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I made a mistake, I think, last week. I forgot that there are two churches in the book of 
Revelation that received letters from two different apostles. One of them is Ephesus. 
They got a letter from Paul and that letter is known as Ephesians and then they got this 
one from John in Revelation 2. Well, Laodicea is another church that got two letters. If 
you were to look later on, maybe right in your Bible next to Revelation 3:14, you might 
write this reference: Colossians 4:16. We find out there’s a letter that Paul wrote to the 
church of Laodicea that didn’t make the status of Scripture and was not included in our 
Bible. So, Laodicea did get a letter written to them by another apostle, we just don’t have 
it. The Apostle Paul and then the Apostle John in Revelation. So, that’s interesting.

I want you to notice, please, that they have a town about 10-12 miles north of them 
known as Hierapolis and they describe this as a place that has very, very warm and in 
most cases, hot mineral baths that were used for healing and for therapy. That word, I 
want to remind you behind healing in the New Testament, the Greek word is the word we 
get our word therapy from. So, when we say therapy today, I’m pretty sure we mean 
rehabilitation but when we said therapy back then, we were talking about healing which, I 
supposed, can include rehabilitation.

In any case, Hierapolis was known for its hot mineral baths. It might surprise you to 
know back in the Roman governments days or back in the Roman Empire days, they did 
have aqueducts. I mean, there were ways to convey water long distances and there were 
some between Hierapolis and Laodicea. There were also aqueducts between Colossae and 
Laodicea. You can see Colossae is about 15-20 southeast of Laodicea and it was known 
for its cold drinking water. So you’ve got one place that’s known for its cold, refreshing 
drinking water.

Part of the reason we find out from our commentator is that they lived at the foot of an 
8,000 foot mountain and, of course, when snow melts off it makes for, in most cases, 
good drinking water, cold drinking water. Then when you went up to the mineral baths in 
Hierapolis they had hot mineral-based healing waters. That’s going to mean something 
here in a short bit, isn’t it? Some of you have read this.
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So, let’s look at Revelation 3 and let’s read through the passage and let’s point a few 
things out and I think you’re going to find that the main thrust of today’s lesson is the 
self-sufficient one has those who are not self-sufficient. You’re going to see that. In other 
words, the one who is writing to the Laodiceans is self-sufficient, the ones that he is 
writing to are not self-sufficient. The problem is, they don’t know that. You’ll see that 
here in a minute. 

Verse 14, “And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith 
the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.” Now, the 
beginning of the creation of God. Alright, we want to talk about that. You might be clear 
on what it means but probably at some point in your life, you’re going to have some 
people that will knock on your door and they’ll have a little briefcase and they’ll have 
magazines to give you and this is one of their favorite verses. We’re going to talk about 
it.

Verse 15, “I know thy works.” I don’t know if you’ve realized it or not yet, but he says 
that to all seven churches. He says it to the Laodiceans right there. Look back at verse 8, 
he says to the Philadelphian church, “I know thy works.” Look at chapter 3:1, in the 
middle of the verse, “I know thy works.” That’s the church of Sardis. Look at the church 
of Thyatira, 2:19, “I know thy works.” Look at 2:13, Pergamos, “I know thy works.” 2:9, 
that’s Smyrna, “I know thy works.” 2:2 to the church at Ephesus, “I know thy works.” 
Isn’t that something? I suppose that the Lord said something once and that’s pretty 
important but when he says it seven times, we should probably know he knows our 
works. Alright? There is no pulling the wool over his eyes. That is one of the things that 
he says to all seven churches. Can you spot another thing? Well, we’ll finish the reading 
here and see if we can.

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.” 
Now, would this have meant something to the reader? The original reader, would they 
have thought about this and known exactly what he was talking about? Absolutely. “I 
wish that you were cold like the waters from Colossae, good for taste and refreshment or, 
I wish that you were hot and good for healing.” “I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot.” You are neither good for refreshing people or healing them. “I would thou 
wert cold or hot.” 

Verse 16, “So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth.” 

So, we have a couple of questions here so far that I want us to answer and we’re going to 
answer them in turn. The first one comes from verse 14 and that is: are we being taught 
that Jesus is the first created being in this verse? In verses 15 and 16, I want to ask the 
question: is this teaching that a person can lose their salvation? 

Now let’s move on with verse 17, “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing.” Did you know that for the most part, these seven 
churches endured lots of earthquake activity back around 60 AD and I’m pretty sure it 

Page 2 of 9



was these four eastern cities here that faced that earthquake and all four of them except 
for Laodicea, received help monetarily from the Roman government to rebuild. Laodicea 
did not. One of the reasons Laodicea was so well off was because they were right here at 
these crossroads going west and east to the mountains and then south into Colossae and 
north into Philadelphia. They are at a very intersection of the trade trails or spice trails or 
whatever you want to call it. They were there collecting duties and they were there doing 
services amongst the traders. 

So, they were very, very, very, very wealthy. So much to the point where they said to the 
Roman government, “We don’t really need your help. We’re going to rebuild ourselves.” 
That is a matter of history. Can you imagine being that well off that you’re not taking 
government funds? Imagine. So that was the issue with Laodicea. They said, “We don’t 
even need the government’s help to rebuild.” Can you see where that would bring them 
some self-sufficiency? At least supposed self-sufficiency, “We don’t need your help.”

“You say,” verse 17, “I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.” Well, 
what an indictment against people who think that they don’t need anything. He says, 
“You’re miserable.” That word there is the idea of pitiful or in need of mercy. “You don’t 
know this but you are in need of supply and mercy.” Grace is getting goodness you don’t 
deserve, mercy is not getting the whipping that you do deserve. So, mercy and grace are 
both present at the cross. We’re not getting the judgment we deserve. We are getting the 
righteousness we do not deserve. Let me say that again: we’re not getting the thrashing 
we do deserve, we are getting the eternal life, the forgiveness that we don’t deserve. 
That’s the difference between mercy and grace. Jesus said, “Not only are you so needy 
but you are actually in need of mercy because I should just spew you out of my mouth,” 
is what he said in the preceding verse.

By the way, the fact that he said that they were blind at the end of verse 17, that’s pretty 
significant because Laodicea was known for their healing eye salve powders. So Jesus is 
picking on them in a big sort of way. He’s taking their strengths and saying, “You don’t 
have any strength here. You’re blind. You’re known for your eye salve and you can’t see 
anything. You’re known for your riches and you’re dirt poor.” Jesus is not pulling any 
punches. He would be called a mean spirited preacher, I’m sure, today.

Verse 18, “I counsel thee.” Well, isn’t that good? I know sometimes we get the idea that 
Jesus didn’t like the Laodicean church. Well, if you didn’t like them, then why would he 
counsel them? Sometimes you’ve got to like someone enough to give them some harsh 
counsel. Okay? 

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire.” Alright, so you burn the precious 
metal, the impurities rise to the top because of their different weights and densities and 
the impurities rise to the top, the goldsmith or the person, the refiner, scraps the top off 
and, hopefully, what you have left is a purer precious metal. As a matter of fact, they do it 
to silver. The Bible says in Psalm 12:6, “The word of the Lord is pure as silver tried in 
the furnace of earth seven times.” In other words, I don’t think you can get much purer 
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than that. He says here, “I want you to get gold tried in the fire. Well, you’re rich but 
you’ve got the wrong kind of gold. You think you’ve got a lot but you really don’t have 
anything. You’re dirt poor.” 

So Jesus says, “I’m going to counsel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire that thou 
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” 
Now, I want you to notice, please: we’re not dealing with a church full of unsaved 
people. How do I know this? Look at the next verse.

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.” He says, “I 
love you and I chasten you.” Well, chasten has the idea of not flogging but spanking. 
How many here spank other people’s kids? How many of you do it and the mother knows 
it and they’re happy that you did? Yeah, yeah, yeah. Put your hands down. Some of you, 
2 or 3 of you. So, the fact is, I don’t go around whipping other people’s kids if I can help 
it. Alright? Maybe some of the ladies in the back do, like my wife, but others like me 
who know that they’ve got their own kids, I spend time correcting them. Hopefully a 
little less the older they get, hopefully a different type of correction but Jesus says here, “I 
rebuke those who I love. I rebuke them and I chasten them.” So he says, “Be zealous 
therefore, and repent.” Just imagine what it would look like if we were zealous to repent. 
We’re zealous towards a lot of things but getting sin and impurity and unholiness out of 
our lives is usually not one of them. So, we’re dealing with lots of saved folks.
 
Now, I have a third question out of verse 20, “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me.” Now, the question there is: are we dealing with salvation?

Verse 21, “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” So, my fourth question if we get to it this 
morning is out of verse 21: how is it possible for us to share a throne with the Son of 
God? Then in verse 22 we have this idea of something that is said to all seven churches, 
“If you have ears to hear, hear it.” That’s what the Spirit says to the churches.

Alright, so we have four questions. A little rehearsal here if I could. I want us to remind 
ourselves of where this is: it is in present day Turkey. We are dealing with seven 
churches. Notice all the sets of seven in the book of Revelation. Next week, maybe, 
depending on how far we get today, we’ll get into chapter 4:1.

These are all the things that are promised or I should say, how they are introduced to the 
believers in the churches there, seven churches, and remind ourselves, Mike, you’re 
always good for this answer so give it to us again. Where are these descriptions of Christ 
coming from? Daniel 7. Remember, we have a vision of the Son of man…now, I want to 
make sure that we’re really clear here: coming with clouds to the one sitting on the 
throne. The Son of man is coming in clouds to the one sitting on the throne in Daniel 7 
and in Revelation 1, John says he saw the Son of man and the reader would have 
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certainly thought that John was saying that Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of Daniel 7 
and every time Jesus introduces himself to the churches, he does so like right here: the 
faithful witness. He says, “I am the faithful witness.” Now, if you might look back, 
please, at chapter 1:5, you’re going to see a description of Jesus Christ that is given to 
John, “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness.” So, Jesus over and over again 
in chapter 1, is described in various manners and then he reintroduces himself to the 
seven churches in this way. Good. 

Next thing, I just want to remind us that out of the seven churches, only two of them are 
not complimented by the Lord. There are no compliments for the church of Laodicea. 
None. Don’t forget that. That’s important.

Then the arch enemy of those at Laodicea is their self-sufficiency. They really thought 
they had everything together. Is Christ: A. the one who begun creation, or is he the first 
one created in creation? 

So, we’ve got chapter 3:14 here of Revelation. Now, let’s say that you came into this 
room with no background in the Bible whatsoever and you’re sitting down in this room 
and you’re hearing that Jesus is the beginning of the creation of God at chapter 3:14 of 
Revelation. “The beginning of the creation of God.” Now, it’s pretty important to the 
listener. Now, you’re probably thinking, “Who cares? I mean, what difference does it 
make if God first created Jesus and then they created everything together or if Jesus 
actually did the creating? Who cares?” Can anyone tell me why it would matter to the 
listener at Laodicea, particularly the church member, the saved church member at 
Laodicea? Why would it matter to them? I mean, really, theology that doesn’t affect our 
practice is useless. There is not like this part of our life that, you know, that’s God but the 
other stuff, that really doesn’t…I don’t know.

Really, if we don’t fix this in our hearts where we realize everything that we believe 
about God affects our thinking and then every way that we think, affects our behavior. If 
we don’t get that, then you’re going to hear things like the word Calvinism and you’re 
going to say, “Who cares? I mean, what does it really matter?” You’re going to hear 
things like pre-trib rapture and, “Who cares? Why does that even really matter?” You’re 
going to hear things like pre-mil rapture, “Who cares? Why does it even matter?” You’re 
going to hear things like old earth creation, “Who cares? Why does it even matter?” 

What I’m trying to get you to see is: how you view God affects the way you think and 
how you think affects your behavior. So, in short, your theology affects your philosophy 
and your philosophy affects your sociology or the way you behave. So, your theology 
affects the way you behave. So, when I ask you why does it matter whether Jesus was the 
first created or if he created everything at first, it matters. We just need to figure out why 
it matters.

Jason? (….) Well, let’s see. If we have a series of created beings. Let’s just say a series of 
created acts. Let’s call this Day One, Day Two, Day Three, Day Four, Day Five, Day Six 
and God is still, let’s just be honest here, a lot of those miracles that Jesus performed 
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were just his creation. Okay? Fish appeared. Are you all with me? Feeding 5,000. It 
wasn’t like he had this super long assembly line from the nearest lake and there were just 
1,000 fly fishers out there in waders up to their hips, filling baskets full of fish and 
handing it up to the Master as he’s distributing them and everyone thinks, “Wow, this is a 
real miracle.” No, there was a real creative act there. Every time they turned around, there 
were more fish.

Anyway, there is creation occurring. The creation of the universe, the creation of 
mankind definitely done on day six. I got it. But the people that say that Jesus was the 
beginning of the creation of God and that he was the first created being, well, then, I 
don’t mean to be irreverent, I’m just using shorthand here, then he’s just a part of creation 
and so what? I mean, he’s great but he’s not THE creator. Whereas, if he’s the one doing 
it, then we have quite a difference in potential. We have Jesus being the uncaused cause 
and all of a sudden, he is the God. 

Now, if you are THE God and that’s exactly how Arabic folks say it when they try to 
speak English, they always put a definite article in front of it when they talk about God to 
an English speaking person. It’s the strangest thing in the world. “You worship the God.” 
Yeah. Okay, so when they refer to God they call him the God. Has anyone else heard that 
over in Iraq, Afghanistan? Okay, yeah. So there are a few of us who have heard Arabic 
folks speak English and they say the God.

If Jesus is the God, how does that affect the way you’re taking instruction from him 
versus if he’s the first one that was created by God? (…) Yeah. You want to talk about 
self-sufficient? “I’ve always been here. I’ve always been here. I don’t need you to exist. I 
was God before you hatched. I’ll be God after you die. I’ll be God in eternity.” Jesus can 
say if he’s the Creator that he is the uncaused. He is actually Yahweh. He is actually 
Jehovah. He is the uncaused cause.

So, when the uncaused cause says to you, “You’re miserable,” that means something. 
When the uncaused cause says, “You need me,” that means something because then 
you’ve had the one who needs nothing telling you you need everything. If, on the other 
hand, Jesus is just the first created being, well, then, he needs someone too. He was 
caused. So, it matters to the listener which is true. It’s an issue of authority. Now, we’ve 
given a reason why it matters which way we go on this, but that still doesn’t mean that 
we have the right to just say, “Here’s what I think.” 

So, we need God to tell us what he means here when he says that Jesus is the beginning 
of the creation of God. I am fully aware that there are probably five different Bible 
translations in the room this morning. I’m also fully aware that I only have to use one. So, 
the truth is, though I know there are probably a plethora of different readings out there, 
we’re going to talk about the one that we use here officially and that is “the beginning of 
the creation of God.” I’m fully aware that some translations, like the NIV, fix it by 
removing the problem altogether but I don’t think that that is the best option.
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So, let’s talk for just a moment here and I know that you’re probably not going to leave 
saying, “Man, I just love Revelation.” But just bare with a minute. Okay? In this idea of 
trying to determine what a Scripture means, we have these circles of context. Now, what 
do I mean by that? I mean that we can do one of three things: we can guess what a 
passage means. We can guess what a passage means and we use all kinds of informed 
opinions as to what the passage means like a commentary, like your best buddy, like 
Facebook, like the blimp. You can use all kinds of neat things like you’re at the beach 
and you see a banner flapping behind a plane and you can just decide that that is the 
information you’re going to use to determine what chapter 3:14 means. Or, you can use 
other Scripture. So, I think that’s where we’re going to go.

Now, if I was, first of all, going to try to determine what “the beginning of the creation of 
God” means, does it mean that he’s the first created being or does it mean that he began 
creation? Okay? Well, then, I want to look first of all, in the immediate context or 
succeeding it. It could be verses before or after but how about first of all, the letter to the 
Laodiceans. Does that sound alright? Do we see any hints in there that it’s talking about 
one or both? That we can get an answer either way from this? Remember folks, this is not 
the idea and I feel like I have to say this: I hope that you don’t flop your Bible up on the 
back dashboard of the car, let the sun warp the cover and then pick it up again Sunday 
morning and wonder why you’re not growing in your ability to study the Bible. Phooey 
on that laziness. I’m trying to show you how to look in the immediate context and find 
out what the Bible means. Okay?

So, we had a comment back here. Was it Jason or Chris? I can’t remember. I thought one 
of you had an idea. 

So, the immediate context, do we see anything in the church of the Laodiceans that would 
give us an answer as to whether or not we’re dealing with the one who began the creation 
of God or the one who is the first, the beginning of the creation of God? Are we dealing 
with the one who is inside of this first circle, he was first created kind of like with the 
angels? Does anyone know of a false religion that teaches that? 

I don’t see anything in the immediate context of the letter so then what we would 
probably do is back up the scope a little bit and we would look at all seven letters. Do we 
see anything in any of the seven letters that leads us to believe? So, we back it up and we 
say, “Well, I don’t have any answers in the immediate context, let’s look in, maybe, the 
broad context.” So, we have the seven church letters. Do we see any hints at all that we’re 
dealing with an answer? Is Jesus the first created being or did he create everything? The 
words of “the first and the last. 

So, if we have this immediate context, we have these words “the first and the last,” that is 
great. So, 2:8, we have a word in this reference to the Laodiceans that deals with the first. 
It is the beginning of the creation of God. He’s referred to as “the amen.” Do you know 
what “the amen” means? It means, “That’s it. I agree. Let it be done.” As a matter of fact, 
the last word of the Bible is “Amen.” So, right here in his introduction to the Laodiceans, 
he is saying, “I’m the end and I’m the beginning.” Well, he said it in chapter 2:8. Did he 
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say it at all again in Revelation? As a whole. Chapter 1:18, look at it with me, “I am he 
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 
of hell and of death.” That kind of speaks to the after but what about the before? I mean, 
how do we know that he’s not the first created being? 1:11, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
first and the last.” So, we have 3:14 and then we have 1:8, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come.” Who is saying it? “The Almighty.” 

So, if we can demonstrate that Jesus is talking in 1:8, we can demonstrate he’s the 
uncaused cause. John 1:1-3, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” Alright, so we 
have this God and Word who was God together creating everything to the point where 
John says twice that if he didn’t make it, it wasn’t made. “And the Word was made flesh 
and dwelt among us.” So, this very Christ is the one who is identified as the one who 
made everything that John went out of his way twice of saying, “If he didn’t make it, it 
wasn’t made.” So, there are religions out there that teach that Elohim is not the uncaused 
cause. He is another god that was caused by another god. So, that’s why we’re being very 
articulate about this, the best that we can, the best that I can. 

You saw how far we got today. Wasn’t that amazing? It’s 10:25 and we’ve talked about 
Laodicea, part 1. Laodicea, part 1. That’s what we did today. Now, what did we answer, 
at least attempt to answer? Sufficiently for some, I hope, and that is we attempted to 
answer whether or not Jesus is the first created being or if he created. Now, remember 
folks, please understand: you’re going to get people at your front door and in your work 
place, they’re going to look at you and say, “I believe the Bible.” And they’re going to 
come up with beliefs that are completely different from yours and why? Why? Are you 
going to tell them, “You just don’t believe the Bible.” That’s not true. They’ve got verses 
like Revelation 3:14 that could be saying two different things. Yes? And the reason I took 
you through this exercise, anemic though it may have been, is because we don’t need to 
guess at what Scripture means most of the time. We back up a little bit and see, “Oh, he’s 
called the Almighty. He’s called THE beginning. He’s called THE Alpha.” Well, Alpha 
is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. Any letters before the Alpha? No, which means 
that before Alpha there were no letters. Before Christ there was nothing. He’s the 
beginning. He’s the end. He’s the Alpha. He’s the Omega. He’s the beginning of 
creation. He’s the amen.

So, 4-5 different ways in this book of Revelation, John has tried to show us that Jesus 
Christ is the Creator and, therefore, when he looks at his church and says, “I have need of 
nothing. You have need of everything,” that means the Berean Baptist Church ought to be 
very careful about acting and I’m talking about each particular member, we need to be 
very careful about acting as though we’ve got all the answers and that we have all the 
supply that we need, all the resources we need. Over here? He was before all things it 
says in Colossians. He was before all things and by him all things consist. He says that 
that’s the Son of God, Colossians 1:15-17. In other words, if it weren’t for Jesus, you 
would melt into this pool of molecular-less entropy underneath your seat and just be 
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nothing. Yeah. The seats would melt so there’d be nothing to get under. Thanks a lot for 
ruining my illustration.

Let’s pray.

Master, thanks for the opportunity to study your word. Please make us good students for 
your glory and for your kingdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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