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Message:   Inheriting with Christ the Glory of God, Part 1
Text:          Revelation  20:11-21:8  (Isaiah 65:17-25)

Introduction 

  A.  On this first day of 2017 we typically wish one another a “Happy New Year.”  A Fox News
poll last week of over 1,000 respondents revealed 52% were optimistic about the coming
year, while 44% were pessimistic.  Which describes you?

  B.  We have another phrase associated with the coming of a new year - “Out with the old and in 
with the new.” We’d like to think that “in with the new” is a good thing.  E.g., if we are
able to buy a new 2017 model vehicle, out with the old model and in with the new is
usually a happy thing.  If we receive a raise at the beginning of the year, out with the old
pay check and in with the new is a happy thing.  On the other hand, when it comes to the
new year’s health insurance premiums and deductibles, not so much.

  C.  However, at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, out with the old and in with the new will 
be all happiness and blessing for all who cling to Him as Lord and Savior.  

  D.  Last Sunday on Christmas day we took a break from our study of Revelation to consider 
Christ as God’s gift to us that keeps on giving into eternity, as Hebrews 7:25 puts it ...

Hebrews 7:25   Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

So this past Wednesday night serving in nursery with Scott Terrell, he asked me, “Are 
you going to continue your series on Revelation this Sunday or do a message for New 
Year’s Day?”  I told him that the answer to his 2 questions was “yes” and “yes,” for in 
God’s providence, we begin the 7  cycle of Revelation which opens with the words ...th

Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;

... and continues with the words ...

Revelation 21:5 ... "Behold, I am making all things new." 

  E.  This 7  and last cycle of visions in Revelation (show slide of cycles) is different from the th

others.  The previous cycles give us historical sweeps of redemptive history between
Christ’s first and second coming, all ending with return of Jesus to judge the world in
righteousness, delivering His people and destroying all who reject and oppose Him. 
While there is mention in most cycles of rewarding His bond-servants at His return, there
is generally (except with chapter 7) a focus on the judgment and destruction of the
kingdom of this world, as we see at the end of chapter 20.



Revelation 20:9  And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured
them.  And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 10

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat 11

upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for
them.  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books 12

were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead
were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead
which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14

Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake
of fire.  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 15

thrown into the lake of fire. 

But in this final cycle of visions in chapters 21-22, while there is brief mention of the
destruction of unbelievers, the main focus is on the reward Christ brings to believers.  It is
the grand finale of Revelation, unpacking for us in great detail the glory that Christ will
bring to His church.

  F.  God’s purpose for revealing to us this hope is captured in 21:7 ...

Revelation 21:7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God
and he will be My son (I.e., heir).

1.  God wants us to overcome, evil, Satan, the world, by a pure, enduring faith in Jesus
Christ.

2.  To promote our perseverance in loving and embracing Christ as Lord, God wets our
appetites with these visions of the glory that is to be revealed to us, so that we will
consider the present sufferings  to be endured by faith well worth inheriting the
incomparable glory of God.  This is the very thing Christ inspired His apostle Paul
to write to us.

Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with
Him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

  G.  What Paul states as a truth about our renewed and glorified bodies in a renewed and
glorified creation, John pictures for us, that the hope of glory might linger long in our
imaginations, that we might savor and long for it, and endure to take hold of this blessed
hope at the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

  H.  “Out with the old and in with the new” might or might not be a blessing for believers in this



age.   But in the age to come, every removal of the old will be a blessing to us, as will
every introduction of the new.  So people of God, behold our inheritance in Christ at His
return, and let our hearts be strengthened in the hope of gaining the glory of God revealed
to us in these last chapters!

I.  The removal of old things.

  A.  The passing away of the present heavens and earth.

Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, .... 

Revelation 20:11   Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 

      1.  Jesus promised that heaven and earth would pass away at His Second Coming, and
inspired his apostle Peter to drive this point home to us in the face of a skeptical world.

Mark 13:31 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.

2 Peter 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their
mocking, following after their own lusts,  and saying, "Where is the promise of His 4

coming? ...   The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is9

patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  But 10

the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a
roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its
works will be burned up.

      2.  Romans 8 indicates that rather than an entire new universe with no connection to the old, a
renovation of the present heavens and earth is in view.

Romans 8:21  that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  For we know that 22

the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  And 23

not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our
body. 

      3.  Regardless, Christ, through Peter, makes the application of this truth clear to us.

2 Peter 3:11   Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of
people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  looking for and hastening 12

the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  But according to His promise we 13

are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14



Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in
peace, spotless and blameless, 

  B.  The removal of all unbelievers from the new creation.

      1.  21:1 Pictured as “no sea.”

Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

      2.  In Revelation (as in Isaiah) the sea (or waters, Gen 1:10) is a symbol/metaphor for the
world of unbelieving humanity, from which arises the kingdom of this world.

Isaiah 57:20 But the wicked are like the tossing sea, for it cannot be quiet, and its
waters toss up refuse and mud. 21 "There is no peace," says my God, "for the wicked."

Daniel 7:2 Daniel said, "I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds
of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 "And four great beasts were coming up from
the sea, different from one another.

Revelation 13:1 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast
coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten
diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names.

Revelation 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke
with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits
on many waters, ...  And he said to me, "The waters which you saw where the harlot15

sits, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. 

      3.  The unbelieving multitudes are excluded from the church and thus, excluded from the new
creation, but not the lake of fire.  There will be no opposition to Christ, to His kingdom
and righteousness.

Revelation 20:15  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 21:8 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers
and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

  C.  21:4  The removal of God’s curse on humanity and creation - no tears, death, mourning,
crying, pain

Revelation 21:4 ... and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any
mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away."



Isaiah 65:19 "I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; And there will no
longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying.

Revelation 22:3 There will no longer be any curse;

Out with the old is all blessing to all believers in Christ.

II.  The introduction of all new things.

  A.  A new heavens and earth, in which dwells righteousness.  No disasters, no culture wars.

Revelation 21:1  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the
first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 

Isaiah 65:17 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things
will not be remembered or come to mind.

  B.  21:2  A new (in the sense of renewed/renovated) church, the New Jerusalem, the glorified
people of God.

      1.  In both Old and New Testaments, the Lord likened himself to His people’s husband, and
they his bride.

2 Corinthians 11:2  For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to
one husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. 

Ephesians 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself up for her, 

      2.  Here, the church is likened to both a holy city and a bride having the glory of God.

Revelation 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:9 ... "Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb."  And 10

he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy
city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  having the glory of God.  11

  C.  21:4  New level of relief and comfort

      1.  God is a God of all comfort Who presently comforts us in our afflictions, and uses us as
His channels of comfort.

2 Corinthians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will 4



be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God. 

      2.  Yet in sending Jesus to make all things new, God will comfort us at a level not
experienced in this life, for He will immediately wipe away all tears forever, something
you and I cannot do for one another when life hurts deeply to the point of tears.  We can
comfort one another in measure, but God will grant us comfort and relief without
measure, to the point that we will never again hurt, never again shed tears.

Revelation 21:4  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first
things have passed away." 

Revelation 7:16  "They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat
down on them, nor any heat;  for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their 17

shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every
tear from their eyes." 

  D.  21:6 A new lease on life - life immortal, eternal.

Revelation 21:6   Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water
of life without cost. 

  E.  21:7 A new intimacy with God

  Revelation 21:7  "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and
he will be My son. 

John 17  "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me
where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me
before the foundation of the world. 

  F.  21:7 A new inheritance.

  Revelation 21:7  "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God
and he will be My son. 

Romans 8:17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

Conclusion

  A.  We certainly wish one another a happy New Year, but can’t know whether or not our 



circumstances will turn out to be happy.  Out with the old and in with the new is a mixed
bag of blessing and curse.  Christ does not want us to be confident that we will always
experience happy circumstances in this age, for He frankly tells us ...

Revelation 13:7  It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to
overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was
given to him. 

Matthew 6:34  "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each
day has enough trouble of its own. 

  B.  Yet He gives us grace and encouragement to overcome the world that opposes us and Him,
confident that in the age to come He will make all things new.

John 16:33  These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world. 

Revelation 3:21  He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

Revelation 21:5  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things
new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." 

  C.  I was thinking this week that while it's fine to wish one another a happy new year, it would
sound rather hollow to say this to Iraqi refugees or Aleppo orphans.  The return of Christ
who will make all things new is our blessed hope of eternal joy.
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