
THEY POINT US TO CHRIST 

Introduction 

Every Christmas and Easter we celebrate the same things. They do not change as the years pass. 

Those are historical events, and we are custodians of their message.  

The gospel of our Lord Jesus is a deposit entrusted to us by God. It is our responsibility to spread the 

message and hand it on intact to our successors. We are not at liberty to change it, for it is not a 

human construct. 

There are aspects of the message that are more relevant at some times than at others, e.g. when a 

person is unaware of their natural condition they must be told about sin and judgement, and about 

the position to which God has appointed Christ Jesus. When that person becomes concerned to be 

forgiven we must emphasise the work of Christ in dying for sinners and God’s call to believe in Christ 

and receive salvation. The special love of God should be emphasised when we are dealing with his 

people. But the gospel as a whole cannot be changed.  

We change. Our circumstances change. Sometimes we are tempted to change the gospel but that is 

impossible. The writer of Hebrews was concerned for people whose circumstances were changing 

and they were being tempted to change in ways that are not appropriate. He emphasises that ‘Jesus 

Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever’. To help them he reminded them of their leaders – 

those who had brought the gospel to them in the first place. They are a concrete example of the 

blessed influence of the unchanging gospel.  

Remember those who brought you the gospel 

We, too, can remember. These are precious memories and it is right that we would sometimes think 

about those people. It is not just sentimental, it can be spiritually helpful. We should not be 

uncritical – they were as capable of making mistakes as we are. But we admire their godliness and 

are thankful for what they taught us.  

The main reason this writer tells us to remember is not for gratitude, it is to help us persevere in the 

faith. It is their faith we are called to imitate.  

So we remember: what they believed concerning Christ Jesus – his coming into the world to die for 

sinners; his resurrection by the power of God; his teaching and call to holy living; his power to save 

now that he has all power in heaven and on earth; his comfort and protection for his people; his 

command to make disciples of all nations; and his coming again to judge the world when God’s 

kingdom is complete.  

Remember ‘the outcome of their conduct’. That is more than their triumphant death. It is the sum 

total of their Christian life. The story of a person’s life is a blend of many things.  

Remember how they had no confidence in their own ability to put matters right between 

themselves and God. Remember their complete confidence in what Jesus did by dying for them to 

put their sin away. Remember how they put Jesus at the top of their agenda – their entire life took 

its direction from his promises and his commands. Remember how they consciously lived to please 

him, keeping his word. Remember how they were willing to suffer loss for his sake. Remember the 

brotherly love they showed. Remember their humility, joy, and peace. Remember how others 

respected their faith. Remember how Jesus comforted and helped them. Remember how they kept 

the faith to their dying moment, confident in his grace and awaiting his return.  



Imitate their faith 

This is a call to be disciples of Jesus just as they were. Paul writes, ‘Brethren, join in following my 

example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.’ For the avoidance of doubt this 

is not authoritarian, it is intended to help our faith.  

Since this is written to Christian people we assume they already had faith in Christ Jesus. This is a call 

to continue in that faith and not be moved from it.  

Times change and we can unwittingly move away from a position we held before. That is why we 

find it helpful to remember the faith we heard and saw when we first knew Christ. We are not in 

exactly the same position as those early Christians, however. They heard the faith directly from 

Jesus’ apostles; we only heard it second hand. Therefore it is not enough to go back to our traditions 

– we must study the apostolic faith as we find it in the Bible.  

Beware of distractions 

There are many thanks that can distract us from the faith.  

It can be personal experience. Asaph was almost carried away from God by his experience of 

constant trouble and the sight of godless men prospering. We too may have experiences that 

challenge our faith. His answer was to go to God’s sanctuary. That is our wisdom too. Join God’s 

people around his word; don’t bottle it up or look for answers in your own mind – this is Christianity, 

not Buddhism.  

The New Testament frequently mentions things that were distracting disciples. Writing to the church 

in Colossae Paul refers to the idea that certain foods should be important to the Christian and warns 

his readers against that. Healthy eating is good, but some Christians make so much of it that the 

faith of Christ takes second place.  

He also mentions ‘worshipping of angels’. The spirit world is real, but many Christians develop an 

unhealthy interest in either angelic or demonic beings and it becomes a dangerous distraction. That 

is common today. 

Writing to Timothy Paul condemns the idea that certain foods are bad, and that marriage should be 

avoided. He calls that ‘a doctrine of demons’. We have different constitutions, and different callings 

in our relationships, but when these ideas become mainstream or are imposed then they are false 

and dangerous.  

Both John and Peter (among the apostles) refer to sexual licence being promoted in the church, 

often under the guise of the freedom of grace. They condemn it roundly as being opposite to the 

holiness to which God calls us.  

Some in the early church taught that Christ had already come and overthrew the faith of others.  

And there is persecution and the enticement of social success. These have to be seen in perspective. 

There is no merit in suffering, as such. Social success may be a blessing from God. But nothing should 

ever be allowed to distract us from serving Christ, or lead us to silence on matters where Satan is 

trying to undermine the life and witness of the church – whatever these may be.  

Society often expects the church to reflect itself – or at least society’s best qualities. But we must be 

willing to give a social critique even if it causes controversy.  



Some parts of the church give too large a place to theories about the Second Coming; others about 

forms of church government; and others about the days of creation.   

The passage of time brings those matters to our attention; the clamour of their advocates forces or 

attention – we must remember the unchanging gospel. 

Jesus Christ remains the same 

He is the same; his message is the same; and his work is the same.  

The message that ‘he died for our sins’ is as true today as it always was. His distinction between the 

people of God and the people of the world is still valid. His call to repentance, faith, and holiness of 

life is as pressing now as it was then. His reward will be given on his return – whether we live in the 

1st century or the 21st. he did not forsake his apostles; he will not forsake you who believe in him.  

As this year ends the Spirit is calling us here to make Jesus Christ the centre of our faith. Beware of 

other things taking up too much of your religious thinking. What do you listen to? What have you 

been reading? Is there a special interest that has taken up too much of your attention? Do you feel 

you know something that others do not know – but it’s not the main thing?  

Remember that ‘the main things are the plain things. And the plain things are the main things’. God 

says, ‘Seek my face’. Christ speaks from heaven, ‘Let me hear your voice’. As we leave this year let us 

repent our lukewarmness towards Jesus, and resolve to have him at the centre of our attention. 

Study his word and ask for his Spirit to speak in it. Keep believing his words and be careful to keep 

his commands. Love his people because they are his people. Ask to become better acquainted with 

him. Pray to be prepared in heart and mind for that day he will call you to himself and ask for an 

account of your time in his service here.  

The apostles said, ‘We preach Christ crucified’. Let Jesus, his cross and resurrection to glory be your 

theme until you meet him in glory.  


