
Parental Instruction (1)                     Hymns 634, 626, 421 

 

It's my intention to take a break from the gospel of John and preach a short topical series entitled Parental 

Instruction—the goal is to largely speak to parents, assisting them to instruct or teach their children religious 

or spiritual truth—thus, throughout this series of messages—I intend to specify five things parents should 

teach their children about—God, the law, the gospel, conversion, and Christian obedience...  

 

Now—before I go further, let me make an important disclaimer—though I intend to speak to parents, what I 

have to say is important to all of us regardless if we presently have children—[1] most of you hope to one day 

be married and have children, [2] those of you who have already raised children, this will be a reminder to help 

you in assisting your children and grandchildren—thus everything I say within this short series—is relevant 

for us all...    

 

Thus—in this first sermon, which is merely introductory in nature, I want to do two things—[1] provide 

several presuppositions or broad principles concerning religious instruction, and [2] provide some general or 

broad motivations to take seriously the religious instruction of our children... 

 

I.   Some Introductory Principles  

II.  Some Introductory Incentives  

 

I.   Some Introductory Principles  

 

A. Religious instruction is a vital part of Christian parenting  

 

1. Now this doesn't mean that it's the whole of parenting—parenting entails other things such as discipline or 

correction... 

2. But—it is a very large part of Christian parenting—and in many ways—must receive very careful 

attention... 

3. Now—by "religious instruction" I simply mean—instruction that intends to communicate the great truths 

of Scripture... 

4. Thus—it goes without saying—that the Bible, old and new testaments is to serve as the main textbook in 

this instruction... 

5. This of course doesn't exclude theology books and catechisms—but these are intended to assist teaching 

the Bible... 

6. Thus—here I simply want to prove that religious instruction is essential to Christian parenting—with three 

proofs... 

7. [1] The Scriptural commands to parents—both the Old and New Testaments command parents to teach 

religion to their children...  

8. Deut.6:6-9—"And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 

as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates..." 

9. Eph.6:4—"And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 

admonition of the Lord..." 

10. This passage is very similar to Deut.6—Deut.6 followed the re-giving of the law as an application of the 

5th commandment... 

11. So too—Paul first quotes the 5th commandment (vv2-3)—and then exhorts Fathers to instruct their 

children... 

12. The apostle summarizes the whole of parenting with two words—"training (discipline)" and "admonition 

(instruction)..." 

13. The first word is better rendered "discipline" and means—"to correct by chastisement or chastening"—it's 

a broad word referring to all forms of correction... 

14. The second word is better rendered "instruction" and refers—"to verbal instruction with overtones of 

warning..." 
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15. The word literally means—"to put into the mind"—and entails all forms of verbal admonition and 

instruction... 

16. Thus—my point—verbal instruction of religious truth—is absolutely essential to any and all Christian 

parenting...  

17. [2] The Scriptural examples of parents—both the Old and New Testaments provide examples of godly 

parents teaching their children...  

18. Gen.18:19—"For I have known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after 

him, that they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice, that the LORD may bring to 

Abraham what He has spoken to him..." 

19. Now—remember the NT describes Abraham as the "father of the faithful"—as he is an example of a 

believers... 

20. To be a true "son of Abraham" you must do the works of Abraham—that is—you must believe and obey 

God... 

21. 2Tim.3:14-15—"But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, 

knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, 

which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus..." 

22. From 2Tim.1:5 we learn that both Timothy's mother and grandmother were Christians—they no doubt 

instructed him... 

23. But—before leaving this passage, let me point out the phrase—"from childhood"—literally—"from 

infancy..." 

24. Timothy was taught the word from the beginning—from the womb—he was feed on the bread and milk of 

Scripture... 

25. My dear young friends—what a joyous privilege this is—to be taught the word of God from your very 

infancy... 

26. We've always taught our children—that the primary reason they learn to read is—to be able to read holy 

Scripture... 

27. [3] The importance of Holy Scripture—that is—the Scriptures are essential for the start and strengthening 

of spiritual life... 

28. Simply put—every aspect of the Christian life—regeneration through sanctification—is dependent upon 

the word... 

29. Thus—above and beyond all else—our children need the word—they must be bathed in the word on a 

regular basis... 

 

B. Religious instruction is the responsibility of both parents 

 

1. That is—though it is especially the responsibility of fathers—it is actually the responsibility of both 

parents...  

2. Prov.1:8-9—"My son, hear the instruction of your father, and do not forsake the law of your mother. For 

they will be a graceful ornament on your heart, and chains about your neck..." 

3. The word "instruction" refers to instruction that's corrective, while "law" is refers to teaching in the broad 

sense... 

4. Thus—while both parents have responsibility to teach—religious instruction is the peculiar work of the 

father...  

5. Now—before I go further let me clarify—religious instruction is primarily or ultimately the parents 

responsibility... 

6. But—that doesn't mean they are the only ones who instruct their children—they should use other proper 

means... 

7. Christian schooling is one possible source—it's certainly a good thing when Christian schools instruct 

children... 

8. But another one—and one clearly sanctioned in Holy Scripture—is the church—this is one primary way 

parents teach their children... 

9. Now—I know most of are convinced of this, so I'll be brief, but the church and home should compliment 

each other... 
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10. One very important and necessary way parents provide religious instruction to children—is by bringing 

them to church... 

11. That is—they become members of churches that teach the Bible—and they consistently attend all the 

meetings...  

12. [1] Priority of preaching—that is—without lessening the important of all forms of teaching—Scripture 

gives priority to the public preaching of God's word... 

13. Shorter Catechism (Q.89)—"How is the Word mad effectual to salvation? The Spirit of God makes the 

reading, but especially the preaching, of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting 

sinners, and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.." 

14. [2] Purpose of pastors—that is, Scripture teaches that God has give pastor-teachers for the purpose of 

building Christian up... 

15. Eph.4:11-12—"And He Himself gave...pastors-teachers, for the equipping of the saints...for the edifying of 

the body of Christ..." 

16. Thus—let me make this point very clear—while responsibility for religious instruction falls upon 

parents—it's the responsibility of parents to faithfully bring their children to churches where Scripture is 

taught... 

 

C. Religious instruction takes place in a variety of ways  

 

1. That is—there are a diversity of means parents are to enlist—to teach or educate their children in religious 

things... 

2. [1] Family worship—that is—times when the family is gathered together for praise, prayer, and 

instruction... 

3. There are several elements that can be used in family worship—Bible reading, prayer, singing, and 

catechising... 

4. The use of catechisms has a long and rich history within Christianity—there are basically two catechisms 

that are important... 

5. There is the Children's Catechism (also called the Prove It Catechism), and then the Shorter Catechism 

(Baptist Catechism)... 

6. The Children's Catechism is for the real young and can be taught your children almost from the very 

beginning... 

7. In fact—some of the very first words my children learned was the answer to the first question—Who make 

you. God...   

8. Cotton Mather (A Family Well-Ordered)—"There are two handles especially to be laid hold upon (for the 

better management of our children's instruction): the first is a proper catechism, and the other is the public 

ministry..."    

9. [2] Sabbath evening discussions—perhaps during Sunday evening supper—you discuss what was earlier 

taught... 

10. I think many parents fail at this point—they rarely or never ask their children about what they learned that 

day... 

11. Start by asking the young ones what book the pastor preached from—what chapter—what verse—what 

subject... 

12. The older ones can asked deeper questions about the meaning of the text preached and it's personal 

applications... 

13. Edward Hartman—"When you return to your home after the worship service, talk about what took 

place...Discuss the sermon with them. Don't just talk about the preacher, or the stories he told. Talk about 

the content, and especially the application of the sermon. Ask them questions. The puritans called this 

improving on what was done in worship, to the mutual benefit of all those in their families..." 

14. [3] Individual or personal time—by this I mean—take one child by themselves to speak about religious 

things...  

15. Some of my favorite conversations have taken place—with me and a child sitting knee to knee in my 

study... 

16. In such times as these—you can personalize your instruction to meet your child where they presently are 

at... 
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17. [4] During times of discipline—though I'm not dealing with discipline in these sermons—it should always 

be connected with instruction... 

18. That is—we need to remind our children what the Bible says about sin, why it's serious, and it's only 

solution... 

19. [5] Informal or unplanned occasions—by this I mean—times when spiritual lessons are providentially 

suggested... 

20. Deut.6:6-7—"And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in our house, when you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, and when you rise up..." 

 

D. Religious instruction must be bathed in fervent prayer  

 

1. Dear brethren surely we know, that all religious instruction in the word benefits no one, unless God blesses 

it... 

2. Ps.127:1—"Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor in vain who build it; unless the LORD guards 

the city, the watchman stays awake in vain..." 

3. I've often used this illustration—if religious knowledge is oil and our children lanterns—we need to fill 

them full... 

4. But—that's not enough—we need God, by his Holy Spirit, to spark that oil—and turn it into a raging 

flame...    

5. J.C. Ryle—"You cannot make your children love the Bible. I allow. None but the Holy Ghost can give us 

a heart to delight in the Word. But you can make your children acquainted with the Bible; and be sure they 

cannot be acquainted with that blessed book too soon, or too well..." 

6. [1] Pray specifically—by this I mean—it's very beneficial to pray with each child specifically and 

individually... 

7. Cotton Mather—"But besides your personal and family prayers, O parents, why should you not now and 

then take one capable child after another alone before the Lord? Carry the child with you into your secret 

chambers; make the child kneel down by you while you present it unto the Lord, and  implore His blessing 

upon it. Let the child hear the groans and see the tears, and be a witness of the agonies wherewith you are 

travailing for the salvation of it..." 

8. [2] Pray fervently—that is—with a sense of urgency—knowing both the needs of your children and your 

own needs... 

9. Lk.11:9—"For everyone who keeps asking receives, and he who keeps seeking finds, and to him who 

keeps knowing it will be opened..." 

10. [3] Pray believingly, Prov.22:6—"Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 

depart from it..." 

11. This obviously does not promise that every child of every Christian—will of certainty—become a 

Christian... 

12. But it simply states a general principle—that ordinary, the Lord is pleased to bless the diligent parenting of 

His people...   

 

E. Religious instruction must first begin with oneself  

 

1. By this I mean—in order for us, as parents, to consistently teach our children—we must first regularly 

teach ourselves... 

2. Deut.4:9-10—"Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your 

eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your 

children and your grandchildren, especially concerning the day you stood before the LORD your God in 

Horeb, when the LORD said to me, 'Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, that they 

may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children 

(Deut.11:18-19)..." 

3. 1Tim.4:16—"Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save 

both yourself and those who hear you..." 
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4. Thus—there is an important connection between the state of our own soul and the effectiveness of our 

instruction... 

5. Here—I want to briefly suggest two reasons why self-instruction is important—[1] strength, and [2] 

example... 

6. [1] Strength—that is—without first feeding ourselves—we become cold and indifferent and fail to teach 

others... 

7. Let me suggest—that one of the most common reasons we fail to instruct our children—is because we're 

not instructing ourselves... 

8. John Abbott—"It is certainly vain to hope that you can induce your children to fix their affection upon 

another world, while yours are fixed upon this one..." 

9. [2] Example—throughout Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus—he stresses the importance of their 

example...  

10. There is a sense in which these young pastors had two responsibilities—teach the people and provide an 

example... 

11. J.C. Ryle—"Fathers and mothers do not forget that children learn more by the eye than they do by the 

ear...Imitation is a far stronger principle with children than memory. What they see has a much stronger 

effect on their minds than what they are told..." 

12. Prov.23:26—"My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways"—literally—"look with 

delight upon my ways..." 

13. Phil.4:9—"The things which you learned and received and heard and SAW IN ME, these do, and the God 

of peace will be with you..." 

 

II.  Some Introductory Incentives  

 

A. The God-given responsibility of parents  

 

1. Before considering these motives—I want to first remind you of an important distinction between 

conviction and condemnation... 

2. Conviction is the work of the Holy Spirit, in the hearts of believers, to correct us, sanctify us, and perfect 

us... 

3. Condemnation is the work of our enemies, that seeks to discourage us and drive us into various forms of 

despair... 

4. How do we tell the difference—by this simple rule—conviction drives to Christ, condemnation away from 

Christ... 

5. Remember in Christ, we not only have a perfect parent but we have a substitutionary atonement for our 

sins (Heb.2:13—"Here am I and the children whom God has given Me)..." 

6. Thus—before I come to these broad motives—I want to clarify that I'm hear speaking to three kinds of 

parents... 

7. [a] Parents who've just starting parenting and need motivation to begin given their children religious 

instruction...  

8. [b] Parents who've grown negligent in teaching, and thus need encouragement to resume their God-given 

duties...  

9. [c] Parents who've been at this faithfully—and but need an encouragement not to grow weary in well 

doing...  

10. Thus—my first motive—in parenting God has entrusting to our care—the never dying souls of our 

children... 

11. Every parent is a steward entrusted with souls—and—they shall each given an account for how they raised 

them... 

12. This can be illustrated in NT pastors—for there is a sense in which parents are pastors of sorts to their 

children... 

13. Heb.13:17—"Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account..." 

14. Now—obviously this verse is speaking of Christians, church members, and referring to pastors of local 

churches... 
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15. Members are to obey and be submissive to their pastors—FOR—"they watch out for your souls, as those 

who must give account..." 

16. Who will pastors "give an account to"—well, obviously—they will give an account to God who gave them 

members... 

17. So too—parents will give an account to God for those entrusted to their care—for every child given to 

them... 

18. This is further seen in the general fact—that parents are commanded to love their children—body and 

soul... 

19. Would that parent be considered as loving—who failed to feed the bellies and cloth the bodies of their 

children... 

20. George Swinnock—"Is he a loving father that trims and adorns his children's clothes, but starves their 

bodies? Surely, then, they are cruel parents who feed their children's dying flesh, but murder and famish 

their immortal spirits..." 

 

B. The native depravity and need of children  

 

1. Here—I want to remind you what the Scriptures repeatedly and clearly teach concerning the native 

condition of our children... 

2. Let me simply assert rather plainly—the lost condition of our children—should motivate us to teach our 

children... 

3. Eph.2:1-3—"And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 

works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our 

flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the 

others..." 

4. [1] They are born dead and enslaved to sin—v3a—"among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in 

the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind..." 

5. Cotton Mather—"Alas, until your children become regenerate, you are the father of a fool. your children 

are but the wild ass's cold! I add, would it not break your heart if your children were in slavery to Turks, 

Moors, or Indians? Devils are worse than Indians and infidels. Till your children are brought home to God, 

they are the salves of devils..." 

6. [2] They are born under the wrath of God—v3b—"[we] were by nature children of wrath, just as the 

others..." 

7. Notice—in both cases—Paul is clear to add—what he was describing was not only true of the Ephesians 

but Jews.. 

8. That is—these three verses describe all men by nature—Jew and Gentile—everyone is by nature under 

God's wrath... 

9. Now—brethren—regardless how clear Paul states this—there are always some who view their children as 

the exception... 

10. John Calvin—"Wrath means the judgment of God; so that the children of wrath are those who are 

condemned before God. Such, the apostle tells us, had been the Jews, — such had been all the excellent 

men that were now in the Church; and they were so by nature, that is, from their very commencement, and 

from their mother's womb..." 

11. George Swinnock—"Ignorance and folly are the two cords with which Satan binds them to that stake, at 

which many burn for ever; like condemned prisoners, they go out of a dark dungeon to execution. They 

are children of wrath, because children of disobedience..."  

 

C. The privileges and pleasantness of religion  

 

1. Here—I want to simply summarize several things bout the nature of religion that should motivate us to 

teach it... 

2. [1] The VALUE of religion—true religion, the Christian faith, is the only means whereby sinners are 

reconciled to God...   



 7 

3. Prov.3:13-15—"Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains understanding; for her 

proceeds are better than the profits of silver, and her gain than fine gold. She is more previous than rubies, 

and al the things you may desire cannot compare with her..." 

4. [2] The CONTENT of religion—that is—theology, the study of God from Scripture—is the chief of all 

sciences...   

5. It's important to teach mathematics, grammar, American and world history, political science, and all the 

rest... 

6. But brethren—what are these in comparison to religion—true religion teaches the origin of all created 

things... 

7. True religion teaches about God—Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Judge—God one in essence, three in 

Persons... 

8. True religion teaches explains why man acts the way he does—it teaches us about Adam and Even and the 

fall... 

9. [3] The INFLUENCE of religion—that is—true religion, when believed from the heart, influences all of 

life...  

10. Think of it like this—even if God never converts our children—they still remain productive citizens to 

society... 

11. But—brethren, what is this in comparison to them becoming true Christians—this is beneficial to all 

parties... 

12. It's beneficial to parents, the church, employers, society at large—and ultimate to God, in that it brings 

glory to Him... 

 

 

 

 


