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Colossians 3:5–10 

5  Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

6  Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,  

7  in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.  

8  But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 

language out of your mouth.  

9  Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,  

10  and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image 

of Him who created him. 

 

Maturing in Holiness 

Colossians 3:5-10 
 
INTRO: 
 
 According to 2 Corinthians 7:1, we who have entered into a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ must grow in our holiness. “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, [maturing in] holiness 
in the fear of God.” In our study in the Book of Colossians the Apostle Paul warned us not to 
let our lives be dictated by the traditions of men because we have died together with Christ and 
we are risen together with Christ. But all of this has a practical impact in our lives. We are to live 
differently from those who do not know Christ. We are to take steps to overcome sin in our lives. 
  I. Taking Off (v. 5-8) 
II. Putting On (v. 9-10) 
 
I. Taking Off (v. 5-8) 
 
Colossians 3:5-9a   “Therefore put to death your members which are on the 

earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 

idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But 

now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 

filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another.” 

 
A. The first therefore is significant. Because all of the wonderful blessings we possess 
because of our salvation in Jesus Christ, there are some practical things that need to be a 
part of our lives. These Paul described using the picture of taking off clothes and putting 
new ones on.  
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1. Remember our salvation is all a work of grace that God does in us when we believe. 
Our growth in holiness is a co-operative effort in our lives.  

Philippians 2:12-13    “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as 
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and 
to do for His good pleasure.”  

 
2. In our working out our salvation in our lives, we must put some things to death. We 
can only do this in the power God working in us achieves. He Who has done a good work 
in us must keep on working in us, or we cannot do these things. 
 

B. What are these things we need to put to death? They are the internal things of this 
world. Paul commands us to put to death five things that are naturally in our members on 
the earth. These characterized us before we were converted. The five things are largely 
things inside of us. They are: (v5) “fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry.” Most of these terms describe sexual sin. This is 
probably because sexual sin characterized the pagan worship of the Gentiles. They also can 
have a much wider application. The last one, “covetousness,” which is desiring something 
that is not our own, collects all of this in one term. 
 

1. How is covetousness idolatry? Some say it is putting things in God’s rightful place. I 
think it is worse. It is idolatry because we are putting ourselves in God’s place. Our 
wants or desires are more important than God’s will. We are commanded to love the 
Lord our God with all our hearts, minds, and strength. But when we covet, we are loving 
ourselves instead of loving God. 
 
2. In Romans 8:13 we find a parallel command to what we read here in Colossians 3.  

“For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live.”  

 
3. How do we work together with Christ to overcome these things in our lives?  

Roman 13:12-14    “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk 
properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, 
not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”  

We must first, take time to be holy. We need to take time to put on our relationship 
with Christ. We must grow in Him, and love Him so we are motivated to kill sin by 
starving it to death. We must not involve ourselves in this activity because God hates it 
and will judge it. 
 

C. We also need to put off these things which affect how we relate to one another.  
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(vs.8-9a)    “Now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another.” 

These nouns sometimes describe how we respond to others (even believers). We again 
need to check what is happening in our minds that leads us to indulge in these sins. Then 
we need to correct these thought with the Lord’s help. 
 

II. Putting On (v. 9-10) 
 

Colossians 3:9–10    “[You must do this because] you have put off the old man 
with his deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of Him who created him.”  

 
A. Why must we do this? Paul gave us two reasons above. First, we must do this because 
God’s wrath is poured out against these sins (verse 6). Second, we need to do it because 
these sins are a part of the old life from which we were saved. Now Paul adds one more 
reason we must do this. We must do this because we have put off (taken off like a soiled set 
of clothes, our old man, and we have put on the new man. 
 
B. The new self is created in the image of God. God is at work conforming us to the image of 
His Son. We will learn a little more about what this looks like in the end of chapter three. 
 
C. The major application we have already covered. This is how we must do this putting to 
death and putting off. However, we must do it with God’s help and with a strong motivation 
from our growing fellowship with Christ. 
 

Hymn# 441 Take Time to be Holy 


