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Jonah 3:10a  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way;  
 
As was described in the 3rd chapter: Jonah arrived at Nineveh and preached. The king and the people 
of Nineveh heard the word of the Lord and repented. 
 
Jonah 3:10b and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; 
and he did it not.  
 
The evil being the promised destruction of the city of Nineveh should Jonah preach 40 days to the 
inhabitants without their repentance. But God does not sin, so when scripture records that he 
repented, it is recording God’s turning away from doing something that would appear outwardly to be 
evil, but in God’s righteous judgment was justified.  
 
We see God’s judgment carried through in the flood: 
 

Genesis 6:5-7 5  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6  And it 
repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 
And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 

 
Genesis 6:11-13 11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled 
with violence. 12  And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13  And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh 
is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth. 

 
We see God’s judgment carried through in Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 

Genesis 18:20-21 20  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21  I will go down now, and see whether 
they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will 
know.  
 
Genesis 18:32  And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once: 
Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 

 
Genesis 19:12-17 12  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in 
law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring 
them out of this place: 13  For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen 
great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 14  And Lot 
went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, 
get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that 
mocked unto his sons in law. (Continued) 
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(Genesis 19:12-17 Continued) 15  And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, 
saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of the city. 16  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his 
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD 
being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. 17 
And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy 
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou 
be consumed. 
 
Genesis 19:24-29 24  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25  And he overthrew those 
cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew 
upon the ground. 26  But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a 
pillar of salt. 27  And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before 
the LORD: 28  And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace. 29  And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God 
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew 
the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

 
Do we know for certain that the Ninevites knew the historical record of the flood and of the 
destruction of cities of the plain? No. What we do know is that they took the preached word of God 
from Jonah as truth and repented of their wickedness? Yes. What we find in the historical record is 
God setting a standard for judgment (I will not destroy it for ten’s sake) and then abiding to his 
standard for judgment.  
 
How should we respond when we see the world descending and degrading into sinfulness around us? 
How should we, who know the full history of God’s judgment, respond to the word of God when it is 
read and preached? In our present post-apostolic age (the last days), we are to turn away from men 
with the traits described by Paul to Timothy. 
 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 
For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4  Traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof: from such turn away. 

 
As we turn away from the unholy, We are to turn to (continue thou in) the holy by reading and 
hearing the scriptures.  
 

2 Timothy 3:12-17 12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. 13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived. 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; (Continued)  
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(2 Timothy 3:12-17 Continued) 15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  That the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.  

 
The work of the scriptures by the power of the Holy Ghost is to prepare us for all good works. God’s 
people were elected before time and created in time for one purpose: good works.  
 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

 
The purpose of good works is the glorification of God. 
 

Matthew 5:14-16 14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be 
hid. 15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16  Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

 
1 Peter 2:12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. 

 
We should individually persevere in good works (even as we suffer persecution) and corporately 
encourage one another in good works. 
 

Hebrews 10:23-25 23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised;) 24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: 25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 

 
As it was in Jonah’s day, so it is in our day: if we turn toward the unholy and turn away from the holy, 
we will bring the wrath of God upon us.  
 

Hebrews 10:26-31 26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27  But a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28  He 
that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29  Of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace? 30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I 
will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31  It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  
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God does judge us today. God does discipline us for our sins today. He does these things for our 
sanctification for his glorification. He does these things with love, grace, and mercy to refine us to be 
more like his son, Jesus Christ. 
 

Psalms 135:14  For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself 
concerning his servants.  

 
Ephesians 2:2-5 2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. 4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  

 
When tempted to rebel against God, to do evil works and not good works, we should instead not just 
turn away from evil, but run away from evil, and return to God. 
 

Jeremiah 51:6 Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not 
cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the LORD'S vengeance; he will render unto 
her a recompence. 
 
1 Timothy 6:11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.  
 

Our good works are necessary for us to do because of our salvation through Jesus Christ. But all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags before God. Our works are only good because we are new creatures 
in Jesus Christ and God has ordained our works to be good through Jesus Christ. 
 

Titus 3:1-9 1  Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 2  To speak evil of no man, to be no 
brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men. 3  For we ourselves also were 
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 4  But after that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 8  This is a faithful 
saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable unto men.  
 
Titus 3:14  And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they 
be not unfruitful. 
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