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This morning as we prepare not only to hear from but to be challenged and convicted by 
the word of God, every one of us will have a decision to make: do we rest our lives, do 
we stake our eternity on that which we perceive or how we feel or do we do so on the 
truth of God's word? You see, as we mentioned a while ago, it was an act of worship to 
give. This is an act of worship to hear the word of God, to receive the word of God, 
because all of us have a decision to make. Will we make our decision today based on 
what God has clearly stated to us or based on an opinion, an idea or simply how we feel? 
Let me encourage you this morning just to join me in a time of prayer, preparing our 
hearts to hear the word of God not as another suggestion or another idea but as the word 
straight out of heaven.

Let's pray and then I'll pray for us.

Lord, we come this morning, a people who have been inundated with ideas, concepts, 
philosophies, perspectives and, Lord, we'd admit to you we have them as well. Lord, we 
are creatures of emotion and creatures of feelings and creatures of ideas and, Lord, 
today we're coming to one of those times and junctures in our life where a decision must 
be made. Is it what we think or what we perceive or how we feel or is it what you have 
stated and said? So, Lord, I pray today that you would take our minds, you would take 
our hearts, you would take our lives, and we would not be conformed to this world but 
we would be transformed. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 1. Now, 
as you turn to John 1, you're going to see one of only two places in your Bible with this 
phrase stated, "In the beginning." Not only in John 1 but obviously in Genesis 1, these 
three words that are so rich in flavor, "In the beginning." Today we begin a journey 
walking through the Gospel of John and many people have different names for this book 
of the Bible, obviously the Gospel of John, some people refer to it as the fourth Gospel 
because it is fourth in line, and there are others that refer to it as "the other Gospel." You 
see, the first three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, are oftentimes called the synoptic 
Gospels. Basically that means it's like being on a highway in three different lanes. They 
all traveled down the same path, basically share the same stories from varying 
viewpoints. But the Gospel of John is very unique. In fact, the date of its inception was 
obviously much later and only 7% of the Gospel of John is contained in what we know as
the synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke. However it is the Gospel of John that 
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introduces us to characters and to stories and concepts that are alluded to in the first three 
not necessarily as clearly. In the weeks ahead, we are going to meet individuals such as 
Nicodemus, a woman at the well, a woman caught in adultery, a man by the name of 
Lazarus who at the words of Jesus will breathe again. 

On this journey we begin today in what we know as the prologue and I never ever want to
put one portion of Scripture above another, but the first 10 verses of the Gospel of John 
are just, they just resonate in our hearts and in our minds. It begins with, 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6 There was a 
man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might 
believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not. 

This unique perspective of the life, the ministry and the person of Jesus Christ doesn't 
begin in a manger scene like other Gospels, it begins with, "In the beginning was the 
Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God." This passage begins with 
dealing with the origin of Jesus Christ.

Now, there are two ways when we discuss the origin of Jesus Christ that we can easily 
get sidetracked and derailed, what I would believe are erroneous teachings that are 
oftentimes posed as questions. Maybe you've made it this question, maybe you've heard 
this question such as: when did Jesus first realize he was God? Now, when you ask that 
question, it sounds legitimate but you're actually advocating an idea known as 
adoptionism, this concept that Jesus Christ was a normal man from Nazareth just like you
or I. He was walking around from a good home, a good family, faithful in his synagogue 
and worship, going to the feasts. Life was just normal and all of a sudden one day in his 
love for humanity, his desire to forgive humanity of their sins, that God reached out of 
heaven, touched young Jesus of Nazareth on the shoulder and said, "I'm here to save the 
world, do you want to sign up for the job?" To which Jesus responded, "Sure. I'm good 
for that." That concept is erroneous because it assumes that there was a point in time 
where Jesus did not know that he was God. Listen, there is never a place in Scripture 
where Jesus had an identity crisis. He never looked around and said, I mean, you think 
about it in school today, young people, you take tests: what is your giftedness, what are 
you best inclined toward, what might be your best attribute, is it toward the engineering 
side, the medical side, the service side, the humanity side? Can you imagine Jesus taking 
that test? What were you designed to do? "I'm God." Because he is. Yet sometimes we 
have this inclination to think, "When did he know?" He's God.
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Then there is this other idea that somehow someway Jesus has not always been and the 
question that comes up is: when did God create Jesus? Well, notice what this first verse 
says, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God." There was never a time in the existence of all things that Jesus was not. In fact, 
when we look at his relationship to the Creator, his relationship to the Father, his 
relationship to the Godhead, there is never a question regarding his identity from his 
perspective. 

Now, others struggle with this. In fact, as you continue in the Gospel of John, when you 
get to chapter 8, there is a group of religious elitists, we call them Pharisees and 
Sadducees and scribes and such, but they began to debate with Jesus about his origin. 
They began to debate with Jesus about where he came from. Who he was. What is his 
identity. They began to question his birth for, after all, Joseph, his earthly father said, "He
didn't come from me, he came from the Holy Spirit." They claimed he had an illegitimate
birth. They questioned, "How can you a simple carpenter's son from Nazareth, how can 
you claim to be the Messiah, much less God in flesh?" In the conversation, fuel gets 
poured on the fire and toward the end of John 8, the discussion hits a critical point to 
which they question Jesus' chronology for they say, "You have only been here a few 
years. How can you say that you were here before all this?" And Jesus makes this 
statement, he says, "Before Abraham was, I am." Now, if you and I had said that, if you 
and I wanted to make the statement that before somebody existed we existed, we would 
have said, "Well, before them, I was." But Jesus didn't use a phrase of chronology, he 
used a phrase of content and what he did is he evoked Exodus 3:14. 

Now, I know what some of you are thinking. Some of you are already googling. What is 
Exodus 3:14? Exodus 3:14 is Moses out on the backside of nowhere, minding his 
business, doing whatever his father-in-law told him to do, and all of a sudden God shows 
up. There is a bush that is being burned but it is not being consumed and a conversation 
ensues between Moses and God. He is told to take his shoes off because it is holy ground 
and God has a plan, he says, "You're going to go into Egypt. You're going to go to 
Pharaoh and my people, the Israelites, are going to be delivered with you as my 
instrument." Moses had his excuses. He said, "I'm not able to talk well. I stutter." God 
said, "Not a problem. Your brother talks more than twice of you. You're good there. He'll 
take care of it." But then Moses gets smart. He says, "Okay, let's say that I sign up for 
this, let's say that I engage in this endeavor, who do I tell them sent me? I mean, who do I
say?" And the Lord's response in verse 14 of Exodus 3 is, "Tell them, I am that I am." 
Not I was or I will be but I am. You see, in John 8:58, when Jesus says, "Before Abraham
was, I am," he wasn't just speaking of chronology, he was saying, "I am God."

Later in the Gospel of John 18, the garden of Gethsemane right before his crucifixion, 
hours before they would nail him to the cross, in the middle of the night 500 soldiers, 
swords and staves, they come to him, they say, "Are you Jesus of Nazareth?" Do you 
know what he does? He invokes Exodus 3:14 and he says, "I am." There was never an 
identity crisis with Jesus. He knew his relationship to the Creator. He knew his 
relationship to the Father.
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But then we have to talk about his relationship to creation, his relationship to you and to 
me. You see, it begins here in John 1, "In the beginning," the same words that are used in 
Genesis 1:1, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." And based on the 
fact that Jesus has always been, based on the fact that he is God, what we can do is go 
back into the Genesis account and look at verse 3 when it says, "And God said, Let there 
be light." Who do you think it was that spoke those words? Who do you think it was 
whose hands formed the clay that would become a man by the name of Adam? What we 
see is not only Jesus knowing how he related to the Creator but how he related to 
creation. It says here in verses 2 and 3, it says there was nothing that was made that he 
wasn't a part of. When the statement was made, "Let there be light," he was a part of that 
process. When Adam was formed out of the dust and humanity was initiated, he was a 
part of that process. And I've got news for you, Jesus started it and Jesus ends it.

Just this week, a group of some of the most educated, most gifted, most knowledgeable, 
and most recognized people in the world have come together and told us that they are 
moving the doomsday clock closer to midnight. Now, for those of you who are not 
familiar with the doomsday clock, it's an organization of physicists that based on what 
they know in regards to nuclear weaponry and warfare and the mentality of humanity, 
that they are presuming based on words that are being used, actions that are being done, 
they want to share with us, they've been doing this since 1948, how close that we are as 
humanity to making ourselves extinct. Now, it's not a whole lot different than some of the
environmental individuals who are claiming that if we don't do this and don't do that, that 
this is when we're going to run out of time. I've got news for you, read the last book of 
the Bible. The world does not end in nuclear warfare. It does not end in an environmental
disaster. You say, "Well, how does it end?" Jesus. He started it and guess what, folks? He
finishes it. 

He says, "I am the beginning and I am the end. I am the Alpha, the Omega." In fact, you 
get to Revelation 5 and it says there is a book presented, it's a book that is sealed with 
seven seals. The Bible says that a strong angel comes forth and says, "Who is worthy to 
open the book?" No one in heaven was found worthy. No one on earth was found worthy.
No one under the earth was found worthy. John the apostle, the same one who the Lord 
gave this Gospel on the island of Patmos having this vision, begins to weep and to cry for
he wants to know how are things going to end? How are things going to wrap up? How 
much time do we have? And then all of a sudden the angel said, "Look up," and it says, 
"one from the tribe of Judah, a Lamb as it had been slain." The one who opens the 
famous seven seals, the one who wraps it all up, the one who spoke us in and can speak 
us out, Jesus Christ.

You see, when we look at the origin of Jesus, we realize not only his eternalness with the 
Father but his activity with you and I as creation, and this passage begins with sharing 
with us where he came from from a human perspective but then it moves on beginning in 
verse 4 and shares with us something very vitally important to our lives: what does Jesus 
Christ offer you and I? It says here beginning in verse 4 that, "In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness does not 
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comprehend it." Jesus Christ offers you, his creation, humanity, the crown of his creation,
he offers you two things: he offers you life and he offers you light.

Now, you and I live in a complete culture of death and I can prove it. When you got up 
this morning, if you watched the news or if you scrolled through social media or 
whatever means by which you receive information, particularly that which is of a national
or international flavor, have you noticed that when you wake up the first thing on the 
news is not how many babies were born during the night. What do they tell us? Who got 
killed. Who died in a tragic accident. What horrible event happened in a certain location. 
From the moment we wake up, we are communicated to that we are in a culture of death. 
What does Jesus say? He says that he is life and he has come into the world to be the life 
of men.

Now, I want to share with you a theological concept that may take a while to sink in but I
think I can prove it biblically. There is never a place in the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke or John, there is not a place where anybody dies in the presence of Jesus. Have you 
ever thought of that? Nobody dies in the presence of Jesus. Now, some of you are 
thinking, "Well, what about the cross event? He hung the tween two thieves. What about 
that situation?" Well, you remember that it was on the eve of a Sabbath. You remember 
that they came with sticks to break the legs of the thieves but when they got to Jesus, he 
was already deceased. He had already breathed his last breath. He had already said, 
"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." That sword from that Centurion went into
his side and the blood and the water flowed. Not one single person is recorded who has 
died in the presence of Jesus.

Now, there are three individuals of which Jesus resuscitated from the dead. One was a 
man by the name of Jairus' daughter. There was a widow's son. But the most famous is a 
man who we will meet in a couple of chapters by the name of Lazarus. You know the 
story, that Jesus comes into the area and he has been dead for some days. In fact, Jesus in 
declaring that he's going to raise him from the dead, his sister, Lazarus' sister makes it a 
point to say, "But, Jesus, you understand," and I love this verse in the old King James, 
"behold, he stinketh." Jesus said, "Roll away the stone." But in that pronunciation, Jesus 
says, "Lazarus, come forth." Now, Jesus was in a cemetery. There were probably 
hundreds, possibly thousands of graves. Imagine if Jesus had just said, "Come forth." All 
of a sudden individuals would have met in the flesh their great great great great, not so 
great grandfather. They would have all been there. But he specifically said, "Lazarus." 
Why? Because in Jesus is life.

You know, earlier in that account in John 11, Jesus gets word that Lazarus is sick. His 
disciples come to him and say, "Your friend Lazarus is not doing well in a neighboring 
town. We might want to go see him." Jesus says, "Don't worry about it. We'll get there in 
time." Then word comes that he has deceased, he has passed on. He comes to town and 
Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, they are upset. Rightfully so. And one of his 
sisters makes this statement, listen to what she says, "If you would have been here, my 
brother would not have died." You see, nobody died in the presence of Jesus and when 
you get to the last couple of chapters of the Bible, it says in the new creation, the new 
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heaven, the new earth, the new Jerusalem, it says there is not even a need of a sun there 
because Jesus is the light and the life thereof. 

He offers us life but not just in the here and now because Jairus' daughter and even 
Lazarus, though resuscitated from the dead, would die a natural death again. What does it
say in John 3:16, "For God so loved the world he gave his only begotten Son that 
whosoever believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life." You see, the old 
song "Amazing Grace, when we've been there 10,000 years, bright shining as the sun, we 
have no less days." You say, "How can we have no less days? How can it be that it goes 
on for eternity?" Because Jesus is at the center of it all and he is life. There is no death 
with Jesus.

But then it says that he is light and it says that he came not just to light men but to light 
the world. Now, light has as its basic principle two varying concepts: light can either 
reveal or expose or it can demonstrate or show a path or a direction. Allow me to 
illustrate. Anytime you take even the smallest of lights and put it in the darkest of rooms, 
its properties will reach into the furthermost corner. Jesus did the same thing. Everywhere
Jesus went, those that were in sin, those that were against the things of God, he exposed 
them for who they were. When the four men let the paralytic in through the roof in Mark 
2 and Jesus said, "Your sins are forgiven," do you remember those that questioned Jesus?
The Bible says they doubted in their heart what was happening and Jesus called them out 
because according to the Bible it says he knew what was going on in their heart. 

In a few weeks when we meet the woman who was at the well, a woman who had never 
had a physical interaction with Jesus of Nazareth before, he knew her entire background 
and everywhere she had come from and every person she had been with. 

In John 8, there is a woman that is caught in adultery. By the way, I am mesmerized that 
it's a woman caught in adultery, the last time I checked it should be a couple that was 
caught in adultery. But nonetheless, she is caught in adultery and she is thrown at the feet
of Jesus and all of his critics and all those that are opposed to him are asking him to 
invoke the book of Deuteronomy, "Stone her. Eliminate her. Chastise her to the point of 
death." The Bible records that Jesus began to write something in the sand. There is not a 
single soul here or anywhere who knows exactly what Jesus wrote but we do know that 
whatever he wrote, it encouraged the men that were present beginning at the oldest to 
depart. Now, I don't know exactly what Jesus wrote and you don't either but every year 
I've learned something about my life, every year that life ticks by, my body gets a little 
slower, my mind, my hard drive in my brain spins a little slower, but wisdom is 
beginning to creep up. In other words, I've been around the block a few times. I'm from 
Texas, I've been to a few rodeos, as we say out there. I can tell you what I think happened
in John 8. Here was a group of men asking Jesus to punish this woman for her sin but not 
calling out their own. I think Jesus started writing their names and what they were guilty 
of and the older guys said, "Boys, we'd better get out of here. It's about to get ugly." 
Because Jesus knew everything about them and being the light, he exposes what's 
happening.
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Now, on the other side of the coin, it's not just a negative thing, it's a positive thing for in 
John 14, Jesus is doing what we know as the farewell discourse. It's the end of his 
ministry. It's the night before his crucifixion and he makes this very famous statement in 
John 14, beginning in verse 1. He says, "Believe in God, you should believe also in me 
for in my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would tell you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And after I do so, I will come again for you and so you shall be 
with me forever." That's an incredible statement of promise. I mean, here is Jesus saying 
that we don't only follow him here but we get to follow him hereafter. There is a place 
real and tangible known as heaven and it's going to be grand, it's going to be great. 

But then there is a man by the name of Thomas. Now, rarely do we identify Thomas 
without his adjective "doubting" Thomas. This individual who eight days after the 
resurrection of Jesus still struggled with the fact that it was true; this man who said, 
"Unless I touch the wounds in his body, I won't believe." This man who we claim to be 
doubting Thomas was actually inquisitive Thomas in John 14 for he makes this 
statement, "Jesus, how can we know the way?" In other words, "This is great but how do 
we know how to do this?" Do you know what that famous verse 6 in John 14 is, right? 
Jesus said, "For I am the way, I am the truth, I am the life, and nobody comes to the 
Father but by me." It's as if Jesus was saying, "I'm not just here as light to expose sin," 
which he did, "but I'm also here to show you the way." That's why Bartimaeus, the blind 
man who was healed, the Bible says immediately after his healing he followed Jesus in 
the way. When it says he is the light of the world, the light of men, he doesn't just expose 
sin, he shows us the way in which we are to go. So this gives us an incredible 
opportunity. You and I have this opportunity to respond to the God of the universe who 
wants to give us life and provide light for our lives. 

Beginning in verse 6, the Bible makes it clear that humanity does not always believe. In 
fact, it says "there was a man who was sent from God whose name was John, the same 
came for a witness to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might believe." 
Now, it states very clearly that the purpose of Jesus Christ, the purpose of John the 
Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus Christ, was so that all men might believe. Now, I'm 
going to be honest and transparent with you this morning, I do not have a graduate degree
in Greek but I did take eight semesters of it. Do you know what the word "all" means? 
All. It means all. We don't have to discuss it. We don't have to debate it. We don't have to
question it. It says that his desire is that all men might believe. But we know that some 
reject and some receive but we have the opportunity, we can either believe or we can 
reject.

Now, I want to picture this for you in the dietary consumption of a man by the name of 
John the Baptist. Now, if John the Baptist were alive today, boy, would he make a 
fashion statement. If you've ever studied his life, it was very interesting how this guy was
dressed, how his appearance was, and I can only imagine the gruffness of his voice. But 
if he were here today in the 21st century, I think every one of us would testify that either 
A. he has never been to an athletic facility or B. never read a fitness magazine and here's 
why: his diet according to the Bible in the Gospel of Mark, consisted of honey and 
locusts. That was his diet: honey and locusts. But his diet was a sermon. His diet was an 

Page 7 of 10



illustration. When he came to the river Jordan and he began to call people to repent of 
their sins, his diet said that there is one of two options: you can have the sweet savor and 
blessing of God in your life or you can have the judgment of God in your life.

Think about honey for just a moment. There is a sweetness to it. It's an additive. It takes 
that which is already in possession and it makes it favorable and exciting and tasteful. Is 
that not what happens when we understand that we are sinners in need of a Savior and we
call out to Jesus to save us? There is a sweet response. Forgiveness is instilled. Grace is 
poured over us and salvation is implemented. That's a honey type quality.

Then there are the locusts. I don't know how many of you have ever had the experience 
of locusts, those are some scary little guys. And here's why they are scary: if you have 
ever been around them, they're not very big, they're about the size of maybe a quarter or a
half dollar, the problem is locusts never just show up one at a time. They show up by the 
legions. And if you've ever been in a field where locusts are coming through, it is 
frightening. The noise, the sound, but then moments later nothing is left. I mean, nothing 
is left at all. In fact, you go back to the book of Exodus, this was one of the 10 plagues 
that God used. You know the famous water to blood, and we had the frogs and the lice 
and all this stuff, but the locusts came through and the Bible made it very clear that when 
they were done, nothing green was left. Do you remember what Jesus said about Satan, 
the enemy? John 10:10, he says, "The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy." You see, 
when we reject Jesus, when we deny him and say, "You know, I don't need Jesus in my 
life," what happens is the locusts come through. Our life is stripped of purpose. Our life is
stripped of hope. Our life is stripped of promise. Everything that we would want and 
desire and hope it to be, just like the locusts on a field, it is completely taken away. What 
did it say here in John 1? John the Baptist said that he was showing the true light that all 
men might believe. His life was a testimony we can either believe or we can reject. 

The final thing I want to address this morning is what are the obstacles? What keeps us 
from believing? What keeps us from embracing? What keeps us from saying, "Do you 
know what? I need Jesus as a part of my life." In this passage of Scripture that we read, 
verse 5, it makes the simple statement that the light shines in the darkness but the 
darkness does not comprehend it. You get to verse 10 and it says he went into the world 
and the world knew him not. You know, I think there are two major hurdles or two 
obstacles that keep us from believing in the Jesus of the Bible. The first one is the 
obstacle of facts. Now, years ago we would have never dreamed of arguing over facts but
today we live in a world with "alternative facts," and so such we actually have to have 
this discussion because not so much can we say that facts are facts.

You know, just last night, I had the privilege of sitting in my home with my wife and my 
three children and we watched a movie. Now, it was a movie that was somewhat of a 
documentary but it was a dramatic presentation. It was about a court case, this court case 
that took place some years ago that had two major parties involved. One of the 
individuals was a denier of the Holocaust, specifically that any individual was actually 
gassed in a chamber known as Auschwitz. The other individual was a defender of the 
historical record that the Holocaust was not simply real but that Auschwitz was more than
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just a labor camp, it was a death camp that millions of people lost their lives in. Two 
completely opposing views but in the court trial, both stating "facts" to prove their case.

The movie came, the movie went, and at the very end there is the judgment of the judge 
and in his verdict, he sided with the defender of history. He sided with the one who 
claimed that the Holocaust is, was and always will be a true event that actually happened.
But in his statement against the denier of truth, he made this statement, that he used facts 
tainted by his bias, bigotry and personal agenda. You see, when we look at the life and 
the ministry of Jesus Christ, so many times we want to say, "But what about this? And 
why didn't he talk about this? And he didn't bring this subject up and why not this and 
why not that?" It's really not about the facts, is it? It's really not about did he walk on 
water, did he multiply the bread, did he die a physical death, did he rise from the dead 
three days later. What it's really about is a personal agenda that we don't want it to be true
but it is. It says that Jesus came and the world does not comprehend. It's because the 
world doesn't want to comprehend. We don't want to admit we're wrong and he's right. 
We don't want to admit that he has the answers and we don't.

We can argue facts, discuss facts, and talk about agendas but what about feelings? You 
see, when it comes to feelings, let me be honest with you, they can't be trusted. There is a 
fine line between feelings and indigestion. I just want to be clear, real clear today. 
Sometimes you say, "Well, I'm not feeling it. Or I don't feel that. Or that's not how I feel 
about it." I've got news for you, when it comes to God, he doesn't really care how you 
feel. Now, he's concerned about your feelings but when it comes to how you feel about 
Jesus Christ, it doesn't matter necessarily how you feel, if he is, if he isn't, the fact is fact 
and truth is truth. 

I've learned there are two ways that we let feelings get in the way, obstacles in our life, 
one is this: somehow we feel that we've been so bad, we've messed up so much that 
surely God doesn't love me enough to forgive me. Do you remember that woman caught 
in adultery that I just mentioned a while ago? There are dozens of other characters just 
like her in the Scriptures. God made it very clear, it doesn't matter what you've done, who
you've been with, where you've been, none of you can outrun the arm of his grace. That's 
not the feeling that bothers me, though, it's the other one, that we don't feel that we've 
been bad enough that we need forgiveness. We're just like the Pharisees. We're just like 
the Sadducees. We justify. "Well, I did more good than bad. Or I did this or surely 
because I gave this or performed this or was a part of this, surely that makes me right 
with God, right? I mean, after all, I feel good about myself." It doesn't matter how we 
feel, it's how do we stand in relationship to a holy God in light of our unholy behavior. 
You see, this morning we have a decision to make. In our relationship with Jesus Christ, 
is it going to be based on fact or is it going to be based on feelings?

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that 
person this morning, maybe you're here for the first time, maybe you're here for the 
thousandth time, it doesn't matter what decade of life you're in but maybe you're that 
person today that the proverbial lightbulb turned on. Maybe today it clicked and you 
realized that there is a God who loves you unconditionally, that Jesus Christ, he came to 
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save you, he came to forgive you and you need to respond appropriately. I've got great 
news for you this morning. You don't have to jump through a bunch of hoops, you don't 
have to check off a bunch of boxes, you just need to have a very serious conversation 
with God. You don't have to say the same words I would say, you don't have to say 
anything out loud, but maybe your prayer would sound a little something like this, "God, 
today I want you to know something, today I'm confessing, God, I'm the problem and 
Jesus is the answer. I'm the one who has messed up. I am the one who has sinned. I am 
the one who has rebelled. But I believe today that in spite of all of that, that you loved me
enough that you were willing to go to the cross and you were willing to rise from the 
dead so I could be forgiven and I could be saved. And God, today I'm asking you to take 
whatever I feel about this and put it to the side and I just want to respond to the facts that 
I am a sinner that needs to be saved by the blood of Jesus. I'm asking you to forgive me. 
I'm asking you to save me. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to
you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today, we 
want to celebrate with you. We want the privilege of knowing what God has done in your
life and so in just a moment I'm going to pray over us and I'm going to ask you to stand 
and our worship team is going to lead us in a time of invitation and you have the 
opportunity to step out and step forward and we would love to celebrate with you. But 
maybe that's a decision that has already happened in your life, maybe you need to follow 
in believers' baptism. Maybe that has taken place and the Lord has made it clear that this 
is the church you are to plant your life in. Or maybe it's another decision. It doesn't matter
what it is, we just want to celebrate with whatever God has done in your life this 
morning.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, thank you that when we came on this campus 
your plans for us are greater than our plans for ourselves. Thank you that when we 
entered this place and we opened our Bible to this passage, your desire was to do more 
in  our life than we could ever imagine. So Lord, now that we have seen it, now that we 
have heard it, help us, O God, to respond appropriately to it. It is in the name of Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we will 
be here at the front.
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