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John 1:14–18 

14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  

15  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He 
who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”  

16  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  
17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  
18  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 

Father, He has declared Him. 
 

Why Jesus Came 

John 1:17-18 

 

INTRO: 

 

 Last week we looked at the first mountain top in the prologue of the Gospel of John 

in John 1:14. John told us how the Word, which was in the beginning, was with God 

and was God became flesh and dwelt among us. The second mountain top is 1:18. 

John 1:14 told us how He came, verses 17-18 tell us why He came. “For the law was 

given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 

has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 

Father, He has declared Him.” 

  I. Moses and Jesus Christ (v.17) 

II. Jesus Showed us God (v.18) 

 

I. Moses and Jesus Christ (v.17) 

 

v.17    “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ.”  

 

A. Why did the Word become flesh and pith His tent among us? Moses was the key 

figure in the history of God’s revelation to His people. God gave the Law through 

Moses. The Law showed who God was and what was necessary for a sinful people to 

approach a Holy God. Paul explained the purpose of the Law in Galatians 3:19-24.  

“What purpose then does the law serve? It was added [for the sake of defining] 

transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it 

was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. Is the law then against 

the promises of God?  Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which 

could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. But the 

Scripture has confined all under sin that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ 

might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept under 

guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 
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Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 

by faith.”  

 

B. Verse 17 is a summary of God’s gracious revelation of Himself through history. 

Moses was the highlight of the revelation of our need for salvation and a Savior. The 

Lord Jesus Christ is the completion of the revelation giving us the Savior who can 

make us acceptable to God through our faith in Him.  

Hebrews 1:1-2    “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 

past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His 

Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

worlds.” 

 

C. The Lord Jesus Christ is the completion of the revelation of God’s plan of 

Salvation. The grace and truth that we can have by faith is in the eternal Son of God 

who became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 

II. Jesus Showed us God (v.18) 

 

John 1:18    “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 

the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”  

 

A. We can see how John sums up all he is saying in this one phrase. I think 

sometimes we could add, “Speaking of Moses.” Do you remember how the LORD 

responded when Moses talked with Him in Exodus 33:18-20?  

“And [Moses] said, ‘Please, show me Your glory.’ Then [the LORD] said, ‘I will 

make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD 

before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have 

compassion on whom I will have compassion.’ But He said, ‘You cannot see My 

face; for no man shall see Me, and live.’’” 

 

B. Although God spoke with Moses face to face, Moses did not actually see God. He 

saw some kind of theophany. But when the Word became incarnate, He became 

flesh and dwelt among us, we can see God in the face of Jesus Christ. He declares 

(exegetes) who God is. 

 

1. Remember the great revelation of the person of God in Isaiah 40:9?  

“O Zion, You who bring good tidings, Get up into the high mountain; O 

Jerusalem, You who bring good tidings, Lift up your voice with strength, Lift it 

up, be not afraid; Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  

2. Then in verse 18?  

“To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him?”  

No one or anything can represent who God is. No Idol made with human hands, 

nothing in all creation is sufficient. When the Word became flesh and dwelt 
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among us and we beheld His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, we 

finally, see God in the person of Jesus Christ, God incarnate. 

 

C. We see God when we see Christ in the Gospels. There is a very interesting 

passage in John 12. Jesus spoke and did miracles before the Jews and they did not 

believe. John explained this by quoting twice from Isaiah 6. The passage where 

Isaiah saw the LORD high and lifted up and his robe filling the temple. John wrote in 

John 12:41,  

“These things Isaiah said when he saw {The Lord Jesus Christ’s} glory and 

spoke of Him.”  

In the whole of His life our Lord showed us who God the Father is. 

 

D. We began with the statement, “No man has seen God at any time.” Moses 

could not see the face of God and live because he was still a sinner. Someday, we 

will see Him because we will be changed.  

1 John 3:1-2    “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that 

we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, 

because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has 

not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, 

we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”  

We are going to be like Him. We are going to be transformed so we can see Him as 

He is. 

 

What do we take from this? 

 

1. We must know the Lord Jesus as our Savior if we are to know who God the Father 

really is. 

 

2. We should be obsessed with the Truth incarnate, if we are going to reflect God in our 

lives. 

 

3. We need to live in fellowship with Christ if we are to be ready when He comes again.  

1 John 2:28    “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we 

may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”  

 


