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Let us pray. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, oh Lord, how good thou art, how 
great thou art, how merciful thou art.  Lord, we thank thee for the healing that thou hast 
done to bring us back here today.  We thank thee, Lord, for preserving this freedom to be 
here.  We thank you, Lord, for preserving our lives. Lord, as we began a new year, Lord, 
may you reveal to us today that it is truly thee who changes not.  Lord, as we are very 
frail and fickle, as we are tossed to and fro, Lord, may you stable us in thy Son and, Lord, 
may you show us our all in all. Father, I ask it this hour now that you would come, that 
you would enable us to sit at thy feet, that you would bring us there contrary to our wills, 
contrary to our thoughts, that, Lord, you would subdue those things that we may be 
taught at thy feet. Oh, Lord, may thy Spirit come with great power. May it lead in thy 
children’s rest this day and may you reveal to us, Lord, who we are in thee if, indeed, our 
election has been shown and known unto us in this hour.  Oh, Lord, may you glorify your 
name at this time and fill our hearts and souls with thyself for the glory of thy name. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  
 
This week I was thinking about a couple of times from this pulpit we have asked you the 
question: What is it that you think of Christ?  What think ye of Christ? And I saw that 
again this week and as I was looking at items, you know, whether it was on a pamphlet, 
whether it was on SermonAudio, it seems to be a popular thought for a sermon heading.  
What is it that you think of Christ? 
 
But, you know, I have thought about that a lot and I have come to the conclusion it 
doesn't really matter. It only matters what he thinks of you.  We spend a lot of time in this 
life worrying about what people think.  We worry about what our family thinks. We 
worry about those that we work with and what they think, what they think about who we 
are. We worry about how the world may look at us. We worry about sometimes how we 
look, how we are going to be presentable. And I put forth to you today and I pray the 
Holy Spirit puts forth to you today and searches our hearts to reveal to us the dire need to 
know what Christ thinks of us, the dire need to know Christ’s voice in our souls and our 
hearts and our inner man, to testify of who we are.   
 
We get caught up all the time in the things of this world. As Martha was cumbered about 
many things, we get cumbered about many things.  And God’s providence, which is holy 
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and just and good, brings a lot of different things in our life, brings a lot of different trials 
and tribulations and persecutions and afflictions. And in all of these things, in all of these 
times our minds begin to wander.  And many times they come back to ourselves. We like 
to dwell upon self. And we need to be rescued. We need to be rescued by the one who 
only can take our thoughts from ourselves and lift them upon to him.   
 
This morning, I would like you to consider with me a couple of verses in the gospel 
according to John in the first chapter. If you will turn with me own there in chapter one of 
John, our text today lies in two verses. And you may think they are a little weird at the 
beginning, but so did I. But upon further review and examination is how the Holy Spirit 
would move in these two verses, I pray that he would, indeed, reveal something to you 
and I today about what Christ thinks of us. 
 
Our verses today are found in 47 and 48.  
 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile!  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest 
thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, 
when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.1 

 
First of all, I want you to understand and I hope you can see, this is what the Lord Jesus 
Christ pronounced of Nathaniel. He told Nathaniel and he said: 
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”2 
 
What could that possibly mean? What does that mean and how is it that Nathaniel could 
be pronounced one who has no guile? And that is where our examination will be today. 
But before we get there, I want to back up a little bit, because I want to show you some 
thing about how the Lord reveals his plan of salvation in many different ways, how he 
calls his sheep, how he talks to his sheep, how he brigs his sheep to himself. And in this 
small, little account that we have here we have three or four different ways here.  
 
If you back up to verse 35 when we begin in verse 35 it says: 
 

Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking 
upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!3 

 
So as Jesus was walking in front of him, John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God.” And the two disciples heard him speak. Their ears were opened to hear the gospel. 
They heard that the Lamb of God was right before them.  God opened their ears. The 
power of the Holy Ghost had opened up to hear the gospel.  
 
“And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.”4 

                                                
1 John 1:47-48.  
2 John 1:47.  
3 John 1:35-36. 
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And there is our first account in this small little passage we have today. We have how 
Jesus used his ministry. It was the foolishness of preaching, Paul would call it. And he 
sent the Word that all the word was here is the Lord Jesus Christ. And it came so 
powerfully to their soul that they followed him. The dropped whatever they were doing. 
They were disciples of John. They would not be disciples of John anymore. As I said to 
you today, the question in our soul is: What does Jesus say of us? What does he say about 
you and I today?  I won’t be able to answer that for you. Only the Holy Ghost could 
answer that for you. But for these two—and we are not told who they are yet—but the 
two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus. That is how quickly the Lord 
opened their ears. He opened their hearts and he drew them to him.  Whatever man they 
were following at the time, howbeit a great preacher in John the Baptist, they quickly did 
not follow him anymore. And now they were disciples of Christ. 
 
“Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They 
said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 
He saith unto them, Come and see.”5 
 
Powerful words that with those words come power. With those comes enabling. With 
those come the day for these two was now. The Lord came to them with such power and 
he said, “Come and see.” They wanted to know where he dwelt. Are you the Messiah?  
And the Lord said, “Come and see.” 
 
I pray today that as the Lord unfolds his Word in front of us that the Lord says to us, 
“Come and see,” that the Lord has something for us to see.  We are told in the Word of 
God to redeem the times. But we can’t redeem those times without him.  We can’t 
redeem those times without the great redeemer.  We can’t just sit in this place today and 
conjure up some kind of hearing or some kid of duty or some kid of obedience and say,  
“Lord, I am going to hear your voice today.” There are many across this world today who 
will do such things. They are many who will meet in the name of Christ today and do 
those things.  And they will preach those things and say, “Find it within yourself to 
believe and come to him.” But unless the Lord Jesus Christ speaks these words, “Come 
and see,” the effectual power and the calling of the Lord to his children, you won’t come 
and you won’t see. 
 

They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it 
was about the tenth hour. One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  He first findeth his 
own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the Christ.6 

 
So now we see that the Lord not only did he work first in the preaching of the Word, but 
now he works in the testimony of one of his children to another one and he opens up the 

                                                
4 John 1:37.  
5 John 1:38-39. 
6 John 1:39-41.  
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thoughts and the understanding of Peter and now Peter comes once again drawn by the 
Lord, once again in the day of the Lord’s power.  But look how this is. 
 
“He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the Christ.”7 
 
Now a few weeks ago we looked at that the disciples said to Thomas, “We have seen 
him.” But Thomas couldn’t believe either. Thomas said, “No, not unless I put my hands 
in his side, not unless I see him, not unless I experience him will I ever believe.” And 
what a truthful statement that is.  Are you in touch with yourself that way today?  Or do 
you think that you can vicariously come to this place with your family and just because 
the truth is preached here that it is going to be absorbed into you and you are going to 
walk out of here and you are going to be Christ’s disciples because you walked right out 
of here and you were around the preached word? 
 
But I say to you today: What has the Lord said in your soul? Has he spoken to your soul?  
 
“And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the 
son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.”8 
 
So the Lord uses, once again, a second means. He uses the testimony of another. He 
brings his child there. There are many that still believe today and preach today that the 
only way to Christ is through the preached Word. Right here we have two different ways. 
We have the preached Word and we have the Lord using the testimony. But it is the same 
Lord.  It is the same power. It is the same irresistible grace.  
 
And now we come to the third one.  
 
“The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto 
him, Follow me.”9 
 
And it came with such power and it came with such grace and it came with irresistible 
grace and power that Philip follows Christ. 
 
“Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, 
and saith unto him, We have found him.”10 
 
Now listen. Is that really true? No.  He was found of Christ. That is what we learned up in 
43. Jesus would go forth and he found Philip. But Philip says to Nathaniel, he says, “You 
know, we have found him.” 
 
“We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write.”11 

                                                
7 John 1:41.  
8 John 1:42.  
9 John 1:43.  
10 John 1:44-45. 
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Do you hear the excitement in the voice of Philip? This is the Lord revealing himself to 
Philip. Now listen. You and I have known—at least I hope we have—this great zeal and 
desire to spread the gospel to those we love. And just like Philip, sometimes our witness 
may not be exact truth and that is what we see with Philip. He says: 
 
“We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”12 
 
Well, we know today that the Lord Jesus Christ was not the son of Joseph. He was the 
son of Mary. More importantly, he was the Son of God. But there is a defectiveness in the 
testimony of Philip. And I say that not to get on Philip and say, Oh, that it... it is to show 
you and I that it is not of us. It is not of our testimony and what we share with others. It is 
of the power of grace.  And Nathaniel is hearing the words of Philip and Philip is all 
excited because he believes he has found Christ. With Christ is definitely found him.  
And he shares this with Nathaniel.   
 
Ok.  So now we come to what is it that Nathaniel has to say of this?   
 
“And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?”13 
 
Now that doesn’t sound like somebody bubbling with great joy. That isn’t sounding like 
someone who believes that the Messiah has been found.  In fact, it sounds like somebody 
who is full of prejudice. I will never ever forget the day the Lord started opening my ears 
to hear the truth.  Many years ago when I heard the pastor preach and I tell you what. 
There were things so foreign to me you want to talk about some prejudice, I was raised in 
a Methodist Church. I was raised a staunch free willer.  I was raised to say that to know 
that Jesus loved everyone. And when I heard those things, they didn’t sit very well with 
me. I remember going home to my family and telling them the things that I heard and my 
mom and how appalled she was, but, you know, as much as I wanted to stop going, I 
couldn’t.  See, grace is greater than anything that was in me, even my prejudice, even my 
hardness against the truth.   
 
When the Lord calls his own, he breaks down that wall of partition. He breaks down that 
prejudiced heart. He replaces prejudiced heart the heart of his love.  And ever since that 
day the Lord has kept drawing me back to the truth, has weaned me from death and has 
given me life in his Son.   
 
“And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?”14 
 
Now I want to tell you something. There are some places in this city today I would say 
the same thing. If somebody came to me today and said, “Jesus is found in the middle of 

                                                
11 John 1:45.  
12 Ibid.  
13 John 1:46.  
14 Ibid.  
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10th Street over there,” I would tell him there is no way. We know there are some rough 
places in our city that we just don’t go. Every city has that, places like that.  And in this 
account when Philip tells Nathaniel that Jesus is of Nazareth, Philip’s answer is, “Are you 
kidding me? Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” There is no way possibly 
that the Messiah could come out of Nazareth. And what was Philip’s response? 
Something he had heard earlier, something Jesus had said. Come and see. 
 
What is it that we can say to others as their prejudice rises? There is no way that 
sovereign grace is the way through Christ. There is no way that Christ only died for his... 
he died for the whole world. No. Come and see. We can’t change the heart. Philip 
couldn't’ change Nathaniel’s heart, no more than we could ever change the heart of any 
one we deal with.  
 
And I mention all of these four accounts to show you how great grace is, to show you 
how wonderful, when the Lord searches his children out and, look, through the preached 
Word, through the testimony of another, through Jesus speaking directly to you. And now 
the testimony of another again. And Nathaniel is not very open to that testimony. 
 
“And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip 
saith unto him, Come and see.”15 
 
And now we come to our text in verse 47 and 48. Now with that back drawn we come 
here.  Jesus saw Nathaniel coming to him. Nathaniel must have been persuaded. As I told 
you just minutes ago, it is irresistible grace.  After Nathaniel said there is now way it 
could be healed, nothing good can come out of Nazareth, I don’t believe you, but yet 
Philip is coming. And Nathaniel is coming. 
 
“Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile!”16 
 
What could that possibly mean?  Guile means deceit. How is it that Jesus could see this 
one that was so full of doubt, so full of unbelief, so full of prejudice, so full of himself 
and pronounce this to him. 
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”17 
 
How are we to understand that? Are we to understand that that Nathaniel had no sin? Are 
we to understand that that Nathaniel was not capable of having guile and deceit in his 
self?  No.  So what could it possibly mean? What does it mean for you and I today? We 
started this message by asking you or saying to you: What does Christ think of you? Not 
what do you think of Christ, but what does he think of you? Nathaniel, as you will see 
here in a moment, has never met Christ, has never met the Lord.  And Jesus proclaims: 
 

                                                
15 Ibid.  
16 John 1:47.  
17 Ibid.  
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“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”18 
 
Well, we are going to go to two places in the holy Scriptures today. And it is going to 
define to us what this means in the terminology of the Word of God.   
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”19 
 
And the first place that we will go, turn with me over to Psalm 32.  Look at Psalm 32.   
 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  
Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whose spirit there is no guile.20 

 
So the first definition we have today of one who has no guile is one who is forgiven, one 
who has been covered by the atonement.   
 
I told my children last night as we had Bible study before today I spoke to them about the 
atonement and, you know, I hope and pray to you in this room that the atonement is not a 
doctrine.  I hope to you, you know all of the Word of God can be traced back to the 
atonement.  It can be traced back to Christ dying and coming to save his people from 
their sins. That is the gospel. What is it that your sin is covered? What does it mean?  I 
think about the Day of Atonement, back when Israel was the covenant nation. And on 
that Day of Atonement it came one time a year and there were two goats. There were two 
goats brought to them. The first goat was the goat for the sin offering and they would take 
that goat and they would take it outside the city because it was cursed. And they would 
kill it because it was the sin offering. It was to be offered up for the sins of the people. 
And this was one time a year. And the blood of that goat would be taken out and it would 
be given to the priest. And at this time it was Aaron.  And Aaron would be allowed the 
one time to go into the holy of holies and he would take this blood and he would present 
it as a sacrifice for the people’s sins one time. And both of these goats were picturesque 
and symbolic of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And that one is not hard to understand. Christ 
died one time for the sins of his people. His blood was the only thing that would be 
acceptable to the Father. It is the only thing that could cover our sins. It is the only 
powerful efficacious flowing blood that can wash away our sins.   
 
But what about that second goat that was also a picture of Christ? They would take that 
goat, a strong one. They would... and the priest would come and he would transfer and 
put his hand on his head and he would take and say a prayer and transfer all the sins. It 
was symbolic of all the sins to this scape goat. And a strong one in the city would take 
that goat and they would run out and they would take it out in the wilderness and take it 
away and get rid of that goat as far as they could.  And that, too, was symbolic of what 
Christ has done in removing our sins, in removing our sins as far as from the east is to the 
west. That is what the atonement is. That is what it was pictured of in Israel, but it is so 

                                                
18 Ibid.  
19 Ibid.  
20 Psalms 32:1-2. 
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much more powerful for you and I today. I hope it is for you today. I hope that as this 
year begins it begins in your soul with Christ speaking to you that you have taken part in 
the atonement, that your sins have been taken away, that the blood of Christ have taken 
and covered all of your sins, that your transgressions are forgiven and your sin is covered.   
 
What he said to Nathaniel: 
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”21 
 
What does it mean? It means that you are forgiven in Christ Jesus. That is the power of 
what he said to Nathaniel that day. That is the power of what he says to his children.  I 
can’t pronounce you sitting in that chair today forgiven.  I can’t tell you that the blood of 
Christ is for you.  But he can.  And he does.  And he will. Every one of his children must 
be brought to see this.  
 
Last week we talked about how the greater than Satan comes and overpowers Satan and 
all the doubts that we have and as we walk in this life and all the sin that we are revealed, 
the horror of it. I experienced it this week, the horror of seeing the wretchedness of the 
sins that is committed against this holy and just Lord who laid down his life for them, 
whose blood flowed freely for them.   
 
“Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no guile.”22 
 
There is our first look at what this no guile means. It means that we are in him. It means 
that we are forgiven in him. It means that no iniquity has been imputed to us.  And it 
means that the perfect robe of his righteousness has been put upon the child of God and it 
means that that sickness of sin and the sickness of self and the sickness of death and the 
sickness of our unbelief and our disobedience is covered and it is covered by his perfect 
obedience and it is covered by the power of his blood.  And that is what I want you to 
know about. I want you to know it so powerfully. I want the Lord to speak to you today 
this year, the beginning of this year and say to you that you have no guile.  
 
We are all capable. Our fallen natures are capable of guile and deceit.  They are capable 
of sin, but in Christ Jesus this new creature that we are in Christ Jesus, oh, do we need a 
picture of that.  Do we need that to come to our souls in the muck and the mire of this 
world.  
 
So that is our first look at what this means. It means it is the mark of forgiveness. It is the 
mark of being in Christ and forgiven. And as the Lord said to Nathaniel: 
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”23 
 

                                                
21 John 1:47.  
22 Psalm 32:2.  
23 John 1:47.  
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That is one of the things he was saying to him, preaching to his soul, “You are forgiven. 
Your sins are forgiven.” You are going to see how beautiful this flows in a few minutes. 
What was going through Nathaniel’s mind? What was in Nathaniel’s mind earlier?  Well, 
we are not done with this.  Now we go back to Revelation chapter 14.  
 
And I am just going to start reading here in verse four.   
 

These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. 
These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These 
were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the 
Lamb.  And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault 
before the throne of God.24 

 
What is he saying?  What is the Lord saying to Nathaniel? You are forgiven.  And you 
are redeemed.  You have been bought back from death, certain death. You have been 
rescued from certain death.   
 
“These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.  
And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of 
God.”25 
 
Now you and I today as we are cumbered with the sins of ourselves, as we are cumbered 
with this life, we don’t see that we are without fault before the throne of God.  But in 
him, in Christ Jesus, wrapped in the robe of his righteousness we are.  We are forgiven.  
We are redeemed and we are without fault. That is what I say. That is my question to you 
today.  What does Christ say to you?  It is not what you say about him. We get a lot that 
we can say about him.  But that... what does he say about you?  Does he say to you 
behold an Israelite?  We know that is spiritual.  We know that he means an elect child of 
God.  We know that he means one of his Church, one of his body. Behold an Israelite, 
indeed.  No man can take that away from you. No man can say contrary to you. We care 
so much about what everyone else thinks about us. But, listen. If everybody in this room 
thought something about you today, it wouldn’t matter if Christ thought opposite. What 
does he say to your soul today? What does he say to your inner man? What does he say to 
your new man?  
 
“Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”26 
 
Oh, may the Lord say that to you today.  May the Lord find many Nathaniels in this room 
today.  May he call you to him and may he speak these words that you are redeemed, that 
you are forgiven and that his blood was shed for you.   
 
Now what does Nathaniel say to this? Well, he is absolutely shocked.   
 

                                                
24 Revelation 14:4-5.  
25 Ibid.  
26 Luke 1:47.  
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“Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me?”27 
 
How do you know me? How is it you can say that about me? I have never met you before 
in my life.   
 
“Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under 
the fig tree, I saw thee.”28 
 
There is the divinity of Christ.  There is the Son of God saying, “Before the foundation of 
the world I knew you.” But even before ... and then later, Nathaniel, when you were 
under that fig tree. Do you know what that means? The fit trees had these huge leaves on 
them. And they would droop so far down that it was customary for people to crawl up 
underneath the leaves and to sit there and to meditate and to pray and to study the 
Scriptures, to study the Old Testament Scriptures. That is what they did. It was so hot. 
That is what they do. They would go under there to find comfort. And the Lord said, “I 
have seen you there. I have seen you studying the Scriptures there. I have seen you 
praying there.” 
 
And it must have struck something with Nathaniel, because when the Lord in his all 
seeing eye and he has seen his children, whatever it is that they do... Does that bother you 
today that the Lord knows everything you do and every place you go? This was a secret 
place for Nathaniel. I don’t even know if ever everybody knew that he went into this 
place, but this is where he went to be alone with his thoughts. But he wasn’t alone.  And 
that is what the Lord is speaking to him. 
 
“Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.”29 
 
The relationship with me is far greater than this human relationship where you see people 
face to face.  The Lord said, “I knew you a long time ago. I have known you in a 
covenant relationship. You are my redeemed child of God.” 
 
And what could Nathaniel say? Because, dear ones, when Christ speaks to you, when 
Christ speaks to you he humbles. When Christ speaks to your soul, there is a humility. It 
is the humility of Christ that is infused, that is imparted, that is imputed.  And Nathaniel’s 
answer in 49 is: 
 
“Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God.”30 
 
Wait a minute, Nathaniel. A few verses ago you said there is nothing good that could 
come out of Nazareth. You had prejudice. You had unbelief. But this is what grace does. 
In just a the moments of time here: 
 

                                                
27 John 1:48.  
28 Ibid.  
29 Ibid.  
30 John 1:49.  
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“Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the 
King of Israel.”31 
 
And we pray for this all the time that the Lord would make us to lie down in a green 
pasture, the pasture of rest in Christ, to see him as the King, to see him as all in all, to see 
him as my salvation. And that is where Nathaniel is brought to. He is brought to the feet 
of Christ. He is made to sit down at the feet of Christ and this man whom he had never 
seen before, he doesn't see him as a man. He sees him as the Son of God.  And you and I 
might be thinking the same thing that Jesus says in the next verse. Why? Because I said I 
knew you? Because I have said I have seen you before? But you and I both know, too, 
that is not the answer. It is not what we see with our eyes.  It is what is seen in the soul by 
faith.  And the Lord’s faith, when it is imputed to the child of God it is a vision he has 
never had before. It is a vision to see into heaven. It is a vision to see the mind of Christ.   
 
“Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the 
King of Israel.  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee 
under the fig tree, believest thou?”32 
 
Is that all it took? No. It is not. And the Lord knew that and he said: 
 
“...thou shalt see greater things than these.”33 
 
And Nathaniel would, because Nathaniel was a disciple and you might know him as 
Bartholomew. Nathaniel and Bartholomew are the same person. But he would be one of 
the 12.  And he would go with Christ and he would see the miracles that Christ would 
perform. He would see him raise Lazarus from the dead. He would see him heal the sick, 
the withered hands. He would see him die.  And he would be one that would scatter.  And 
he would also be one that the Lord would reveal himself to in his resurrection. And he 
would be one who saw the Lord ascend up into heaven.  And you and I today if we be the 
Lord’s children and if the Lord speaks to you that you are redeemed and if the Lord Jesus 
Christ speaks to you that his blood has covered, you are going to continue to see far 
greater things. That is what faith does.  That is what the Lord does. That is the growth in 
the grace of God, the grace and knowledge of him. We are not stagnant. We grow.   
 
“....thou shalt see greater things than these.”34 
 
And then in verse 51: 
 
“And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”35 

                                                
31 Ibid.  
32 John 1:49-50.  
33 John 1:50.  
34 Ibid.  
35 John 1:51.  
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He gives him a reference of Jacob’s ladder. And people look at that and they say, “Well, 
why? Why would he pull that out?  It seems like it is odd.” 
 
But you and I don’t know what he was reading under that fig tree, do we? We don’t know 
what part of the Scriptures he was looking at, but we know that the Lord said to him, 
revealed to himself as that ladder, the great mediator how he has one foot in heaven and 
one foot here on earth, how he is the only bridge from man to the Father. And he tells 
him that in the two greatest things to reveal to Nathaniel here at the end. One, you will 
see heaven opened. You will see me as the great mediator. You will see me more than a 
teacher. You will see me as the Son of God. You will see me as the one who will join you 
to the Father.  And you shall see the angels of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man. You will see me as the great high priest.  You will consider Christ the great 
apostle and the great high priest.   
 
For you and I today for this year that is my prayer.  My prayer for you is that you see 
Christ this way.  And not that the worry so much about what you think of Christ, but that 
he impresses upon your soul this hour and the days to come what he thinks of you.   And 
may he preach this to your soul that you are an Israelite, indeed, who has no guile.  And 
the only way to be that is to be pronounced in this union and this communion with the 
Lord Jesus Christ and being in him. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, may you come with thy power. May 
you subdue us the way you did Nathaniel and may you speak to our souls this hour, Lord. 
And may we hear your voice to the praise and glory of thy name. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
Amen.  
 
 
 


