
Sermon #66 — Isaiah Series 

 

Title:   “A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE” 

 

Text:   Isaiah 22:1-25 

Subject:  Eliakim — A Type of Christ 

Date:    Sunday Evening — December 9, 2018 

Readings: Jimmy Bowman and Dave Burge 

Introduction: 

 

Reading the 22nd chapter of the Gospel of Isaiah, we 

are given instruction by God the Holy Ghost about 

“the valley of vision.” — “The Valley of Vision” is 

Jerusalem. Jerusalem is called “the valley of vision” 

because Jerusalem was the place where God’s 

prophet was found. There, in “the valley of vision,” 

he gave out the Word of God to the people. There the 

seer gave out his vision as he had received it from the 

Lord. — “The Valley of Vision” is “the house of 

God, which is the church of the living God, the 

pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 

That is where you will find God’s prophet. And that 

is where you will hear God’s message. — Let’s read 

the prophet’s message “in the valley of vision.” 

Isaiah, the prophet of God, writing by divine 

inspiration gives us this word from God. 
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(Isaiah 22:1-3) “The burden of the valley of 

vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art 

wholly gone up to the housetops? (2) Thou that 

art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, a joyous city: 

thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor 

dead in battle. (3) All thy rulers are fled together, 

they are bound by the archers: all that are found 

in thee are bound together, which have fled from 

far.”  

 

Without are fightings. Within are wars. But they will 

never destroy the holy city. But Jerusalem is in 

trouble when the professed people of God, those 

who are called the church of God are a people who 

have forsaken God, his gospel, his Christ, his 

glory, and his Word. Instead of worshipping God 

and seeking his glory, the church of the 21st century 

is brought to her knees under the judgment of God, as 

Isaiah here portrays her, by the frivolity of 

disobedience and idolatry — dancing on the housetop 

while the foundations of the house crumble and her 

walls fall. 
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For this Isaiah wept. He had faithfully warned his 

people of the judgment they brought upon themselves 

with weeping eyes and broken heart. And when the 

judgment came he wept the more. — Read on. 

 

(Isaiah 22:4-7) “Therefore said I, Look away 

from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to 

comfort me, because of the spoiling of the 

daughter of my people. (5) For it is a day of 

trouble, and of treading down, and of 

perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the 

valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and 

of crying to the mountains. (6) And Elam 

(Persians/Iranians) bare the quiver with chariots 

of men and horsemen, and Kir (a city in modern 

Iran) uncovered the shield. (7) And it shall come 

to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of 

chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves 

in array at the gate.” 

 

When judgment begins at the house of God, 

faithful prophets and faithful people are found 

weeping before the Altar of the Lord (Joel 2:17-

18). 
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(Joel 2:17-18) “Let the priests, the ministers of 

the LORD, weep between the porch and the 

altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O 

LORD, and give not thine heritage to reproach, 

that the heathen should rule over them: 

wherefore should they say among the people, 

Where is their God? (18) Then will the LORD be 

jealous for his land, and pity his people.” 

 

Read Isaiah 22:8-11. 

 

(Isaiah 22:8-11) “And he discovered the 

covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that 

day to the armour of the house of the forest. (9) 

Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of 

David, that they are many: and ye gathered 

together the waters of the lower pool. (10) And 

ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and 

the houses have ye broken down to fortify the 

wall. (11) Ye made also a ditch between the two 

walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have 

not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had 

respect unto him that fashioned it long ago.”  
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OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 

 

I want you to understand something about the record 

of Israel’s history which God the Holy Spirit inspired 

the prophets of old to give us. While each piece of 

history recorded in the Old Testament is precisely 

true and accurate, this Book was not written to teach 

us history lessons. It was written of God… 

• To show us our sin and need of Christ. 

• To reveal God’s salvation in Christ, by the 

blood, righteousness, grace, and power of God in 

Christ. 

• And to teach us about the life that is ours in 

Christ, spiritual life, the life of faith in Christ. — 

The Blessedness and Joy of Faith! — The 

Comfort and Peace of Grace! — The Warfare of 

Flesh and Spirit! — The Day by Day Experience 

of Grace! 

• To teach us to look to Christ. 

 

You do not have to be a historian to know the 

Scriptures and profit by them. You do have to be 

born of God and taught of God. You do have to have 

the mind of Christ. 
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I will leave it to others to search out and tell you 

about the historic data to which Isaiah here refers. 

My business, my responsibility, my desire, is to move 

our hearts toward God our Savior in faith, worship, 

love, and devotion. 

 

“The covering of Judah” and “the breaches” in 

the walls of Zion refer to more than physical 

things. They speak of spiritual things, of 

maters that concern you and me today. They 

refer to Judah’s hypocrisy. The inhabitants of 

Jerusalem claimed to trust God. But their actions in 

the face of danger, uncovered their hearts. That was 

what God was determined to do by these instruments 

of evil. 

 

They claimed to trust Jehovah, but they trusted in 

their own strength (Their Arms! — Their Walls! — 

Their Water Supply! — Their Fortifications! — The 

Ditches They Dug!). But, the Lord God declares, 

“You have not looked to me, your Maker, the one 

you claim to trust!” 
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Like Judah, you and I are ever inclined to put on a 

covering to cover our sin. If we are God’s, he will not 

allow it. He will take away our covering of hypocrisy 

(Song of Solomon 5:1-8; Jeremiah 2:19). 

 

(Jeremiah 2:19) “Thine own wickedness shall 

correct thee, and thy backslidings shall reprove 

thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil 

thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 

LORD thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, 

saith the Lord GOD of hosts.” 

 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love, 

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, 

Seal it for Thy courts above! 

 

(Isaiah 22:12-14) “And in that day did the Lord 

GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, 

and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: 

(13) And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, 

and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking 

wine: let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall 

die. (14) And it was revealed in mine ears by the 



Isaiah Series — Isaiah 22:1-25 

“A NAIL IN A SURE PLACE” 

 

8 

LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be 

purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD 

of hosts.” 

 

The God of all grace performs his merciful designs 

toward his people in all ages the same way. He visits 

their offences with the rod and chastens his children 

for their sins. He sends us trouble, sweetly forcing us 

to our knees in prayer. He calls for weeping and 

causes it by his grace. If we seek to deaden the 

strokes of his rod and defy his chastisements, and 

refuse to be healed, blessed be his name, if we are his 

he will not take “no” for an answer! He says in 

Leviticus 26… 

• “I will break the pride of your power!” 

• “Then will I remember my covenant!” 

• “I will not cast thee away, neither will I abhor 

them!” 

• “I am the LORD their God!” 

 

He who is God indeed makes our need his reason 

for grace (Hosea 2:6-20). 
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(Hosea 2:6-20) “Therefore, behold, I will hedge 

up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that 

she shall not find her paths. (7) And she shall 

follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake 

them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find 

them: then shall she say, I will go and return to 

my first husband; for then was it better with me 

than now. (8) For she did not know that I gave 

her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her 

silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal. (9) 

Therefore will I return, and take away my corn 

in the time thereof, and my wine in the season 

thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax 

given to cover her nakedness. (10) And now will 

I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, 

and none shall deliver her out of mine hand. (11) 

I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast 

days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all 

her solemn feasts. (12) And I will destroy her 

vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, 

These are my rewards that my lovers have given 

me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts 

of the field shall eat them. (13) And I will visit 

upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned 
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incense to them, and she decked herself with her 

earrings and her jewels, and she went after her 

lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD. (14) 

Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring 

her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably 

unto her. (15) And I will give her her vineyards 

from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door 

of hope: and she shall sing there, as in the days 

of her youth, and as in the day when she came up 

out of the land of Egypt. (16) And it shall be at 

that day, saith the LORD, that thou shalt call me 

Ishi; and shalt call me no more Baali. (17) For I 

will take away the names of Baalim out of her 

mouth, and they shall no more be remembered 

by their name. (18) And in that day will I make a 

covenant for them with the beasts of the field, 

and with the fowls of heaven, and with the 

creeping things of the ground: and I will break 

the bow and the sword and the battle out of the 

earth, and will make them to lie down safely. 

(19) And I will betroth thee unto me forever; 

yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 

and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in 
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mercies. (20) I will even betroth thee unto me in 

faithfulness: and thou shalt know the LORD.” 

 

Now let’s read Isaiah 22:15-19. 

 

(Isaiah 22:15-19) “Thus saith the Lord GOD of 

hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto 

Shebna, which is over the house, and say, (16) 

What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, 

that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, 

as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, 

and that graveth an habitation for himself in a 

rock? (17) Behold, the LORD will carry thee 

away with a mighty captivity, and will surely 

cover thee. (18) He will surely violently turn and 

toss thee like a ball into a large country: there 

shalt thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory 

shall be the shame of thy lord's house. (19) And I 

will drive thee from thy station, and from thy 

state shall he pull thee down.” 

 

By removing Shebna from his office as treasurer, 

God opened a way by vivid example for Isaiah to 

speak of One infinitely greater than Shebna. 
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Shebna stands here as a representative of every man 

who sets his rest upon anything this side the land of 

promise, the man who places confidence in anything 

short of Christ Jesus, the Lord. Oh, for grace to make 

a better choice than Shebna! 

 

NOT AN ISLAND 

 

Now, learn this. — No man is an island. None of us 

live alone. Just as Hezekiah’s sin and folly affected 

all who were influenced by him, everything we say 

and do affects other people. You and I really do 

affect the lives of others, for good or for evil, 

particularly those who in God’s providence are 

placed under our care and influence. Such is the order 

and constitution of human society that when one man 

sins many suffer. 

• If a father forsakes the worship of God, he leads 

his whole family into hell. 

• If a husband becomes a drunk, his whole family 

suffers the pain, the shame, and the poverty of 

his actions. 

• If a man forsakes his wife or a wife forsakes her 

husband, the whole family suffers. 
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Wise is the man, wise is the woman, who understands 

the consequence of their actions upon others. I am 

sure that before he died Lot wished he had stopped to 

consider the consequences of his actions on his 

family. 

 

Here in Isaiah 22 God called Judah to repentance, 

during the reign of Hezekiah. But the nation had no 

regard for God, his Word, or his prophet, because the 

leaders of the nation under Hezekiah were self-

serving, godless men. The treasurer over the house of 

Israel, Shebna, was singled out by God for his sin. 

Shebna appeared to be “a nail in a sure place.” He 

was the treasurer of the nation, representing all their 

wealth and power. But God pulled him down, 

destroyed him, and set up Eliakim in his place. 

 

ELIAKIM A TYPE 

 

This man, Eliakim, who was exalted in the place of 

Shebna, is set before us in verses 20-25 as a type and 

picture of our Lord Jesus Christ. When Shebna was 
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removed, there was room for Eliakim. And Eliakim 

was fastened by God as “a nail in a sure place.” 

 

(Isaiah 22:20-25) “And it shall come to pass in 

that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the 

son of Hilkiah: (21) And I will clothe him with 

thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and 

I will commit thy government into his hand: and 

he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. (22) And 

the key of the house of David will I lay upon his 

shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; 

and he shall shut, and none shall open. (23) And 

I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he 

shall be for a glorious throne to his father's 

house. (24) And they shall hang upon him all the 

glory of his father's house, the offspring and the 

issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the 

vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. 

(25) In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall 

the nail that is fastened in the sure place be 

removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the 

burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the 

LORD hath spoken it.” 
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Proposition: The Lord Jesus Christ has been set up 

and fastened by God as “A NAIL IN A SURE 

PLACE.” — Upon him we confidently hang the 

weight of our immortal souls. 

 

ELIAKIM AND CHRIST 

 

1st — I want you to see that Eliakim was a type of 

Christ. His name, “Eliakim,” means “my God will 

raise up.” And, as he was raised up to be the ruler 

over the Lord’s house in the days of Hezekiah, so the 

Lord Jesus was raised up and exalted to be Head over 

all things for his church (John 17:1-4; Ephesians 

1:21-23; Philippians 2:8-11). We know that this is the 

way this passage is to be read and understood 

because our Lord Jesus himself uses the very words 

of Isaiah to describe himself. — (Compare verse 22 

with Revelation 3:7). 

 

(Revelation 3:7) “And to the angel of the church 

in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that 

is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of 
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David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and 

shutteth, and no man openeth.” 

 

• The House of David is the Church and Kingdom 

of God. 

• Christ is the Ruler, the King, the Sovereign of 

his Kingdom. 

• Christ is the Only Way, the Only Door of access 

into his Kingdom. — When He opens, none can 

shut. — When He shuts, none can open. 

• Christ’s throne is glorious to his Father’s house 

(v. 23). 

 

So, in his exaltation, Eliakim was a type of Christ. 

But there is more, much more. 

 

SHEBNA REMOVED 

 

2nd — You will notice that before Eliakim could be 

set up Shebna had to be removed, cut off and 

destroyed (vv. 17-18). Shebna, who seemed to be 

fastened like “a nail in a sure place” had to be pulled 

out and discarded, so that Eliakim could be put in his 

place. Even so, in the experience of grace, in order 
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for Christ to be established in the heart there must 

be an overthrow of somebody else. The strong man 

must be bound and the devils of self-righteousness 

must be cast out to make room for Christ in the City 

of Mansoul (Matthew 12:28-29). 

 

Whenever Christ comes into the heart, whenever he 

sets up his throne in the City of Mansoul there is a 

battle that takes place. Every rival to King Jesus must 

be cast out. He will share his throne with no one.  

 

All personal worth, merit, and righteousness must 

be pulled out, cast down, and torn to shreds. All 

men by nature have some kind of righteousness. 

There is no man so vile, but that he still wraps 

himself up in his rags of self-righteousness and 

comforts himself with the belief that his moral, 

spiritual, or religious goodness will stand him in 

good stead with God. 

• Your righteousness must be torn to shreds, every 

stitch unraveled. 

• God will not put the robe of Christ’s 

righteousness on you, until he strips you of your 

own. 
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 Illustration: Adam’s Fig Leaf Apron 

       Paul’s Legal Hopes (Philippians 3) 

 

• Your religious works — Dung! 

• Your moral righteousness — Dung! 

• Your charitable deeds — Dung! 

 

Christ will never go shares in the business of 

salvation. As he was alone in his suffering, he will 

be alone in his saving. 

 

All self-confidence must be cast down, if you 

would trust Christ. 

• Freewill 

• Resolutions 

• Reformations 

 

Some seem to have the idea that we are to trust 

Christ for the past, but look to ourselves for the 

future. Our only hope for the future is Christ. 

• If I am kept Christ is the One who keeps me 

(John 10:27-30). 
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• If I am lost, trusting him, Christ is the one who 

loses me! 

 

Having cast away all self-righteousness and self-

confidence, we must continue to do so as long as 

we live in this world. Though in theory we recognize 

the evil of self-righteousness and despise it, it is 

always the darling idol of our sinful flesh. With both 

hands, we must pull it out, cast it down, and trample 

it under foot. We must look to Christ alone as our 

Savior. Christ is my Savior… 

• Not my Faith! 

• Not my Repentance! 

• Not my Knowledge! 

• Not my Feelings! 

• Not my Faithfulness! 

 

CHRIST THE NAIL 

 

3rd — As Eliakim in the house of Hezekiah, so 

Christ in the palace of heaven is as a nail in a sure 

place. The picture here given is of a large, strong 

nail, fastened as a bracket, or an anchor in a wall, or a 
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post, upon which you might with confidence hang 

anything. 

 

Christ is as a nail fastened by God himself. — “I 

will fasten him as a nail.” Here is a nail upon which 

you may confidently hang the weight of your 

immortal soul. 

• Christ is the Mighty God! 

• Christ is the Mighty Redeemer! 

• Christ is the Mighty Savior! 

 

The gospel is the proclamation of redemption by 

Christ (1 Corinthians 15:3). — Explain Substitution 

• Christ was made sin. 

• Saved sinners are made the righteousness of God 

in him. 

• Washed in e blood of Christ, believing on the 

Son of God, sinners are made free! 

 

The gospel promises salvation to all who believe. 

Trust Christ alone and I tell you that, as God is true, 

you shall never come into condemnation. 

 

Christ is as a nail fastened in a sure place. 
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• In the Covenant of Grace — “The Lamb slain.” 

• In the Word of God — “Let God be true.” 

• In heaven itself — “We have an anchor.” 

 

All the vessels of the Father’s house hang upon 

this one nail, Christ alone. 

• The Small Cups. 

• The Great Flagons.  

• The Safety of all is the nail! 

 

THE GLORY OF THE HOUSE 

 

4th — As Eliakim was the glory of his father’s 

house, so Christ is all the glory of his Father’s 

house (vv. 23-24). 

 

(Isaiah 22:23-24) “And I will fasten him as a nail 

in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious 

throne to his father's house. (24) And they shall 

hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, 

the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small 

quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the 

vessels of flagons.” 
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• Christ is the glory of the Father’s house. 

• And Christ gives his glory to all the Father’s 

house (John 17:5, 22). 

 

CUT DOWN 

 

5th — Now, look at verse 25 and see that as 

Eliakim had to be cut down, so Christ, our mighty 

Nail, that One upon whom the glory of God and 

his house hangs, that One upon whom we hang 

our souls, had to be cut down.  

 

(Isaiah 22:25) “In that day, saith the LORD of 

hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure 

place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and 

the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for 

the LORD hath spoken it.” 

 

The nail in the sure place had to fall. It must be cut 

down. It must be removed. And the burden that was 

upon it must be cut off with it. — What can this 

mean? There is not a hint that any of the vessels 

hanging upon the nail are injured, only “the burden 

that was upon it shall be cut off.” 
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• The burden of our sin was made his burden. 

• All was hung upon him! — Our sin! — Our 

guilt! — Our debt! — Our sentence! 

• When the Nail was removed, cut down, and 

felled by the wrath and justice of God, so too 

was our sin, which he bore in his body on the 

tree (Daniel 9:24-25). 

• Because the Nail fell and rose again, those who 

hang themselves upon this Nail shall never fall 

or be cut off (Isaiah 53:0-12). 

 

Amen. 


