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2 Peter 3:1-7 1  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I 
stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance: 2  That ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment 
of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 3  Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 4  And saying, Where 
is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation. 5  For this they willingly are ignorant 
of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water: 6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished: 7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men.  !
1  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your 
pure minds by way of remembrance: !
Pure: Judged by sunlight that is tested as genuine (figuratively): - pure sincere.  !
Minds: Deep thought properly the faculty (mind or its disposition) by implication its 
exercise: - imagination mind understanding.  !
As Peter wrote earlier in chapter 1:  !

2 Peter 1:12-15 12  Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in 
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the 
present truth. 13  Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir 
you up by putting you in remembrance; 14  Knowing that shortly I must put off this 
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. 15  Moreover I will 
endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance.  !

Peter is getting ready to put off this my tabernacle, that is, he is getting ready to leave 
his body behind when he dies, and intends to equip the saints to be able to have these 
things always in remembrance. !

John Calvin on verse 1: It now appears what is the use of admonitions, and how 
necessary they are; for the sloth of the flesh smothers the truth once received, and 
renders it inefficient, except the goads of warnings come to its aid. It is not then 
enough, that men should be taught to know what they ought to be, but there is 
need of godly teachers, to do this second part, deeply to impress the truth on 
the memory of their hearers. And as men are, by nature, for the most part, fond of 
novelty and thus inclined to be fastidious, it is useful for us to bear in mind what 
Peter says, so that we may not only willingly suffer ourselves to be admonished 
by others, but that every one may also exercise himself in calling to mind 
continually the truth, so that our minds may become resplendent with the pure 
and clear knowledge of it. !

The things that Peter would have us to remember are the words spoken by the the 
prophets and the commandments of the the apostles. This is his statement in verse 2: !
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2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  !
Mindful: (through the idea of fixture in the mind or of mental grasp); to bear in mind 
that is recollect; by implication to reward or punish: - be mindful remember come 
(have) in remembrance.  !
Peter’s purpose is to equip the saints to be able to recollect the words of the prophets 
about Jesus Christ. Peter has established that the prophecies, both of the first and 
second coming of Jesus Christ, are certain and reliable and are what he and the other 
apostles built their foundation upon. !

Ephesians 2:19-22 19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20  And are built upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; 21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 
temple in the Lord: 22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. !
2 Peter 1:19-21 19  We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts: 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of 
any private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. !

Peter is writing so that we would understand that the whole of scripture is inspired by 
Holy Ghost, even the writings of the apostles which had not yet been included in the 
canon of scripture. All of the scripture leads to one person: Jesus Christ. Any prophecy 
or interpretation that leads to any other person or that contradicts the scripture as we 
have it today must be rejected outright.  !

2 Timothy 4:1-8 1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2  Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching 
ears; 4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5  
But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof 
of thy ministry. 6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8  
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing. !

(Read Soldiers of Christ, Arise). !
3-4a  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation. !
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Peter now gives a warning regarding those who would come in the last days (that is the 
post-apostolic days): false teachers who would deny the second coming of Jesus Christ. 
John, Jude, and Paul all give similar warnings about the last days. This is the time that 
we are now in: the last days. !

1 John 2:18-19 18  Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that 
antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the 
last time. 19  They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been 
of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they were not all of us. !

False teachers will say for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of the creation. !
False teachers will ignore the prophets and apostles and the warnings against 
ungodliness in scripture and bring into doubt the second coming of Jesus Christ and 
therefore attempt to persuade us that there is no need to live as scripture teaches, but 
rather leeway to do as we (our flesh) would please because there is no reason to be 
fearful of judgment, condemnation, and punishment. !

Romans 3:10-18 10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11  There is 
none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12  They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. 13  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the 
poison of asps is under their lips: 14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15  Their 
feet are swift to shed blood: 16  Destruction and misery are in their ways: 17  And the way of 
peace have they not known: 18  There is no fear of God before their eyes.  !
Isaiah 5:11-25 11  Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! 12  And the harp, and the viol, 
the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the 
LORD, neither consider the operation of his hands. 13  Therefore my people are 
gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men 
are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. 14  Therefore hell hath 
enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their 
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 15  And the mean 
man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty 
shall be humbled: 16  But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God 
that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. 17  Then shall the lambs feed after their 
manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat. 18  Woe unto them that 
draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: 19  That say, 
Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the 
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 20  
Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, 
and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21  Woe 
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! 22  
Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle 
strong drink: 23  Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the 
righteousness of the righteous from him! (Continued)  
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(Continued) 24  Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame 
consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom 
shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the LORD of hosts, 
and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 25  Therefore is the anger of 
the LORD kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his hand 
against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did tremble, and their carcases 
were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand is stretched out still.  !

5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were 
of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 6  Whereby the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: !
False teachers are not just ignorant, but they are willingly ignorant. In their willful 
ignorance they disregard the work of God, they accuse God of not following through 
with his promise of the second coming of Jesus Christ, and in doing so they justify the 
wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! !

2 Peter 2:5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher 
of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; !

False teachers are willingly ignorant of the Creator (3:5) and have forgotten even the 
judgment of the flood (2:5, 3:6). If they do not believe the history given in the scripture, 
they will not believe that the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished (2:9). They will not 
believe that Jesus Christ will come again to deliver the godly and punish the ungodly. !
Such people do not have faith. !

Hebrews 11:1-3  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen. 2  For by it the elders obtained a good report. 3  Through faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do appear.  !

And if they do not have faith in the beginning, they will certainly not have faith in the 
end. For it is the same God in heaven who created all things, who destroyed all things 
with the flood (save Noah and his family), who sent Jesus Christ the first time, and who 
will send Jesus Christ again. !
7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in 
store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men. !
We, the faithful elect, believe God is true and believe that Jesus Christ will come again. 
We wait eagerly, yet patiently, for his return as did Noah for God’s judgment in his days. 
We prepare to defend the truth by the word of God, our sword, until that day comes. If it 
does not come while we live here, it will come afterwards. !
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Revelation 6:9-17 9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10  
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11  And white robes were given 
unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled. 12  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a 
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as 
blood; 13  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely 
figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14  And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 15  And the 
kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; 16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us 
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17  For the 
great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 
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