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Introduction  

1. The dragon (the personification of Satan, 12:9) exercises his influence in the world through 

human agents.  

a. John describes the first human agency in terms of a terrible beast arising out of the 

turbulence of fallen humanity, the sea (13:1–10 cf. Daniel 7:1–8).  

b. This first beast is patterned after the Roman world of John’s day—the fourth diverse beast 

of Daniel’s prophecy (2:31–45; 7:7, 8).  

c. However, the nature of John’s revelation of Christ requires a series of similar but 

increasingly evil agencies in succession until Satan’s evil empire is destroyed by Christ at 

His second coming.   

d. Rome serves this pattern with its ruthless rulers filled with narcissistic self-importance, 

believing that they were divine—gods on earth to be worshiped and served. 

2. False gods require prophets and teachers to convert, train, and persuade the masses to loyalty 

and devotion.  

a. False prophets had already infiltrated the churches (Rev. 2:2, 6, 14, 15, 20–24)—wolves in 

sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15; 24:5, 11; Acts 20:28, 29).  

b. These men must be convincing representatives of their “truth”—persuasive while 

appearing harmless, yet supernaturally powerful and authoritative. 

c. Thus, John points us to the first beast’s enabler, the lamb-like but ruthless second beast 

(13:11–18). 

I. Its Entrance 

1. This beast comes from the earth. 

a. There is no immediate reference to him in Daniel 7:1–8, but there is a reference to beast-

kings arising out of the earth in 7:17 (note vv. 19–22). 

b. Its earthly origin points to a counterfeit Christ—being lamb-like in appearance as was 

Christ (Rev. 5:6), but not being from above (Phil. 3:19; James 3:15).  

2. This beast is identified with and exercises the false and usurped authority of the first beast 

(v. 13).  

a. Like the first beast, its existence is both corporate, a false church, and individual, a false 

prophet (19:20). 

b. Like the first beast, the second beast is enabled by the dragon to do his bidding. 

c. In an imitation of the true faith, the false is successor to his master in ministry based on a 

resurrection supported by miraculous signs (v. 14).  

II. Its Function  

1. The purpose of the second beast is to invoke devotion and worship of the first beast.  



a. The means of its “ministry”—authority, authority to “make the earth and all who dwell in 

it to worship the first beast” supported with great signs and wonders, mimicking Moses 

and Elijah (note 11:3–12).  

b. The consequence to those who do not worship the beast is to be killed. 

2. The actual means used by Satan is always the same—he is a deceiver. 

a. He deceives through a false message supported by false “signs” that are performed. 

b. He employs an idolatrous “image” of the beast, giving it “breath” and the power of speech 

(cf. Psa. 115:5, 7).  

III. Its Mark  

1. All, “small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave,” are to receive a mark or 

“brand.”  

a. The immediate proximity of 14:1 is not coincidental.  

b. The same term for “mark” is used in both cases and represents ownership and devotion. 

c. The major difference between God’s mark and Satan’s is that God’s people are also sealed, 

giving them eternal life (20:4).  

2. The mark is placed on the forehead or right hand.  

a. Modern eschatology insists that the mark is an actual visible sign.  

b. Since the comparison is with the saints who are similarly marked (but invisibly), it is best 

to see the mark as symbolic—the forehead, speaking of embracing an ideological 

commitment (mental); the hand, speaking of a practical discharging of the commitment.    

3. The figurative nature of the mark is also supported by verse 1, speaking of the blasphemous 

names on the beast’s head.  

a. These blasphemous names connote the beast’s false claim to the right of earthly divine 

kingship.  

b. Similarly, the mark on his followers speaks of their commitment to uphold his false claims 

in devotion and service.  

Application  

1. This passage is a clear call to all true believers in Jesus Christ to be on guard against false 

teachers. Jesus warned that false christs and false teachers would come with signs and 

wonders (Matt. 24:24). Paul warned the Thessalonians against being deceived (2 Thess. 

2:3), reiterating that the deception would be after the working of Satan with signs and lying 

wonders (vv. 9–13).   

2. The final verse of Revelation 13 calls for John’s readers to discern the true from the false in 

order to persevere in the faith. We need spiritual wisdom and understanding. John clearly set 

forth the deceptive and imperfect nature of the beast. His exhortation warns against 

compromise with any and all aspects of Satan’s idolatrous system. It is both foolish and 

futile to identify any particular individual by such number.  

John invites the reader to “calculate the number of the beast,” which is 666 (v. 18). 



• The number 7 is frequently referenced in Revelation, being the divine number of 

perfection and completeness.  

• The number 6 is the number of man. In his fallen state, man is forever short of 

perfection and can never be equal to God; thus, 666 is the closest man can get to the 

divine 7.  

• The reference is to the ancient code of gematria—taking the letters of a name and 

calculating their numeric significance. 

•  For example, the Greek term for beast (thêrion), when transliterated into Hebrew, has 

the numeric equivalent of 666. 

• Verse 17 speaks also of the number of the beast’s name.  

• Nero Caesar, spelled in Greek (Nerōn Kaisar) and transliterated into Hebrew, has the 

numeric sum of 666. 

• Nero died 20 years before John wrote Revelation; however, it is possible that John 

refers to the Nero redivivist myth that Nero faked his death, fled to Parthia, and planned 

to return with the Parthian hordes to destroy Rome in John’s day (Rev. 9:14). 

• Domitian was dubbed the second Nero because of his brutal reign and persecution of 

the churches. 

• The problem with all this, however, is that, while Nero or Domitian may fit in John’s 

day, the number represents beast-rulers throughout this dispensation. 

• Hundreds of possibilities exist: Adolf Hitler, Stalin, various popes, et al; even Barak 

Obama can be identified as 666. 

• William Hendriksen (More Than Conquerors, Kindle loc. 4356) reminds us that “the 

Apocalypse is a book of symbols; it is not a book of riddles.” 


