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Our text this morning is going to come from the Psalms and I would invite you to turn to 
Psalm 15 for our text this morning. We're kind of in between series. We just finished the 
study of the book of Titus and we're going to transition in a while to a study on what we 
teach as a church. But I like to in between series to take a message or two to be able to 
focus on something in particular, a standalone message or two that lets us focus on an 
aspect of spiritual life and that's what we're going to do this morning. 

In our study of Titus, we said that Scripture teaches very plainly that we cannot merit 
salvation with our own good works. Scripture makes that clear in many places, that it is 
not by works that we have done in righteousness that we enter into the kingdom of 
heaven but it is an act of God; it is an act of God's mercy. He has purchased us through 
the blood of Christ. He has purchased us through the blood of Christ as we consider 
Psalm 15 and we realize that we can't do anything to earn our salvation. However, what 
we see as we continue to study Scripture, is that the true people of God are marked by a 
distinct lifestyle that is a reflection of the life that God has given them. It is one of the 
great tragedies of modern theology that has separated the idea of the holiness of God 
from the holiness of the believer. The idea that you can live any way that you want and 
still claim to be a Christian, is one of the great falsehoods that Satan has perpetrated upon 
the church over the course of time and certainly over the past century or so with the rise 
of certain brands of theology that really never should have seen the light of day. Scripture 
teaches that the true believer is marked by a particular kind of lifestyle, that there is a 
holiness without which we shall not see the Lord. That those that do not somehow have a 
life orientation toward keeping the commandments of God, are those who do not know 
him to begin with. We saw that extensively when we studied 1 John a year or so ago.

Well, today we're going to look at a text that gives us a very practical way to think about 
these things as we turn to Psalm 15. If you're not a Christian here this morning, you must 
be born again. The Lord Jesus Christ says that a man cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven unless he is first born again. You are in a desperate situation as a non-Christian. 
You are not able to save yourself with anything that you do. You can only cry out to God 
to save you from your sins. You must be born again and God calls you and commands 
you to repent and embrace Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. For those of us who 
know Christ, Scripture teaches us that biblical salvation transforms the entire paradigm of 
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life. It changes everything. There is a sweeping call of God on the soul of one who truly 
believes that changes the entire way that we live. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that, "If any 
man is in Christ, he is a new creature; behold the old things have passed away." The old 
manner of life has been crucified, buried and put away. "Behold, new things have come."

What are those new things of which Scripture teaches? Psalm 15 gives us a picture of 
what that new life looks like. Look at Psalm 15:1 with me.

1 O LORD, who may abide in Your tent? Who may dwell on Your holy 
hill? 

David is asking: who is a true worshiper of Yahweh? Who is a true worshiper of the God 
of the Bible? Those who claim to be true worshipers of God, is a much bigger set than the 
subset of those who truly are. David is asking a fundamental question: what marks the 
life of a true worshiper of the God of the Bible? Who is it that abides with him? Who is it 
that has fellowship with him? The rest of Psalm 15 answers the question.

Look at verses 2 through 5 with me. David raises the question and then answers it on his 
own under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He says, "Let me answer the question for 
you. I'll tell you who is a true worshiper of God. I'll tell you who has true fellowship with 
him. It's not verbal affirmation alone that is the mark of it. It's a verbal affirmation of 
truth that is accompanied by a lifestyle of character." He says in verse 2,

2 He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks truth 
in his heart. 3 He does not slander with his tongue, Nor does evil to his 
neighbor, Nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4 In whose eyes a 
reprobate is despised, But who honors those who fear the LORD; He 
swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 He does not put out his 
money at interest, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who 
does these things will never be shaken. 

Psalm 15 is not a comprehensive answer to the question: what does God require from my 
life? It's not meant to address every aspect that could possibly be raised in terms of what 
holiness looks like in the life of a believer. Just a moment's reflection would tell you that 
even within the context of the Old Testament and the Ten Commandments. Psalm 15 
does not speak against the physical acts of murder or adultery or theft. It doesn't really 
address the internal sins of coveting and lusting. Psalm 15 does not address in the Old 
Testament context, the sacrifices. It doesn't address prayer. It doesn't address reading 
God's word and having God's word be a central part of your life. It assumes those things 
and gives signposts of what the reality of the internal life of God in the soul, what the life 
of that starts to look like and how it plays out.

So as we approach Psalm 15 this morning, here's what I want you to have in mind and to 
understand: Psalm 15 is giving us representative statements about what God requires in 
life righteousness from those who want to fellowship with him. These are representative 
statements and they are surprisingly broad and searching to us and they teach us this: 
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Psalm 15 gives us these representative statements and what we see as we consider this, is 
that true Christianity, a true spiritual life, is one that involves self-reflection. It's one that 
looks at our lives and evaluates it. We reflect on what our life is like and we think about it 
in comparison to the standards of God, the law of God, of what Scripture requires and we 
think, we contemplate, we examine ourselves and say, "There are these areas of life that 
God requires and I need to think through how my life approximates those things and 
where it falls short." There is a humility that is embedded in Psalm 15 that understands 
that I don't just automatically assume that however I choose to live is somehow 
acceptable to God. It recognizes that God has his own standards. I need to think and 
contemplate and reflect on those standards and examine my life and confess my sin and 
repent where I am found wanting. All of that is embedded in Psalm 15.

So as we consider the question: who can worship God? Who is walking in fellowship 
with him? We find that Psalm 15 gives us five areas for self-examination and that's what 
we're going to look at. We're going to look at these five areas of self-examination to kind 
of help us set the tone for a new year. What I would want for Truth Community 
Fellowship, what I would want for you individually and what must be true of my own 
individual life because even as I stand in the pulpit, I am a man under the authority of 
God's word. We are all under the authority of Scripture and the preacher is included in 
being in submission to that, being under the authority of Scripture. Dan Jackson and I 
were talking beforehand. The elders, everyone is under the authority of Scripture and so 
we need to all come under the weight of God's word here and set a tone for the coming 
year that says that we want to be serious about personal holiness. We're not content at 
Truth Community merely to proclaim academic, intellectual, theological truth. We love 
the truth. We love doctrine. We're going to teach it. We would shed our blood for the 
truth of Scripture but we don't isolate the truth of Scripture from holiness of life and 
Psalm 15 reinforces that to us.

Where do we start evaluating ourselves? Where is it that we find those who are true 
worshipers of God? David starts with the broadest possible statement. He says, first of 
all, the true worshiper of God, where do you examine? You look first of all, point 1: at 
your character. You look at your character. This is the broadest possible statement that he 
could make right from the very beginning. Understand that when we talk about personal 
holiness, we're not talking about trivial external standards about life, about clothing, 
about conduct and the little things like that. It's not the trivial things that it sometimes 
gets reduced to. When we come to Scripture, we realize that God, as it were, is picking us 
by the chin and causing us to look up and at that same time to also look in, to realize that 
holiness is comprehensive, that true spiritual life is comprehensive in its claim on the way 
that we live.

Look at verse 2 here. David is asked the question and he begins to answer it in verse 2 
and he goes straight to the heart of your character. He says, "Who may dwell on the holy 
hill? It's he who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks truth in his 
heart." Don't let anyone ever tell you that Old Testament believers were held to a 
standard of simply external compliance with the sacrifices found in Leviticus, for 
example. We see here in the words of the Old Testament writer, David, that Old 
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Testament character, Old Testament sanctification, as it were, it was always about the 
heart from the very beginning, that it was never enough to go through external motions 
without an inner reality and that's what David is speaking about here in verse 2. This 
summary statement introduces everything that follows about what God requires of those 
who would worship him. David is speaking about one whose life has integrity. His 
Christian life is consistent. He strives to apply the entire word of God to his entire life. 
He's the same on Tuesday morning that he is on Sunday in the worship service.

Look at verse 2 with me again and notice the internal aspect of this. It says, "he who 
walks," that idea of the general conduct of life, that pattern of living that is expressed. His 
life walk is marked by integrity, marked by consistency. He's a man who is mindful of 
the claim of righteousness on his life and in his heart, inside in the inner man, he's 
animated by truth. So what he speaks comes from a heart that has already embraced truth. 
And so he gives this comprehensive, broad statement that says, "There is integrity that 
marks the entirety of his life." What David is doing here is that he's emphasizing the 
internal dynamic of the righteous heart and when we say that Christian living is marked 
by the discipline, the commitment to a reflection, a self-examination in life, we start to 
get a picture of it here. You can't begin to answer the question, "Am I a true worshiper of 
Yahweh? Do I truly belong to the Lord Jesus Christ?" unless in some way you're 
interacting with these kinds of questions. What is going on in your heart? What do you 
love? What are your affections? What do you seek after? What animates you? Is it the 
things of holiness and the things of the Scripture? Is it the things of the truth? Is that 
what's going on? Is that what's going on in your heart?

When we think about it in terms of what's going on in your heart and what is your heart 
walk like through the course of life, you realize that David is addressing the totality of 
character, that there is a surpassing claim of righteousness that God places upon those 
who would seek to follow him, that the totality of our life is under the authority of 
Scripture, the authority of God and that we understand – here it is, this is so very 
important – the true Christian does not tolerate that incessant temptation that rises up 
from his own flesh to carve out areas of exception in his life and say, "This little realm of 
sin will be okay. I will allow, I will tolerate this area of sin in my life while I'm pursuing 
righteousness everyplace else." That is a total lack of integrity. The true worshiper 
realizes that all of his life is brought under the authority of God's word. That doesn't make 
us sinless as we walk now but it means that we have declared all out war for the entirety 
of our earthly life. We have declared war against the sin that is in our lives and in our 
hearts. We don't tolerate realms of thinking that are sinful and disobedient. We don't 
cultivate, we don't allow realms in our private life that we think no one else knows about 
and say that sin is okay there. The true worshiper, the true Christian is the one who 
realizes that his entire character is committed to righteousness and when sin crops up, it is 
a foe to be defeated and killed, not a friend to be coddled and accepted.

So, in this opening salvo that David brings to our mind here in verse 2, look at it again 
with me. Look at the text with me again. "Lord, who is it that can abide in your tent? 
Who can dwell on your holy hill?" Under the inspiration of the Spirit of God, David 
answers and he says, "He who walks with integrity, and works righteousness, And speaks 
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truth in his heart." There is a totality of character that says, "The defining principle of my 
life is not the pursuit of anything that this world has to offer. The defining principle of my 
life is that I will be committed to the pursuit of righteousness with every ounce of life and 
energy that I have." That's the mark of a true Christian. Someone who says, "I'm not 
going there," has serious reason to question the reality of their salvation. Someone who 
withholds areas of life from the claims of righteousness, is someone who has reasons to 
believe that perhaps, "I'm not the Christian that I claim to be. Perhaps I'm not the 
Christian that I have always thought that I've been." If you find yourself in that 
uncomfortable position, don't resist that element of conviction on your heart. Rather, step 
back and ask yourself some really fundamental questions. What was it in my early life, in 
my earlier life, what kind of teaching was it that I received of what it meant to be born 
again? Ask yourself: what was the teaching that I once received that told me what it 
meant to be a Christian? You ask yourself and for a lot of us we look back and we say, 
"Do you know what? They just said it was just a really simple prayer that you had to pray 
and don't worry about what happens afterward. They set the stage for me to live in self-
deception. They made it possible for me to think that a one time act that had no impact on 
my life would be enough to secure the holiness that God requires of those who would be 
his true worshipers." Well, when we look at Scripture, we see that's not the case. We see 
that that's not the case and you and I all know multiple, multiple examples of people who 
did a particular one time act, went on, life never changed, they went deeper and deeper 
into sin and yet claimed to be Christians. We have to realize that that is nothing more 
than self-deception and a lie and that is not a representative of true Christianity at all. We 
take the word of God seriously.

Beloved, let me say this, let me say this to you in a pastoral way, those of you that wrestle 
with thoughts of where you're at with the Lord: understand that the word of God 
addresses us at a deep and a profound level. It is not a superficial word. You would 
expect that from the God who rules over all creation by his own mighty powerful 
providence, of a God whose thoughts are too deep for man to understand, of a God who 
has orchestrated the end from the beginning. We should expect that if that God is going 
to address our souls, that he's going to address us in a profound way, not in a superficial 
one and that's what we find when we truly look at Scripture and not simply take a half-
hearted superficial approach that makes it as easy as possible. You know, I realize that 
when we talk this way and we talk about character and the depth and the breadth of what 
God requires, there is a certain element of breadth and depth to that that is challenging. 
But Jesus said, "Strive to enter through the narrow gate. The way is a broad that leads to 
destruction and many are those who walk through it." He said that the way that leads to 
life is narrow and there are few who find it. Well, if we're coming out of traditions that 
have taught us a superficial, easy approach to entering into the life of God through faith 
in Christ, then we've got reason to step back and say "Maybe I need to rethink 
everything." It's hard to do. But the glory of God is worthy of that. The eternal value of 
your soul is worthy of searching yourself like that. The fact that Christ lay down his life 
on the cross to redeem us out of our sin is worthy of that. The whole claim of the Gospel 
is worthy of the whole claim of man. It has a comprehensive claim on our life, a 
comprehensive claim on our thinking and on our effort to see and to think and to 
comprehend these things and not to treat them lightly. Beloved, let me say this: for those 
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that have been in and around the Bible, I'm speaking generally here. Those that have been 
in and around the Bible and never really get serious about it: when they show up on 
Judgment Day before Christ and find that they are not truly believers, that he's sending 
them away, they're not going to have any excuse. We need to take the Scriptures 
seriously and realize that it makes a serious claim on our character. The true worshiper is 
one who walks with integrity and speaks truth in his heart.

Now, after David makes that general statement in verse 2 about what a true worshiper 
looks like, he launches from there and he applies that comprehensive, broad, general 
statement to specific areas of life and that's what we're going to look at now as we 
continue on in the text. The following points that we're going to see, there are four more 
to go here, the following points illustrate, they are illustrations that show the overall 
quality of the life of a righteous man. He is illustrating it. He is giving a signpost. He's 
not giving us a comprehensive manual for spiritual life. He couldn't do that in five verses. 
These are five verses out of a 66 book Bible. Rather, he's just giving us things that help 
us to think and examine ourselves. As he goes on, we come to a second point here. What 
do you examine? You examine your overall character. You ask yourself: is this holiness 
of which Scripture describes, is that the predominant motivating factor in my life? You 
ask that question and then you start to apply it. Point number 2 when you look at your 
conversations. You look at your conversations. You look at the way you use your mouth. 
What is it that comes out of your tongue? Because the tongue is expressing what's going 
on in your heart and David speaks to that here in verse 3 and he states it with three 
negatives altogether. We're going to start with two of them here. He says, "This man who 
is in fellowship with God, this one who wants to worship Yahweh, the true God of the 
Bible, carrying it into the New Testament, what does a New Testament Christian look 
like?" He says in verse 3, "He does not slander with his tongue. He does not do evil to his 
neighbor."

As we talk about this self reflection that comes into the life of a true believer, a true 
believer steps back and he examines himself and he says, "How do I speak? What comes 
out of my mouth? Is my mouth marked by profanity and profane, sensual thinking? Is it 
marked by biting sarcasm? Or what comes out of my mouth is it marked by earnestness 
and sincerity? Do you find me speaking about the things of the Lord with reverence? Am 
I speaking to edify those that are around me or no?" You see, the man whom God 
approves, the man whom God welcomes into his fellowship, whom he welcomes, the 
worship that comes out of a heart of such a one, the man that is like that not only refuses 
to speak the evil, he does not slander, he does not do evil to his neighbor, he also, it goes 
even further as we talk about the conversations, he refuses to listen to it. He refuses to 
listen to it. Look at the end of verse 3 there. It says, "Nor does he take up a reproach 
against his friend." You see, it's what we say and what we're willing to listen to. Do you 
realize that this would go right into the kind of entertainment that you are willing to 
receive? Maybe you separate yourself out but if you're willing to be entertained by that 
which is unholy and unrighteous, you need to re-examine life. You need to reconsider 
because there is a character, there is an integrity that marks the true worshiper of God. 
Not only does he not want to participate in sin, he doesn't want to be entertained by it 
either. It goes to the totality of his character and what he speaks becomes an evidence of 
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what it is that he enjoys, what it is that he marks, what he speaks and what he's willing to 
receive.

David says there, look at it with me again at the end of verse 3 with me. "He doesn't 
slander with his tongue. He doesn't do evil to his neighbor. He doesn't take up a reproach 
against his friend." Somebody comes with a bad story, telling tales about another, David 
says, "The one who worships God says, No, I'm not going to listen to that." Charles 
Spurgeon put it this way and I quote, he said, "He is a fool who receive stolen goods and 
keeps them. In slander as well as in robbery, the receiver is as bad as the thief. If there 
were no gratified hearers of ill reports, there would be an end of the trade of spreading 
them. Call for a policeman, we say if we see a thief at his business. Should we feel no 
indignation when we hear a gossip at her work?" You see, it's the idea, it's not just what 
you speak but what you're willing to receive that is the mark of conversations that are 
acceptable to the Lord. Jesus said, "We speak from that which fills our heart." What we 
want to hear, what we gravitate toward in listening to, it's an illustration, it's a signpost of 
where that character is at and the love for gossip TV and gossip magazines is something 
that the Christian should condemn as being totally unwelcome in the heart of his own life.

It's not just that we speak what is right, we condition ourselves, we train ourselves so that 
we hear and receive what is right as well. What goes in and what comes out we're 
guarding like sentinels. Righteousness in what we speak and in what we hear. This is so 
comprehensive. Do you see it? Do you see how comprehensive this is? That when you 
realize that the claim of righteousness is attached to every motion of your tongue and 
every vibration of the membrane of your ears, you start to realize, "Woe, who is adequate 
for these things?" You start to realize how deep and broad the claim of righteousness is 
on your life and you feel a weight of conviction about that, to be sure. Yet at the same 
time, you see what the aspiration and the goal and the call of God is on his people. The 
true believer says, "That's what I want. I hate the fact that I'm not all there yet. I hate the 
fact that I fall short but in terms of if I could just be like that, life would be great because 
that's what's the aspiration of my heart. That's what I want."

So Psalm 15 tells us to examine our conversations. Thirdly, it calls us to examine your 
companions. Examine your companions. This is very likewise probing. Look at verse 4 
with me. It says, "In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But who honors those who fear 
the LORD." Especially for you young people, you should look around and ask yourself 
who it is that you're attracted to be with. Who is it that you seem to fit in with because 
birds of a feather flock together. Those who love sin, seek out those who likewise sin. 
Those who are righteous want to be in the company of the righteous. What David is 
saying here when he says, "In whose eyes a reprobate is despised," he kind of gives both 
sides of the coin. There is a rejection of the lifestyle patterns of sinful people that says, "I 
want no part of that." On the other side, there is this positive dimension he says there in 
verse 4, "Who honors those who fear the LORD." There is a is a respect and an attraction 
to those who honor God with their lives, who love Christ. There's an attraction to them 
and being repelled away from those who don't. The very people, the very nature of the 
relationships that attract you are defining or telling you what kind of thing you really are 
inside. They're telling whether you're a true Christian or not and I say that especially to 
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you young people as you are trying to sort out life and figure it out. The righteous heart is 
not attracted to ungodly men. The righteous heart is uncomfortable in the presence of 
open sin and finds that something that he just can't live with. Stated differently: a 
righteous man, a mark of a truly regenerate heart is someone who's not attractive to the 
fame and fortune of those who reject Christ. They are not interested in the earthly fruit of 
ungodliness because they love righteousness more. "You can have the earthly wealth that 
comes with prostituting your character in public because I don't want it. I'd rather live on 
vegetables in the house of God than to feast at the mansions of sinners," is the attitude of 
the true redeemed heart. He utterly rejects that which the reprobates love and that ends up 
affecting the kinds of friendships that you attract. One of the marks of true conversion 
and one of the difficult aspects of it that, you know, we've seen unfold in the lives of 
some of our people here in the past year or two is that there just becomes a separation of 
those that you shared sin with. There becomes a separation of those that you shared false 
religion with. That is a mark of true conversion. You say, "I don't fit here anymore. I 
don't belong here anymore," and friendships that once were important simply you find 
yourself pulling away from. Why? It's because your heart has changed. It's because the 
things of sin and sinners are simply something that you no longer have common ground 
with and your companions become a measure of the reality of your conversion.

Now let me show you another aspect of this that goes to life in the body of Christ as well. 
In verse 4 there again, "In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, But who honors those who 
fear the LORD." The true believer sets himself about to follow godly men. A true 
believer sets before his mind positive, godly examples and seeks to follow after them. He 
pursues the teachers who bring the word of God to him. He pursues the lives of older 
people who have an established track record of godliness and says, "I want to emulate 
that. I want to be like that. I respect that." He honors those who fear the Lord. And let me 
give you a real practical application for this. Thinking back beyond your experience with 
Truth Community and going back into days gone by and also setting the pattern for 
where you want the affections of your heart to go in the future, let me give you a real 
practical application here: think about how you respond to someone who criticizes a 
Christian leader who is known for his godliness and faithfulness. When people start 
taking pot-shots at those men of God who have proven themselves to be faithful men who 
are loyal to Christ and who teach his word with accuracy and you start to hear as you 
inevitably do as you interact with different brands of Christianity, so-called Christianity, 
those who start to denigrate those men, who start to pull them down, who attack them, 
who spread rumors about them, let me say this, this verse right here in Psalm 15:4 greatly 
affects the way that you receive it. 

Look at it with me again. It says, "He honors those who fear the LORD," and here's the 
question for all of us: when that starts to happen, when you start to find yourself in the 
realm of a conversation like that, we're just making a practical application of it, how do 
you respond? Do you defend those godly men or do you join in the criticism or do you 
give silent approval by not objecting to it? Here's the thing that transforms the way that 
you think about those times: your tendency and mine when we're thinking kind of 
superficially and we get that kind of criticism brought to our attention and people are 
vocalizing it, we think, our natural tendency is to think that it's the character of that leader 
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who is being tested, that is being subjected to scrutiny because we're now discussing him, 
third person, out there in our private conversations. Do you know what? That's entirely 
the wrong way to think about it. You know who's character is being tested when someone 
brings an evil report like that to your ears? It's yours. Your character is being tested at 
that time because the test that is being brought to you is are you going to honor those who 
fear the Lord or are you going to join in the slander against them? Are you going to speak 
up and say, "No, take that someplace else. I don't want to hear it. I know enough about 
the character of that man that what you're saying can't be true," and you rebuke it rather 
than receive it. This is just a practical application of it.

Look at it again in verse 4 with me. He honors those who fear the Lord. You see, as you 
and I grow in godliness, as we grow in holiness, as we walk with Christ day-by-day, 
week-by-week, year-by-year there is going to be, there should be an ever deepening sense 
of loyalty, of allegiance, to men who have led us in the truth. There's going to be an ever 
increasing sense of loyalty and desire that says, "I will defend him rather than join in the 
slander." And you rise up and you say, "No," and there's that sense of loyalty that it even 
transcends time. You know, we should look back over the course of history and have a 
sense of gratitude for men like Edwards and Martyn Lloyd Jones and Spurgeon and have 
a sense of loyalty that honors their memory because these were men of God who honored 
the word of God and on whose shoulders we stand today. We would be lesser men and 
women without them and we honor them and, you see, it's not honoring them just for 
their own human sake, it's because of what they represented. It's what they stood for. It's 
what they advanced. They honored this God of the Bible that saved us from our sins and 
therefore we have a kinship of affection for them, that we speak of them with tones of 
honor in our voice. We realize that through the ages God has given great men to the 
church. We look back in our lives and we realize that God placed godly men in our lives 
who helped us along the way and we honor them because they were men who feared the 
Lord and because of that aspect of their character, we pay our respects to them. And all of 
this goes to who it is that you find yourself associating with. Who is it that you associate 
in your affections and in your conduct? What marks your relationships? Because your 
companions and your conversations say volumes about your character. 

Now let me say this: I see in the people of Truth Community a people who are marked by 
this kind of godliness. I'm grateful for it. I'm not scolding you. I'm showing forth what 
God calls us to and says, "I see this in the life of our body. Let's grow and excel still 
more." Let's be more like this in 2014. Let's be more like this as long as the Lord gives us 
breath. Let's be more conscious of separating ourselves from the sinful people of this 
world not to withdraw from evangelism but not to join in their affections, that's the point. 
And find our spiritual aspirations in the character of a godly man like David has laid out 
for us here.

So your character, your conversation, your companions. Fourth the point this morning: 
your commitments. Your commitments. In little things, in big things, Scripture tells us to 
look at our lives and ask a basic question: can you be trusted? Can you be trusted to do 
what you say you will do? And going into the very most private realms of family life, can 
your family depend upon you or not? That where this goes. Look at the end of verse 4 
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with me for this point. David says, "He swears to his own hurt and he does not change." 
What he's saying here is that the righteous man, the godly man, the one who God 
welcomes his worship, that righteous man keeps his word even when it results in personal 
disadvantage. He not only says that he'll do something, he'll do it and not only will he do 
it, he'll do it when it is no longer advantageous to him, when the commitment has now 
become an inconvenience on his time, on his resources. Those of you that are married, 
what does God see in the way that you honor your marriage vows? Not just in conduct 
but in your heart loyalties and affections, what does he see? You swore. You took a vow 
that you would be faithful to your wife, that you would love and honor her. What does 
God see now years into the relationship? Are you honoring the commitment that you 
made? Those of you in the workplace, how do you handle your business dealings? Do 
you keep the contract? Do you honor the promise? All of us, do we do what we say we'll 
do when the time comes to do it? That is the searching standard of God's word. He 
swears to his own hurt and does not change. Do you see how it ties to the life of integrity 
in verse 2? Go back up to verse 2 with me again and just continue to see this in the 
context. Verse 2, look at it there with me, "He who walks with integrity." The conduct of 
his life is marked by integrity. He "works righteousness." Where do we apply that? Well, 
go down to verse 4, it's found in the way that he keeps his commitments.

Fifthly, final point for this morning: your cash. Your cash. Look at Psalm 15, verse 5, he 
says, "He does not put out his money at interest, Nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent." Now, let me tell you what this is not saying. This is not forbidding banks and 
loaning out money and making a profit off of your money. It's not talking about that at 
all. Jesus spoke about telling his servant that he should have put away the gift that he 
received so that he would receive interest on it back. That's not the point here. It's not a 
blanket prohibition against business profit. What it's saying here is that the godly man 
considers his neighbor. It's not wrong to make a profit but he won't take advantage of the 
unfortunate. He won't play his advantage against those who are not in a position to have 
equal bargaining power. He won't play his advantage against those who are defenseless in 
themselves. Instead, Scripture tells us to be generous and be ready to share. 

Look back in the New Testament at 1 Timothy, if you would. 1 Timothy chapter 6 to see 
that there's this New Testament emphasis as well. 1 Timothy chapter 6 in terms of how it 
is that we think about our material resources. 1 Timothy, chapter 6, verse 17 and he says, 
"Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy."  
And this text builds on what we said last week from the end of Titus chapter 3, "Instruct 
them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold 
of that which is life indeed." You see, we're talking mindset here. That we view our 
resources as that which I have in part to be able to communicate blessing. Not to take 
advantage of the unfortunate. Not to take bribes against them. But to realize that, "I'm 
ready, willing and able to dispense blessing to those who need it. That God has given me 
my wealth whether it's small or great that there is an aspect of it that it is there for the 
disposal to send upon the people of God who have need that I can meet." 
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So we've seen in brief survey form a sweeping view of the righteousness that God 
requires. Your character, your conversations, your companions, your commitments, your 
cash. There's two things that I think this does for us: one is that it humbles us and the 
humbling is a good thing. It humbles us in which we realize as we contemplate these 
things that we fall short. This is so broad and searching that you can't help but feel the 
weight of it. Do you know what else this should do? This should give us a sense of how 
marvelously great the person of Jesus Christ is because he hit all these notes with 
perfection. He was the perfect righteous man. He is the one who fulfilled this to utter 
perfection and in the process of doing that, he fulfilled for us that which we could not do 
on our own. He perfectly satisfied the demands of the holiness of God. And when you 
and I put our faith in him, the perfection of his life was imputed to our account. We 
marvel at the perfection of Christ. We marvel at the gift of his righteousness applied to 
our account. We humble ourselves and say, "Lord, I want so much to be like this," and 
we humble ourselves even further and say, "Lord, I confess the sin which falls short and 
violates. Won't you cleanse me by the blood of Christ?" 

David leaves it with a conclusion. If you have seen something of a reflection of the 
desires of your life expressed in this, "I want to be that woman of integrity. I want to be 
that man who lives this way. This is the desires and aspiration of my heart. I don't want 
the things of this world. I want the righteousness that God requires. I want to manifest 
that in my own life." This Psalm ends with a promise to you at the end of verse 5. He 
says, "He who does these things will never be shaken." This is a promise of the 
providential provision and protection of God upon his people. The ones who pursue this 
kind of life are going to enjoy blessing and provision and protection, a sustaining grace, 
let's say, from the God who requires this to begin with. We offer the sacrifice of our life 
in this pursuit and we receive a whole lot more back in return. We receive the blessing of 
God and that gives us confidence rooted in the promises of God himself as we go 
forward. 

Beloved, we have to think about being a Christian beyond the mere forgiveness of sins. 
Beyond the blessing of forgiveness. We think about it beyond the reality of heaven and 
avoiding hell. We think about it beyond that and we realize that the character of God, the 
glory of Christ, the cross of Christ and the living of this out in this world brings a 
responsibility upon us and the true believer says, "That's great because that's what I want. 
I want to live a life where I can approach God with the worship of a life of integrity." 
That's the call of Psalm 15. It's an aspiration for the year to come.

Bow with me in prayer. 

Our Father we thank you for the wonderful grace of being in Christ and I thank you for a  
group of people who hunger and thirst for this kind of righteousness. Father, we pray 
that our lives would be marked by this description of the true worshiper. That in our 
character, in our companions, in our conversations, in the way that we handle our 
resources, Father, there would be a comprehensive consistent life righteousness that we 
would only grow in in the coming year. 
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Father, I pray for those that are here and who realize that this is  foreign to the 
affections of their heart. Those who had been convicted of their own selfishness, their 
own self-centered approach to life, their indifference to the demands of righteousness, 
the indifference to the holiness of God. Father, may the standard of a righteous life be 
that which convicts them of sin and causes them to flee to Christ for mercy. Lord Jesus, 
none of us ever met this standard of perfection. None of us ever met this standard of 
integrity. If we're Christians today we confess that it was not through our efforts but the 
fact that you had mercy upon us and reached into our lives and saved us. Well Father, 
we pray that you would extend that kind of saving grace and mercy a little bit further to 
those who are still outside of Christ. May they see the one who said, "I give my life as a 
ransom for many." Father, we pray that they would see in Christ the Savior who can 
rescue them from the guilt and condemnation that their failure to meet this standard 
requires. 

And Father, let us who know Christ let our church, Truth Community, be marked by not 
just we trust the teaching of sound doctrine but let us be marked from leadership to the 
newest believer in Christ, let us be marked by this kind of practical life righteousness that  
stands out in an increasingly dark world and, Father, which confirms the testimony of 
our lips that God is holy, that Christ saved sinners and that we've been redeemed and 
made new. Help us to that end we pray, our Father, in Jesus' name. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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