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The Crucifixion’s Aftermath 

Mark 15:40 to Mark 16:8 

Series:  Christ our Focus 

 

1. Introduction: 

a. After the crucifixion of Christ, we are privy to an incredible account 

of faithfulness and fearfulness. 

b. The following portion of Scripture is presented in the Markian 

Sandwich method of teaching: 

i. A
1
 – The women at the cross – verses 40-41 

ii. B – Joseph of Arimathea before Pilate – verses 42-46 

iii. A
2
 – The women at the tome – verses 47 to Mark 16:8 

c. The boldness of Joseph of Arimathea is set in contrast to the 

fearfulness of the women.   

i. The women watch from a distance, on Easter they are anxious, 

distressed, and fearful. 

ii. Joseph does not merely watch, but acts with resolve 

iii. He takes the body of Jesus – symbolically an act of communion 

 

2. Verses 40-41 –Women following 

a. Verse 41 – we see that this women were looking from a distance.   

i. They are spectators and not participators – Great danger present 

1. Psalms 38:11My friends and companions stand aloof 

from my plague, and my nearest kin stand far off. 

2. Fear can keep a disciple of Christ from his/her duty 

b. Verse 42 –They were followers of Christ 

i. They were watching at a distance but even distance is better 

than absence.  (Disciples) 

ii. They had been disciples from the beginning and now in a 

moment of weakness, they too failed the Lord.   

 

3. Verses 42-43 – Joseph of Arimathea 

a. It was Roman tradition to allow the crucified to remain on the cross 

until they decomposed as a stark warning to everyone else.   

b. However, because of Jewish custom they allowed the Jews to bury 

their dead.   

c. Verse 42 –  
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i. Respected member – Joseph forsakes the council and his own 

standing in order to be identified with his master – he is not 

following at a distance 

ii. Looking for the Kingdom – He was a convert 

iii. Took courage – The death of Christ emboldens believers.  If 

Christ can give all for me, then I give all for Christ. 

iv. Went to Pilate – There is an incredible risk here.  

v. Asked – in order to give the body a proper burial not matching 

with his death.   

 

4. Verses 44-45 – Pilate’s disbelief 

a. By releasing the body to such a burial, the governor exonerates Christ.   

 

5. Verse 46 – True discipleship 

a. True discipleship comes at a  cost 

i. Luke 14:27  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 

after me cannot be my disciple. 

b. There was a cost to his standing 

c. Joseph, takes the body down – in doing so the body of Christ, the 

blood, and the sweat are all transferred over unto Joseph.   

d. A rich man’s tomb – again we see the cost 

 

6. Verse 47 to 16:1 

a. Verse 47 – again they follow at a distance 

i. Deuteronomy 25:17-18  "Remember what Amalek did to you 

on the way as you came out of Egypt,  (18)  how he attacked 

you on the way when you were faint and weary, and cut off 

your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not 

fear God. 

b. Stragglers are susceptible to attacks, fear, destruction, and failure. 

 

7. Verses 2-4 – Anxiety 

a. The women are in a state of anxiety – who will roll away the stone. 

i. This is also due to the absence of the men. 

ii. The picture of the discipleship of the men and women is of 

abject failure and disappointment. 

b. When they get there though, the stone has been rolled away. 

i. The removal of the stone suggests that in all respects the 

resurrection of Jesus is entirely god’s work.  The human role in 

the event is that of witness, not worker.   
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8. Verses 5-6 – An Angel 

a. Notice the Women’s reaction of unbelief –  

i. Alarmed – again there is disbelief. 

ii. Mark 9:31-32  for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 

"The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of 

men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three 

days he will rise." (32)  But they did not understand the saying, 

and were afraid to ask him. 

b. You seek Jesus – this is also a reproach for the angel informs them of 

the very thing that Christ told them would happen 

c. They are invited to investigate the empty tomb.   

 

9. Verse 7 – Directions 

a. Go tell the disciples –  

i. Christ does not utterly cast them out because of their earlier 

failure. 

b. And Peter – The words of Grace from God include a traitor like Peter.  

We, the readers of the Gospel, may be assured that it includes those of 

their community who have also failed Christ.   

c. Just as he told you – walking in obedience 

 

10. Verse 8 – The Women’s fearfulness 

a. They are commanded to speak and yet fears grips them 

i. Fear is a terrible enemy of the Christian 

ii. The command Scripture is to fear not. 

1. Joshua 1:9  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever 

you go." 

 

11. Benediction –  

a. 2 Timothy 1:6-8  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 

gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands,  (7)  

for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-

control.  (8)  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our 

Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by 

the power of God, 


