
GOSPEL OF THE MESSIAH
Message 2

Luke 1:1-4 and John 1:1-5

INTRO: We are in the process of looking at the four Gospels 
of the NT. The word Gospel means good news, and there is no 
greater 'good news' that has ever been heard by mankind 
after the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden than 
that which these four Gospels contain. Sin has plagued man 
ever since Adam and Eve. God told Adam and Eve that the day 
they ate of the tree of the knowledge of Good and evil, 
they would die. They did die that day. It was spiritual 
death. Spiritual death is when man is spiritually separated 
from God. Spiritual death means that if a person dies in 
that state, that person will go to an eternal hell. That is 
the clear teaching of Jesus, the Messiah. 

God provided a way of being right with Him to Adam and Eve 
and clothed them with skins from animals. There is the 
first blood sacrifice to atone for sin. But all the 
sacrificial blood shed in the OT did not forgive sin, it 
atoned for it. That means it covered it. Hebrews 10:4 says, 
"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats 
could take away sins." So all the sins that were taken care 
of in the OT were covered, but they needed to be taken away 
yet. That taking away of sin was pictured by the two goats 
sacrificed on that high and holy day of atonement of Yom 
Kippur. One of the goats was chosen to be sacrificed and 
its blood was used to make atonement. Then the sins of the 
nation were confessed over the second goat, the goat from 
which we get the word 'scapegoat' and it was sent into the 
wilderness, picturing the bearing away of sin. What all of 
this pictured was Christ's death on our behalf, and then 
the bearing away of our sins. And that is the central theme 
of the four Gospels we are about to study. 

Let me yet note for us as well, that the four Gospels begin 
the part of the book of books we know as the New Covenant. 
A covenant is an agreement. God made an agreement with 
Israel in what we call the OT. When we refer to the OT we 
are referring to the first 39 books of the Bible. When we 
refer to the New Covenant, we are referring to the last 27 
books of the Bible. The Old Covenant was made with Israel. 
The New Covenant was made with mankind. Here it is in a 
nutshell, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life." God did His part. He 



paid for man's sins with the blood of His only Son. Man has 
but to do His part, repent of his sins and believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the benefits of the New Covenant, 
the new agreement go into effect. Such a person is 
immediately in possession of eternal life. 

So, we now want to look at what I have called, “The 
Introduction Of The Messiah To The World.” We begin the 
whole account with Luke, 1:1-4. 

  I.  THE INTRODUCTION OF THE MESSIAH TO THE WORLD

A.  Introduction by Luke the Physician (Luke 1:1-4)

1.  The writer of this introduction

So, turn to the Gospel of Luke. And as we do 
that, let me introduce Luke, the writer and his 
book to us. It is believed that Luke was a 
Gentile and if this is so then he is the only 
Gentile to have written a book in the Bible. 
Since he is also the writer of the book of Acts 
this would mean that 2 out of 66 books are 
written by a Gentile. There is some Scriptural 
evidence that Luke was a Gentile. In Colossians 
4:10-15 Paul sends greetings to several 
individuals. These individuals fall into two 
groups, Jews and Gentiles. Luke falls into the 
group that is apparently Gentile.

According to Colossians 4:14, Luke was a 
physician, a doctor. After Christ died and 
ascended to heaven, he traveled with Paul on his 
missionary journeys. He was a very faithful 
helper to Paul. When you read the book of Acts 
and you find the pronoun 'we', it usually refers 
to Luke and Paul. For example, look at Acts 16:10 
(read). Such passages indicate that he was a 
traveler with Paul. From 2 Timothy 4:6-11, it 
seems he may have been with Paul at the time of 
Paul's martyrdom.

He may have written around AD 60-67 AD. That is 
some 30 years after Jesus ascended to heaven and 
it is shortly before the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem. He was a man sold out to the 
Gospel. In my notes some years ago I wrote this, 



"…his interest in the proclamation of the Gospel 
is evidenced by his travels with Paul as recorded 
in the book of Acts. His loyal love for this 
missionary giant was unfailing. When Paul was in 
prison and every one was forsook him Luke was the 
only one who stayed there with him. Luke is an 
incredible man. He is a doctor, a historian, a 
missionary, an evangelist, a writer, a theologian 
and an educated person whose Greek is unsurpassed 
in the NT."

Now I have mentioned in the first message that 
each of the Gospels give information that none of 
the other three do. About 79% of the material 
found in Luke's Gospel is not found in the other 
Gospels. That is 20,526 words. Now, there are two 
large sections in Luke that are almost entirely 
missing from the other Gospels. The first is Luke 
1-2, and chapters 10 through 18:14. 

Well, let me give one more bit of introductory 
information. Scholars who have spent a great deal 
of time in the Gospels say that when you study 
each of these books carefully for a long time, a 
different picture of Christ emerges in each book. 
It is something like what happens in psychedelic 
art. When you look at a picture of this kind of 
art, if you stare at it long enough, a three D 
picture emerges out of the picture. When you 
study the Gospels long enough, I understand, a 
different picture of Christ emerges in each one. 
In Matthew, they say, we get a picture of Christ, 
the King. In Mark we get the picture of Christ, 
the servant. In Luke we have the picture of the 
Son of Man, and in John the picture of the Son of 
God. These four pictures develop because we have 
four separate Gospels. This may be part of the 
reason why the Lord gave us four different 
Gospels. But the point here, is that in Luke, we 
get the picture of Christ as the Son of man. You 
see, He was both human and divine. Luke gives us 
a picture of Christ in His humanity. Jesus' own 
favorite name for Himself was 'Son of Man'. 

2.  The content of this introduction



So, let us go to Luke chapter one to look at the 
introduction to this book. In writing the 
detailed harmony of the Gospels I began with Luke 
(read 1:1-2). Here the writer clearly states his 
purpose in writing. It is to write an orderly 
account of the Gospel story that Theophilus could 
be sure of the things he had been told. 

Now Luke has written his Gospel to Theophilus, 
who seems to have been a Gentile. We arrive at 
that conclusion by the fact that Luke takes great 
pains to explain Jewish customs and he 
substitutes Greek names for Hebrew names.

Well, Luke says that many have made effort to set 
forth in order a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed among them, that 
is, among Christians. In all, there were, I 
think, at least 50 accounts of the life of Christ 
written. Only four, we believe, were inspired by 
God. So Luke states that the his Gospel sought to 
set forth an orderly account of the life of 
Christ. Now go to verses 2-4 (read). 

Luke wrote to Theophilus so that he might know 
the certainty of those things in which Theophilus 
had been instructed. The name Theophilus means 
'Friend of God'. Did Luke call him that because 
this man had become a friend of God or was this 
his proper name? We do not know. But there is 
evidence that this man was a man of some stature, 
maybe in the Roman world in some way. Luke call 
him 'most excellent' Theophilus. The word 
translated 'most excellent' is kratistos. It is 
the superlative of a mighty or great man. 

I suspect that he was some great Roman figure who 
had become a Christian. Now I want you to notice 
that it says that Luke wanted him to know the 
certainty of the things in which he had been 
instructed. Now that word 'instructed' is the 
word from which we get the word 'Catechism'. This 
man had been catechized. He had been instructed 
in the basics of Christianity. I expect, that 
Luke, as a doctor knew and appreciated this man. 
He may even have led him to salvation. And maybe 
this man kept asking him question after question 



about the life of Christ and Luke told him story 
after story. And one day Luke, by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, decides it would be good for 
Theophilus to have a handwritten account of the 
life of Christ. And that is what we have in the 
book of Luke. No doubt God had us in mind when He 
had Luke write this account. 

But to follow the story of Christ 
chronologically, we now go to John's Gospel. 

B.  Introduction by John the Beloved Disciple (John 
1:1-18)

1.  The writer of this introduction

So we go to John's Gospel to pick up the story 
from there (read 1:1-18). John will give us the 
headlines of the Gospels, and all the rest will 
be the details. Let me first introduce this book 
and the writer to us as well. We know the 
writer's name from the name of the book. John is 
the son of Zebedee and the disciple called the 
beloved. John comes from the Hebrew name Johanon 
meaning Jehovah has been gracious. Here is a 
message for all the 'Johns' in our congregation. 
You have a very significant name to live up to. 
Well, go to Mark 3 with me (read 13-17). So he 
was known as one of the sons of thunder (Mk. 
3:17). Maybe James and John had red hair and a 
temper to match. Maybe they got it from their 
father and were known for their fiery zealous 
character. 

This writer, John, four times, instead of 
referring to himself by name he speaks of himself 
as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’. There may be 
more than one reason for that. A careful study of 
the four Gospels shows that a woman by name of 
Salome may have been John's mother. Salome in 
turn may have been Jesus' mother's sister. This 
would make the Apostle John and Jesus first 
cousins. 

Now, John's father was a fisherman of some means, 
since he had hired men working for him. It seems 
they were quite well to do. John, furthermore, 



was known to the high priest. And then, when 
Jesus died, He asked John to care for His mother. 
According to Barnes, history says she lived with 
John for 15 years, until the time of her death. 

Barnes also says, “Though the Redeemer was 
attached to all his disciples, yet there is no 
improbability in supposing that his disposition 
was congenial with that of the meek and amiable 
John--thus authorizing and setting the example of 
special friendships among Christians” (John 1:1). 
The Apostle John wrote 5 NT books; The Gospel of 
John, I, II, and III John, and Revelation. The 
latter was written when John was exiled to 
Patmos. It is likely he wrote this Gospel, the 
book of John, somewhere close to 90 AD. It would 
then be the last of the four Gospels written, and 
it would also have been written after most of the 
epistles were written. 

Since his Gospel is written so late it would seem 
probable that he may have had the other three 
Gospels in front of him or at least he would have 
been familiar with them. In comparing this book 
many have supposed that he followed Mark's Gospel 
since his order of things is most in line with 
Mark. However, I do not find evidence for that, 
and this type of discussion is speculative only. 
We can confidently say that he wrote his Gospel 
the way he did because that is what God wanted 
him to write. It is generally held that John 
wrote for the benefit of the Church, and I think 
that is correct. 

The purpose of his Gospel, like that of Luke, is 
clearly spelled out. Go to John 20 (Read John 
20:30-31). The Wycliffe Bible commentary well 
says of the book of John, "Simple in language and 
structure, this writing is nevertheless a 
profound exposition of the person of Christ in a 
historical setting. It has a message for the 
humble disciple of the Lord and for the most 
advanced theologian." The Thompson chain 
reference Bible says that though John’s Gospel is 
simply written it is considered by many the 
"deepest and most spiritual book of the Bible.” 



John's Gospel is called the otoptic Gospel 
because it mostly fills in areas left out by the 
other writers. John's Gospel is 19,190 words 
long. But only 474 words are duplicated. So it 
looks like this (Bar chart 2).

So, turn to Mark 1 to see John's calling by Jesus 
to the ministry (read 1:14-20). If we are correct 
that James and John are first cousins to Jesus, 
then they will have known Him from childhood. 
When they left all and followed Jesus, they had 
observed the life of Christ and knew what kind of 
man they were following. It would also explain 
why Zebedee, a successful businessman in the 
fishing industry allowed his sons to go without 
seeking to hold them back. 

2.  The content of this introduction (1:1-18)

And so, as we to John 1, John 1:1-18 may be seen 
as, “Here are the headlines” and after this 
follow the details.

a.  Regarding the Lord Jesus Christ(1:1-5)

So, let us look at John 1:1-5 (read). Note, 
here we are introduced to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in a most phenomenal way. It says, “In 
the beginning was the Word.” Many, 
explanations have been set forth to seek to 
give an understanding of this profound concept 
of ‘the Word’. What we do know for certain 
from verse 14 is that this is a reference to 
the Lord Jesus Christ (read). 

In our Catechism we have a most interesting 
question in section III, chapter 2, question 
four. It goes like this: “Is Jesus Christ the 
Son of God from all eternity?” This question 
can be read two ways. I discuss this with the 
class when we go through this question. It can 
read, "Was Jesus the Son of God from all 
eternity" or, "Was Jesus, who is the Son of 
God, from all eternity?" The first question 
asks if Jesus Christ was the Son of God from 
all eternity. That is, was Jesus Christ always 
the Son of God, even before He was conceived 



and born as a human? The second, asks 
something like this, “Did Jesus Christ exist 
as a Person before He became the Son of God?” 

Now it is my view, and it may run counter to 
most theologies you might read on that 
question, that Jesus Christ did not exist as 
the Son of God before He was conceived. I 
believe He became the Son of God at conception 
and birth. However, there is one matter about 
which we must leave no question. It is this: 
The Person we know as Jesus Christ, existed 
long before He was conceived as a human being. 
As a matter of fact, He was and is God. He is 
the second Person of the Triune God. If we 
were doing a detailed work on the Gospels we 
would spend more time here, but we must move 
on. 

So, in our verse, “In the beginning was the 
Word…” as I see it means that He existed 
before anything was created. In my view, He 
did not exist as the Son of God. And if I had 
time, I would show here that He was the One we 
know as the great “I AM”, Jehovah God. And 
verse 14 of this chapter tells us that He 
became flesh. That is, He became flesh when He 
became the Son of God. And so our passages 
says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with God.” 

But note now the next words, “All things were 
made by Him and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.” And so, go with me to 
Genesis 1 (read 1:1-3). You see, verse three 
says, “Let there be light…” God is speaking to 
someone. We know that when you have an 
imperative verb, the subject ‘you’ is 
understood. So it could read, “You let there 
be light…” Well, to whom is God speaking? 
Clearly from our verses, it is the Word, 
Jehovah God, or the one who became the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. Now if you study Colossians 
1, you will find it was the One who became the 
Lord Jesus Christ who created everything in 
the beginning. 



You see, we are here talking about the second 
Person of the Trinity before He became man. 
Here we see Him in the beginning, as the 
Creator of all things. So when you think of 
Jesus Christ who was born in a manger, you 
have to also see Him as the Creator of the 
very manger in which He lay. 

Now look at verses 4-5 in John 1 (read). In 
these verses we have two key matters that John 
deals with a lot in his book. They are life 
and light. We said earlier that John's writing 
is both simple and yet very complex. In these 
first five verses we learn that. If you will 
do one simple assignment you will understand 
what I am saying. Just go home and write down; 
"Definitions of the Word, Light, and Life." 
Then define those two terms and you will 
understand what I am saying. But that 
assignment is too hard. Go home and define 
only one of those, say 'Life', and you will 
already understand what I am saying. 

With regard to life, the NT has two words. One 
is bios, life, from which we get the word 
'biology' and the other is zwee life, from 
which we get our word zoology. Both are 
probably misnomers in English. Trench, in his 
book on Synonyms of the NT says that bios life 
is life extensive, while zwee life is life 
intensive. So we speak of a biography, which 
is life extensive. The duration of a person's 
life. But zwee speaks of the life itself. And 
when we have a statement like this, "In Him 
was life, and the life was the light of men", 
we have a very incredible statement. 

If I should say I understand these two terms I 
would be a very big liar. If I told you what I 
have studied on these, we would be here a very 
long time. But let me say this, when Scripture 
speaks of 'eternal life', it is this word zwee 
that is used in the phrase and as time permits 
we will see more of this later. 

Now that is but a very brief introduction to 



Jesus the Messiah, from eternity past. The One 
who was born in Bethlehem in a stable, was 
none other than the One who created the entire 
universe! He was in the beginning with God. 

And while we are at this passage I want to 
mention something to you. How many of you have 
had those from the group called Jehovah’s 
Witnesses at your door? One of the most 
crucial errors of their teaching is that Jesus 
Christ is not God. They deny His divinity. So 
if you take them to John 1:1-3 to prove that 
Jesus was God they will give you a detailed 
argument from the Greek language. They will 
then turn to their own translation called “The 
New World Translation.” And it will read like 
this, “In the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God and the word was “a” god.” 
They argue that since there is no definite 
article like, “The Word was ‘the’ God” 
therefore it must have the English indefinite 
article, “The word was ‘a’ god.” This logic 
may trap some but it does not work in many 
cases. For example, in 1:14 it says, “And the 
Word became flesh…” the word ‘flesh’ does not 
have the definite article, so should it then 
read, “And the Word became ‘a’ flesh”? You can 
see from this that you cannot always follow 
their line of reasoning regarding the 
indefinite article in English.   

Many years ago, in discussion with a JW on 
this matter I took him to Revelation 1:8 which 
says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End, says the Lord, who is 
and was and is to come, the Almighty”. So I 
said, “Who is this?” And he said, that is 
Almighty God.” So then I took him to 1:17-18, 
which says, “And when I say Him, I fell at His 
feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on 
me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the 
First and the Last.” That is the same as the 
Alpha and Omega. So I said, how many can be 
the first and the last? Well, the answer is 
that only one. So I think I asked here, “Who 
is this then?” And the answer, of course, has 
to be the same as before, God Almighty. Then I 



read verse 18, “I am He who lives and was 
dead, and behold I am alive forevermore.” Then 
I asked, “And who is this?” Well, there is no 
question that this is a reference to Jesus 
Christ. So there are many other places that 
give evidence to the deity of Christ. We 
conclude then that John 1:1-3 does not refer 
to ‘a’ small g god, but to the divine second 
Person of the Triune God.  

CONCL: And so, we have begun the point, “The Introduction 
Of The Messiah To The World.” As I have outlined the entire 
account of the Life of Christ, Luke 1:1-4 and John 1:1-18 
from an introduction to the whole story. We will finish 
this introduction in the next message and move on to the 
point, “The Preparation Of The Messiah For The World.” 


