
“Your Father Who Sees in Secret”  
Matthew 6:1-4 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Service and devotion to God:   The importance of motive in the Christian life 
 
 

1.  The Leading Principle                    v. 1 
 
     (1) Motive is crucial to the Christian life!     “Take heed that you do not do your charitable  
                                    deeds before men, to be seen by them.”  
          To be applied in three spheres of the spiritual life: 
 
          -1- Giving – or the doing of good deeds    
        Development in this section: 
        From more public to more private              
          -2- Prayer          expressions of the spiritual life 
                                
 
          -3- Fasting 
 

  
 
 
 
    (2) The Danger:  Hypocrisy!   – The central motive being wrong.  
 

          -1- Warning:    “Take heed!”   “Beware!” 
 
 
 
          -2- Description:        “practicing your righteousness before men,  
                to be seen by them” 
               - Doing what I do with an eye on men 
 

 - Gk: EMPROSTHEN   “before, in front of”   i.e., focused upon them; conscious of them 
 
               - Doing what I do to be noticed by men 
 
 
 
           -3- Consequence: No reward with your heavenly Father!    “Otherwise you have no reward  
                 from your Father in heaven.” 
 - Any meaningful contact with God has ceased! 
 
 
 
 
2.  The First Application:   Acts of Charity                                     vv. 2-4 
          
    (1) Anatomy of the Hypocrite (v. 2) “Therefore, when you do a charitable deed,   
       do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do 
          -1- Character of the hypocrite    in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have  
                    glory from men.”  
               Gk: HUPOCRITAI  - an actor 
              - one who impersonates another 
              - one who wears a mask 
 

 i.e., He pretends to be serving God, when in reality he is serving himself! 

             -2- Method of the hypocrite:  An announcing of the deed; a parading of the deed 
 
 
 
           
             -3- Motive of the hypocrite:  To be honored by men  
 
              
 
           
          -   4- Reward of the hypocrite:                    “Assuredly, I say to you,  
       He gets exactly what he seeks…and nothing more!  they have their reward.”
              
           
 
 
 
 
       (2) The Pattern for the Christian “But when you do a charitable deed, do not let     (vv. 3-4) 
       your left hand know what your right hand is doing,  
          that your charitable deed may be in secret;  
             -1- With respect to mindset        and your Father who sees in secret will Himself  
       reward you openly.” 
 - We are not even to watch ourselves!   
 - We are not to be self-conscious about it! 
 
 
 
 
 
             -2- With respect to focus       “that your charitable deed may be in secret” 
 
                  - The deed done in secret??  Hidden??  In what sense? 
 
                  - Secret in the sense of being presented exclusively before the gaze of God – for His pleasure! 
                  - Thus, a very private act! 
 
 
 
 
             -3- With respect to reward             “and your Father who sees in secret will Himself  
              reward you openly.” 
                  - There is a secrecy about the reward    (cf. Ps. 25:14) 
                  - True fellowship with God; true intimacy 
 


