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Introduction 

1. The text before us describes the end of the age and the final judgment.  

2. In verse 8 an angel announced the fall of Babylon, Satan’s beast system that has dominated 

the kingdoms of this world since the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1–11). The ancient Babylon 

of Nebuchadnezzar was the first such empire and became the symbol of all succeeding 

repressive systems that oppose God and His kingdom (Dan. 2:31–45). John’s introduction of 

Babylon at this point in the book stresses that God is about to destroy the beast systems by 

subduing all His enemies (Dan. 2:45). At the final judgment, all who gave their allegiance to 

the Babylon beast system will “drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the 

cup of his anger” (Rev. 14:10). 

3. John’s description of the final judgment and the harvest of the earth is based on the parable 

of the tares (Matt. 13:24–30, 36–43). Before we consider the final harvest, we must under-

stand that in this age, wheat (believers) and tares or darnel (unbelievers) are growing 

together until the harvest at the end of the age, at which time they are separated—and not 

until then (Matt. 13:38–42). 

I. The Present Age 

1. It is very important for God’s people to understand the events that play out in the Revelation.  

a. There is much confusion today in the study of eschatology (last things), especially 

regarding the expectation of escaping tribulation via a secret rapture—the removal of the 

church to heaven. 

b. However, Titus 2:11–14 succinctly describes this present age without even a hint of such a 

rapture. (1) “The grace of God appeared” with the first coming of Jesus Christ, “bringing 

salvation” (v. 11). (2) During this “present age,” salvation trains us (a) To renounce the 

Babylon system (ungodliness and worldly passions) (b) While living disciplined, upright, 

and godly (Christ-honoring) lives (c) Waiting for Christ’s second coming. (3) Note that 

“the blessed hope” is not the rapture of the church but the “glorious appearing 

(epiphaneia) of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  There are two appearings in this 

text: (1) when Jesus first came bringing salvation (v. 11) and (2) when He returns at the 

end to finish salvation (v. 13). Epiphany (appearing) is an in-person visible and tangible 

presence. 

2. There is nothing said about a secret rapture either before, during, or after tribulation. In fact, 

Scripture clearly and consistently teaches the same order of events surrounding the last 

judgment. The rapture issue developed over the belief that ethnic Israel, not the church, is 

the end-time-kingdom-of-God people. The rapture was invented to remove the church, 

allowing God to focus on an Israelite kingdom of God.  

II. God’s Plan 

1. When Jesus ascended into heaven, angels appeared with this message: “This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” 



(Acts 1:11). The disciples were not told that someday they would be suddenly snatched 

away, but that, as Jesus went away, so He would come again to them. 

2. In his message on Pentecost, Peter announced that after the “times of refreshing” from the 

presence of the Lord, He would “send” Christ Jesus to them, “whom heaven must receive 

until the time for restoring all the things” (Acts 3:21). In other words, Jesus is now in 

heaven during these gospel “times of refreshing,” after which He will return to earth to 

restore all things in the final judgment. 

3. In the meantime, Jesus is seated at God’s right hand, reigning and subduing all things to 

Himself (Luke 20:42, 43). Paul affirms this in 1 Corinthians 15:24–26. What Jesus is doing 

now is saving His people and subduing His enemies; for God’s plan is to restore the creation 

to its Edenic condition as before the fall—the kingdom of God on earth. 

4. God will remove all evil, cleansing the world of the pollution of sin and wickedness, as Paul 

describes in Romans 8:19–24. This is what we should be looking for. 

5. Why would the church get raptured when the purpose of God is cleansing the earth and 

renewing it for the New Jerusalem, His bride’s new home? The church, not ethic Israel, is 

His bride (Rev. 19:7; 21:9). 

III. Rooting Out Evil 

1. Upon His leaving, Jesus promised to return and to receive His own again (John 14:3). He 

also told the disciples that He was leaving in order to prepare a place for them (v. 2). We 

assume that that place is heaven, but Scripture describes the place being prepared as the 

New Jerusalem, which is to come down to us from heaven (Rev. 21:9, 10). 

2. Jesus prayed just before the cross that God would not “take His own out of the world, but 

that you would keep them from the evil one” (John 17:14, 15). Why did Jesus not want His 

people removed from the world that hates them (v. 14)? Would He not want them to escape 

these trials?  

3. Observe the following details of a plan revealed in Scripture about how God intends to 

restore His kingdom in Scripture (Matt. 5:5; Proverbs 2:21, 22). Observe the pattern: the 

righteous inherit the earth; the evil are rooted out of it (Prov. 10:28–30; Isa. 57:13; Psalm 

37:1–3, 9–11, 29, 34.).  

Application 

1. Our experience as believers will not be easy in this present evil world (Acts 14:22; John 

16:33; Matt. 24:13). 

2. Note how Jesus concluded the parable of the wheat and the tares: “Let both [wicked (weeds) 

and righteous (wheat)] grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 

reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 

wheat into my barn” (Matt. 13:30; note vv. 41–43). (Note also Matthew 24:36–42—one is 

taken, the other left; not taken in a “rapture” but in judgment.) Not less than 5 times Jesus 

declared that He would raise His own from the dead “on the last day” (John 6:39, 40, 44, 

54; 11:24). On the day He returns, He will raise the dead and gather the elect from the four 

corners of the earth and rain vengeance on the Christ-rejecters (2 Thess. 1:7–10). 


