
Buy the Truth (Prov.23:23a)                                                   Hymns 394, 704, 421 

 

I originally had every intent to finish our consideration of the blind beggar this morning, but there's been something 

brewing within me, and it appears I'm not going to rest without saying it—and it just happens to providently be, the first 

Lord's Day of a new year... 

 

As we begin this new year, it is my hope, that some of us will buy the truth for the very first time, that is, that you become 

a true Christian, but it's really my primary intent, that those of you who are Christian (and thus members of this church), 

will buy the truth more fully and committedly, that you would better understand the importance of Baptist, Confessional, 

religion... 

 

Now—most of the things I'm going to say are known and believed by many of you, and yet, I fear some of these things 

may offend some—so let me say in the front end, it's not my goal to offend anyone—but, more than fearing offending 

you, I'm desire your good so much, that I am willing to risk offending you (similar to a doctor that must first hurt his 

patient to heal him)... 

 

Furthermore, let me very simply state my goal in this sermon is basically twofold—first, I desire that those who are not 

Christian, become TRUE Christians, and secondly, I desire those who are Christian, to become clearly, decidedly, humbly, 

and unashamedly, Reformed Baptist (or baptist who hold to the confession)—Christians, who buy the truth as 

summarized in creedal and confessional religion... 

 

Our text was originally a father's plea to his son—the book of Proverbs are generally exhortations given from Solomon to 

his son—a king teaching his beloved child, the things that matter most—but we must remember that Solomon was typical 

of Christ, who is ultimately the speaker, v19—"Hear, my son, and be wise," v26—"My son, give me your heart"—thus 

v23 is one of many exhortations of Solomon (typical of Christ) to his beloved son, v23a—"Buy the truth, and do not sell 

it (thus if you are a child, think of our text as coming from your loving father, or better yet, the loving and all-wise 

Savior)..."  

 

I.   What is the Truth? 

II.  How is the Truth Bought? 

III. Why Should the Truth be Bought? 

 

I.   What is the Truth? 

 

1. Well, I trust it's rather evident, that by TRUTH is meant, the truth of Holy Scripture—the sixty-six books of the 

Bible... 

2. Ps.119:160—"The entirety of Your word is TRUTH" Jn.17:17—"Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is 

TRUTH..." 

3. Thus—by TRUTH is meant—the Holy Scripture—Genesis to Revelation—every single word in the Old and New 

Testaments...  

4. But—the problem is this—not every person agrees what the Scriptures teach—there are differences of opinion 

among Christians...  

5. The Roman Catholics, Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, and even Muslims, all claim to believe the Bible to some 

degree... 

6. Furthermore, even among Christians there are various views of certain things within Scripture, that are very 

important... 

7. For example—there are Calvinists and Arminians, Dispensationalists and Covenantalists, and Charismatics and non-

Charismatics... 

8. Furthermore, some Christians don't take Genesis literal, don't believe in a literal hell, and fail to understand the God-

given roles of man and woman... 

9. The bottom line here is this—the days have long since passed, when we can simply say—We believe the Bible to be 

truth... 

10. Now—let me make something very clear at the outset—if a person is a true Christian they believe the fundamentals 

of the truth... 

11. No person can become a true Christian without believing the TRUTH—the truth about God, Christ, sin, and 

salvation... 

12. But—a person can become a true Christian, and still not rightly believe the TRUTH in the fullest and broadest 

extent... 

13. Thus—by TRUTH I mean, the truth of Holy Scripture as accurately summarized in the Second London Baptist 

Confession of 1689... 
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14. Now—before I go any further, let me very quickly give a brief history of creeds and confessions as a necessary 

review... 

15. After the first century, various errors crept into the church—errors about the nature of God, the person of Christ, and 

salvation...  

16. Thus in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th centuries the church drafted creeds that clarified the truth, and fortified the church 

from error... 

17. For example, the Apostle's Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed, and the Chalcedonian Creed, were all 

written in the first 400 years...    

18. These creeds served the church for 1000 years, until after the Protestant Reformation, when lengthier confessions 

were written... 

19. These confessions were built upon these earlier creeds, but expanded upon other truths that at one time was believed 

by all... 

20. Thus such confessions and catechesis as the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort 

were written in the 16th century... 

21. In the 17 century additional confessions were written in England, such as the Westminster Standards and the London 

Baptist Confession... 

22. These Confessions found their way across the Atlantic and served the majority of churches in the early American 

colonies... 

23. Thus—here's my point—for the first 1800 or 1900 years, all churches were confessional, regardless of their 

denomination... 

24. Presbyterian churches were confessional, Baptist churches were confessional, Congregational churches were 

confessional... 

25. Thus—at this point, I desire to rather briefly, summarize the Bible's teaching (as found in our confession), in five 

things (God, man, Christ, salvation, church)... 

26. [1] God—buy the truth about God—that He is Triune, glorious, sovereign, merciful, gracious, just, holy, wise, and 

loving...  

27. LBC 1689 (2:1)—"The Lord our God is but one only living and true God; whose subsistence is in and of Himself, 

infinite in being and perfection; whose essence cannot be comprehended by any but Himself; a most pure spirit, 

invisible, without body, parts, passions, who only has immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 

unto, who is immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, every way infinite, most holy, most wise, 

most free, most absolute; working all things according to the counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will, 

for His own glory, most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, 

transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him, and withal most just and terrible in His 

judgments, hating all sin, and who will be no means clear the guilty..." 

28. Shorter Catechism (Q.7)—"What is God? God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and 

perfection; all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, almighty, knowing all things, 

most wise, most holy, most just, merciful gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth..." 

29. [2] Man—buy the truth about man—that he is created in the image of God, has fallen into sin, and is now totally 

depraved... 

30. Man is born at enmity with God, with a bad heart that loves sin and this world, and refuses to come to Christ on His 

terms... 

31. [3] Christ—buy the truth about Christ—that He is God in flesh, two distinct natures in one person, fully God and 

Man... 

32. Buy the truth about the work of Christ—that He lived a perfect life, died an atoning death, and rose bodily from the 

grave... 

33. Furthermore, He ascended to heaven, sat at the right hand of the Father, and from there, He intercedes for His 

people...  

34. Oh my dear friends, this is the TRUTH we must buy—Christ is the sole Mediator, between God and men—prophet, 

priest, and king...  

35. LBC 1689 (Of Christ the Mediator)—"It pleased God, in His eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, 

His only begotten Son, according to the covenant made between them both, to be the mediator between God and 

man; the prophet, priest, and king; Head and Savior of His Church, the heir of all things, and judge of the world; unto 

whom He did from all eternity give a people to be His seed and to be by Him in time redeemed, called, justified, 

sacrificed, and glorified..." 

36. [4] Salvation—buy the truth that salvation is sovereignly, graciously, and powerfully by God to His beloved elect 

people...   

37. [5] Church—buy the truth about the Church—about the nature and importance of the church in God's redemptive 

purposes... 

38. Now—here I want to suggest three things about the church, as found in Scripture, and summarized in our Confession 

of Faith... 
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39. [a] The centrality of public worship—this is a truth that is often overlooked—what is a primary purpose of the 

church?... 

40. Is the primary point of a church to have many programs, bible-studies, outreaches, small-groups, and sporting 

events... 

41. Though many of these may have their place and be beneficial, they should never become the primary focus of the 

church... 

42. [b] The primacy of preaching—but then the question becomes, what are we to do when we assemble to worship 

God...   

43. Well, according to historical Protestant Christianity, central to the practice of public worship, is the plain preaching 

of God's word... 

44. 2Tim.4:2—"Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering 

and teaching..." 

45. LBC 1689 (Of Saving Faith)—"The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their 

souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word..." 

46. Baptist Catechism—"How is the Word made effectual to salvation? A. The Spirit of God makes the reading, but 

especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them 

up in holiness and comfort through faith unto salvation..." 

47. Rom.10:14—"How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him 

of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher...v17 So then faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God..." 

48. [c] The structure of elder-rule congregationalism—that is, the church is governed by men who graciously and firmly 

rule...    

49. Thus—at this point, before I move on to the second main heading, I want to address two possible questions or 

objections... 

50. Obj.1—Aren't you placing the confession on the same level as Scripture—and to this objection I would say, NO I 

AM NOT... 

51. We do not believe, nor has any confessional church believed, our confession is inspired, without error, and the final 

authority... 

52. NO—nothing but the word of God fits these descriptions—only the word of God is inspired, without error, and the 

final authority... 

53. But—for the last 200 years the church has always used Creeds and Confessions to summarize what those Scripture 

teach... 

54. And the fundamentally reason is this—most heretics claim to believe the Bible, but they twist and distort it to their 

ruin... 

55. But—heretics ordinarily, do NOT believe in Creeds and Confessions, as these are the first things they reject and 

deny...    

56. Obj.2—Aren't you suggesting that non-confessional churches are bad churches—and to this objection I would say, 

NO I AM NOT... 

57. And yet I would say—if they are NOT confessional churches, then they do NOT hold to everything I have just 

described... 

58. Though it's possible, I have never heard of a church that holds to everything I've said, and at the same time is not 

confessional... 

59. I hope you believe that everything I've said is Biblical, as if it is, which one of these things are you willing to give 

up?... 

60. Are you willing to give up what Scripture teaches about God, man, Christ, salvation, and the church—are any of 

these dispensable... 

61. Furthermore, are you willing to give up this rich tradition passed along through these Creeds and Confessions for 

2000 years... 

62. Perhaps, I can put it like this—what I am arguing for is that a person become decidedly Reformed—in a historical 

sense... 

 

II.  How is the Truth Bought? 

 

1. Before I go further, remember that by TRUTH I mean more than the mere essentials—but everything I've just said 

about God, man, Christ, salvation, and the church... 

2. Or, to put it more simply—by truth I mean confessional truth—this is what I want you to buy—nothing less nothing 

more... 

3. Thus—I want to suggest five broad ways the TRUTH is bought—believingly, lovingly, supremely, humbly, and 

unashamedly... 
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4. [1] Believingly—this I trust is foundational to what it means to buy the truth—to embrace it for yourself, from the 

heart...   

5. When something is bought, usually there's the exchange of money, you give something in exchange for that 

particular item... 

6. So the question becomes—what do we "buy the truth" with—well, this is the amazing part—this treasure is freely 

given... 

7. Isa.55:1—"Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, 

come, buy wine and milk without money and without price..." 

8. Here we find the same thing as found in Proverbs 23:23, only the imagery is changed from riches to meat, wine, and 

milk... 

9. We are to buy them, "without money and without price"—but, I want you to notice, NOT having any money is a 

necessity... 

10. V1—"Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money"—such people are described in three 

ways... 

11. [a] They thirst—that is, they are conscious of a need—a thistly person is aware of a need, and they desire to have it 

met...  

12. [b] They are poor—they have nothing to purchase the meal with—they are poor, empty-handed, impoverished, 

spiritual beggars...  

13. That is—they have come to realize that they have no moral merit, no self-righteousness, no self-strength, no self-

worth... 

14. They have come to acknowledge that by nature—they are and have nothing—the only thing they have is an evident 

need... 

15. Thus—while there's a sense in which this treasure (or meal) costs nothing as is free, there is another sense it will cost 

you your self-righteousness and self-trust... 

16. The only way sinners can receive this treasure, is that they come as poor and needy beggars, with nothing in their 

hands... 

17. [c] They are knowledgeable—that is, while they have no native merit—they know where  to find water, food, wine, 

and milk... 

18. So too—to buy the treasure of our text, you must come to know how valuable it is, how much you desperately need it 

(or Him)...  

19. For, let me remind you—at the heart of this word "truth" is the person and work of Christ—Christ crucifies and 

resurrected... 

20. To become a Christian, it isn't necessary that you understand or believe everything in our confession—but it is 

necessary, that you rightly believe on Christ... 

21. Thus Christ Himself is called the TRUTH, Jn.14:6—"I AM the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through Me..."  

22. Rev.3:18—"I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that you 

may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you 

may see..." 

23. [a] Gold—by "gold" is meant TRUE riches—the riches of grace that's found freely and abundantly in Jesus Christ 

our Lord...  

24. [b] Garments—by "garments" is meant—the perfect righteousness of Christ, the impeccable, white robes of His 

active obedience...     

25. [c] Eye salve (i-sav)—this refers to the person and work of the Spirit, who opens our eyes and makes us see our 

need... 

26. [2] Lovingly—by this I mean—we must buy the truth with all of our hearts, rejoicing, and delighting in all its 

particulars... 

27. And here I especially think of Christians, who should grow in their understanding and appreciation for confessional 

TRUTH... 

28. And so, while it's true we must love the truth, it's also true when we buy the truth, we of necessity, will love others 

who bought the same truth... 

29. There is obviously something radically wrong, when a person claims to love the truth and yet fails to love his 

brethren... 

30. When the truth is truly and rightly embraced from the heart, it will of necessity impact the way we live and treat 

others... 

31. [3] Supremely—by this I mean—we must buy the truth as our greatest treasure, esteeming it more valuable than all 

else... 

32. This is implied in the very image of BUYING—to "buy something," necessarily means you esteem or value that 

item... 
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33. My friends, let me ask you a question—what is the greatest treasure you own—what is the one thing that you value 

most... 

34. Well—I trust, if you are a Christian, you would say—the truth"—the truth of Holy Scripture as it's found in Jesus 

Christ... 

35. Thus—everything that I've said about God, man, Christ, salvation, and the church, these are all a part of the TRUTH 

we love... 

36. Matt.13:44—"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy 

over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field..." 

37. Here the kingdom of heaven (or the gospel message of that kingdom), is liked to a treasure, that is hidden in a fast 

field... 

38. When this man finds that treasure, he re-hides it, and FOR JOY OVER IT—"he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field..." 

39. In other words—he went to great difficulty to get it—and was willing to part with all of his possessions in order to 

have it... 

40. It's for this reason that our churches usually have people in them that travel great distances, just to hear about the 

TRUTH... 

41. John Bunyan (Pilgrim's Progress, when Christian and Faithful walk through Vanity Fair)—"The pilgrims showed 

little interest in the items displayed for sale, something not at all appreciated by the city's merchants. They did not 

care enough even to look at them, and when the merchants called upon them to buy, they would put their fingers in 

their ears and cry, Turn my eyes away from worthless things. They would then look upward, signifying that the only 

things of interest to them were in heaven. One merchant, after observing them for a time, mockingly asked, 'So, what 

will you buy?' But looking intently at him, they answered, 'We will buy the truth.' This gave the people a reason to 

despise them even more. Some began mocking the pilgrims, taunting them and discrediting them, and they called on 

others to bear them up..." 

42. [4] Humbly—by this I mean, we must buy the truth with humility and not looking down upon other Christians with 

pride... 

43. Reformed Baptist have often been charged with being less than charitable with other Christians who are not 

confessional... 

44. And whether or not that accusation is in any sense legitimate is debatable—but brethren, we must make sure it isn't 

true of us... 

45. It is for this reason, we have constantly sought to underscore, we are not the only (not best) church in Akron/Canton 

area... 

46. My friends, if you think about it—how can we look down upon others, when we understand that it's grace that's made 

us to differ... 

47. It's grace that has made us to differ from the world, and it's the same grace that's made us to differ from other 

Christians... 

48. [5] Unashamedly—by this I mean, we must be willing to endure any form of rejection we may face, for the sake of 

the truth... 

49. The history of the church is filled with numerous examples of humble Christians who have suffered greatly for the 

truth... 

50. I fear many younger Christians, fail to appreciate what the truth has cost fellow Christians, throughout church 

history... 

51. But the truth hasn't merely cost other Christians, it has also cost those Christians who started this church 13-14 years 

ago... 

52. Fourteen years ago a group of Christians came together to start a new church—WHY—because there wasn't other 

churches, NO... 

53. There were many other churches, and many of them faithful churches, filled with many true and solid Christian 

people... 

54. But they eventually became convinced that a new church was needed, because there wasn't any confessional Baptist 

churches... 

55. My friends, you do know that this church was founded as a Reformed Baptist church, it was always a confessional 

church... 

56. And do you know what, the church immediately lost members because of its strong and unrelenting confessional 

stance... 

57. I remember when I first became Christian—there was a baptist minister who worked at the City Mission, but was 

soon fired (because he believed these things)... 

58. And I remember, writing him a letter and telling him how I've BOUGHT the truth—and I will never forget what he 

told me... 

59. Mike—I am very glad to hear that you've come to embrace this rich Reformed Heritage—but remember, it will be a 

lonely journey (though the friends you find will be few, they will be worth it)... 
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60. Thus—Reformed Christians, often find opposition not only from the world, but also from Christian family and 

friends who fail to see these things... 

61. But—here's my point—put your fingers in your ears, and resolve in your hearts, you will buy the truth AND SEEL 

IT NOT... 

62. [a] Read the confession—that is, start out by simply reading a chapter a day—there are 32 chapters in our 

confession...  

63. Or else, if you're not able to commit to a chapter a day, simply read a few paragraphs every day, half of a chapter a 

day...  

64. [b] Study the confession—that is, read Sam Waldron's exposition of the confession, or listen to one of the many 

series through it... 

65. Or else, simply read through it slowly, looking up the proof texts, comparing it with the other confessions it came 

from... 

66. [c] Teach the confession—by this I mean, teach it to your family—men, have your wife and children read and discuss 

it... 

67. You know—I've thought about these things many times, but especially I've begun to wrestle with these things more 

intimately...   

68. When I think about my own children—the first thing I pray and work for—is that they become humble and holy 

Christians... 

69. But, what is the second thing you pray for—that they would become successful businessmen, or famous sports 

stars?...   

70. I hope not—I hope you desire them to BUY the TRUTH and not sell it—that they would become confessional 

Christians... 

71. Now—of our children become true Christians, and the end up in churches that are not confessional, but true churches, 

it's not the end of the world... 

72. But dear brethren, they should end up in these churches having been taught in the church and home, confessional 

TRUTH... 

 

III. Why Should the Truth be Bought? 

 

1. Here I want to encourage or motivate you to "buy the truth and sell it not"—let me suggest five simple and important 

reasons... 

2. [1] Because it saves—the truth is a powerful force, for when believed it can save your soul—it makes you right with 

God... 

3. [2] Because it endures—you know, every 10 or 20 years new paradigms and philosophies are created about the 

church... 

4. Thirty years ago there was the "seeker sensitive" movement, twenty years ago there was the "mega church" with all 

of its programs... 

5. Fifteen years ago there came the "ultra casual" movement, where plain preaching was replaced with groups and 

talks... 

6. But you know what—such things as these will come and go—there will always be fads that come and then finally, 

leave... 

7. But the TRUTH—word and sacrament, high view of public worship, primacy of preaching, these things will always 

remain...      

8. [3] Because it protects—that is, the truth protects us from error, bad and false doctrine—from the enemies of our 

souls... 

9. [4] Because it glorifies—that is, the truth glorifies Christ, because it's all about Christ—the truth reflects the His 

glory... 

10. [5] Because it influences—that is, when the truth is embraced in the soul, it influences every aspect and detail of our 

lives...  

11. 3Jn.1:3-4—"For I rejoice greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the 

truth. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth..." 

12. Jn.17:17—"Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth"—God uses the truth to change us into the image of 

Christ... 

 

 


