect this church enough to show up on time? You want to 
come in late?" And the preacher said, "Well, you don't understand. I was on my way 
down here and I was on the interstate and I got a flat tire and I was changing my tire and I 
was taking one of the lug nuts off and one of the lug nuts rolled out into the intersection 
of the interstate during the main part of the interstate." He said, "I ran out there to get that 
lug nut and when I bent down to get that lug nut a 32 ton logging truck hit me head on 
and dragged me 30 feet down the interstate." The pastor said, "You're either lying or 
you're crazy." You say, "Well, why would you say that?" You don't encounter a 32 ton 
logging truck and not be changed. You don't encounter God and experience the 
quickening of the Holy Spirit and not be changed.

Ephesians 2:8, 9, 10, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus." Why did he save you? Why did he redeem you? 
"Unto good works," not because of your works but he saved you unto good works. If 
your ground is by the wayside, then Satan has already stolen the seed. I would fall to my 
knees and pray to God for mercy. If you're on the stony ground, oh, you were on fire for a 
little while but then you fizzled out. Now something else has caught your interest. You're 
interested in something else now. Do you know why? Because you never had a root to 
start with. Oh, you might be over in the thistles. You might be over in the thorns and you 
started to sprout and all of a sudden the cares of this world and the riches and the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life came in and choked out the truth, the 
life, the word and you brought forth no fruit. But glory be to God, there is a remnant. 
There is a remnant and I don't know about you, I can only stand and answer for myself 
this morning but I know that I've been saved by grace through faith and I know that I am 
a new creature in Christ Jesus. Saved. Created unto good works. 
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God didn't save me because of my works because I was worthless. I am what I am by the 
grace of God this morning. There is no good in me but oh, thank God, that that seed 
brought forth life. Why? Because that sower had prepared the ground. Oh, that sower had 
already broken up the fallow ground. He had already tilled the ground. He planted the 
seed. He came by every now and then and watered it and when I began to sprout, he did 
like old Brother Bill does, he goes out and talks to his plants and shows them some love. 
He spoke to my heart and as I was growing up, sprouting up out of the ground, he gave 
me comfort. He gave me assurance. He said, "I've got this." He said, "You're mine. 
You're mine. That's my seed right there. Oh, that's my seed." I don't need any fertilizer 
because I've got the Holy Ghost, amen?

Alright, I'm going to quit or I'm really going to start preaching now. Folks, we don't need 
anything from this world. We don't need false religion. We don't need dead works. All we 
need is the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit and God's blessed holy word to 
lead us, guide us and direct us. We need not let the cares of this world overcome us and 
choke us out because God said, "I will bring forth an increase." Now, some of us aren't 
going to produce an hundredfold. Some of you all already produce an hundredfold, do 
you know it? And the Lord is saying, "Sit back. Rest a little while. Pray for your 
preacher. Your working days are about over. All you need to do is just enjoy the 
blessings of your salvation." But there are some of you that need to get up off of your 
blessed assurance and start working for Jesus. That's all I've got to say about that. I love 
you and if you're in him, he's in you. Well then, glory to God, act like it.

Let's bow our heads.
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