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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 

[1]  McGee, J. Vernon, Thru the Bible with J. Vernon McGee, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers) 2000, c1981. 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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Three events shape all that we believe this morning: Christmas, the Cross, and 
Resurrection Sunday. 

Three places frame all that we believe this morning: Bethlehem, Golgotha, and the 
Empty Garden Tomb. 

At Christmas the Infinite One became and infant, the Creator laid in a cradle, the 
Most High slept in a manger. 

Without the manger -- we could have no Cross.  

Without the Cross – we can have no hope.  

Only a perfect man could take the place of sinful mankind. So the Wonder of 
Redemption starts at the Incarnation – when God became a man, Christ Jesus, the 
Son of David. The Scriptures devote Matthew 1-2, Luke 1-2 – four chapters our of 
1189 in the Bible, four chapters out of 260 in the New Testament, four chapters out 
of 89 in the Gospels – to this amazing event.  

Some of the greatest characters from the pages of Holy Writ come to life in this 
Drama of Christmas. This week we meet an aged couple from Judea named Zechariah
and Elisabeth parents of John the Baptist. In the weeks ahead we will meet within 
the pages of God's Word many more of the characters of Christmas -- the brooding 
and insecure Herod the Great; the hopeful and faithful Joseph and Mary; the seeking 
and worshipping Magi; the simple and obedient shepherds; and the waiting and 
watching Simeon and Anna.   

Open with me to Luke 1 and meet these two saints Zacharias and Elisabeth.    

Even the order of their names in Hebrew conveys a message from God. First we meet Zacharias 

whose name means “Yahweh remembers ”. Next we meet his wife Elisabeth (meaning “His oath”). 
Zacharias was one of 24,000 priests who served 2 weeks each year by rotation. As an aged man, it 
was a supreme honor given once in a lifetime to serve at the altar of incense. This was a high 

honor that was permitted to a priest but once in a lifetime. The incense was offered daily before the 

morning sacrifice at about 9 AM, and after the evening sacrifice, about 3 PM in the afternoon. It was 

probably the evening offering that was assigned to Zacharias. 

  
If you look closely you may notice that God often speaks to His people and calls them while they are

busy doing their daily tasks. Moses and David were called from caring for sheep; Gideon was 

called while threshing wheat; Peter and his partners were called while mending nets; and Paul as 

he was on a business trip out of town. It is hard to steer a car that is not moving. When we get to 

work -- God starts to direct us.     

So it was on this day in June of AD 7/8, while placing fresh incense upon the altar before the great 

curtain of the Holy of Holies towering 60 feet into the air above – that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias 

with a message from God. After four hundred years – God’s silence was broken. God had 

remembered His oath.    

God breaks through after 400 years of silence. Chronologically Dr. Luke begins the New 

Testament. He goes back to the birth of John the Baptist, to where the angel Gabriel 

appeared to John ’s father as he served in the temple. John ’s parents were Zacharias and 

Elisabeth. Zacharias means “God remembers, ” and Elisabeth means “His oath.” Together 

their names mean, “God remembers His oath.” When did God take an oath?    

Psalm 89:34–37 records God ’s oath: “My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips. Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto 
David. His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.”   

God swore an oath to David that one of his descendants would have an eternal reign. 

Christ is that descendant. “God remembers His oath!” God is ready to break through into 

human history after 400 years of silence. Notice that the Scripture tells us both Zacharias 

and Elisabeth were righteous. That is, they were right. How were they right? They 

recognized they were sinners and brought the necessary sacrifices[1].   

So there they are, two obscure people from 20 plus centuries ago. Known only to us 
from the pages of Scripture. Other than these few verses in Luke, little is known 
about Elisabeth. But this we should always remember –  

o       Elisabeth sang the first song of the New Testament (1.42-45). 

o       Elisabeth was the first person filled with the Spirit (1.41) in the New 

Testament. By the way the 1st Spirit filled family is this family. Elisabeth, John
(1.15), and Zacharias (1.67) were each described as filled with the Spirit of 
God. 

o       Elisabeth was the first recorded example of a New Testament woman of 

faith, even when her husband Zacharias was not. He was struck dumb 
because of his unbelief, but Elisabeth was not. She believed God (1.24-25). 

o       Elisabeth encourages Mary (1.45). Mary was a young woman with so many 

challenges as an unwed mother in the Jewish culture. Elisabeth was an older 
woman who had walked with God for many years, who assures Mary that 
God would bring to pass all that He had revealed to her. In that time and 
place, how Mary needed the loving encouragement that Elisabeth gave.    

Have you ever noticed that there is a great deal of singing that opens the story of the
Gospels? Dr. Luke is the writer who starts farther back in the account of the birth of 
Christ than any of the other gospel writers, and he recorded the songs. There is the 
song of Zacharias, the song of Elisabeth, the song of Mary, the song of Anna, and the
song of Simeon. There were a lot of songs connected with His birth. The church 
began singing, and the joy of these people is what called attention to them in the 
Roman world. Some day when we come into His presence we will sing a new song to 
the Lord, for He has done wondrous things! [2]   

So Christmas is introduced to us by a series of five Spirit prompted songs, with Elisabeth ’s being 

the first. 

¡ Elisabeth breaks into song at Mary ’s arrival known as from the first words of the Latin Vulgate as the 

“Exclamavit ” (1.42-45).  

¡ Mary follows with her marvelous “Magnificat ” (1.46-55) where she quotes over twenty different 

Scriptures! 

¡ Zacharias breaks forth into his famous “Benedictus” (1.68-79).  

¡ Angels break into the night sky over the shepherd ’s fields of Bethlehem with “Gloria ”  (2.14).  

¡ Simeon lifts his eyes to God holding baby Jesus in his arms and sings his “Nunc Dimittis ” (2.29-32).    

Next we hasten to Zacharias, though just one of 24,000 priests who served at the Temple 2 weeks 

per year – it is he who meets Gabriel. After he hears the good news of his son of promise – John 

the Baptist. He waits in muted silence for his unbelief. After 40 weeks of waiting (and studying 

God's Word) John is born and his dad sings.    

What was John doing while he had no voice? 

He spent the time set aside, handicapped as it were, studying God's Word! If you are incapacitated, 

crippled, handicapped, out of circulation, laid aside, out of work, and so on – you can waste the time

or turn it to gold. The choice is yours!    

The song that Zechariah sings summarizes the ministry of John pointing to Jesus. The song 

introduces the Coming One – Jesus, and explains why He came.     

Luke 1:67-80 Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 
  
68 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,  

o         Psalm 106:48 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel From everlasting to everlasting! And let all the 

people say, “Amen!” Praise the Lord!  
o         Exodus 3:16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, ‘The Lord God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, “I have surely 
visited you  and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 

  
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 

o         2 Samuel 22:3 The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 

salvation , My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from violence. 
o         Psalm 132:17 There I will make the horn of David grow; I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.
o         Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 

shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom , To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time 
forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

  
70 As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 

o         Genesis 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until 

Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
  
71 That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 

o         Psalm 18:17 He delivered me from my strong enemy , From those who hated me, For they were

too strong for me. 
  
72 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant, 

o         Jesus performed ALL the promises of God. Romans 15:8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a 

servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers , 
o         Leviticus 26:42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob , and My covenant with Isaac 

and My covenant with Abraham I will remember; I will remember the land. 
  
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

o         Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
o         Genesis 22:16-18 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have done this 

thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; 

and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  

  
74 To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 

o         Psalm 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 

  
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

o         Jeremiah 32:39 then I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the 

good of them and their children after them. 
  
76 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare His ways, 

o         Psalm 83:18 That they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, Are the Most High over 

all the earth. 
o         Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in 

the desert A highway for our God. 
o         Malachi 3:1 “Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, 

whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 
delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the Lord of hosts.  

  
77 To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 

o         Only Jesus can remit sins. Acts 10:43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, 

whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”  
  
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 
  
79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
  

o         Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You 

are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
o         Psalm 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye. 
o         Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 

in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 
o         Isaiah 32:17-18 The work of righteousness will be peace, And the effect of righteousness, quietness 

and assurance forever. My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, 

o         Isaiah 48:17-18, 22 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel: “I am the Lord your 

God, Who teaches you to profit, Who leads you by the way you should go. 18 Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, And your righteousness 
like the waves of the sea. “There is no peace,” says the Lord, “for the wicked.”  

o         Isaiah 60:1-3 Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For 

behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the Lord will arise over 
you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the 
brightness of your rising. 

  
By the act of faith, naming John as Gabriel had told him to do (1.63), God looses Zacharias ’ tongue 

and he bursts into a Spirit prompted hymn. If you read these verses closely, they reveal four 

beautiful pictures of what the coming of Jesus Christ to earth really means. 

1.      JESUS CAME TO OPEN OUR PRISON DOOR (v. 68). We see this in the word redeem  

which means “to set free by paying a price.” It referred to the ancient custom of releasing of

a prisoner or the liberating of a slave by purchasing them. When Jesus Christ came to 

earth, He came to bring “deliverance to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesus offers His 

salvation to us who are in bondage to sin and death. We are powerless to set ourselves 

free; only Jesus the Lamb of God could pay the price necessary for our redemption (Eph. 

1:7; 1 Peter 1:18–21). John 8 set free; Acts 16 prison; Mark 5 demoniac  
o       There is NO BONDAGE that His Power cannot break. Think of all those that Jesus 

freed: the leper in Mark 1, the demoniac in Mark 5; the palsied man by the pool in John

5; and countless others. 
o       There is NO FEAR that His Presence will not banish.   Matthew 28:20b “and lo, I am with

you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  
o       There is NO STAIN that is Precious Blood cannot cleanse. Revelation 1:5b “To Him 

who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood ”.  
o       There is NO PAST that His Words cannot make new. John 8:11 She said, “No one, 

Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”  

o       In Acts 16 the earthquake shook the jail doors open, and the chains fell off – but they 

had to get up and walk out!    

2.      JESUS CAME TO DEFEAT OUR ENEMIES -- OUR ENEMY WAS DEFEATED: The 

winning of a battle (vv. 69–75). In the Old Testament   a horn symbolizes power and victory

(1 Kings 22:11; Ps. 89:17, 24). As Zacharias had studied the Scriptures he reflects upon 

God as He is often pictured in the Old Testament delivering the army of His people as they 

are about to be taken captive. But when the Lord arises, the enemy is defeated. In the first 

word picture, we as captives are set free. In this second word picture our enemy is 

defeated so that he cannot capture us as prisoners any more.  God offers total victory to us 

His people. “The word salvation (Luke 1:69, 71) carries the meaning of “health and 

soundness.” No matter what the condition of the captives, their Redeemer brings spiritual 

soundness. When you trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, you are delivered from Satan ’s power, 

moved into God’s kingdom, redeemed, and forgiven (Col. 1:12–14). Where did the 

Redeemer come from? He came from the house of David (Luke 1:69), who himself was a 

great conqueror. God had promised that the Saviour would be a Jew (Gen. 12:1–3), from 

the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10), from the family of David (2 Sam. 7:12–16), born in David’s 

city, Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Both Mary (Luke 1:27) and Joseph (Matt. 1:20) belonged to 

David’s line. The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with 

His people (Luke 1:72), and it was promised by the prophets (Luke 1:70). Note that the 

results of this victory are sanctity and service (Luke 1:74–75). He sets us free, not to do our 

own will, because that would be bondage, but to do His will and enjoy His freedom .” [3]  

o       No enemy can stand before Him, not Death, not Darkness, not Despair, not Defeat, not

Defilement – nothing stands before Him.  
o       Matthew 1:21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 

will save His people from their sins.”  
o       John 8:31-36 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him,   “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make you free.” 34 Jesus answered them,   “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 

commits sin is a slave of sin. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free

indeed. 

  
3.      JESUS CAME TO PAY OUR DEBTS – BY HIS DEATH OUR DEBT WAS CANCELLED: 

(vv. 76–77). Remission  means “to send away, to dismiss, as a debt.” All of us are in debt 

to God because we have broken His law and failed to live up to His standards (Luke 7:40–
50). Furthermore, all of us are spiritually bankrupt, unable to pay our debt. But Jesus came 

and paid the debt for us (Ps. 103:12; John 1:29). This is the glorious truth of our great 

salvation through Christ.  

o       When Jesus JUSTIFIED us, we as sinners stood before God as accused, and were 

declared righteous by His imputed righteousness.  

o       When Jesus REDEEMED us, we as sinners stood before God as slaves and were 

granted freedom by His ransom. 

o       When Jesus FORGAVE us, we as sinners stood before God as debtors and our debt 

was forgotten by His payment. 

o       When Jesus RECONCILED us, we as sinners stood before God as enemies and 

were made friends by His peace. 

o       When Jesus ADOPTED us, we as sinners stood before God as strangers and were 

called sons and daughters by His choice. 

4.      JESUS CAME TO BRING THE DAWNING OF A NEW DAY – THAT KNOWS NO NIGHT 

(vv. 78–79). Dayspring means “sunrise. ” The people were sitting in darkness and death, 

and distress gripped them when Jesus came; but He brought light, life, and peace. It was 

the dawn of a new day because of the tender mercies of God (see Matt. 4:16). [4]   
o       I will always remember the longest night of my life. It started one misty early spring 

night in Canada. As my dad set up our tent out in a dark woods where we were on a 

fishing trip, he said, “we will be warm and dry all night if we just don ’t break the vapor 

barrier by touching the inside of the tent while it rains”.  
o       After supper we cleaned up the fried trout, put extra wood on the fire, and crawled into 

the tent. I snuggled down next to the mountain high shadow of my dad in the dark, and

started thinking about vapor barriers. Soon my dad was soundly asleep, snoring 

loudly to prove it. Unable to sleep with the sound of the rain, the sound of my dad, and 

my extreme curiosity – I gave in to temptation. Surely in the total darkness my dad 

would never know what I did. There in the darkness so complete I tried to see my 

hand in front of my face, and couldn ’t. Then I did it. I raised my finger slowly, carefully, 

and stealthily in the blackness to a point directly over my head. And then it happened. I 

felt the thin canvas of the old World War II Army surplus   pup tent. It was nothing, just 

damp canvas. Nothing happened, and I was ready to go to sleep. Just as I was falling 

softly into a sound sleep the first cold, harsh reminder hit my forehead – plop. A cold 

drop of rain fell directly down from that spot I had touched in the dark. And so they 

rained down upon me all night long. I was miserable, and didn ’t dare move and wake 

up my dad. 
o       Like clock work they fell all night long until my clothes were wet, then my pillow and 

finally my sleeping bag. All were soaked. That was the longest, darkest, coldest, and 

most miserable night of my life. It wasn ’t just the rain and wet – it was the growing 

awareness that my dad was going to wake up wet, and know that it was my fault. You 

can be sure as God once said, that your sin will find you out. Mine did, yours will.  
o       My longest night in Canada is nothing compared to the darkness of a soul that has no 

hope, no morning to long for, no new day to dream about. 

  
Jesus is the only key to the day that knows no night. 

He came into a manger one dark night to bear away the sin of the world. He will take your 

penalty, your debt, your stain, your sin if only you will ask Him. 

  
The story of Christmas is that the Sunrise has come, He is here, open your heart to Him! 

  
Songs through the Centuries

Songs have always been a part of the church. Songs reflect the era they were introduced. There are 

three that rise from three distinct eras: 

¡ Medieval stone churches with stone echoing chambers (5th  to 15th  Centuries) best characterized by 

the well known chant/song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”.  

¡ European Alpine Chalets (18th  Century) and the quiet sound of sleigh bells as we sing “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem”.  

¡ American Folk songs (19th  Century) “There’s a Song in the Air”.    

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” was originally used in the medieval church liturgy as a series 

of antiphons—short musical statements that were sung for the week of vesper services just before 

Christmas Eve. Each of these antiphons greets the anticipated Messiah with one of the titles 

ascribed Him throughout the Old Testament: Wisdom, Emmanuel, The Lord of Might, The Rod of 

Jesse, Day Spring, and The Key of David. 

The haunting modal melody for the verses is also of ancient origin. It is based on one of the 

earliest forms of sacred music known—the Chant or Plain Song.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 

exile here until the Son of God appear. 
O come, O come, Thou Lord of might who to Thy tribes, on Sinai ’s height, in 

ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe.  
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan ’s tyranny; from depths of 

hell Thy people save and give them vict ’ry o’er the grave.  
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; O 

drive away the shades of night and pierce the clouds and bring us light. 
O come, Thou Key of David, come and open wide our heav ’nly home where all 

Thy saints with Thee shall dwell—O come, O come, Emmanuel!   

Refrain: Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.[5] 

  
Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848  

English translation by John F. Young, 1820–1885  

 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11) 

When this beloved hymn was written by two humble church leaders for their own mountain 

village parishioners, little did they realize how universal its influence would eventually be. 

Joseph Mohr, assistant priest in the Church of St. Nicholas in the region of Tyrol, high in the 

beautiful Alps, and Franz Gruber, the village schoolmaster and church organist, had often talked 

about the fact that the perfect Christmas hymn had never been written. So Father Mohr had this goal

in mind when he received word that the church organ would not function. He decided that he must 

write his own Christmas hymn immediately in order to have music for the special Christmas Eve 

mass. He did not want to disappoint his faithful flock. Upon completing the text, he took his words to

Franz Gruber, who exclaimed when he saw them, “Friend Mohr, you have found it—the right song—
God be praised!”  

Soon Gruber completed his task of composing an appropriate tune for the new text. His simple

but beautiful music blended perfectly with the spirit of Father Mohr ’s words. The carol was 

completed in time for the Christmas Eve mass, and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their new 

hymn to the accompaniment of Gruber ’s guitar. The hymn made a deep impact upon the 

parishioners even as it has on succeeding generations.  

When the organ repairman came to the little village church, he was impressed by a copy of the 

Christmas carol and decided to spread it all around the region of Tyrol. Today it is sung in all major 

languages of the world and is a favorite wherever songs of the Christmas message are enjoyed. 

Silent night! holy night! all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child, 
holy Infant, so tender and mild—sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night holy night! shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven 
afar; heav’nly hosts sing alleluia—Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!  

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love ’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy 
face with the dawn of redeeming grace—Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy 
birth. 

[6] 

 

  Born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, Josiah Gilbert Holland began his professional career as a 

medical doctor. But soon he became involved in writing and editorial work and eventually helped 

establish Scribner’s Magazine.  “There ’s a Song in the Air” first appeared in a Sunday school 

collection in 1874 and five years later in Holland ’s Complete Poetical Writings.  The present tune, 

“Christmas Song, ” was composed for these words by Karl P. Harrington approximately 25 years 

later. The composer was a recognized church musician, serving in various Methodist churches as 

organist and choir director. He was also one of the musical editors for the Methodist Hymnal of 

1905, when the present version of the carol first appeared. 

There’s a song in the air! There ’s a star in the sky! There ’s a mother ’s deep 
prayer and a baby ’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the 
manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

There’s a tumult of joy o ’er the wonderful birth, for the Virgin ’s sweet Boy is the 
Lord of the earth. Ay! the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger of 
Bethlehem cradles a King! 

In the light of that star lie the ages impearled, and that song from afar has swept 
over the world. Ev’ry hearth is aflame—and the beautiful sing in the homes of the 
nations that Jesus is King!  

We rejoice in the light, and we echo the song that comes down thru the 
night from the heavenly throng. Ay! we shout to the lovely evangel they 

bring, and we greet in His cradle our Savior and King![7] 

  SALVATION IS OF THE LORD

There are several things about this that we need to note. Salvation is God’s work for us. 

Salvation is never man ’s work for God. God cannot save us by our works, because the only thing 

that we can present to Him is imperfection, and God simply does not accept imperfection. However,

we are unable to present perfection to Him. If it depended on us or our works, if it depended on our 

doing something, we could never be saved. To begin with, we are lost sinners, dead in trespasses 

and sins. If deliverance is to come, it will have to come to us like it did to Jonah, who was dead and 

hopeless in that fish. If he is to live, if he is to be used of God (and he is going to be used), it will be 

because “Salvation is of the LORD.” And if you ever get saved, it is because salvation is of the Lord.  

Salvation is such a wonderful thing that you can put it into three tenses: I have 
been saved—past tense; I am being saved—present tense; I shall be saved—future 
tense. So salvation is God ’s work from beginning to end. Let ’s look for a moment at 
what Scripture has to say about this. 

1. I have been saved—past tense. The Lord Jesus Christ said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life …” (John 5:24). The moment 

you trust Christ you have everlasting life. That is something that took place in the past for those who are

Christians today. If sometime in the past you trusted Christ, that was all His work—you trusted what He 

did. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life …” (John 3:36). You received life when you 

trusted Christ. You did nothing, nothing whatsoever—He offered it to you as a gift. “… the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). I have been saved. How was I saved? By 

trusting Christ and His  work. It was “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 

Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  

2. I am being saved—present tense. God is not through with us; He intends to continue to work in our 

lives. We are told “… work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh 

in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12–13). You can ’t work it out until God has 

worked it in. Paul could say, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 

the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9). That ’s great, but the apostle 

didn’t stop there; he went on to say, “For we are his workmanship …” (Eph. 2:10). His workmanship? 

Yes. “Created in Christ Jesus”—we were given a new life; Paul adds, “Created in Christ Jesus unto 

good works.” So that now by the power of the Holy Spirit, the child of God is to produce fruit. The Lord 

Jesus said that He wanted us to bring forth much fruit (see John 15:1–5). Paul writes in Galatians, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:22–23). All of these marvelous, wonderful graces 

are His work, and He wants to work them in you today. You and I ought to be growing in grace and in 

the knowledge of Christ. I am being saved— I ought to be a better Christian today than I was last year. I 

get a little discouraged in that connection, because sometimes I feel that I ’m like the proverbial cat which 

climbed up three feet on the pole in the daytime but slipped back five feet at night! I feel like I haven ’t 
gotten very far, but nevertheless, there has been some growth. Don ’t be satisfied with me, because He 

is not through with me yet. “Salvation is of the LORD .”  
3. I will be saved— future tense. There is coming a day when I will be saved. Paul said to that young 

preacher, Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). As Paul talked to him about the 

wonderful Word of God, he also said, “… from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 

able to make thee wise unto salvation …” (2 Tim. 3:15). Since Timothy was already saved, what did 

Paul mean when he said, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”? He meant that the 

Scriptures would enable Timothy to grow and enable him to live for God. “Salvation is of the LORD .” This

is a wonderful statement, and it is found in the Old Testament in the Book of Jonah. Do you know where

this man learned that? He learned that when he was swallowed by a fish and then vomited out—then 

he was able to make this statement.[8] 

A THANKSGIVING OFFERING TO GOD

Mark 12:41-44 

41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the 
treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42 Then one poor widow came and 
threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself 
and said to them,  “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than
all those who have given to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Luke 21:1-4 

1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, 2 and He 
saw also a certain poor widow putting in two mites. 3 So He said,  “Truly I say to you 
that this poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance 
have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that 
she had.”  

 1 Chronicles 29:9 

9 Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart 
they had offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced greatly. 

  

All I have belongs to you, 

For all I have has come from you. 

Nothing I own, nothing I possess, 

Is by my own hands, its by Your Faithfulness. 

So please take this offering, 

From a heart of Thanksgiving. 

For You’ve given all I have.  

 
 JUNIOR HIGH QUESTIONS 

Hi Pastor Barnett,
I have a couple more questions for you from our Jr. Highers for when you come visit 
on November 30.

1.      How could Jesus "grow " in wisdom and stature, if He already knew everything--

Luke 2:52 

2.      How did people become demon-possessed?  If it had to do with letting the devil 
take over, how did children become possessed? 

3.      In 1 Samuel when David goes to fight Goliath, he first talked to Saul.  If Saul knew
that if David lost the battle they would all become slaves.  Why did Saul let David 
go?? 

4.      I thought the "high place" often referred to in the Bible, particularly 1 and 2 Kings 

as evil.  Yet David offered sacrifices at the high places as well ( 1Chrinicles 16-39, 
21:29-30)  Is there a Distinction?? Or was this also wrong in the Lord's sight??  

o       The word is the same bamah but the usage is different. In 2Sam 22.34; De 32.13 it is 

positive, most he rest = negative. The key was paganism. Lev 26.30; 1K 

5.      Will we become more conservative as we become more like Christ?? 

o       b : marked by moderation or caution <a conservative estimate> c : marked

by or relating to traditional norms of taste, elegance, style, or manners <a
conservative suit> 

o       Etymology: Middle English, from Middle French conserver, from Latin 

conservare, from com- + servare to keep, guard, observe; akin to Avestan 
haurvaiti he guards
Date: 14th century  

6.      How do we communicate the truth of the Gospel and still be full of Grace??  

Study Christ's ministry. John 1.14-17  full of grace & truth 
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