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Introduction.   How do you respond when people think that you are not really up to standard, that 

you are not really good enough to do this particular thing or that particular thing.,  That you 

are really not up to snuff.  That’s a Dutch phrase and refers to snuffing tobacco, something 

not good enough to be snuff, whatever that means.  But when I have been  told that some-

thing I did was not up to snuff, I knew exactly what they meant and tried to do better. 

 

 The people of Corinth, did not think that Paul was really up to snuff.  He was ok as a second 

string apostle, but they didn’t think he measured up to the real ones like Peter and John.  One 

thing they accused him of was pretending to be strong and firm in his letters, but weak and 

accommodating in his personal appearances.     

 

 Paul, in order that his mission to the Gentiles might not be sidetracked, is forced to defend 

himself and his mission.  By the way, that slander of Paul is still around today.  Slander has a 

life of its own and may live for centuries    Of course Corinth thought they were telling truth 

and could defend it, but their sin is recorded by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Before we look at the topics in the bulletin, I would say that Paul gives the nature of true 

measurement in verses 3-6, as it regards his work as an apostle.   Ministers of the Word must 

meet these same standards, and the church must hold them to this standard.  What are these 

things. 

  

 A true minister possesses spiritual weapons.  It is not enough to say you have spiritual weap-

ons, for ministers lie, use carnal weapons, and profess them to be spiritual.  But you cannot 

deceive the people of God, nor the Spirit of God.  Paul had confidence that he was so 

equipped for the work of the ministry.  By way of introduction, Paul mentions six things that 

equip a man for the ministry and, though he may not have them in the same measure that the 

apostles had them, yet he will have them in some measure.  This is the reason we examine 

men, and lay hands upon them, to set them apart to the ministry of the God.  We are affirm-

ing that they are equipped by God for the work.  We are not always right, but this we are 

commanded to do, and if we make a mistake, we must learn from the mistake and do better 

next time. 

 

 This sermon changed in the final preparation, and about half of  it fell to the cutting floor, 

maybe to be revived in the future, maybe not.  I decided to make two good points, derived 

and condensed from what I intended to preach.  I meditated on these things for several week, 

and this is what finally emerged in the last hours.   I.  How Corinth should measure;  II.  

How they did measure. 

 

 Then I can make some application. 

 

I. How Corinth , and we, should and must measure. 

A.   His work is of the Spirit, not of the flesh.   Vs. 3.  It is a spiritual warfare and his confi-

dence is in Christ, not his own work.  It is only by the Spirit that the work of the devil 
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can be overcome.  Prisoners must be loosed, and only Christ can do this.  The goal: obe-

dience to Christ. Vs. 5 

B.   His work, therefore, depends up God whose strength alone can overthrow the kingdom 

of the devil and set the prisoners of sin free.  Beware:  You can expect too little of the 

ministry, and you can expect too much.   

1. Too little; as if you didn’t need the minister.  Example:  Jesus not doing mighty 

works; Paul, not being stretched to Corinth.  

2. Too much, as if your faith and obedience didn’t matter;  Followers of men.   

C.   His work must be according to sound doctrine:   vs. 5.  Knowledge of Christ. 

D.   His work must be zealous.  Vs. 6.  He will not let disobedience slide.   “high thing” not 

gnats.  You can wait a while on the gnats.   “High thing” is that which exalts man’s glo-

ry. 

1.  The meekness and humility of Christ is opposed to the pride and self-exaltation of 

men.  Be content with a lowly place. 

2.  The obedience of Christ is opposed to the disobedience of men, which is always 

rooted in pride. 

3.  The kind invitation of Christ is opposed to the coercion of men;  human devices.  

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 

4.  The blessings and goodness of Christ is opposed to the threatenings of men. 

5.  Wickedness will be avenged when the church’s obedience is fulfilled.     

a. See 2Peter 3:9  Although God holds out his hand to all,  [to usward or to youward 

makes no difference systematically, because of verse 10, which limits the salva-

tion to the called.    

b. The Lord knows those who are his:  “Nevertheless the foundation of God 

standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let 

everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” (2Ti 2:19 AV) 

c. Two things must be done before the revenge of God descends upon the world 

(1).   The obedience of the church must be fulfilled; every last martyr suffer and 

every last witness given, and every elect saved. 

(2).   The wickedness of the world must come to ripeness and fullness.  The 

wheat ripens to the harvest; the tares ripen to the fires of wrath.   

E.   His work must be with a clear conscience.  Not double minded.  Vs. 7.  Not just ceremo-

nies where the heart is far from Christ.  Even good ceremonies.  He must not just go 

through the motions. 

 

II. How did Corinth Measure.   As you come into the New Year, it will be good to take the 

measure of yourself, to see if you measure up; do you come up to snuff. 

A.   Absolute sense:  No, of course not, for you do not measure up to the standard of Christ, 

and Paul admitted that of himself in Philippians  3.  But do you measure according to the 

measure that Christ has for you, in your time and place and circumstances. 

B.   God loves sound measures. 

1. Sun moon stars 
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2. Fair balance was required under the law.  To err on the side of fullness:   filled, over-

flowing, packed down.  As God is not slack in His blessing. 

A.    It is right that you measure:  The Lord’s Supper:   1Cor. 11:28-32  

B.  Measured  by themselves.   Disciples, “They follow not with us….”  You are not the 

measure.  Vs. 12  You have to follow Christ; but not necessarily this or that disciple. 

C.   They measured beyond themselves.  Not according to their gifts and calling.  Self 

knowledge is necessary.  Vs. 13.  What has God called you to do? That is your measure.  

Pr 17:24 Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the 

ends of the earth. 

 

2Kings 5.13.  The Lord will humble you.  You don’t get to choose the river to bathe 

in.  It is the Lord that cleanses you, Naaman, not the water of the river.  It is only in 

the river of His blood that you will be made clean. 

 

Jesus warned about seeking the chief seats, of evaluating yourself beyond your measure.  

“Let another man praise you…” 

D.   They measured below themselves.   Paul uses himself as an example here.  Verse. 14.  

We did not overreach in bringing the gospel to you.  You falsely judge us by a false hu-

mility.  See:  Example:  II Kings 13:13ff.   Who am I to smite the Syrians.  This is silly, 

old man. 

1. By not engaging with zeal. 

2. By procrastination 

3. By quitting too soon 

4. I cannot do this, I cannot do that, I cannot be holy; I cannot be obedient, etc., etc.,  

This is not only to measure below yourself; but also to measure below Christ who is 

given to you and below the Holy Spirit who is also the gift of Christ to you. 

5. Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. 

 

E.   Paul measured in part by hope:  that the future would be better than today.  Paul knew 

that his work depended in part upon their labor, but he never lost hope. vs. 15  He would 

reap his own fruit, but knew that their obedience would be necessary.   Some would bask 

in the glow of others, but the biblical idea is to do your own work which will enable oth-

ers.  One has plowed; etc.  He did plow however. 

 

Application. 

1.  Seek to know the Lord, so that you will know who your are at this time and place.  Do not 

dream vain dreams of what might have been; but neither indulge unrealistic hopes.  The 

more you know Christ, the more you will understand yourself. 

2.  Take opportunities to evaluate yourself.  God’s mercies are new every day.  He gives us new 

days and new years.   We have many starting places in our lives and this is of His mercy, for 

they can also be starting over places. 

3.  Remember that Christ is our One Master, and we are accountable to Him for the measure of 

our days and the work thereof.  He is the Lord of Time as well as the Vineyard.  He not only 
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decides who shall work there, and where they shall work, but when they begin to work.  

Never forget this. 

 

God bless you. 


