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Whenever we discuss the doctrine of God we look at the various aspect of how he has revealed himself. In the 
OT there are many “names” for God, but only one Name is considered to reveal the identify of God.  
 
What are some of the names of God?  
 
Yahweh or Jehovah: What we want to begin to look at is the attributes of God through his covenant name and 
how it helps us to understand who he is. (Jehovah is a combination of Annonai and Yahweh) 
 
Ex. 3:14- What does Yahweh mean?  
 
1st It is  personal Name. It demonstrates that God is a person. And his name is significant. It tells us something 
about his nature. He is eternally self existent. It refers to his being. 
 
Aquinas referred to God’s self revelation as God is “Being itself”  
 
The question is, when he revealed himself to Moses is God concerned so much with metaphysical explanations 
of his being? Or is he telling Moses something else?  
 
2nd  his Name is Related to What he Does: Upon closer examination of the Name- Yahweh we see that God’s 
names cannot be divorced form what he does- that is namely his redemptive purpose. (Context)  
 
Often we see where God’s name in the OT directly connected to his redemptive work. We are told in the bible 
that God acts for his “names” sake. (Ps. 23:3, 25:11; Jer. 14:7; Ex. 18:10) 
 
God is pictured as Israel’s Savior and Redeemer (Is. 43:3, 11; 44:6, 24; 48:17; 49:7, 26) 
 
3rd: He is LORD. Moreover, the name of God indicates that he is the Lord over Israel and the head of the 
Covenant. HE initiates the covenant with Abraham, and completes it with Moses.  
 
To understand how Yahweh reveals himself in covenant form we have to see how he uses the conventional 
covenant of Israel’s day to form a relationship with the nation.  
 
Until the 19th century and the discovery of ancient Hittite treaty’ we have not really understood the depth of the 
nature of the Old Covenant and how is teaches us about God. When we look at the Mosaic Covenant that God 
made with Israel- we see there is a reflection with the Hittite Suzerain Treaties.  
 
1) The identification of the Suzerain by his name and titles The historical survey of the Suzerain's dealings with the vassal. 
The purpose is to illustrate to the vassal how much the Suzerain has done to protect and establish the vassal who therefore 
owes submission and allegiance to the Suzerain. These two sections are referred to as the "Preamble."  (Ex. 20:2, Deut 
1:1-5) 

2) The next section of these treaties list the "stipulations." What the vassal is required to do is spelled out in principal and 
detail. ( Ex. 20:3-17, Deut 5:1- 26:19) 

3) Provision for Continued Reading:  This section is often concluded with the requirement that the vassal deposit his copy 
of the treaty in his temple, where he is to occasionally read and study it to refresh his memory concerning his duties. (Ex. 
24:7, Deut 31:9-13)) 

4) List of Witnesses: Frequently the suzerain would appeal to the gods (In the Ot Heaven and earth) to bear witness to the 
establishment of the covenant. (Ex. 19:8; 24:3,7; Deut 30:19, 32:1) 



5) Blessings and Curses: If the stipulations are met by the vassal, he will receive the Suzerain's blessings, which are listed. 
If the vassal fails to meet the stipulations, he will receive the Suzerain's curses, which are also listed. ( Ex. 24:3; Deut 
27:1-30:20) 

What does this teach us about God? Suzerain treaties were unilateral treaties enacted by a sovereign state 
(power) over a lesser state. It was a peace treaty in which the lesser state must conform to the terms or the treaty 
would be broken.  

This tells us that God (Yahweh)  is presented to Israel as a King. He is a Sovereign King over all and has chosen 
Israel to form a covenant relationship with. This covenant is not bi-lateral, but a unilateral conditional covenant.  

The Covenant therefore demonstrates God’s role as King and Sovereign. Essentially Yahweh is King. He is 
Lord and He is In control. This is all bound up in everything we leaned so far:  ( His transcendence, His 
Holiness, His Triunity, His Incomprehensibility, His Asceity)  
  
Isaiah 33:22 sums up who Yahweh is - For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; the LORD is 
our king; he will save us. 
 
John Frame: “The simple obvious point is this: The Name LORD (Yahweh) names the head of the covenant. 
His essential relationship to us is that of a Great King who has delivered us from death and calls us to serve 
him by obeying his word.” 
 
But we cannot limit God through the lens of the OC to Israel- he is also the King of all creation (Ps. 47:7-
9) and his rule is realized in the incarnation of his Son ( Matt. 28:18) in whom all the nations are blessed and 
united in one body (Eph. 2:16).  
 
Jesus identifies himself as Yahweh in the “I am” statements in John’s gospel. Christ is the fulfillment of all the 
OT types and shadows. He is Yahweh in the flesh.  
 
When we use the name Yahweh we assume sovereignty, power and total control.  A similar construction in 
Hebrew which is a play on the name Yahweh is also ‘ani hu’ (“I am He”). These passages stress and elucidate 
the control of Yahweh. Read Isaiah 43:11-13 
 
John Frame comments, “in these passages, the pronoun “I” is prominent, brining a message of divine 
monergism in salvation and judgment. He puts to death and makes alive; he brings judgment and mercy. Rulers 
and warriors are but tools in his hand. From that no one else can deliver no one can reverse his actions.” 
 
II. The Efficacy God’s Control. As we examine the exact meaning of the name Yahweh and what picture it 
presents to us of God and his nature- we must ask ourselves to what extents is God’s control efficacious?  
 
To say that God’s controlling power (omnipotence) is efficacious is to simply say- that it always accomplishes 
its purpose. Creatures may oppose him- but they cannot prevail.  
 
This brings us into the subject of God’s sovereignty. In no way will we be able to accomplish all of this 
today, but we must begin to examine the biblical data and see what scripture teaches.  
 
A) Nothing is too difficult for God: Scripturer assures us there is notbing in this universe that is impossible, 

difficult or too wonderful to God. (Jer. 32:27; Gen. 18:14; Matt 19:26). His purpose always prevails.  
 
Job 42:2 “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
Prov. 21:30  No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the LORD. 
 



Read Isaiah 14:24-27 Concerning God’s plan with Assyria, and all nations. 
 
B) God always does what is pleasing to Him and the Counsel of his Will. His Will is perfect and as a 

sovereign King he has a right to do what is pleasing to himself.  (Is. 46:10; Matt. 11:25-26, Eph. 1:4-5, 9,11) 
 
Daniel 4:35  all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among 
the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have 
you done?” 
 
C) The Potter and the Clay: The bible uses the illustration if the potter and clay to explain to us the efficacy 

of God’s sovereignty. As easily as a potter had power over clay to shape it in any fashion so does God. (Is. 
29:16; 45:9; 64:8; Jer. 18:1-10, Rom. 9:19-24)  

 
Simply said- God’s control and power are efficacious. His role as creator, King and omnipotent power enable 
him to whatever he pleases (Ps. 115:3) and no one can interfere with his plans. 
 
Q- While we may find this disturbing to some extent- How is this comforting?  
 
III. The Extent of God’s Sovereignty, Power, Providence. While we acknowledge God is “all powerful” and 
Can do all that he pleases, what does the scripture say as to the extent of his sovereign rule?  
 
Is there anything in creation “free” from God’s control? Where do we draw a line?  
 
A) Nature: There is no such things as “random acts of nature” God is complete and utter control over all 

aspects of nature. We see this in various ways 
 
The natural world is God’s creation. And as creator he is sovereign over that creation and works within the laws 
and principles by which he made it. (Often described as concurrence) 
 
Q- How is a child conceived? Through sexual intercourse and successful fertilization of an egg? Or God’s will in 
bringing that life about?  
 
How do plants reproduce and thrive? Through photosynthesis and H2O? Or does God cause their growth and send the 
rain?  
 
Scripture tells of God’s Sovereign Power over the natural world: (Ps. 65:9-11; 135: 6-7; 147:15-18) 
 
READ- Job 37:6-13  
 
What about Natural Disasters? (Ex. 9:13-26; Amos 4:7) 
 
Jesus emphasizes sovereign control over nature - He teaches us that God sends rain (Matt. 5:45) feeds the bird 
(6:26) clothes the lilies (6:28-30) accounts for falling sparrows and even every hair on our head that falls 
(10:29-30; Luke 12:4-7) 
 
à Jesus demonstrates his own control over nature in his ability to command the sea and winds to calm down- 
and they obey him (Mark 4:35-39) 
 
Even seemingly random events are ordained by God: Prov. 16:33, 1 Kings 22:34 Ahab’s Random Death) 
 
 



B) Human History: If God is sovereign and in control of all the natural realm than it is logical that his 
sovereign power and control extends over human history as well. Although this is where many of us will 
begin to reject the notion of God being all powerful and in control, we cannot ignore the weight and 
testimony of scripture.  

 
The LORD is King over all the nations and human history. Nothing happens apart form his will and sovereign 
decree. Acts 17:26 cf. with Genesis 15:16 
 

• Job 12:23 He makes nations great, and he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and leads them away. 
• Ps. 22:28  For kingship belongs to the LORD,  and he rules over the nations. 

 
Nebuchadnezzar Knew better: Daniel 4:34-35 
 
Best Example- The Story of Joseph: (Gen. 45: 5-8; 50: 20) It’s important to note- God doesn’t merely allow 
Joseph to go to Egypt- He sends him. It was part of God’s purpose and plan. Although he used the agency of his 
treacherous brothers- God’s will is accomplished. Even Joseph acknowledges this.  
 
Ps 33:10-11 describes the extent of his reign: The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he 
frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all 
generations. 
 
Read Isaiah 10:5-19- this demonstrates God’s sovereignty even over wicked nations which bring destruction 
on his people. He empowers them, and uses them as mere tools to accomplish his purpose and then judges them 
for their arrogance.  
 
Jer. 25:8-11 also teaches how God is sovereign over the Kingdom of Babylon to accomplish his purposes.  
à In fact all of Daniel is about the sovereignty of the Lord over all the nations and Kingdoms of the earth.  
 
**A step further- God ordained who and when his people would be delivered from Babylon. He prophesied 
through Jeremiah that their captivity would last exactly 70 years (Jer. 29:10) and was fulfilled exactly to the 
date (Ezra 1:1) But notice – The LORD stirred the spirit of Cyrus to decree their return to Judea. Even Cyrus 
was prophesied to fulfill God’s will (Isaiah 44:28) 
 
Jesus Birth- It was according to God’s timing and will when he sent his son into the world. Gal. 4:4-5 
 
And everything in Jesus life was divinely orchestrated even the crucifixion of Jesus (Acts 2:23-24; 4:27-28). 
Even Judas betrayal, although determined by his own free will, was part of God’s plan and under his control “as 
it had been decreed” (Luke 22:22; Matt 26:24) 
 
Ultimately it is God who has determines the last day in history when he will send back his Son and judge the 
world. That Day has been written in stone (Matt. 24:36).  
 
When one surveys the wonders of God’s sovereign power and majesty we are overwhelmed, like the apostle 
Paul who says 
 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how 
inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who has 
given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him 
be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36 ESV) 
 
Next Week: God’s control over human lives, decisions and evil.  


