
FBC POWELL, 1-29-17 AM NOTES 
“What the Bible Says About Rewards” 

Various Scriptures 
# 4 in Series, “Living With an Eternal Perspective” 

 
 
“Let temporal things serve your use, but the eternal be the object of your desire.”                            ─Thomas à Kempis (1380-1471) 
 
 
1 Corinthians 15:19 (HCSB) “If we have put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more than anyone.” 
 
 
Colossians 3:2 “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.”  
 
 
2 Corinthians 4:18 “while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Promise of Rewards 
 

Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 
and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not 
break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

 
 

Luke 6:22-23a “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the 
sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.”  
 
 
Revelation 22:12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has 
done.”  
 
 
Hebrews 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He 
is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 
 
 
“Some people have the idea that, no matter how they lived as a Christian, when they die and go to heaven, they will be like 
the giants of the faith. But that idea is not true. An old Puritan preacher used to say, ‘Every vessel in heaven will be filled, but 
some vessels are larger than others.”                                                                                                                ─Warren Weirsbe 
 
 
“Whatever good thing you do for Him, if done according to the word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and coffers, to be 
brought out to be rewarded before men and angels, to your eternal comfort.”                                                       ─John Bunyan 
 
 
 
Rewards aren’t in opposition to God’s grace; they are manifestations of God’s grace.  
 
 
 
Luke 17:10 (NIV) “So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done our duty.’” 
 
 



II.      The Place for Receiving Rewards  
 
 

1 Corinthians 3:13a “their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.”   
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us 
for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 

 
 
 
III.     The Procedure for Receiving Rewards  
 
 

1 Corinthians 3:11 “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”  
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:12-15 “Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  each 
man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the 
quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” 
 
 
Revelation 1:14 “His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:14 “If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.” 
 
 
 

IV.      The Particular Examples of Rewards 
 

A. Crowns 
 

Revelation 4:10-11 (NIV) “the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives 
for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.’” 
 
The Victor’s Crown (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)  
 
The Crown of Rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)  
 
The Crown of Righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8)  
 
The Crown of Life (James 1:12)  
 
The Crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:4)  

 
 
 

B. Levels of Responsibility (Matthew 25:14-30) 
 
 
 
C. The Approval of the Lord (Matthew 25:23) 

  
 



 
First Baptist Church Powell 1-29-2017 AM 
Sermon 4:  What the Bible Says about Rewards 
Various Scriptures 
Series: Living with an Eternal Perspective 
 
I want to begin this message by focusing on the phrase, “an eternal perspective.” It is very easy for us to get 
so caught up in the demands of everyday life that we lose that eternal perspective. I find it necessary to 
remind myself often to see the current day’s events in light of eternity. Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), is 
thought by many to be the greatest intellect America has ever produced. This pastor, college president, and 
missionary, intentionally focused on never losing that eternal perspective. Jonathan Edwards enjoyed 
walking slowly along garden pathways, just praying and meditating. Sometimes he would stop, perhaps pick 
up some little colorful or clear stone he found on the ground, and look through it at the sunlight. Children 
thought he was eccentric and would ask him what he was doing. Edwards would simply reply that he was 
thinking about heaven. Someone described Jonathan Edwards as “having eternity stamped in his eyeballs.” 
[David Jeremiah, Jesus’ Final Warning, page 162]  
I pray that I could be eccentric like that. Oh that every trial, every pleasant experience, every decision I make 
would all be evaluated from an eternal perspective.    
A part of an eternal perspective is keeping before us the truth that there is coming a time for Christians when 
we as God’s stewards or managers will give an account to God (the owner) how we have managed 
everything that He has placed under our control – finances, time, influence, children, etc. This message is 
about that final accounting.  
Randy Alcorn has a very simple but effective way of communicating how to develop that eternal perspective. 
He calls it, “the dot and the line.” The “dot” is our life on earth. Our life on earth has a starting point (at 
conception) and it has an end (physical death). The average lifespan in the United States is 78.8 years. Yet 
compared to eternity, that 78.8 years is like a vapor that quickly vanishes away (James 4:14). Our time in 
eternity has a starting point, but it has no end. Here is the sobering fact that I want to sink in on every one of 
us. What happens in the dot affects the line. At the most basic level, what you do with Jesus in the dot 
determines whether the line will be in heaven or hell. But here is something that so many Christians just do 
not comprehend. How Christians live and what they do in the dot will affect their capacity to enjoy and 
glorify God forever in heaven (the line). I am praying that God would use these truths to wake us up and get 
serious about life in the “dot.” If we do not intentionally focus on the line (eternity), we will become 
obsessed with things in the dot, things that will end up in the junk yard.  
Let’s be honest; all too often heaven isn’t something that we desire and long for; it is just viewed as a better 
alternative than hell. Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471) said, “Let temporal things serve your use, but the 
eternal be the object of your desire.” All too often it is the “temporal” that becomes the object of our desire.  
In this message, we are going to focus on the line, “the eternal,” and my goal is that you will begin to no 
longer put your gaze on the temporal and your glance on the eternal, but that your gaze, your meditation, 
your longing will be on the eternal and your glance will be on the temporal. The Apostle Paul put it this way 
in 1 Corinthians 15:19 (HCSB): “If we have put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more 
than anyone.” Heaven is not just to be our destination; it is to be our motivation! Colossians 3:2: “Set your 
mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” Every day we face the choice of living for 
today or eternity, living for what we can see or living for that which is real, but unseen. All too many 
professing Christians believe that what they see is real, and eternity is unreal. Just the opposite is true! 2 
Corinthians 4:18: “while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for 
the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”  
Edward Gibbon is probably the best known classic historian. His most famous work was The Rise and Fall 
of the Roman Empire. Gibbon (who was not a Christian) set out to determine why Christianity flourished and 
had such a dynamic impact in the Roman Empire in the first several centuries after Christ. He came up with 
five reasons (but I want us to focus on the last one). 
1.   The zeal of the early Christians. 
2.   The power of miracles. 



3.   The pure morals of Christians. 
4.   The compact church organization. 
5.   Their belief in future rewards. 
Today in American Christianity, I don’t see much emphasis on eternal rewards. Even in so called “Christian” 
churches, the emphasis is on having “Your Best Life Now” instead of laying up treasures in heaven where 
truly our best life will be.   
 

I.  The Promise of Rewards 

Heaven itself is not the reward for our labors! Heaven is a gift of God’s grace. No one earns their way to 
heaven through good works. Often when an elderly, sweet, and selfless person dies, people say things like, 
“If anyone made it to heaven, my sweet mother did! She did more to help people than anyone I’ve ever 
known.” You don’t get to heaven by being sweet and helping people. You get to heaven through Jesus Christ 
and even your sweet, generous, precious, loving mother was a sinner in need of a Savior. She may have been 
way above others here in her human goodness, but human goodness is not good enough to merit heaven. 
Having said that, the Bible is clear that heaven will not be the same for everyone who goes there as a gift of 
God’s grace.  
A while back, I was looking in a topical Bible on the subject of rewards, and I was surprised to see how 
many references there were to rewards in heaven for believers in Christ. What the Bible teaches is that 
rewards do not determine where we will spend eternity, but how we will spend eternity. Here are a few of 
those verses I was referring to.  
Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
Luke 6:22-23a: “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name 
as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great 
in heaven.”  
Revelation 22:12: “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 
according to what he has done.”  
We see in Hebrews 11:6 that God Himself is a rewarder. Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek 
Him.”  
As we will see in detail in a moment, heaven will not be the same for everyone. Warren Weirsbe said, “Some 
people have the idea that, no matter how they lived as a Christian, when they die and go to heaven, they will 
be like the giants of the faith. But that idea is not true. An old Puritan preacher used to say, ‘Every vessel in 
heaven will be filled, but some vessels are larger than others.’” [Warren Weirsbe, Weirsbe Quote Book, page 73] 
Speaking of Puritans, the Puritan John Bunyan said, “Whatever good thing you do for Him, if done 
according to the word, is laid up for you as treasure in chests and coffers, to be brought out to be rewarded 
before men and angels, to your eternal comfort.” [Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, and Eternity, page 155] 
There are many people who have a problem with this whole concept of differing rewards in heaven. There 
are some who would say, “It seems self-serving to talk about rewards for a life of service. Shouldn’t we 
serve Him because you love Him and because your heart is overflowing with gratitude for all He has 
provided for us?” Certainly our love and gratitude for all He has done is a great (and likely the best) motive 
for pouring out our lives before the Lord. However, I would remind you that Jesus Himself used rewards as a 
motivator for serving Him. Look again at Revelation 22:12: “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward 
is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”  
Rewards aren’t in opposition to God’s grace; they are manifestations of God’s grace. Rewards are not owed 
to faithful believers. In Luke 17 Jesus spoke about a servant who did all that he was commanded. Luke 17:10 
(NIV): “So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.’” Our service, sacrifice, and duty do not obligate God to reward us. 
Our reward will be because our God is a gracious God who is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  



 

II.  The Place for Receiving Rewards  

1 Corinthians 3:13a: “their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.”  What 
“Day” (and notice it is capitalized)? Though the name of this day isn’t given in this passage, it is obviously 
talking about the day of the Christian’s final accounting before God who is the owner of all things. In other 
places, this day is called the judgment seat of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:10: “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, 
whether good (not referring to morally good, but good in the sense of valuable) or bad (not morally bad, but 
worthless).” The Greek word translated “judgment seat” is the Greek word bema.  
I counted twelve times that word is used in the New Testament (though it is not always translated “judgment 
seat”). It refers to a raised platform and seat which was the official seat of a judge. It could be for a judge in 
civil or criminal matters but usually it refers to a judge in an athletic event. When it refers to a bema at an 
athletic event, it was where prizes or rewards were given out and where disputes about penalties and 
disqualifications were dealt with. This passage in 1 Corinthians 3 gives us more detail than any other passage 
about exactly what happens at this judgment seat when all believers stand before the Lord to give an account 
of how they built on the foundation of salvation in Christ alone.  
Martin Luther said that there were only two days on his calendar, today and “that Day.” George Whitefield 
(who was a contemporary of Jonathan Edwards) never lost sight of the connection between his daily life and 
the coming judgment seat of Christ. Here is what Whitefield said he wanted written on his tombstone: “Here 
lies George Whitefield; what sort of man he was, the great day will discover.” He kept before his eyes the 
fact that human accomplishments and honors mattered little. All that counts is whether or not we are found 
faithful at that final accounting – the judgment seat of Christ. 
 

III.  The Procedure for Receiving Rewards  

Keep in mind that only believers appear at the judgment seat of Christ. Unbelievers will appear later at a 
place called “The Great White Throne of Judgment”. The judgment seat of Christ pictures the believer’s life 
like a building being built. Every building starts with the foundation. 1 Corinthians 3:11: “For no man can 
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” The foundation pictures salvation in 
Christ alone. The building on that foundation pictures the Christian life. Every Christian has the same 
foundation. There is no difference. If you are built on Christ alone, there are no foundations that are better or 
stronger than others. The foundations are all the same. The buildings built on that foundation differ 
drastically. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15:  

Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to be 
revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s 
work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  

Some believers are going to build on that perfect foundation with shoddy, inferior materials that won’t stand 
the testing. Some will build on the foundation with wonderful durable materials that will stand the test and be 
approved. The materials with which we build can be divided into two categories: Those materials that will 
stand the final testing and come through unscathed, and those which do not stand the test and will be burned 
up. The durable ones are compared to gold, silver, and precious stones while the materials that burn are 
compared to wood, hay, and straw. Precious stones are probably not diamonds, rubies, and emeralds; it refers 
to building stones like granite or marble that stands the test of storms and time. Often in beautiful homes 
these precious stones of granite or marble were overlaid with gold or silver.  
Wood, hay, and straw were materials used in “thrown together” temporary buildings. What is this testing fire 
that reveals whether a life is rewarded or suffers regret? I don’t think that we can be dogmatic here, but it is 



interesting in the book of Revelation when the glorified Christ is presented, we see something special about 
His eyes. Revelation 1:14: “His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were 
like a flame of fire.” Perhaps the symbolism is that Christ turns His fiery gaze on our works and enables us to 
see them as He sees them. Those works that are like wood, hay, and straw will turn to ashes at His gaze, but 
the gold, silver, and precious stones will be unscathed and thus rewarded. To our eyes, certain works may 
look really good, but when His fiery gaze is turned upon those works, “poof!” and they’re burned up. Some 
works may look a little shoddy to us, but under His fiery gaze they turn out to be granite, marble, gold, and 
silver because He sees the motive and the heart of the believer. Notice that what is measured is not primarily 
how much has been done, but the quality of what has been done.   
The purpose of the Day of the judgment seat of Christ is to reveal who is a faithful, obedient steward of God. 
Good stewardship is a building constructed with gold, silver, and precious stones. To use an earlier analogy, 
the purpose of the judgment seat of Christ is to reveal who lived on earth for the line and not the dot. Poor 
stewardship is a building of wood, hay, and straw. Do you get the picture? We are all building our lives like 
a contractor building a building. Everyone who appears at the judgment seat of Christ is already saved, but 
many will see their life lived for the dot burned up and they will be left only with a pile of ashes. However, 
as we read in 1 Corinthians 3:14: “If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 
reward.”  
 

IV.  The Particular Examples of Reward  

What exactly are these rewards? They seem to impact us throughout eternity (remember the dot and the line). 
The rewards fall in three categories. 

A.  Crowns 

There are five different crowns that are identified in the New Testament as rewards. Some believe these 
crowns are literal (and they may be), but I believe that they are symbolic. The crowns described as rewards 
in the New Testament were crowns given to winners in the games. In other words, the crowns were rewards 
for a race run well. Using our earlier analogy, the crowns were to reward a life lived for the line and not the 
dot. If the crowns are literal, we get insight as to what the recipients will do with them in Revelation 4:10-11 
(NIV): “the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for 
ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have 
their being.’”  
There are five crowns mentioned in Scripture. There is the victors crown (1 Corinthians 9:25-27) which was 
given to winners in athletic contests who were disciplined and ran according to the rules. There is the crown 
of rejoicing (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20) that has been called the disciple makers crown. There is the crown of 
righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8) which is given to those who long for the Lord Jesus to return. The fourth 
crown is the crown of life (James 1:12). This crown goes to those who faithfully go through trials and 
temptations and remain faithful. The fifth crown is the crown of Glory (1 Peter 5:4) for faithful shepherds of 
the church.  

B.  Levels of Responsibility 

There are numerous scriptures that teach us that there are differing levels of leadership and responsibility in 
heaven. An example would be Matthew 25:14-30 (the Talents).  

C.  The Approval of the Lord  

This is the one that motivates me more than any. Matthew 25:23: “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.’”  
 



Conclusion 
Five minutes after you die, when it is too late to gain eternal reward, what will you wish you had done 
differently? Tithe? Witness to the lost neighbor? Been involved in a ministry? Discipled someone? Treated 
your spouse better? Forgiven someone you harbored bitterness against? Restored a broken relationship? 
Been more faithful in church attendance? Prayed with your family? Been obedient in being baptized? Five 
minutes after you die, what will be your greatest regret? I have great news for you! You are not dead. You 
can do it now! Don’t spend the rest of eternity lamenting that you didn’t do it.  
 
 


