
27:37-40  

37And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF 

THE JEWS Remember, this is a major theme of Matthew—particularly because it opens with the lineage of 

the King and an introduction by the wisemen looking for him. 

 

39 And those who passed by indicating that He was probably crucified near a road. blasphemed Him, 

wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 

Yourself! A person would wonder if John, being the only one who mentions Jesus’ saying here referenced, 

knew that Matthew’s crowd would know of this accusation—thus leaving it out himself. Meanwhile, Matthew’s 

audience would have known—being less removed from the occurrence—about John 2’s record of this prophecy 

here ridiculed by the passers by (and thus needed not mention it). If You are the Son of God, come down 

from the cross.” This is much the same language of Matthew 4 and the temptation of Satan. He often works 

through difficult people. 

 

27:41-43 

42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from 

the cross, and we will believe Him. “We will entrust ourselves to Him as our King if He can save Himself.” Of 

course, if He had come down, He would not be worth trusting for He would have been contrary to the will of 

His Father, in sin, and unqualified to save anybody—let alone from their sin (1:21). 43 He trusted in God; Can 

anybody think of a finer compliment than “He trusts God?” How wonderful! Of course, since so much of this 

comes from Psalm 22, it seems natural to see Psalm 22:9’s reference to Jesus’ trust in God beginning at 

infancy.
1
 They did not think Jesus was correct. They did not think Jesus was on the right side. They did not 

think Jesus was protected by God. Isaiah 53:3-5 says they believed just the opposite. What was undeniable to 

these godless people was at least this: He trusted in God. We spoke of this briefly in our discussion of 

Matthew 2 where Jesus is being carried by the Father out of the grasp of Satan, but I wanted to reintroduce to 

you the reality that Jesus is not only known as the Jehovah in Whom we should trust, but that He is the One 

Who trusted Jehovah! 

 And who can blame Him for trusting the caring Heavenly Father? When the Father has been trustworthy 

to give Jesus safety through Egypt, in raging seas, under the attack of first, Satan and then the demons, and 

numerous attacks on his life…Jesus finds it to be a natural part of His existence to trust the Father…but what 

about when the story isn’t going to turn out just right? 

Jesus found the following to be true about what might happen when they “trust in God.” 

1. One can be trusting in God and have His Words misused (verse 37). 

2. One can be trusting in God and surrounded by lawbreakers (verse 38). 

3. One can be trusting in God and feel worthless (verse 39, 43). 

4. One can be trusting in God and be attacked by Satan (verse 40). 

5. One can be trusting in God and not exerting their rights (verses 40-43). 

6. One can be trusting in God and feel alone (verses 45-46). 

7. One can be trusting in God and be misunderstood (verse 47-49). 

8. One can be trusting in God and die (verse 50). 

 

But when we trust the Father… 

1. We die in the perfect will of God in His perfect timing (verse 50). I provide for you an anecdote: 

 

[After a clear direction from the Lord to missions endeavors in Burma, and] In compliance with a 

hint from Miss Hasseltine, Mr. Judson wrote to her father asking his consent to the proposed union. 

The following extract shows the candor and frankness of Mr. Judson; his devotion of purpose, and 

sense of the sacrifice a parent must make in giving up a daughter under such peculiar circumstances: 

                                                             
1Some measure was taken to show the fulfillment of Psalm 22 in the life of Jesus here: 

http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=1212121937452 [accessed 1/23/17].  

http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=1212121937452


“I have now to ask, whether you can consent to part with your daughter early next spring to see 

her no more in this world; whether you can consent to her departure for a heathen land, and her 

subjection to the hardships and sufferings of a missionary life? whether you can consent to her 

exposure to the dangers of the ocean; to the fatal influence of the southern climate of India; to every 

kind of want and distress; to degradation, insult, persecution, and perhaps a violent death? Can you 

consent to all this, for the sake of Him who left his heavenly home, and died for her and for you — 

for the sake of perishing immortal souls — for the sake of Zion, and the glory of God? Can you 

consent to all this, in hope of soon meeting your daughter in the world of glory with a crown of 

righteousness, brightened by the acclamations of praise which shall redound to her Saviour from 

heathens saved, through her means, from eternal woe and despair?” 

The parent thus honorably addressed, obeyed the voice of duty at the sacrifice of feeling, and 

gave his daughter to the cause of missions, for the sake of the first great Missionary, who had freely 

given his life a ransom for many….love for Christ can loosen the coils of selfishness, and that faith 

can relinquish the brightest jewels of the heart.
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2. People find their way to God (verse 51). 

3. Life finds its way where there ought to be none (verse 52-53). 

4. Truth finds new outlets (verse 54). 

5. Endurance is fostered in the hearts of Christ’s followers (verse 55-56). 

6. Courage is birthed in the life of the timid (verse 57-58). 

7. The body of Christ is honored (verse 59). I refer, in our application of course, to the church (Matthew 

16:18). 

8. Deliverance does, in fact, come (28:1).  

                                                             
2 J. Clement, Memoir of Adoniram Judson: Being a Sketch of His Life and Missionary Labors (Roger Williams 

Heritage Archives, 1853), 24–25. 


