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So I want to  begin today's sermon and I'll probably read a lot of this, by reading from a 
November 24th article from Christianity today and it's written by Ed Stetzer. I've called 
this sermon "Defined by God" and as we go through what may prove to be a difficult 
topic, let's remember who we are. We are Christians and we are defined by God.

So the article contains this excerpt,

"In light of the grand jury decision handed down tonight in the wake of 
Michael Brown’s death in Ferguson, MO, I think it is of utmost 
importance that all Christians, but specifically white evangelicals, talk a 
little less and listen a little more. 

"Or, put another way, maybe some need to spend less time insisting that 
African Americans shouldn't be upset and spend more time asking why 
some are. Yes, this case reminds us again that the racial divide is clear, as 
a just released CNN poll demonstrated.

"I wasn't in the grand jury room, and I don't know the evidence, but many 
godly African American leaders are hurting and they are explaining why.

"I think we should listen to them."

As we go through my comments, let's keep in mind Romans 12 and verses 15-21 and I'll 
read that for you,

15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 16 
Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 17 
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of 
all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men. 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord. 20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him 
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drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. 21 Be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

As we go through these comments that I have today, understand that ours is not a passive 
belief. Ours is not religion where we sit down in the comforts of our own homes and 
experiences and do not think beyond that. That's not how Christ lived. That's not how 
Christ told us to live. If we consider the words that we just read in Romans, the Lord 
doesn't simply say, "Weep with other Christians who weep." He doesn't say, "Weep with 
other believers and mourn with other believers only who weep." 

We're going through a Gospel and life series at night with Tim Keller who is a preacher 
in New York and rightly so, he urges us to become part of our society. There is a group 
of nuns called cloistered nuns, they sit inside the comfort of their establishment dealing 
only with themselves and not really with the outside world. We've all heard of monks 
and some exist today still who live in islands by themselves, homes with themselves and 
they interact not at all with their world. That's not what we're called to do. 

Brethren, in recent days, two separate court rulings on incidents involving the killing of 
unarmed African American men have sent America into a spiral. Prior to these tragedies 
but still within the last 15 months, a coworker of mine when I was working at Hanscom 
Air Force Base who was a Caucasian lady, asserted to me that there is no more racism in 
America. Her proof was that she hadn't seen it.

On November 24th, the court ruling exonerating the police officer who fatally shot 
Michael Brown on August 9 should cause us all to consider her statement. Certainly, 
some of the facts surrounding Michael's death are in dispute but not all of them. All 
agree that Darren Wilson approached Michael Brown and his friend Dorian Johnson 
because they were walking in the middle of the street and he accused them of blocking 
traffic. What is not in dispute is that there was an altercation that led to punches being 
thrown and that Darren Wilson was struck multiple times. What is not in dispute is that 
Brown began to run after being shot in the hand and that Wilson pursued him. It is not in 
dispute that Brown was shot at least six times and that Wilson fired 12 times using his 
SIG Sauer P229 semiautomatic pistol. It has a magazine capacity of 10-12 or 10-13 
rounds depending on the type of bullet and magazine used. His had 13 rounds. 
Semiautomatic weapons require that the trigger be pulled for each shot and they are 
called "semiautomatic" because the energy from the fired shot is used to advance and to 
load the next round. So we know that Darren Wilson had only one bullet remaining in 
his chamber. What is not in dispute is that Wilson was taken to the hospital after the 
shooting and was given anti-inflammatories for swelling on the right side of his face and 
then he was released. What is not in dispute even from Wilson's own testimony, is that 
the final shot fired at Michael Brown was with the intent to kill. What is not in dispute is 
that this killing has thrown Ferguson and the nation into crisis of conscience concerning 
the disproportionate likelihood that deadly force will be used in incidents involving 
young African descended men.
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What has added to this tragedy is the stark difference between the way the court handled 
Darren Wilson versus the way those who were advocates of Brown were handled. 
Wilson was not subject to cross examination while others were aggressively examined. 
From the New York Times,

"The officer’s testimony, delivered without the cross-examination of a 
trial in the earliest phase of the three-month inquiry, was the only direct 
account of the fatal encounter. It appeared to form the spine of a narrative 
that unfolded before the jurors over three months, buttressed, the 
prosecutors said, by the most credible witnesses, forensic evidence and 
three autopsies. 

"But the gentle questioning of Officer Wilson revealed in the transcripts, 
and the sharp challenges prosecutors made to witnesses whose accounts 
seemed to contradict his narrative, have led some to question whether the 
process was as objective as the St. Louis County Prosecutor, Mr. 
McCulloch, claims." 

It is not my intent to convict or exonerate Darren Wilson nor is it my intent to do that 
with Michael Brown. It is my intent to bring to light that there are discrepancies in this 
country on how male African descended people, particularly young men, are viewed and 
treated as compared to their Caucasian counterparts. Consider the descriptions of the 
tragedy. Most often we hear it described as "the shooting of Michael Brown" or "the 
death of Michael Brown." It is not frequently described as "the killing of Michael 
Brown." Let me tell you that I know from a friend who worked at a news station for 
several years, that the messaging of flashpoint events are dictated by the news outlets. 

But as disturbing as Michael Brown's tragedy is, even more disturbing is the killing of 
Eric Garner. The killing of Eric Garner is described as a chokehold death. It occurred in 
broad daylight by a police officer named Daniel Pantaleo on July 17th in the 
Thompkinsville section of Staten Island, New York. I describe it as "a chokehold death" 
because that is how it was uniformly described in the media, not "a chokehold killing," 
not "a killing," not "a choking," not "a murder," it was described as "a chokehold death." 
A video of the incident which I did watch, clearly showed that Garner, a 43-year-old 
father of six, was approached by a group of a policeman and accused of selling loosies. I 
used to buy loosies. Loosies are loose cigarettes so you sell them outside the box and call 
them loosies. He was accused of selling loosies. Clearly this was made up because the 
officer accused the unarmed Garner of having a bag when there was none and said that, 
"Some person over there," had brought Garner to their attention. In truth, what had just 
happened was that Garner broke up a fight. The officers arrived on the scene and did not 
address the men who were fighting, they just let them go away. Instead, they set their 
eyes and their sights on Garner. Eric Garner complained to the police that he was being 
harassed and said he was tired of always being harassed and he wanted them to just 
leave him alone. He was 6 foot 3. He was about 300 pounds, an imposing, gentle giant. 
As I watched the video, I could see him get frustrated just saying, "Please, just leave me 
alone." At no time did he act aggressively. 
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As he was backing up with his hands raised in the air, Pantaleo came from behind and 
placed him in a chokehold. Garner was wrestled to the ground by several of the officers. 
There were four of them or maybe five. One of the officers pushed his head to the 
concrete. So imagine this, his chest is on the ground and he has an arm behind his neck 
and his head is jammed into the concrete, being pressed down with two hands. He could 
be heard repeatedly saying, "I can't breathe." While on the ground being choked, like I 
said, one of the officers pushed his head to the concrete applying continual force, 
Pantaleo was mounted on his back pressing his chest into the concrete. It took less than 
four minutes from the beginning of the confrontation for Mr. Garner to be killed. He 
would have been 44 in two months. Reading from a CNN article, "The New York 
medical examiner ruled that Garner's death was a homicide." The examiner said, "The 
cause of death was compression of neck, chokehold, compression of chest and prone 
position during physical restraint by police."

When I saw this video, the first question that came to mind was, "Why was it that only 
Pantaleo was considered for indictment?" His murder was a group effort with more than 
one active participant and with several others clearly complicit to the brutality. He was 
killed for false accusations, selling loosies without a tax stamp, something that he had 
been convicted of before. Is this why Mr. Garner died? Something is very wrong here. It 
is very disturbing, a very disturbing video to watch. I asked myself if this were several 
African descended police officers who killed a Caucasian man in the same fashion, 
wouldn't more than one person have been charged? Instead of several officers being 
indicted, on December 3rd, a New York grand jury decided not to indict Daniel Pantaleo 
in the death of Eric Garner.

I've got to tell you, as I was talking to my wife about this, I recalled when we were living 
in Lowell and I jogged across the street, coming back home from 7-Eleven and I was on 
my block across the street and two police officers rolled up on me with their car and they 
got out and questioned me because I had jogged across the street. When that happened, 
flashbacks came of things that occurred in New York when I was growing up and things 
that occurred in Massachusetts while I was here. And I was yelling at the police officer 
and his friend put his hand on his gun and they threatened me. Eric Garner could have 
been me. So this strikes close to home. I want to tell you about some fears that I have. I 
must confess that these incidents have caused me much pain and confusion. They 
threaten to fill me with fear. On the same night, that Pantaleo was exonerated, two of my 
sons went into Boston to watch a Celtics game. I found myself very concerned that when 
they parked there they wouldn't be targeted. It's a real concern for African descended 
men, particularly young men and the fear that they will be accused and assaulted by law 
enforcement is a fear that sits with us that are parents.

Recently a Caucasian father whose wife is Haitian, posted an article about his fears for 
his black children and I want to read it to you. His name is Calvin Hennick and this was 
done in September 2, 2014. He says,
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"I am a white man, and part of the privilege that comes along with that 
fact is this: I know, with something bordering on 100 percent certainty, 
how my death will not be portrayed if I am shot and killed while walking 
down the street unarmed.

"No one will scour my social media accounts for photos of me wearing a 
hooded sweatshirt or flipping off the camera. No one will ignore my lack 
of a criminal record and decide that I’m a 'thug' for unnamed reasons. It 
won’t matter whether I’ve smoked pot, or shoplifted, or if I was ever 
suspended from school.

"And, especially if my hypothetical assailant turns out to be black, I can be 
confident that there will be no rallies to support him. His identity will not 
be hidden from the public for days, and no crowdfunding campaign will 
raise a six-figure sum to support his family through 'their' difficult time.

"There will be no national effort to blame me for my own death.

"But I can’t, with any confidence, say the same thing for my son. At least 
not yet. He’s three years old, and although my wife is Haitian, right now 
his skin is only a couple of shades darker than mine. He’s still light 
enough that, when my wife takes him out alone, people sometimes think 
she’s his nanny and ask how much she charges. He’s light enough that, 
from a distance, he can pass as white.

"It’s a sickening thing to admit," says this man, "but I hope he stays that 
way.

"I want my son’s skin color not to matter, but the truth is that it does. If he 
gets darker – if his skin eventually comes to resemble my wife’s more 
than mine – there will be consequences for him. People will fear him. Not 
everyone, but plenty of people, and he’ll never know who until it’s too 
late. It will only be worse if he wears a hoodie and sags his jeans, and so 
shamefully I also hope that he’ll be 'culturally white,' following the trends 
of the suburbs and not the inner city.

"If he does darken, women will cross the street when they see him coming, 
the way they sometimes do when they pass my wife’s brother on the 
sidewalk. Convenience store employees will follow him suspiciously 
around the aisles. Cops may hassle him for things I don’t think twice 
about, like jaywalking.

"And, if any of these people decide they need a gun to defend themselves 
against my scary, black, unarmed son, a large segment of society will 
assume he deserved to die.
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"That’s what troubles me so much about the Michael Brown case. His 
death is tragic, but it’s the reaction to his death that makes me afraid for 
my son. When I see a story about people raising money for the officer that 
shot him, I get physically sick. When I hear people arguing about whether 
the victim was a shoplifter – as though that’s a reason to put six bullets 
into his body – I have to turn off the news. And when people who I know 
and like and respect can’t seem to see how this entire conversation would 
be different if it were a white teenager who was killed, I turn speechless.

"Right now, my son knows nothing of race. If you ask him what color 
Mommy and Daddy are, he’ll say 'green' or 'orange' or 'blue,' naming the 
color of whatever shirts we’re wearing. But if nothing changes, it won’t be 
long before we have to sit him down for a conversation that I dread: the 
one where we tell him that the rules may be different for him than for his 
white friends; the one where we tell him that, if the cops bust him and his 
buddies for smoking pot, he can’t count on being treated the same as 
everybody else; the one where we tell him that white kids generally don’t 
get shot just because they’re not perfect citizens, but black kids sometimes 
do.

"This conversation is part of the reason why, before my son was born, I 
hoped he’d be a girl. I’ve never been a black man in America, and I can’t 
tell him what it’s like. I do know that much of society is still terrified of 
black males. But I also know that my son’s blackness really only presents 
a danger to himself. The more he looks like his father, the safer he’s going 
to be."

There's also the tragedy of Tamir Rice, brethren. He was a 12-year-old boy who was shot 
by an officer whose name was Timothy Loehmann because he was in the park playing 
with a BB gun. As he lay dying of a single shot fired at close range, he received no aid 
for almost four minutes. Tamir died the next day. It has not yet been determined if 
Timothy Loehmann and his partner Frank Garmack will be charged in the death of this 
unarmed 12-year-old boy. 

We have all but forgotten about 17-year-old Trayvon Martin who's killing in Sanford, 
Florida by George Zimmerman in February, 2012 captivated the nation for many months. 
Since the death of Michael Brown, there have been at least 14 other deaths of unarmed 
African descended youth. According to the Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice in a 
report published on August 26, 2014 citing data that they gathered since 1999, there are 
some other statistics I want to tell you about. Native Americans, .8% of the population 
comprise 1.9% of police killings. African Americans, 13% of the population are victims 
in 26% of police shootings. Law enforcement kills African-Americans at two times the 
rate of white, non-Latinos and 4.3 times the rate of Asians.

During my own life, I have endured racism and injustice. I can tell you stories of a near 
lynching in high school, blatant racism on the job and as I mentioned earlier, being 
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stopped and threatened by two police officers because I jogged across the street on the 
way home from 7-Eleven. I can tell you of a visit to the Strawberry Bank Museum in 
Portsmouth years ago when my family entered a carriage and a Caucasian father refused 
to let his family come in because we were black. I can tell you of comments so, so many 
comments made by Caucasian friends that showed clear biases that they weren't even 
aware of. Just the other day I was talking to a friend on the phone and he was talking 
about how he had been threatened by a person years ago and he described him as a big 
black man. Not just that he was big, what made it more scary was that he was big and 
black. I can tell you of a comment by that same individual where he was talking about 
what he believed was a person who was casting spells on him and he said, "She's Haitian 
so she must do witchcraft. That voodoo stuff, you know." I can tell you of many, many, 
many other comments. Let's face it, church, Caucasian Americans grow up in a different 
America then those of us who are of African descent or of other ethnicities.

The church must speak. This issue is being spoken of outside the church. As such, it 
needs to be spoken of inside the church. In the time that I have this morning, I'm not 
attempting to resolve racial issues in America but as your brother in Christ who is of 
African descent, I want to start the discussion on how we can do our part to bring racial 
harmony to our beloved country. We first have to recognize that inequities in this country 
do exist. We have to guard against placing standards on the victims that we cannot meet 
ourselves. We live in a world filled with sin and sinners from all races and ethnicities 
commit crimes. In reality, there is a lot of so-called black-on-black crime, there is a lot of 
so-called white-on-white crime, Asian-on-Asian crime, Latino-on-Latino crime, Native 
American-on-Native American crime but the statistics about the likelihood of being 
violently arrested show that it is greatest if you are of African descent so let's begin the 
discussion by recognizing that inequities do exist. If you are one of those who don't see 
skin color, you are not in the majority.

Next, let's be aware that we are all subject to propaganda and the propaganda that we give 
credence to shows our own biases. If you agree with Charles Barkley's comments on the 
Ferguson riots or with Kenny Smith, both of whom are of African descent, it shows your 
tendencies. If you listen to Rush Limbaugh or if you listen to Al Sharpton, neither of 
whom have any credibility in my view, it shows your leanings.

Let me tell you the kind of pressure this places on people. Another friend called me on 
the phone and we were speaking, this was after the decision on Michael Brown, before 
the decision on Eric Garner, and he said, "Rob, I don't want to hate anybody." This is a 
man who is Caucasian. "I don't want to hate anybody." He says, "I love you, brother, and 
your family is wonderful. I don't want to hate anybody." The pressure out there in society 
looks at you, looks at me and it says, "There is a divide." It looks at you and it looks at 
me and it says, "Which side you going to pick?" And we need to understand that the 
propaganda, there is propaganda that we're subject to, all of us without exception and the 
propaganda that we decide is truth, truly does show our leanings.
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Thirdly, let's recognize something else though: America did not invent racism neither did 
the Spaniards and the Imperialists conquest of the 15th and 16th centuries. Racism and 
prejudice go back a long, long way, much, much further.

Fourthly, racism is not confined to America nor the victims exclusively of African 
descent. Prejudice also happens within races, across cultures within that race. Consider 
Nathaniel and his response in hearing that the Messiah had come. Just consider that. If 
you look in John 1:44-46, it says, "Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. And 
Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith 
unto him, Come and see." I don't believe anything good could come out of that 
neighborhood. I don't believe anything good could come out of Brooklyn. I don't think 
anything good could come out of Roxbury. I don't think anything good can come out of 
Ferguson, Missouri. The apostles, even as they are being called, had their own prejudices. 
Nathaniel says, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?"

Another biblical example of prejudice is found in John 7, reading verses 50 through 52, 
"Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one of them,) Doth 
our law judge any man, before it hear him," this is as the Pharisees were talking about 
Jesus Christ, "and know what he doeth? They answered and said unto him, Art thou also 
of Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet." That place? With 
those people? They are unlearned, ignorant men and don't you hear how they talk? 
Nothing good can come out of Galilee. 

Recognize that not only do we find prejudice in the Bible, but we do find racism. We find 
prejudice, racism and even ethnocentrism: where I come from is best, right? An example 
of of racism in the Bible can be found in Luke 9:51-56, 

51 And it came to pass , when the time was come that he should be 
received up, he stedfastly [speaking of our Savior, Jesus Christ] set his 
face to go to Jerusalem, 52 And sent messengers before his face: and they 
went, and entered into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 
53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would 
go to Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they 
said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, 
and consume them, even as Elias did? 55 But he turned, and rebuked 
them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 56 For the 
Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they 
went to another village. 

Samaritans and Jews didn't mix. If you look in 2 Kings 17, you will see that Samaritans 
were a mixture of ethnicities and races and they believed in all sorts of pagan religion and 
mixed it with the Bible and the response of the apostles to the rejection of Christ going 
through Samaria wasn't one of mercy or grace or love but condemnation and hatred and a 
desire to see a people killed. Yes, there in fact is racism in the Bible.
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What we see in Luke is that the apostles dehumanized these people and were prone to 
condemn them to death for any perceived transgression. Their hatred was not based on 
righteous indignation. No, it was based on prejudices, history and carnal judgment. Jesus 
did not condone their racism but instead just said to them as I already read, "He rebuked 
them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of." This isn't what the Lord is 
about. Our Lord did not condone prejudices or racism, rather he crossed all sorts of lines 
to demonstrate that the Gospel is for all people. The apostles understood this. Consider 
Paul's admonishment to Philemon concerning his runaway slave Onesimus, in Philemon 
verses 15 and 16 we read as Paul talks to him, "For perhaps he," speaking of Onesimus, 
"therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; Not now as a 
servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto 
thee, both in the flesh, and in the Lord?"

Connecting this back to Brown and Garner, there have been many reports since the 
deaths of Brown and Garner that have sought to highlight a racial divide in America and 
characterize it as not having changed much since the civil rights era. I don't believe that 
to be true at all. I was born in 1965 and can candidly tell you that racism has improved 
even in my lifetime. Rather than letting the media define us or letting misguided people 
like Al Sharpton tell us what needs to be done, as a people of God, we need to look to our 
heavenly Father for direction. As mentioned above, God does not condone racism, 
slavery, prejudice or any other form of thinking that removes rights from a people group 
in favor of elevating another, rather, as brothers and sisters in Christ, let us consider these 
words of our Savior Jesus Christ that are recorded in John 13:35. This is how "all men 
shall know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another." 

Then let us consider the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts chapter 2, verses 1 to 12, 
people came together from every nation and tongue and were preached to and believed. 
Later in that same chapter, we read of their conversion. Beginning in verse 38, "Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls."

God defines us, church. God defines us as blood bought brethren and demands that we 
behave like a single body, caring and loving one another. If we show such love, the world 
will see and the world will take notice. It will see that the love of Jesus Christ crosses the 
boundaries of race, culture, age and gender. I have mentioned in this church about a 
friend of mine who has been dead a little while now who I met when he was 75 and was a 
World War II veteran and I was friends with him until his death 10 years later. We were 
not in the same generation. We both were from Brooklyn though but not at the same time. 
We were not of the same race. We had nothing in common except Jesus Christ. His wife 
asked me to speak at his funeral and I was privileged to do so. 
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But let me tell you, church, we must speak out. We must not stay silent on societal 
problems saying only that we'll pray. Yes, praying is the first, foremost and primary 
weapon that we have, yet God has given us examples in Scripture where his people acted 
and did so depending on him for wisdom and depending on him for victory. Consider 
again Paul's words to Philemon, add to that Daniel's stand in the Babylonian government. 
Recall God's judgment against various kingdoms as recorded in the book of Amos 
because of the atrocities they committed against each other. God is not silent on these 
issues and we cannot be either. We are ambassadors of Jesus Christ and we must 
represent the truths of Jesus knowing that that they will invariably be cross-cultural. They 
won't be well received. We must pray that the people of our great nation submit to God 
because the Bible tells us in Psalm 33, "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord and 
the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance." But understand, it is not our 
prerogative to be disengaged. Psalm 37 tells us, "Trust in the Lord and do good so shalt 
thou dwell in the land and verily, verily, thou shalt be fed." Jesus tells us bluntly as 
recorded in Matthew 5, "Ye are the salt of the earth but if the salt have lost its savor, 
wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, to be cast out and to be 
trodden underfoot of men." 

It is not our prerogative to remain silent and to not engage the culture. If we wish to 
please our Father, and our Savior, we must engage the culture. Not everyone will run for 
political office but if a Christian does, encourage and support him. Whether an elected 
official or not, we can make our voices heard. Furthermore, as ambassadors of Jesus, how 
can we speak of his love for the lost and the dying if we do nothing to address the pains 
and the sorrows of the people? Did not Jesus show compassion to all? Did Jesus not 
address the oppression of his people? Did not Jesus also express concern for the plights 
of nonbelievers such as when he went through Samaria? Paul understood this lesson 
when in Galatians 6:9-10 he said, "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith."

These are not words of passivity but words of action. These are not words of being 
disengaged but they are words of being totally engaged. God defines us as believers 
engaged in their culture. God defines us as a body of believers who are engaged in the 
culture to address the needs both physical and spiritual of the people with whom we 
dwell. It's not the government that defines the boundaries of Christian service and love 
towards men. The government cannot tell us that to love means to permit. It's not the 
culture that determines what we must accept as God ordained, but as it says in Hebrews 
1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds." 

God has spoken and we must speak as he has spoken. When Paul spoke, many attempts 
were made to silence him by attacking his credibility, expect the same. His authority was 
attacked and so was his doctrine. Paul replied to his critics in his epistles in the form that 
we find in Romans 1 but if you look in Romans 1, you look in 1 Thessalonians, in 2 
Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy, look at all of the epistles that Paul wrote and 
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you will find something written like this, "Paul, the servant of Jesus Christ, called to be 
an apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, which he had promised afore by his 
prophets and the holy Scriptures." Paul identifies himself with Jesus. He identifies 
himself as an apostle. He states plainly that he is living a life separated unto God for the 
sake of the Gospel. His authority is not from anybody but is from God and his hope is not 
in men but in the promises of God. 

As Christians, we are defined by God. Our purpose is determined by God. Our 
boundaries are declared by God. God does not consult us in how passive or active we 
should be. God has defined us as his bondservants and has told us to show our love 
toward all men, especially to other believers. God has told us to declare his righteousness 
and truth to all men, believers and nonbelievers. God has told us to engage him in prayer 
and praise. He has told us to engage our culture in action.

This is must be our response to the tragedies of our African descended brethren and 
nonbelievers alike. When we speak of these killings, understand the larger picture. Mourn 
for the families left behind and sympathize with the protesters who feel that the legal 
system places little value on the lives of African descended people. Do not condone 
sinful responses to sinful actions but do make an effort to understand the pain. Do make 
an effort to understand the long-standing history of pain. Do not shy away from getting 
involved in the fight for equality and injustice but be willing to engage. Our Father does 
and so must we.
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