
WHO IS AT THE DOOR?
REVELATION 3:20

Introduction
Have you ever knocked on someone’s door, and you know they are home, but
they didn’t answer?  

Or maybe there was someone knocking at your door and when you sneaked a
peek out the curtains you saw it is was someone you really didn't want to meet
with, so you didn't answer the door pretending not to be home. 

Or maybe there was someone knocking at your door and you didn’t have time
to meet with them so you didn’t answer the door pretending not to be home.

Or maybe there was someone knocking at your door and you had so much
going on in the house that you couldn’t even hear them knocking at the door.

Did anyone knock at your heart’s door this past week?  Did the Lord come
knocking at your heart’s door desiring to have some fellowship with you
this past week?  

Did you hear Him?  Or was there too much going on for you to even know He
was there?  

Maybe you heard him knocking, but did you let Him in to spend some time
with You?  Or were you too busy for Him? 

George Mueller once said "I saw more clearly than ever that the first great
and primary business to which I ought to attend every day was to have my soul
happy in the Lord.  The first thing to be concerned about was not how much I
might serve the Lord, how I might glorify the Lord, but how I might get my
soul into a happy state and how my inner man might be nourished."   

Read Revelation 3:20 

This verse is often applied to the "unbeliever" pointing to their need of
salvation.  Although it may be said that Christ is knocking at the heart’s door
of the unbeliever desiring to come in and take up residence, that is not what
this verse is speaking about.  
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The truth is that Christ is addressing the church of the Laodiceans here! 
(Revelation 3:14)  And He is addressing anyone with an ear to hear to Him! 

Christ speaks to this church pointing, not to their need of salvation, but of their
need to spend time with Him!

Christ had been put outside the Church so to speak because He was outside of
the hearts and minds of those who made up this Church rather than in the
forefront of their hearts and minds where He belonged!  

Christ stood knocking, seeking an entrance back into the lives of this Church
who was His Church that He bought and paid for with His own blood!

Understand that if our only exposure to God is a Sunday school class, a
preaching/worship service, or some other public meeting, then we, like the
Laodiceans,  have placed Christ outside the realm of influencing us in our
everyday lives!

Christ wants back into our lives in a real way!  However, before that can
happen, we must first sense our need and then let Christ in to supply our need! 

I. SENSING OUR NEED!
Revelation 3:20a  Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  

I’m not sure how, but the Laodiceans had become … 
1. Self-Deceived–“. . .thou sayest. . .and knowest not that thou

art. . .”  (3:17)
Is there a difference between what we are saying about our
spiritual walk and what the reality of our spiritual walk is?

The people of this Church at Laodecia  were blinded to their
true spiritual condition! 

If you had asked them they probably would have claimed to be
fundamental, Bible believing Christians! But Christ says to
them “...anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.”
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The Laodiceans had become Self-Deceived...
2. Self-Absorbed–“I am rich, and increased with goods...” (3:17)

These were like those Paul warned Timothy about in 
1 Timothy 6:5–“. . .supposing that gain is godliness . . .”
“We’re prospering financially so we must be doing OK”

The Laodicean Church is described by the Savior as not being
hot or cold, but rather lukewarm.  (You get lukewarm when
you mix hot and cold together–more cold than hot!  Think of
the hot as being their beliefs and the cold being their practice.)

What are some examples of lukewarmness? (Hold on...)
a. Believing that you ought to be in the right kind of

Church (hot), but then not fully supporting the
ministries of that Church with your Time, your Talent,
and your Treasure (cold)!

b. Believing that the Church should be involved in
Worldwide Missions (hot), but personally doing very
little to nothing to see that the Gospel can get to a lost
and dying world (cold).

c. Believing that the Church should be a consistent
witness of the Gospel (hot), but then not getting
involved personally in witnessing with our lips or our
lives (cold).

d. Believing that the Church should be supported by
Tithes and Offerings (hot), and then not tithing but
rather giving sparingly and/or grudgingly if at all (cold).

e. Believing that the Church should minister to different
people groups (such as children, senior citizens, jail or
prison ministry, nursing home ministries) (hot), but then
not getting involved personally in any ministry yourself
(cold).
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f. Believing that the Church should have some life to it
(hot) and then coming to Church with a wrong spirit
and grieving the Holy Spirit of God and refusing to let
the message from the Word of God through the man of
God affect you in any real way (cold)!

g. Believing that the Church should have a good music
program (hot) but then not being willing to get involved
in making the music program good and maybe even not
participating personally in congregational singing (cold)

h. Believing that the Bible is the inspired Word of God
and should be the only basis of our Faith and Practice
(hot), but then spending little or no time in it and not
really living by its precepts personally! (cold)

i. Believing that the preacher should preach sermons that
name sin (hot), then getting upset when he names your
sin (cold).

j. Believing in the power of  prayer (hot), and then not
praying (cold).  (e.g.  Prayer meeting...prayer list)

k. Believing that leaders should have some high standards
in their lives (hot) and then having little if any standards
in your own life so that you can be used by God (cold).

l. Believing that the ministry of the Lord is important
(hot), and then not wanting to get consistently and
actively involved in any ministry (cold).

m. Believing that lukewarmness is wrong (hot), and then
refusing to acknowledge the lukewarmness in our own
lives (cold).

(Which brings us to the third thing they had become. . .)
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Self-Deceived
Self-Absorbed

3. Self-Sufficient–“and have need of nothing.”  (3:17)
They were satisfied with living life after the flesh and
fulfilling  the lusts of their flesh!

The things they possessed became more important to them
than the God Who gave them the things!

They became satisfied with what God had given them when
they should have been dissatisfied with what they had given
God!

They could not sense of their need of close fellowship with
Christ! 

To be without a real sense of need in our Christian life is a sure
sign of spiritual decay in our life.

Charles Spurgeon says … “For many Christians, it is enough
for them to be sound in doctrine, and tolerably correct in
practice.  They care far less than they should about having
intimate communion with him … all other things are dry and
barren unless we are enjoying the love of Christ, unless we
bear His likeness, unless we dwell continually with Him,  and
rejoice in His love."  (Spiritual Gleaning) 

The description of the Laodicean’s lives being … neither hot or
cold (lukewarm), self-sufficient, prideful … wretched,
miserable, poor, blind and naked. … all speaks of them not
spending time with the Lord. 

Matthew 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.
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Being poor in spirit is to admit our need for God and that
without Him we are nothing and really have nothing!  

Nothing that we have or hope to attain outside of God will meet
or surpass our need to be with Him and abide in Him!

Do you sense your need today?  If so … you are getting closer
to having your need supplied? 

SENSING OUR NEED.
II. SUPPLYING OUR NEED! Revelation 3:20b  ... If any man hear My

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,  and will sup with him,
and he with Me.” 

The invitation at hand is to “hear and do.”  

To hear the voice of Christ calling out “is anybody home?” and to
open the door and let Him in for the purpose of fellowship! 

If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him …
The question is... will we open the door and invite Him in? 

I will sup with him … do we long for that close fellowship with Him? 
and He with Me … will we pull up to the table and fellowship with
Him? 

“Supper time” was the evening meal … more personable and intimate
than the hurry of breakfast and lunch.  

The “supper” meal was designed for fellowship … for spending time
together.  Many have lost that both in their family life and spiritual
life!  
1. The Christian Life Is A Supplied Life!  

Ephesians 1:3–“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ:”
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It comes not only from our RELATIONSHIP — “in Christ”
It comes from our ABIDING FELLOWSHIP! — John 15

The Christian Life Is A Supplied Life...
2. The Christian Life Is A Prepared Life!

Ephesians 2:10–“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.”

We have been prepared to live by Him!  His life is our life!
       We have been prepared to live in fellowship with Him!

We have been prepared to walk in His ways!

The Christian life has already been lived for us and help is
available to us!
Hebrews 4:15-16–“For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”  

When we come to the end of ourselves … we will not only
sense our need of Christ, but we will discover He is “all” we
need. 

Conclusion
Who’s knocking at your door?   
Beware … Sin knocks at your door   (Temptation on every hand!)
God told Cain in Genesis 4:7  "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?
and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door."

Be Aware ...  The Holy Spirit knocks at your door!  (For your salvation!)

Be Aware … Christ knocks at your door!  (For your abiding fellowship!)
Is Christ patiently waiting for you to answer your heart’s door?  Is He on the
outside looking to get in?  Don't disappoint Him! Get out of your
lukewarmness and open the door and sup with Him!   
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