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What You Really Need to Know About 
Our Financial Goals 

January 3, 2016 
by C Benjamin Dill 

 
Good morning, Lighthouse; are you ready for the 
Word of God this morning? 
 
Jeremiah 6:16 Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye 
in the ways, and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and walk 
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. 
 
Today, being the first Sunday of a brand new 
year, pastors all across the country are laying 
out to their congregations their goals for 2016. 
 
They are presenting new programs and new 
initiatives and new efforts to bring in more 
people and, of course, more dollars. 
 
I remember serving in a Church at one time 
where it seemed that about every month we 
were trying some new program that “this one is 
going to be it”; “this one is going to pack out 
the building”, “this one is going to get the job 
done”. 
 
It suffices to say that none of them ever did.  
 
I am certainly not against any new effort or 
program that will help us reach more people 
with the gospel; and…we will certainly be doing 
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several things that are proven fruitful in this 
area. 
 
There is, however, no program that is going to 
be “it”; that one thing that is just “going to get 
the job done for us”. 
 
Sadly, there are too few today that even 
understand clearly what that job actually is. 
 
One of the most important aspects of my job as 
your pastor, and to some degree your elected 
elders, is to define that job and to select the 
various means by which it should be 
accomplished. 
 
The job itself is extensive and far too detailed 
to properly outline in a sermon or even a 
series. However, what I can give you in these 
upcoming sermons is a clearer picture of some 
of those areas that might concern you the 
most. 
 
Last week was Heart of Purpose Sunday. We 
are commanded by the Lord that each and 
every one of us are to choose what we shall 
give to the Lord.   
2Corinthians 9:7  Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver.  
 
We already know the tithe (that first ten 
percent) already belongs to the Lord; so at this 
time of year we make a decision of what 
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percent of that with which God blesses us we 
will give to honor the Lord above His tithe. 
 
For those of you who were not here last week 
we have cards for you to prayerfully fill out and 
place where you can see it often at home or 
your office. This is not something you turn in to 
the church. 
 
Some would say and have said in the past; 
“Pastor, I believe that is between me and God.” 
 
I couldn’t agree more; it is between you and 
God. However, it was to the Church at Corinth 
(and members in particular) that Paul gave this 
instruction…and certainly no one could argue 
but that God has commanded each of us to do 
this. 
 
The Lord willing, today’s message will be the 
2nd in a four part series. Coming up later will be 
“What You Really Need to Know About our 
Spiritual Goals” and “What You Really Need to 
Know About our Numeric Goals.” 
 
I suppose the timing of such would lead us to 
first off address what you really need to know 
about: 
 
I. Our Financial goals for the Church. 
 
A. Our specific financial goals will be posted 
next week in the form of a proposed budget. 
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1. The Budget Proposal, which is loosely 
based on current expenditure needs with a 
comparison to last year’s income and 
expenses, will also include the maximum 
allowable spending in each category and will 
require your approval. 
 
2. Many do not understand what our proposed 
budget actually is. 
 
3. We believe in and practice a congregational 
form of Church government.  Even though we 
are Elder led, the final decision about virtually 
everything rests in a vote of the membership. 
 
4. The daily duties and required decisions of 
operating a Church, even of our size, are 
considerable.  
 
5. If we voted on every expenditure 
individually, that would likely require a new 
business meeting every week.  
 
6. Instead we approve by vote a prepared 
budget which includes all regular and known 
expenses for the coming year. 
 
7. If expenses should run higher or we 
encounter some unforeseen expense, that 
would require a special business meeting to 
approve that unusual expense. (Which as you 
know, we very seldom need to do.) 
 
8. The budget sets limits for our spending but 
that doesn’t mean we will spend that much; as 
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I want you to prosper because I love you. I 
desire fruit that may abound to your 
account. 
 
Many of you now do tithe faithfully and also 
give faithfully above God’s tithes; and you 
are working on using the rest like God says 
to do that. 
 
Even though I know the answer; let me just 
ask you for the benefit of others present; 
have you prospered more financially since 
faithfully doing those things? 
 
Is there even one exception who has not 
been prospered by the Lord in response to 
doing these things? 
 
I rest my case.    
 
The promises of God are real and our God 
is faithful! 
 
He promised to save you if you would place 
your trust in His death, burial and 
resurrection as the complete and eternal 
payment of your sins. 
 
Did He keep His promise? Has He given you 
a new life as He promised? 
 
Amen! 
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is your own? [Who is it the Bible says that first 
tenth belongs to?] 
 
Conclusion:    
 
As all of you know, even though I do not 
harp on it or even preach on the subject 
very often as I am doing now…I have a 
great deal to say about Christian finances. 
 
I understand that because of all the 
religious Charlatans and crooks on TV 
duping little old ladies out of their Social 
Security checks, the motives of preachers 
who preach on giving are highly suspect. 
 
I have operated a successful small 
business for many, many years. Although I 
depend entirely on the Lord for our income, 
I do not depend on all our income coming 
from the Church. 
 
I teach you to tithe faithfully; I teach you to 
give generously above your tithe; I also 
teach you to handle what is left for your use 
in a wise and Godly manner according as 
the scriptures teach. 
 
All of which also I do practice myself; 
although I am still working on that last part, 
too. 
 
I do not teach what I do because I want your 
money! 
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a matter of policy, in my tenure as Pastor, we 
have always spent less than our budget 
allowance. (In 2015 we spent over $40,000 
less than our budget allowance.) 
 
9. Our Church budget is nothing more than an 
educated guess as to what we will need to 
spend that also requires coming back for 
permission from you should we need to spend 
more. 
 
The financial goals for the Church are not the 
only financial goals we have. 
 
II. We also have very definite financial goals for 
each and every member.  (Yes, as weird as it may 
seem, I have financial goals for you!) 
 
A. As a matter of simple economics, reaching our 
financial goals for each member is naturally tied to 
the reaching of our financial goals for the Church. 
 
1. Even though they are connected, the Church is 
not dependent on the financial performance or the 
giving of the members either individually or 
collectively.  (That reason being because this is the 
Lord’s Church and God doesn’t need or depend on 
our giving). 
 
2. We all know that giving and our Church having 
plenty of money with which to operate are related; 
however, that is not the primary reason I preach 
what I do about finances. 
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3. These individual financial goals that the Lord 
has for us are already spelled out by the Lord.   
2Corinthians 9:8  And God is able to make all 
grace abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound 
to every good work:  
 
4. Do I want God to make you rich as claim the 
TV preachers? 
 
5. No, I do not; for numerous reasons. 
 a. Proverbs 23:4 Labour not to be rich: 

cease from thine own wisdom.  
 
     b.Proverbs 30:8-9 
     8  Remove far from me vanity and lies: give 

me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with 
food convenient for me:  

     9  Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, 
Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and 
steal, and take the name of my God in vain. 

 
     c. Luke 18:25 For it is easier for a camel to 

go through a needle's eye, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

 
6. Every word I preach to you about finances is 
designed by the Lord and desired by me to 
bless you; not to harm you or take from you. 
 
7. It is exactly the same as what Paul told the 
Philippians.   
Philippians 4:17  Not because I desire a gift: 
but I desire fruit that may abound to your 
account.  
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8. Rich is, of course, a very relative term.  
Seldom do rich people think themselves rich 
because they always know of someone richer. 
 
9. If God chooses to make you rich, that’s great; 
Only He knows whether you can handle it or not. 
 
10. There is a term in scripture that perfectly 
describes what I truly hope to see financially in your 
life. 
Luke 15:17 And when he came to himself, he 
said, How many hired servants of my father's 
have bread enough and to spare… 
 
I want to see each and every one of you have 
enough and to spare. 
 
11. I would like to see each of you prosper just 
like wished the Apostle John.  
3John 1:2  Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be in health, 
even as thy soul prospereth.  
 
12. Let us also remember how essential it is 
that you become one who properly manages 
all the finances that God gives you. 
Luke 16:10-12 He that is faithful in that which 
is least is faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 
11If therefore ye have not been faithful in the 
unrighteous mammon [money], who will 
commit to your trust the trueriches? 
12And if ye have not been faithful in that which 
is another man's, who shall give you that which 


