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Psalm 24.   
 

A PSALM OF DAVID. 
 
The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,  
    the world and those who dwell therein, 
for he has founded it upon the seas  
    and established it upon the rivers. 
 
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  
    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,  
    who does not lift up his soul to what is false  
    and does not swear deceitfully. 
He will receive blessing from the LORD  
    and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
Such is the generation of those who seek him,  
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  
 
Lift up your heads, O gates!  
    And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
    The LORD, strong and mighty,  
    the LORD, mighty in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates!  
    And lift them up, O ancient doors,  
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
    The LORD of hosts,  
    he is the King of glory!1 

 

                                                
1 Psalm 24:1-10.  
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Psalm 24, a psalm which several of you indicated was your favorite psalm of David asks 
a couple of very significant questions that are worthy of our consideration. The first is 
found in verse three, actually a two part question.   
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?”2 
 
The hill of the Lord would refer to Mount Zion, Jerusalem where the ancient Jew 
believed one could best experience fellowship with the living God, there in his holy 
place. 
 
A paraphrase of these questions in verse three might be: Who can have fellowship with a 
holy God?   
 
I often include in our order of worship a question from the Heidelberg Catechism, 
question 60 which asks: How are you right with God? The answer begins: Only by truth 
faith in Jesus Christ.   
 
We have true fellowship with God through faith. David, who is mentioned among the 
heroes of faith in Hebrews chapter 11 speaks I this psalm of fellowship with God and he 
does so as he, through the Holy Spirit, is given a glimpse of the coming Savior Jesus. 
And we will come back to that. But David’s question in verse three about fellowship with 
God is one that produces and has produced many different answers over the years.  
 
Dr. Peter Jones who has spoken at our church retreat on a couple of occasions has been a 
New Testament professor at Westminster Seminary and has served as a missionary with 
MTW. But he has devoted the last several years of his life to the study of what used to be 
called comparative religions, but he keeps being reminded that on this important question 
of how we have fellowship with God the answers do not bear comparison. 
 
He tells once of attending the parliament of world religion in 1993 and being told by, 
quote, “A yellow robed Indian guru,” “You need faith, I don’t. I meet with the gods 
directly.”  
 
How nice.  Psalm 24, however, reminds us that the way to meet with God, the one true 
God, is through grace apprehended by faith. 
 
“Who shall ascend the hill l of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place?” 3 
 
Verse four continues: 
 
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart.”4 
 

                                                
2 Psalm 24:3.  
3 Ibid.  
4 Psalm 24:4.  
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We will come back to this verse which one might mistakenly believe teaches that we earn 
fellowship with God. That it’s not what is being taught. Look how verse five continues: 
 
‘”He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.”5 
 
Blessing is something we receive from the Lord. Righteousness is something we receive 
from the God of salvation.   
 
As the great preacher Charles Spurgeon put it, they do not ascend the hill of the Lord as 
givers, but as receivers, as we often sing. 
 
Oh, to grace, how great debtor, 
Daily I am constrained to be. 
 
Now, over the years most commentators have noted a connection between the language 
of Psalm 24 and the incident that is recorded in 2 Samuel six and elsewhere, that of David 
bringing the ark to Mount Zion, to that holy hill, to the holy place, Jerusalem.  Now we 
looked at 2 Samuel chapter six back in June, but allow a brief summation.   
 
In the previous chapters of 2 Samuel, David had won battles against the Philistines 
eliminating the wedge of enemy controlled territory which had previously separated the 
northern and southern tribes.  This allows Israel to grow as a nation and to enjoy a time of 
peace and prosperity.  This strikes David as a good time to do something he had been 
wanting to do, which is to bring the ark to Jerusalem, that the ark might have a home in 
Jerusalem.   
 
You recall the ark of the covenant is prominently mentioned in the Old Testament from 
the time of the Exodus.  And it is very important, because the ark symbolized the 
presence of God. The ark had been with the people of God in the wilderness, then as they 
crossed the Jordan, then as they conquered Jericho and on and on. But during a time of 
spiritual decline God had allowed the ark to be captured by the Philistines. And even after 
the ark had been recaptured, brought back to Israel, it had been moved to forest seclusion 
where it lay neglected and forgotten for over 50 years, but David had not forgotten the 
ark and he is concerned about the ark and the lack of honor that was given to it. So 
chapter six of 2 Samuel opens telling us that David brings the ark back to Zion.  

  
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand.  And 
David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-
judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name 
of the LORD of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim.6 

 
We are told that David gets more than a little bit mixed up about the proper way to bring 
the ark into Jerusalem. He has it brought on a new cart, we read in verse three, which 
                                                
5 Psalm 24:5.  
6 2 Samuel 6:1-2. 
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contrary to God’s regulations about transporting the ark using poles.  David wants the ark 
to dwell in a house. That is the language used in chapter seven, but God did not want 
David to do this.   
 
But still with all that David does wrong, he evidences an admirable zeal for the glory of 
God. He is troubled that the ark has been neglected. And when the ark is to return, were 
read of David gathering 30,000 men and others and then bringing up the ark of God. 
Imagine that spectacle of the ark entering Jerusalem followed by this throng. 
 
We read later in chapter six of 2 Samuel that when the ark actually makes it all the way 
into Jerusalem verse 14 tells us that David was so excited that he danced before the Lord 
with all his might. You will remember that his wife Michal felt this to be improper. Verse 
16 tells us that she looked out the window and saw King David leaping and dancing 
before the Lord and she despised him in her heart.  She feels that David is guilty of 
displaying excessive celebration, to use a term that comes from football.  
 
This fall there was a story concerning a high school football game. Two Louisville High 
players celebrated what appeared to be a game winning touchdown with a minute and 15 
seconds left to play. They pointed heavenward as a tribute to a close friend who had died 
just a couple of days before.  But the referees blew the whistle and called this excessive 
celebration and the ensuing penalty pushed back the ensuing kick off 15 yards which then 
enabled the other team to get into field goal range and then kick what was the winning 
field goal.  
 
There were a lot of complaints about this.  Later a commission ruled that the referees 
were correct in their ruling as the gesture could be considered, quote, “Offensive to the 
other team.”  
 
The world we live in. If you do anything that is offensive, of course, you have to be 
penalized.  And pointing heavenward is offensive to somebody. 
 
Well, David’s wife may have considered David’s celebration to be excessive, but David 
is so exuberant in his celebration because he sees this as a very special moment. The ark 
of the covenant, the ark of the Lord, the symbol of the presence of the living God.  
 
You recall that the Old Testament whenever the ark was lifted up, the people were to say, 
“Arise, oh Lord.” The ark was coming into Jerusalem, coming though the gates and 
coming to Zion, to God’s holy place signifying that God was now with his people. 
 
So what do we read Psalm 24 verse seven we understand why David is so excited. 
 
“Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, o ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in.”7 
 

                                                
7 Psalm 24:7.  
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That is what David is thinking of, the ark coming to Jerusalem. And when the ark came 
through the gates, the doors, the king of glory, the Lord of hosts was coming in. But, you 
see, David wants the people to do more than just open the gates of the city. He wants 
them to open their hearts to God and to live I proper fellowship with God. And so David 
begins Psalm 24 with a reminder of who God is.   
 
Verse one. 
 
“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein.”8 
 
What a statement in David’s age or in ours.  You know, it wouldn’t have been hard to 
convene a parliament of world religions in the ancient world.  For it was common people 
then to believe in many gods.  It was felt each tribe or nation had a god that was a God 
over that tribe or that nation.  And so whenever there would be a battle they saw the 
outcome determining which God was stronger.  But there were many gods, the thinking 
was, and each god had his or her area of limited power and control.  So you had a thunder 
god. You had a rain god. You had a sun god and on and on and on.  It is felt the Greeks 
had something like 30,000 gods.  It got so bad that it was said of the city of Athens that 
Athens had more gods than people.  Kind of like Chicago has more registered voters than 
people who are actually alive. But there are more gods than people in Athens. You may 
recall Acts telling us about Paul seeing what? A monument to an unknown God.  People 
just hedging their bet in case they missed one. They wanted to be on the safe side. 
 
The Babylonians regarded Marduk as the most popular god of a pantheon of 4000 gods.   
 
But the Bible asserts that God is not a god among many, a god with limited power over 
limited sphere, but he is the God of all the earth, the great sovereign God to whom 
service, worship and adoration are due. 
 
“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein.”9 
 
As the Westminster Confession of Faith puts it, “To him is due from angels and men and 
any other creature whatsoever, worship, service or obedience he is pleased to require of 
them.” 
 
It is interesting that verse seven will go on to call upon the gates, the doors to what? Lift 
up their heads. That is language used in the Old Testament to describe worship. This is 
figurative language, of course, similar to what Jesus will say on Palm Sunday about how 
if the disciples were silent the very stones would cry out in praise.  And you might want 
to keep Palm Sunday in mind.  We might see a connection later on in Psalm 24.   

                                                
8 Psalm 24:1.  
9 Ibid.  
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But because the earth is the Lord’s all those who dwell therein, everyone is to worship 
they true God.  
 
So on this special occasion when the ark is being brought into Jerusalem, David wants the 
people to have a proper focus.  
 
The Old Testament scholar E. W. Hengstenberg noted this. He said, “It was not the mere 
change of place of a symbol that was being celebrated, it was the bringing in of a new era 
in the relationship of God to his people.” 
 
And David exhorts the people to know the time of their visitation. That is what was so 
significant about the ark coming into Jerusalem. It marked a new era in the relationship of 
God to his people.  And so David exhorts the people to consider this relationship. And 
then he asked this question in verse three: 
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?”10 
 
Again, the ark of the Lord, the symbol for the Lord God has come into Jerusalem. The 
ark symbolized the holy majesty of God, of God who cannot be contained. So the 
question might well be raised: How can we puny individuals, how can we have 
fellowship with God? 
 
You may recall 2 Samuel as the story of a man by the name of Uzzah reaches out to 
steady the ark when the oxen stumble.  And it is not a good day for Uzzah, is it? God 
struck him down.   
 
All right, if you can’t even touch the ark, the who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who 
shall stand in his holy place? Who can draw near to the one who dwells in 
unapproachable majesty? 
 
Well, at this point every one can say, “Woe is me, I am undone.”  
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?”11 
 
Well, not me. No one is righteous, no, not one.  Here, though is where we need to 
remember that Psalm 24 is not about how we cannot have fellowship with God, but it is 
about how we can. And it is a celebration to what we can. And that, by the way, is what 
the ark was all about, God drawing near to his people in grace. The first mention of the 
ark is in Exodus 25 where God gives instructions on the construction of the ark to Moses. 
He tells him the ark is to have a gold covering that is called what? The mercy seat.  This 
part of the ark conveyed that a holy God provides a way of atonement for sinners. And 
God says about the mercy seat, Exodus 25:21-22, “And you shall put the mercy seat o the 
top of the ark, there I will meet with you.” 
                                                
10 Psalm 24:3.  
11 Ibid.  
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The ark was all about grace.  So who shall ascend the hill of the Lord and who shall stand 
in his holy place? In one sense the proper answer is no one.  But in another sense, the 
answer is anyone. Through God’s grace, anyone can draw near to God in faith and 
fellowship with him.   
 
Now, this in mind, you need to be careful how we go from verse three to verse four and 
what we conclude.   
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his holy place?”12 
 
Verse 24: 
 
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart.”13 
 
And different things are mentioned about behavior. Here I cannot help but think the late 
Church history professor Dr. John Gerstner who would give a warning to avoid what he 
called the theology of the first glance, reading something in the Bible or seeing 
something and just on the first glance coming to some conclusion.  
 
At first glance verses three and four might appear to be teaching what we call 
justification by works.  
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  And who shall stand in his holy place?”14 
 
Verse four. 
 
“He who has clean hands and a pure heart.”15 
 
He who has fellowship with God, he who earns that privilege by his own righteousness, 
his clean hands, his pure hearts.  Beware of the theology of the first glance, because the 
Bible consistently teaches that salvation is not by works. It is by grace. 
 
Ephesians two: 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.16 

 
Note how verse five goes on.  
 

                                                
12 Ibid.  
13 Psalm 24:4.  
14 Psalm 24:3.  
15 Psalm 24:4.  
16 Ephesians 2:8-9.  
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“He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation.”17 
 
How are we right with God?  We are right with God when we draw near to the mercy 
seat, when we receive blessing from the Lord, when we receive righteousness from the 
God of salvation.   
 
James Montgomery Boyce put it, “We have here an Old Testament expression of the 
doctrine of justification by faith.” 
 
David Dixon was a theology professor who taught at Glasgow which is in Ireland... just 
seeing if you are paying attention.  Glasgow, Scotland in the 17th century. And he wrote 
the following on this verse.  “The holy life of the true believer is not the cause of his 
justification before God, but he shall receive justification and eternal life as a free gift 
from God by virtue of the covenant of grace. Therefore it is said here that he shall receive 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.” 
 
So we need to see verse four as being not about justification, but being about 
sanctification. In other words, the person who by grace is given that privilege of 
ascending the hill of the Lord, of having fellowship with God on the basis of having 
received righteousness from God, not earning it, but receiving it as a gift, that one will as 
he enjoys fellowship with God will have the right attitude and will worship God with a 
pure heart.   
 
We are justified through faith, but we then seek to glorify God, the God of our salvation 
in how we live.  What we were reading about earlier in 1 John chapter three, we do 
certain things not to earn God’s love, but so we know that God’s love abides in us.   
 
And so verse four talks about someone having a pure heart, referring to inward holiness.  
Well, what does Jesus say? 
 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”18 
  
We read in verse four reference to he who has clean hands. This refers to outward 
holiness, holiness in deeds. Have you ever noticed how often God in his Word asks those 
who worship him to cleanse themselves? And a way that they do that and show that they 
have done that is outwardly, to cleanse themselves and to serve him with clean hands. 
But this biblical principle is not just something that is achieved through using soap and, 
what is it, washing long enough that you can sing happy birthday at the same time or 
using sanitizers?  I was down at the children’s museum the other day and kept seeing 
sanitizer dispensers about every 50 yards down there reminding me that I was there at the 
germ Woodstock, apparently.  The children, {?} have to do that, but clean hands they are 
talking about here are not just through soap or sanitizers.   

                                                
17 Psalm 24:5.  
18 Matthew 5:8.  
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We read earlier from the apostle’s creed and there is reference in the apostle’s creed to 
someone who had clean hands.  Can you think who it was? Pontius Pilate. He in one 
sense had clean hands after he washed his hands, right? Claiming to be innocent of the 
blood of Jesus after he had violated his own conscience and violated Roman law by 
agreeing to crucify Jesus whom he had three times declared to be innocent.   
 
He may wash his hands, but there was no out, out damn spot for him, was there, indeed.   
 
Verse four goes on. 
 
“...who does not lift up his soul...”19 
 
Again, lift up, the idea of worship. 
 
“...lift up his soul to what is false.”20 
 
He does not worship idols, but he worships the true God and does not swear deceitfully. 
He is a truthful, he is an honest person. 
 
So this is how we should live as we celebrate the privilege of having fellowship with 
God. But, again, David is not saying in verse four that our works our righteousness serve 
as the basis for our standing before God.  And we must note here if anyone knew that 
salvation is not the result of one’s own righteousness, it was David.   
 
Psalm 24 calls to mind the events of 2 Samuel six, the ark being brought to Jerusalem. In 
many ways that incident shows David at his best, having a zeal for God, a, godly desire to 
see the ark of God where it should be there in the holy hill and God’s holy place. But you 
read 2 Samuel six and following and we keep seeing David mess things up. He has the 
ark brought in with a new cart. God said they are to transport the ark with poles. David 
has it in his heart to place the ark in a house.  God sends Nathan to David in 2 Samuel, 
well, that is not the only place that God sends Nathan to David, to tell David that this, 
what David is doing is not what God wants. 
 
I am finding in recent years that one of the benefits of being a grandfather is that my 
reading horizons are being broadened.  Left to myself I might restrict my readings to 
theology or history or Civil War battles or mysteries, but being around grandchildren I 
find myself reading books I might not otherwise encounter. Recently, one of my 
grandchildren brought to my attention, actually introduced me to an author by the name 
of David Shannon who is best known for his Know David books.  Read any of these? 
Well, you need grandchildren and you will know a little bit more about it.  Know David. 
It is a series of books about a little boy  named David who is constantly doing things that 
prompt the response, “No, David.”  It turns out that Shannon’s frits book was written 
when he was a little boy. He made a book himself, drew the pictures, made a little story 
                                                
19 Psalm 24:4.  
20 Ibid.  
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and on every page he had drawn a picture of himself doing things he was not supposed to 
do and on every page he had written the words, “No” and “David” on it.  {?} something 
he was doing improperly. 
 
Years later his mother showed him that book. I wonder why she kept it all those years. 
But years later she showed him that book and that inspired him to come up with that 
particular series.  Actually has a Christmas one.  No snitching, no peeking. You get the 
idea.   
 
Well, you can read through  1 and 2 Samuel, the historical books that deal with the life of 
David and I would suggest it reads like one of these No David books.  David and the ark, 
but using a cart. No, David.  David and the ark and having it placed I a house. No, David.  
David walking around a rooftop seeing a beautiful... No, David.  And on and on. How 
many times does David hear that? No, David. So David is not going to write a psalm in 
which he describes himself as the author of his salvation claiming that his righteousness 
has earned the favor of God. David knew his own failings. David knew his need of 
forgiveness. 
 
Oh, I might digress for just a moment here.  I understand we have somebody today 
celebrating a birthday, correct, Dr. Lott? Ninety three. Happy birthday. We extend 
greetings. These are the kind of occasions when people speak to you about what  a good 
person you are and what a good life you have led and people are able to look back on 
their life and see the blessings of life given to him. You might ask the question: Have you 
done enough good things in your life to this point to earn salvation?  No, David, is the 
answer, right? Not at all. No matter how long we live, receiving blessing from the Lord, 
we know righteousness is not something we earn. It is something we receive from the 
God of our salvation. 
 
So, as I say, much of this psalm kind of points us backward to something that happened 
in David’s past.  But then you come to the final verses of Psalm 24 and we see a 
wonderful thing. God graciously gives to David a glimpse of the future.  And the one  
through whom we have forgiveness.  
 

Lift up your heads, O gates!  
    And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
    The LORD, strong and mighty,  
    the LORD, mighty in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates!  
    And lift them up, O ancient doors,  
    that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory?  
    The LORD of hosts,  
    he is the King of glory!21 

                                                
21 Psalm 24:7-10. 
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Think again of Psalm 24 that this hearkens back to. The procession with the ark of the 
covenant, the priests, David and his 30,000 men draws near to Mount Zion and David 
described as celebrating with all his might calls upon the gates of the city, the doors of 
the city to welcome God who is entering.  
 
Again, the ark was the symbol for God.  The ark is drawing nearing to Jerusalem so it can 
be said that God the King of glory is drawing near.  So lift up your heads, oh gates, that 
the King of glory may come in. The ark is coming in so it can be said that God is coming 
in to Jerusalem. 
 
But note that David speaks of God this way, as the King of glory.  In ancient times the 
people of a city would gather and rejoice whenever a victorious king who had led the 
army out to battle was returning at the head of his army and would enter the city leading 
captivity captive.  Who do you think David is writing about here in Psalm 24? He is not 
writing about himself only. He is not writing about any earthly ruler here.  Not when he is 
talking about the king of glory.  Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts.  David is 
not talking about himself. He is not talking about any earthly ruler.  He is celebrating God 
coming. That is what the ark is being to Jerusalem and to David.   
 
“Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in.”22 
But  consider this. We know that the psalms were used in worship for years, for centuries 
after their original composition after their original settings.  Many of you spoke of Psalm 
24 as a favorite.  You are not alone. It was a favorite of the Old Testament Jews. This 
psalm was used in worship. And according to rabbinical sources it was used as part of 
prescribed liturgy for the first day of the week, what we would call Sunday. Psalm 48 was 
always used for Monday, Psalm 82 for Tuesday, et cetera, et cetera.  But on Sundays 
Psalm 24 was used in worship. 
 
Further, it is felt that this psalm was used for what is called antiphonal singing with one 
voice or choir or part of a choir asking a question or making a statement and then another 
voice or choir, part of the choir giving the answer or responding.  
 
So it has been surmised in worship what you might have had was Psalm 24 would be the 
following, a choir approaching the temple or Jerusalem might sing,  
 
“Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in.”23 
 
At this a voice from within the walls of the temple or within Jerusalem would ask: 
 
“Who is this King of glory?”24 

                                                
22 Psalm 24:7.  
23 Ibid.  
24 Psalm 24:8.  
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And then the answer would be given: 
 
“The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!”25 
 
All through what we are reading there in verses seven through 10. 
 
Well, think of it this way. Psalm 24 was inspired by the ark being brought into Jerusalem 
symbolizing that God, the King of glory, who is this King of glory? The Lord Yahweh of 
hosts, that God was coming in, a huge procession followed the ark and celebrated as the 
ark approached.   
 
Psalm 24 came to be used in worship on Sundays.  I am going to give you a remote Bible 
trivia question here.  Can you think of an occasion in the gospels when a joyful 
procession followed accompanying Jesus as he entered Jerusalem? I will give you a hint. 
It was on a Sunday and people put palms down.  You might have the answer, right?  Palm 
Sunday.   
 
When the words of Psalm 24 were being sung in the temple Jesus was entering Jerusalem 
riding a donkey. The road from Bethany to Jerusalem dips down to the valley of Kidron 
so that the road rises up or ascends as one gets closer to Jerusalem. So as Jesus ascends 
the hill of the Lord and prepares to enter the gate—and the were different gates in 
Jerusalem—enter the gate just north of the temple precincts, quite possibly Psalm 24 is 
being sung. So a voice or a choir within the temple asks the question: 
 
“Who is this King of glory?”26 
 
And as the question is asked the answer is given as the crowd following Jesus says, John 
12:13: 
 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”27 
 
Do you think this is just a coincidence?  You know, one can hardly call Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday subtle.  We read in John 11 that after Jesus raises Lazarus the 
Sanhedrin plotted to kill him.  It was therefore certain that his next public appearance 
would bring a confrontation which almost inevitably would lead to his death. So does 
Jesus sneak into Jerusalem? Does he enter when few or no one would see? Not at all. He 
enters Jerusalem in broad daylight, in Passover when the population of Jerusalem swelled 
from its normal half million to over six million.  Jesus’ manner of entry cannot be called 
subtle, but it could be called suicidal, because he draws attention to himself, to the point 
that he enters when in worship the people are thinking of Psalm 24, about the King of 
glory, the Lord of hosts coming in.  Connect the dots. 
 

                                                
25 Ibid.  
26 Psalm 24:8.  
27 John 12:13.  
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Well, the Sanhedrin connected the dots and that is why five days after Palm Sunday they 
bring him up on the charge of blasphemy claiming to be God. 
 
Jesus enters Jerusalem knowing the way he does so will lead to his death.   
 
Psalm 24:8 speaks of the Lord, the King of glory this way, as the Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle.  Five days after Palm Sunday Jesus had not appeared to be 
mighty in battle when he is tearing across, when he is under Roman guard, under Roman 
condemnation, carrying a cross, that sign of shame. But we know that he is mighty in 
battle there. He is gaining the victory by dying on the cross. When Jesus enters Jerusalem 
through the northeast gate on Palm Sunday, he knew that the next time a crowd will 
watch him go through a gate would be on Friday when the King of glory would be taken 
out of Jerusalem, exiting through a gate on the west side of Jerusalem and led outside the 
city, not to a holy hill, but to a hill called Golgotha.  
 
“Lift up your heads, O gates!  And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory 
may come in.”28 
 
Interesting, Psalm 24 referring to God as the King of glory.  We have every reason to 
believe that the apostle Paul has this language, the King of glory, in mind when he 
reflecting upon Jesus’ crucifixion writes in 1 Corinthians 2:7-8: 
 

But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed 
before the ages for our glory.  None of the rulers of this age understood 
this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.29 

 
Language that comes from Psalm 24.   
 
So Psalm 24, this great Psalm raises two great questions. One is about the way to have 
fellowship with God, verse three.  
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?”30 
 
Well, actually the second question raised by Psalm 24 is also about the way to have 
fellowship with God.  And that is this question: 
 
“Who is this King of glory?”31 
 
We know the answer to that question is Jesus.   
 
Revelation 5:9 tells us that in heaven a new hymn is sung. Thou art worthy because you 
were slain and with your blood you purchased men for God.   

                                                
28 Psalm 24:7.  
29 1 Corinthians 2:7-8.  
30 Psalm 24:3.  
31 Psalm 24:8.  



Page 14 of 14 
 

 
Psalm 24 calls to mind the ark, the symbol for the presence of God being brought to 
Jerusalem. The ark was covered with the mercy seat and God had said about the mercy 
seat, “There I will meet with you.”  
 
The mercy seat was also referred to as the atonement covering and the Hebrew word that 
is used in the Old Testament could also be translated a propitiatory. And when it came 
time after Jesus went out through the west gate to Golgotha, died on the cross and when it 
came time after that for his apostles to explain what the cross meant, they would keep 
referring to the cross as a propitiation, that is, a sacrifice that makes atonement for sin. 
 
Paul in Romans will speak of God putting forth Christ as a propitiation by his blood to be 
received by faith.   
 
So do you know the answer to the first question from Psalm 24? 
 
“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?”32 
 
Well, you know the answer if you know the answer to the second question. 
 
“Who is this King of glory?”33 
 
Jesus is that King of glory.   
 
Charles Spurgeon said it very well. He said, “It is possible that you are saying, ‘I shall 
never enter into the heaven of God for I have neither clean hands nor a pure heart.’ Look, 
then, to Jesus who has already ascended the holy hill. He has entered as a forerunner of 
those who trust in him. He rides triumphantly into heaven and you shall ride there, too, if 
you trust in him.” 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Our Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are, indeed, that King of glory, the Lord strong 
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.  We thank you that you have overcome every 
enemy and that you now as King and head of your Church rule in triumph on behalf of 
your people.  We thank you, Lord Jesus, for that which you have done. We thank you that 
we can know ourselves as those who receive blessing from the Lord, righteousness from 
the God of our salvation.  We thank you, Lord Jesus, for being that Savior. We pray these 
things in your name. Amen. 

                                                
32 Psalm 24:3.  
33 Psalm 24:8. 


