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KJV – Genesis 29:20-35 

 

“Jacob Meets His Match” 

     Our last lesson left off in verse 20, Jacob was working hard with his uncle Laban for his bride. 

Genesis 29:20 

20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her. 

     The days seemed but a few because of his great love for Rachel. But her price would soon be 
doubled. Verses 21 to 30 record for us the type of character Laban had as far as a father-in-law, 
businessman and a person. Jacob literally meets his match; Laban is a deceitful, manipulative 
trickster yet the LORD God uses Laban in a mighty way to discipline Jacob. 

Genesis 29:21 

21 And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her. 

     Jewish historians have discovered through ancient text that a typical dowry price paid to the 
bride’s family at this time was about 30 to 40 shekels. A normal shepherd of this time only earned 
about 10 shekels a year, so the normal going rate for a wife was three to four year’s wages.  

     We see here that Laban charged Jacob double for the dowry of Rachel, seven years wages. Yet 
Jacob completed his service and fulfilled her days and then requested his bride. 

Genesis 29:22 

22 And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast. 

     Laban prepares the wedding feast and made all the necessary arrangements to fulfill what he 
wanted and not what Jacob had requested and worked for.  

Genesis 29:23-24 

23 And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her. 

24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid. 
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     After the day of the wedding feast in the evening (so actually this would be the beginning of a 
new day) Laban brings in Leah his oldest daughter to Jacob. People ask how he could have not have 
known if he loved Rachael so much; I’m not quite sure, the only thing we can know for sure is that 
God is not finished using Laban to discipline Jacob. This manipulation and deceit would continue for 
another 13 years. 

     It is important to remember the handmaids in this story, because they would play a very 
important role in the bringing about of the children of Israel as well. 

Genesis 29:25 

25 And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 

     Jacob fully expects to be given what he has labored for the past seven years. He is expecting to 
consummate a marriage with Rachel only to wake up the very next morning to her older sister Leah 
as his wife. 

     Doctor Langer has stated in his commentary notes and I very much tend to agree: “that it is 
certainly hard to improve on the KJV English translation at this point with the simple phrase, behold, it 
was Leah.” 

     Jacob knows that he has been deceived. I wonder if any previous memories of his own trickery 
came to mind when he felt the hurt of this deceit? Maybe not just yet because God would still have 
him in school learning for another 13 years at the Uncle’s University of Underhandedness. 

Genesis 29:26 

26 And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 

     Of course if we have the opportunity we can always come up with an excuse, a reason for the 
ends to justify the means. Laban doesn’t ponder on this answer because he has seven long years to 
plan it. He lets Jacob know immediately that their cultural norm was to marry the oldest first.  

     God is using divine Sovereignty as a means of rebuking with the discipline of Jacob here. Jacob 
had previously deceitfully taken the place of the elder and now Leah had deceitfully taken the place 
of the younger. 

     Laban has had seven years to think about the recourse of this action as well. What if Jacob gets 
angry and just decides to leave with Leah. Laban would have lost a daughter and his worker. He has 
already though, been through this because look at what he says next. 

Genesis 29:27 

27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years. 
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     Laban did not want Jacob to leave, he wanted him around to do his work. Yet Laban knew that 
Jacob very much loved Rachel so Laban offered her for seven years as well. 

     It is here we can see very clearly that a period of seven years is often referred to even in other 
places within the Scriptures as a week. Even after Jacob had been beguiled by Laban, his love for 
Rachel was so great that he was willing to work another seven years for this man Laban. 

Genesis 29:28-29 

28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also. 

29 And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. 

     He fulfilled her week also, Jacob was given Rachel and Rachel’s handmade was Bilhah. These two 
handmaids would play a very important role in the life of Jacob. Because of pride and jealously Leah 
and Rachel would not give birth to all twelve sons. Yet these two handmaids would be used in a 
very completive way to bring about all twelve of Jacob’s son.  

Genesis 29:30 

30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet 
seven other years. 

     Jacob was given Rachel and 14 long years has passed with his uncle Laban now. Yet even after 
working all these years and a second time for Rachel the Bible states that he still loved Rachel more 
that Leah. 

Genesis 29:31 

31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 

     Because of Jacob’s feelings toward Rachel, and his hatred toward Leah, God used this situation to 
shape and mold Jacob as well. God opened Leah’s womb and Rachel was barren.  

     It has often been said that Jacob did not really hate Leah only loved her less; what do you think? 
We know that there may have been some deep rooted resentment toward her because of the fact 
Jacob was deceived by her father.  

     He was supposed to receive Rachael yet Laban give him Leah. Jacob was stuck with Leah and had 
to work another seven years for the one he really loved. We also see a better understanding of this 
word “hated” in the naming of the sons later on in the lesson. 

     From Genesis 29:30 through Genesis 30:24 is the list of sons that Jacob would have through his 
two wives and his concubines (the two handmaids, Zilpah and Bilhah) the only one missing within 
this later text is Benjamin who would not be introduced until Genesis 35:18. 
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     Although Jacob was spending more time with Rachael than with Leah, God was blessing Leah and 
made her fruitful. Leah more than likely felt cast aside and unloved because of the lack of attention 
and affection Jacob gave her.  

     It is most important to understand the sons, their births and to whom they were born to. This 
would play a vital role later on even hundreds of years down the road with the dealings and the 
relationship between these 12 tribes of Israel. 

     I have taught you throughout our studies that names play a very important role in the Scriptures. 
The name itself of the child often has a powerful story behind it. Now let’s look at the names of the 
first four sons born unto Leah. 

Genesis 29:32 

32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD 
hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. 

     Leah gave birth to Jacob’s first child, a son. Leah thought that this child would make Jacob love 
her but it wouldn’t. 

     The name Reuben means – the LORD has looked upon my affliction and given me a son. 

Genesis 29:33 

33 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard I was hated, he hath 
therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 

     The second child is born and at this time Jacob still loved Rachael. This too was a son and this son 
was named Simeon. 

     The name Simeon means – the LORD heard that I was hated, I am not loved. 

Genesis 29:34 

34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, 
because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 

     Rachael is still barren and Jacob’s feelings toward his two wives have not changed at all. The 
third son is born of Leah and he was named Levi. 

     The name Levi means – A hope that her husband will be joined to her. 

Genesis 29:35 

35 And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name Judah; and left bearing. 
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     The fourth son born is also born unto Leah. After three boys she thought no doubt that Jacob 
would start to love and favor her but he did not. His love was still toward Rachael and he hated 
Leah. Finally Leah gives birth to Judah and she had come to the point to rejoice in her God.  

     The name Jacob means – Let Him be praised / or He will be praised. (speaking of the LORD). 

     Jacob loved Rachael and hated Leah, yet God chose to richly bless Leah. Two of her sons would 
grow strong and have a great lineage through the Sovereign blessings and grace of Almighty God. 
All four of the boys and their tribes would be blessed and watched over yet God through this 
unloved woman would bring about the tribe of Levi; out of which would come Moses, and the first 
priest Aaron. 

     From her fourth son Judah, God would be praised and from this tribe would come King David and 
28 generations later the incarnation of the KING of kings, the LORD Christ.  

     We learn that God’s choice to bless is not made by human standards. In fact, God works for, how 
and to whom He wills; things or people that humans reject by man’s standards God works.  

     The afflicted, the downcast and the troubled that man looks upon with no compassion and no 
hope, God works. 

     The oppressed, the rejected and the defeated, God works.  

     Those who find themselves in such circumstances can by faith look to God, who is Sovereign. His 
blessings cannot be gained by bargaining or striving in your own self will for them, his blessings 
come when you draw nigh unto Him.  

James 4:8 

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 
hearts, ye double minded. 

 


