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Message:   Inheriting with Christ the Glory of God, Part 5
Text:         Revelation  22:1-5

Introduction 

  A.  Last week we passed along a word from the Lord that His vision and plan for TRB is our 
relocation and consolidation with His other churches in the New Eden in the New 
Heaven’s and earth when Jesus returns for us. 

Revelation 22:1   Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming
from the throne of God and of the Lamb,  in the middle of its street. On either side of the 2

river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  There will no longer be any 3

curse;

  B.  Christ’s point in giving us this vision is to encourage us to overcome sin, Satan, and the 
world under Satan’s power by clinging to Christ, overcoming the world by our faith in 
Him that conforms to Him.

Revelation 2:7  'He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of
God.' 

1 John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory
that has overcome the world-- our faith. 

  C.  Last week we only had time to focus on this one point from 22:1-5

   I.  22:1-3a  The church’s new address - God’s new Eden 

  D.  Today we want to focus on the second major point taken from Christ’s vision for us.  What 
is it that we will be doing in the New Eden, in the New Heaven’s and earth?  What will 
be our vocation, our calling?

II.  22:3b-5  The church as God’s new royal priesthood 

  A.  The “service” the saints render to God is that of priestly worship (the verb “latreuo,” often 
used of serving God or gods in general, is also used of priestly temple service).  We saw 
in chapter 21 that the church, the bride of Christ, God’s holy city, was in the shape of a
cube (21:16), which was the shape of the holy of holies in Solomon’s temple (1 Kings
6:20; Rev. 21:16).  That the service being performed by believers before God’s throne
will be temple service has already been made explicit in a previous vision of the new
heavens and earth in chapter 7.



Hebrews 13:10 We have an altar from which those who serve (latreuo) the tabernacle
have no right to eat.

Revelation 22:3 There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve (latreuo) Him;

Revelation 7:15 "For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve
(latreuo) Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread
His tabernacle over them.

  B.  As the high priest bore the name of God on his forehead during his temple service (holy to
Yahweh), so all God’s bond-servants will bear His name on their foreheads.

Revelation 22:4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.

Exodus 28:36 "You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the
engravings of a seal, 'Holy to the LORD.' 37 "You shall fasten it on a blue cord, and it
shall be on the turban; it shall be at the front of the turban. 38 "It shall be on Aaron's
forehead, ....

      1.  What is pictured as a seal, God’s name on our foreheads, is a symbol of God’s Holy Spirit 
by which were are sealed for the day of redemption.  This “sealing is taking place in this 
present age by God’s grace to us.

Revelation 7:2 And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the
seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it
was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or
the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads."  And 4

I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed
from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

Ephesians 4:30   Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption. 

Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name and the name of His
Father written on their foreheads.

      2.  That this sealing unto priestly service in God’s eternal presence is not limited to 144,000
Jews is evident from the promise of this sealing/name on the foreheads of all of God’s
servants at the beginning of Revelation, pictured as fulfilled at the end of Revelation,
where we share in the blessings of Christ, our High Priest, forever.  As the high priest
never left the temple, neither will we leave God’s holy temple.

Revelation 3:12   'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My



God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name. 

Leviticus 21:10  'The priest who is the highest among his brothers, ... shall not uncover
his head nor tear his clothes; ...  nor shall he go out of the sanctuary nor profane the 12

sanctuary of his God ...

Psalm 23:6  Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

      3.  22:4  They will see His face - the hope of the righteous.

Revelation 22:3 ... and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-
servants will serve Him;  they will see His face, and His name will be on their 4

foreheads. 

Psalm 11:7 For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; The upright will behold
His face.

Psalm 27:4 One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I shall seek: That I may dwell
in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD
and to meditate in His temple.

      4.  22:5 Nor will we have to keep the lampstand in the temple continually burning, for Christ, 
the light of the world, will be the eternal light giving lamp.

Revelation 22:5  And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the
light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and
they will reign forever and ever. 

Revelation 21:23   And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for
the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

  C.  How shall we now respond to God’s vision for us as a kingdom priests serving Him forever? 
If this is what we sincerely desire, as God does, then we will desire to serve Him as
priests now.

      1.  Not only will all believers serve God as a royal priests in the future.  All believers are to 
serve God as His kingdom of priests now, in this present age.  Notice that Christ, by His
blood, has already enabled and made us to presently serve as priests to His God and
Father.

Revelation 1:5 ... To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood-- 6

and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father-- to Him be the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.



 
Revelation 5:9 ...  You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from
every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  "You have made them to be a kingdom 10

and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth." 

      2.  As priests we presently have direct access to the holy of holies, through our mediator, 
Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 10:19  Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place
by the blood of Jesus,  by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through 20

the veil, that is, His flesh,  and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  let 21  22

us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, ....
1 Timothy 2:5  For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus, 

      3.  As priests to God, we are to offer up our whole selves as holy, living sacrifices to God.

Romans 12:1  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual (logikos)
service of worship (latreia).

The doctrine of the priesthood of all believers which the Protestant Reformers 
reemphasized from the Scriptures should not be relegated to a mere slogan of the past, but 
should impact how we live our lives each day, including how we operate in our daily 
work and vocations.  Martin Luther wrote ...

A shoemaker, a smith, a farmer, each has his manual occupation and work; and yet, at 
the same time, all are eligible to act as priests.

We are to offer all honorable work unto the Lord.  The honorable work of a manual 
laborer offered as service to God is no less pleasing to God than the work of his/her 
foreman, manager, company CEO or owner.  This enables us to endure the most menial, 
monotonous, unpleasant tasks while serving the Lord with gladness.

Colossians 3:22   Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with
external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the
Lord.  Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for 23

men,  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is 24

the Lord Christ whom you serve. 

      4.  As priests we offer up sacrifices of prayers to God.  Since God will not hear the prayers of 
the unbelieving world, who else can intercede for the people of the world?

Revelation 8:3  Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and
much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints



on the golden altar which was before the throne.  And the smoke of the incense, with 4

the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. 

Psalm 141:2   May my prayer be counted as incense before You; the lifting up of my
hands as the evening offering. 

1 Timothy 2:1  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,  for kings and all who are in authority, so 2

that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.  This is good and 3

acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  who desires all men to be saved and to come 4

to the knowledge of the truth. 

      5.  As priests we offer up sacrifices of  worship, thanksgiving, and praise to God, and selfless 
service to others on behalf of God.

Hebrews 13:15   Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  And do not neglect doing 16

good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Philippians 4:18   But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am
amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 

      6.  As priests we speak the word of God to one another and to the world.

Malachi 2:7   "For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek
instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 

Ephesians 5:18 ... be filled with the Spirit,  speaking to one another in psalms and 19

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, a royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY
NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

      7.  As priests we have a ministry of reconciling people to God and to one another.  Old 
Testament priests did this through sacrificial rituals.  We do it by reconciling people to 
God and one another through Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:18   Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,  namely, that God was in 19

Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors 20

for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. 



Philippians 4:2   I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 3

Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my
struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

      8.  As priests we offer up to God the people of the nations who come to faith in Christ 
through our proclaiming the Gospel.

Romans 15:15   But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you
again, because of the grace that was given me from God,  to be a minister of Christ Jesus 16

to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the
Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

      9.  As priests we offer up ourselves to God as sacrifices for the faith of the people of God.

Philippians 2:17  But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all. 

2 Timothy 4:6  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure has come. 

Conclusion

  A.  Whatever is our present occupation, we are to offer up to God through Christ all that we are 
and do in a way that is pleasing to Him.

  B.  Christ has made us priest to His God and Father.  Our response is to present ourselves 
wholeheartedly to God.  Let this be our prayer ...

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
Lord use our voices
Lord use our hands
Lord use our lives they are Yours
We are an offering
All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You
We give to You
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