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Message #28                                                                                                                  Luke 7:1-10

The object of Jesus Christ has always been to get people to believe in Him.  This was true when 
He was physically here presenting Himself to Israel and this is true today.  The things He did and
the things He taught were for the purpose of getting people to believe in Him.

The reason why He wanted people to believe in Him is because He is the only God-Savior-
Messiah-King.  He is the only one who can save people from their sins and give people the 
righteousness they must have if they are to have a relationship with a Holy God.

All of those amazing miracles were designed to get people to believe in Him, but the tragedy is 
that most people who actually saw those miracles did not believe in Him.  But Dr. Luke shares a 
couple of researched stories from the life of Jesus Christ that were amazing.  The point to clearly 
see here is this:

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY ONE WORTHY OF YOUR FAITH AND THE POWER-
FUL AND MIRACULOUS THINGS HE DID WHILE HERE ON EARTH PROVES IT.

Jesus Christ has the complete authority and power of God because He is God.  He has the ability 
to give life to those dead.  He has the ability to save any sinner from all sins and the stories here 
prove that.  Two times in Gospels Christ commends for faith in Him: 1) The Canaanite woman 
(Matt. 15:28); 2) The Centurion man (Luke 7:1-10).

There are two major miraculous events that took place when Jesus Christ was in a couple of 
cities in Galilee that clearly demonstrate this truth.  We will look at one today:

MIRACULOUS EVENT #1 – Jesus heals the centurion’s sick servant which clearly proves
                                                      His words have the power to give life.  7:1-10

Verse 1 opens by Luke pointing out that before Jesus went back to Capernaum, “He had 
completed all His discourse.”  Jesus Christ was focused on His teaching ministry.  He took His 
teaching ministry very seriously and He would not leave a place until He completed teaching 
everything they needed to hear and know.  That is the stress of these words.  He had been totally 
focused on His teaching to Israel and now He was about to learn of some fruit of that with a 
Gentile.

This fact about Jesus Christ should motivate any who are after a true Christ-like ministry to 
be very careful about their teaching.  A true Christ-like minister will give careful attention to 
teaching the “whole counsel of God.”  

This is an important point to see.  Many ministers bale out of their ministries and leave people, 
not having taught them much of anything.  Well a true minister will not leave an area until he has
“completed His discourse” and taught the people what they need to know.  

Now much of that will be determined by whether or not the people want to be taught.  However, 
if they do, then the minister must carefully and accurately “complete all His discourse.”  
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What is so tragic is to find people who have gone to church for years and they have never been 
taught the books of the Bible or doctrines.  What they hear week in and week out is not worthy 
of their attendance.  Just a couple of weeks ago a minister cut up a pair of Nike shoes in the 
pulpit in Alabama.  Last week a minister in Memphis, Tennessee, floated into his sanctuary on 
a zip line to the roar of the crowd.  When I heard that, the first thing I said is I’ll bet it was a 
Baptist, and it sure was.  His job was to preach and teach the Word of God, but frankly, in most 
Baptist churches that doesn’t happen, because the ministers don’t do it.

Well Capernaum was a city in which Christ performed many of His greatest miracles (Luke 
4:31-36, 38-39).  Matthew informs us that because of all of the miracles Christ performed in 
Capernaum, Capernaum was more accountable.  He also informs us that the majority of people 
in Capernaum rejected Jesus Christ and would end up in hell (Matt. 11:23-24).

According to verse 2, there was a centurion who had a slave or employee working for him, who 
he highly regarded.  This slave was a good, loyal employee and this centurion cared about him. 
Now the slave was very sick and was about to die.  Again keep in mind Dr. Luke is recording 
this, so when he says he was about to die, as a medical doctor would know, this servant was sick 
and about to die and the centurion did not want that to happen.  

Now there are six historical facts worth noting about the centurion:
1) A centurion did not have any specific nationality.
2) He was a highly paid military man–average soldier–75 denarii; centurion–3,750-7,500 denari.
3) He was not a Jew but he loved the Jews. (7:5a)–don’t know nationality except he 
       was not Jewish, but he built the Jewish synagogue.
4) He had approximately 100 soldiers under his command–under Herod Antipas.
5) He worked for Rome–Romans did not serve in Galilee until A.D. 44.  Rome hired centurions.
6) He was a rough, tough, worldly man.

Now this centurion cared about those who worked for him and he obviously had a very 
compassionate heart for this one servant who was dying.  Dr. Luke is clear to point out that his 
servant was about to die.  As Darrell Bock said, “his life is hanging by a thread.”  

What we learn about this centurion is that it is possible to have a lot of money, power and 
authority and still be a very caring person for those who work for you.

According to verse 3, the centurion heard about Jesus and His power.  I am certain that this 
centurion had brought in the best doctor he knew, but the fact is, his servant was dying.  Well he 
heard about Jesus and he sent some Elders from the local Jewish synagogue to Capernaum to 
request that Jesus come and save the life of his servant.

Now we might ask, well why didn’t he go?  Well it is not for the reasons most think.  He did not 
go himself for three reasons:
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Reason #1 - Because he recognized the importance of Israel and he was not Jewish.  7:5

This centurion was a Gentile and he realized that Jesus’ program was aimed at Jews, not 
Gentiles.  This man realized that the primary focal point of Christ’s ministry at this time was to 
Israel.  

There is something very important to see here and that is if you are not a Jew, but you recognized
the importance of Israel and the Jewish people and you honor that, God will do great things for 
you.  God always honors those who honor Israel.

Reason #2 - Because he recognized the unworthiness of himself to be in Jesus’ presence.  7:6

This centurion was a tough, worldly, sinful man and he was honest about that.  This centurion 
saw himself as an unworthy sinner, who was not even deserving of seeing Jesus Christ.  Those 
who will see God do great things are those who always see themselves as unworthy sinners.  
They are never self-righteous arrogant Pharisees.

The irony of this is that the centurion sees himself as unworthy, and the Jewish emissaries that he
sends see him as being worthy.

Reason #3 - Because he recognized the Divine power of Christ’s Word.  7:7

The centurion knew the power of the Word of Jesus Christ.  He knew that He could just speak 
a word concerning his slave and he would be healed.  He fully believed that.  This rough, non- 
Jewish man realized Jesus Christ could speak things into existence.  He could speak healing into 
existence.

It is no wonder many people never see God do much of anything.  They don’t honor Israel; they 
don’t admit their own unworthiness and they don’t really believe God’s Word.

Well the centurion sent some Jewish elders to go to Christ to ask Him to come save the life of his
slave.  According to verses 4-5, the Jewish Elders went to Christ and not only to ask Him, but to 
lobby in behalf of the centurion’s sick servant.  

The irony of this is that the centurion sees himself as being unworthy (7:6-7) and the Jewish 
elders see him as being very worthy (7:4), to the point that they travel to see Jesus.  Now these 
Elders were probably synagogue leaders.  They obviously held some high religious position.  

Now in their appeal to Jesus Christ, the Elders state that there are two noteworthy, commendable 
actions of this centurion that merit them being there:
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(Action #1) - This centurion loved Israel.  7:5a

Most Romans referred to the Jews as a “filthy race.”  This centurion loved the Jewish people.  He
must have realized the special importance Israel had in the sight of God.  Although the text does 
not say he loved Israel’s God or he loved Jesus Christ.  He loved Israel.

Now the verb that they use for “love” is agape, which is the highest kind of love there is.  So this 
centurion loved Israel at the highest possible level.  He apparently always thought through what 
was the best thing to do for Israel.  

(Action #2) - This centurion built a synagogue.  7:5b

Rome was known for destroying Jewish synagogues, but this Roman centurion built it so the 
Jews could have a place of worship.  He was obviously a man who had a lot of money and he 
was very generous with it.  He was a wealthy man and he underwrote the entire building of the 
synagogue.  He wanted these Jews to have a nice place of worship.

The word “built” is a word that would seem to indicate he literally oversaw the building of this 
synagogue.  He may have had his guys build the synagogue while he underwrote the project.

According to verse 6, Jesus decided to go with these Jewish elders back to meet this man.  Now 
apparently this touched the heart and mind of Jesus Christ.  Christ was touched by a different 
reason.  The Jewish leaders were moved by the centurion’s love, which was the emotional.  
The Jewish leaders were moved by the centurion’s generosity, which was the physical.  Jesus 
was moved by the centurion’s faith, which was the spiritual.

Verses 6-7 inform us that Christ headed to the man’s home and when the centurion knew he was 
coming, he sent some of his friends to meet Christ and tell Him that He need not bother to come 
all the way to his house.  

There were contextually three reasons for this:

Reason #1 - Because he did not consider himself worthy to have the Lord come to his house. 
                       7:6b

Some have suggested that the centurion was embarrassed by his home.  Truth is, he probably had
a beautiful home with servants.  He saw himself as so unworthy that he didn’t even want Jesus to
step one foot into his home.

His home was not a perfect home.  Life in the privacy of his home did not always glorify God.  
He didn’t want Jesus even there.  
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Reason #2 - Because he did not consider himself worthy to have the Lord see him.  7:7a

This was the reason he did not go himself to see Jesus.  He did not even feel worthy enough to 
be in His presence.  This is fascinating.  He does not see himself as worthy and yet the Jews are 
appealing to Jesus saying this is the most worthy man on earth (7:4).  

Reason #3 - Because he did believe in the power of Christ’s Word.  7:7b

This centurion so believed in the power of Jesus Christ as God that he knew He could speak a 
healing even though physically He was a great distance away.  Psalm 107:20 says, “He sent His 
word and healed them.”  That is all anyone needs for healing or blessing.  God simply has to say 
it and speak it into existence.

In fact, verse 8 begins with the conjunction “for” which explains the kind of power that he 
believed.  He believed that Jesus Christ had the kind of power that could speak something in and 
out of existence.  The centurion realized Jesus was God and he knew Jesus could speak healing 
into existence.

We believe the same thing in this church.  Every week we meet and the ladies meet and we pray 
for the sick and we truly believe that even though Jesus Christ is physically in heaven right now, 
He can heal from a distance.

Now the centurion explains from a practical perspective his thinking about this.  As one 
commentator said, he makes a “minor-to-major comparison.”  This centurion was under the 
authority of Rome and yet he was in charge of many men.  He was a centurion who could 
command things and men would obey him.  He knew that Jesus was God, who could command 
anything and it would happen.

This must have been a wonderful moment for Jesus Christ.  Finally someone on earth figured out
who He was and what He had the power to do.  What a wonderful contrast to the proud, religious
world.

Here was a Roman, Gentile, hard-core sinner who had a better grasp of the Person and Power of 
Jesus Christ as God than all the Jewish religious people who were going to church.  This man 
saw the truth about Himself and he saw the truth about Jesus Christ.

Verse 9 shows us the response of Jesus Christ.  This is a very emotional response that He had to 
this man.  He was amazed by the faith of this centurion, whom He had never seen or met.

Now when Jesus heard this, according to verse 9, He marveled and turned to the massive crowd 
following Him and said, “I have not found this kind of great faith in all of Israel.”
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Now what kind of faith was He talking about?  It cannot be the faith to perform miracles because
the whole crowd following Him believed He could do that.  The faith of this centurion was 
that Jesus Christ was God and that He could speak things into existence.

Christ says so far I have not seen anything like the faith of this man in the entire nation of Israel. 

According to verse 10, when the servants got back to the centurion’s house, the slave was 
completely healed.  He was in “good health.” 

The real focus of this passage was not the healing of the servant; it was the faith of the centurion.
In fact, it is interesting that Dr. Luke does not look back to the healing, but emphasizes the new 
good health of the slave.

Now the word that Luke uses for “good health” is a word that Paul used in the Pastoral letters 
eight times to refer to healthy teaching.  So this passage is specifically designed to present 
healthy truth about Jesus Christ.  Here is truth that can heal your heart, mind and soul.

Jesus Christ is the God/Savior/Messiah/King.  He can speak cleansing and healing and salvation 
into existence in your life, if you will believe in Him and call out to Him.


