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It may be proper, before concluding our remarks on this chapter, 
to correct a mistake into which some god men have fallen with 
regard to the nature of that unbelief which led to the exclusion of the 
Israelites from Canaan, and which has led, we are disposed to think, 
to important and dangerous misapprehension regarding the nature of 
unbelief by which a man is excluded from the celestial rest. The 
promise of bringing the Israelites into Canaan has been considered 
by some as an absolute, unconditional promise made to that 
generation; and the faith required of them, as a belief on the part of 
every individual that he would infallibly enter into the possession of 
the land; and that the unbelief for which the Israelites were punished 
was the disbelief of the promise viewed in this light. And as there is 
plainly an analogy between the promise revealed to the Israelites and 
the promise revealed in the Gospel, they have argued that there is an 
absolute promise of salvation made to every hearer of the Gospel, 
and that the faith required of him is a belief that he himself shall be 
saved and enter into the possession of the heavenly rest. 

Let us look at the promise made in reference to Israel entering 
into the promised land: “I will bring you into the land, concerning 
the which I did swear to give to to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; 
and I will give it to you for an heritage: I am the Lord” (Ex. 6:8). 
This is a promise which refers to Israel as a people, and which does 
not by any means necessarily infer that all, or even that any, of that 
generation were to enter in. No express condition is mentioned in 
this promise ― not even the believing it. Yet, so far as that 
generation was concerned, this, as the event proved, was plainly 
implied; for, if it had been an absolute, unconditional promise to that 
generation, it must have been performed, otherwise He who cannot 
lie would have failed in accomplishing His own word. There can be 
no doubt that the fulfillment of the promise to them was suspended 

on their believing it, and acting accordingly. Had they believed that 
Jehovah was indeed both able and determined to bring His people 
Israel into the land of Canaan, and, under the influence of this faith, 
gone up at His command to take possession, the promise would have 
been performed to them. This was the tenor of the covenant made 
with them. “‘Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and 
keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure into Me 
above all people: for all the earth is Mine. And ye shall be be unto 
Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words 
which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.’ And Moses came, 
and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all 
these words which the Lord commanded him.  And all the people 
answered together, and said, ‘All that the LORD hath spoken we will 
do.’ And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD. 
And the LORD said unto Moses, ‘Lo, I come unto thee in a thick 
cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, and believe 
thee for ever.’ And Moses told the words of the people unto the 
LORD” (Ex. 19:5-9). Again, “For Mine Angel shall go before thee, 
and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I 
will cut them off. Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve 
them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, 
and quite break down their images” (Ex. 23:23-24). Their unbelief 
and disobedience are constantly stated as the reasons why they did 
not enter in. “Because all those men which have seen My glory, and 
My miracles which I did in Egypt, and in the wilderness, have 
tempted Me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to My 
voice” (Num. 14:22). “For the children of Israel walked forty years 
in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which 
came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord: unto whom the Lord sware that He would not show 
them the land which the Lord sware unto their fathers that He would 
give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey” (Josh. 5:6). And the 
Apostle said [Brown is back to the Hebrews passage], “They could 



not enter in because of unbelief” (Heb. 3:19). God promised to bring 
Israel into the land of Canaan; but He did not promise to bring them 
in whether they believed and obeyed or not. No promise was broken 
to these men, for no absolute promise was made to them. But their 
unbelief did not make the promise of God of none effect. It was 
accomplished to the next generation. “And the Lord gave unto Israel 
all the land which He sware to give unto their fathers; and they 
possessed it, and dwelt therein” (Josh. 21:43). Joshua appeals to the 
Israelites themselves for the completeness of the fulfillment of the 
promise. “And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: 
and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one 
thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God 
spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one 
thing hath failed thereof” (Josh. 23:14). That generation believed the 
promise that God would give Canaan to Israel, and, under the 
influence of this fact went forward under the conduct of Joshua, and 
obtained possession of the land for themselves. 

The Gospel promise of eternal life, like the promise of Canaan, is 
a promise which will assuredly be accomplished. It is sure to all “the 
seed.” They were “chosen in Christ before the foundation of the 
world.” Eternal life was promised in reference to them before the 
times of the ages, and confirmed by the oath of God. They have been 
redeemed to God “by the blood of the Lamb,” and are all called in 
due time according to His purpose. Their inheritance is “laid up in 
heaven” for them, and “they are kept for it by the mighty power of 
God, through faith unto salvation.” And they shall all at last “inherit 
the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of the world.” 

But the Gospel revelation does not testify directly to any one that 
Christ so died for him in particular, that it is certain that he shall be 
saved through His death: neither does it absolutely promise salvation 
to all men; for in this case all must be saved, ― or God must be a 
liar. But it testifies that “God is in Christ, reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing to men their trespasses ― seeing He ever 

liveth to make intercession for them;” and it promises that 
“whosoever believeth in Christ shall not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” It proclaims: “He that believeth shall be saved ― he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” It is as believers of the truth that we 
are secured of eternal life; and it is by holding fast this faith of the 
truth, and showing that we do so, that we can alone enjoy the 
comfort of this security. [I.e., assurance is based not solely on God’s 
promise but on evidence of a work of grace in us, assuring ut that we 
ourselves are of the elect.] “The purpose of God according to 
election must stand,” and all His chosen will assuredly be saved; but 
they cannot know their election ― they cannot enjoy any absolute 
assurance of their salvation ― independent of their continuance in 
the faith, love, and obedience of the Gospel. “And beside this, giving 
all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And 
to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things 
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these 
things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be 
established in the present truth” (2 Pet. 1:5-12). And to the Christian, 
in every stage of his progress, it is of importance to remember, that 
he who turns back, turns “back to perdition”; and that it is he only 
who believes straight onward ― that continues in the faith of the 
truth ― that shall obtain “the salvation of the soul.


