
A STUBBORN AND GODLESS GENERATION 

  

TEXT: MATTHEW 11:16-24 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.     In Matthew 11:16, our Lord said, "But whereunto shall I liken this 

generation?"    

2.     Our Lord often rebuked His generation because it was a stubborn and 

godless generation.  In Matthew 12:34 He said, "O generation of 

vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." 

3.     And in Matthew 12:39, "An evil and adulterous generation seeketh 

after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the 

prophet Jonas."  

4.     Our Lord said in Matthew 17:17, "O faithless and perverse 

generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer 

you?" 

5.     So from comparing these various Scriptures, we see it was generation 

of vipers, an evil and adulterous generation, and a faithless and 

perverse generation. 

6.     It was a generation that rejected the Messiah.  And our generation is 

no better (cf. Proverbs 30:11-14). 

7.     From our text here in Matthew 11, we see a vivid picture of sinners 

who reject Christ.  They are pictured as childish, unreasonable, and 

impenitent. 
  

I. THEY WERE CHILDISH (11:16, 17). 

1.     Our Lord used an illustration of children sitting in the marketplace to 

describe the childishness of His generation (11:16).  

2.     "We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced" (11:17) means 

they were making believe they were at a wedding. 

3.     "We have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented" (11:17b) 

means they were making believe they were at a funeral.  

4.     Our Lord rebuked them for their childishness.  They would not listen 

to the preaching of John the Baptist, nor would they listen to His 

preaching (11:17-19; cf. 11:7-15).   

5.     No matter what the game was, the children would not cooperate.  And 

no matter who was preaching the Word of God, the people would not 

listen. 



6.     We have quite a few childish people in our churches today.  They 

refuse to cooperate, and if they do not get their way they leave the 

church and start visiting other churches.   

7.     Some people leave churches for the right reasons -- perhaps the music 

has changed and has gotten worldly; maybe the church has changed 

its doctrine or its standards; sometimes there is no longer any interest 

in missions and soulwinning, etc. 

8.     Many churches are dead, carnal, and backslidden.  

9.     Our Lord said to the church in Laodicea, "So then because thou art 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth" 

(Revelation 3:16). 

10. But some people leave churches for the wrong reasons.  They say to 

the pastor, "We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced" 

(Matthew 11:17). Well, I am not going to dance to their tune! 

11. By the way, some disgruntled church hoppers call church members on 

the phone.  My advice would be to ignore them. 
  

II. THEY WERE UNREASONABLE (11:18, 19) 

1.     The apostle Paul asked the brethren in church of the Thessalonians to 

pray for him, and Silas and Timothy, "that we may be delivered from 

unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith" (II Thess. 

3:2). 

2.     We are surrounded by "unreasonable and wicked men," men that 

"have not faith."  And this is the picture we see here in our text. 

3.     This passage starts back in Matthew 11:2, where we read that John the 

Baptist was in prison.  We are introduced to John the Baptist in 

Matthew chapter 3, where we are told he was preaching in the 

wilderness of Judaea, saying, "Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 

is at hand" (3:1, 2). 

4.     You could say, John the Baptist "rubbed people the wrong way."  He 

preached hard against sin, especially religious hypocrisy (3:7-10). 

5.     We need preachers like John the Baptist today.   

6.     Sam Jones was a great evangelist.  He said, "When I first started 

preaching I was afraid I would hurt somebody's feelings. Now I am 

afraid I won't."  We need more preachers like that. 

7.     Because of John the Baptist's hard preaching, many rejected him.  

Some went so far as to accuse him of having a devil (11:18).  

8.     They said the very same thing about our Lord (10:25; 12:22-30; John 

7:19, 20; 8:48). 



9.     In contrast to John the Baptist, who was somewhat of an ascetic, our 

Lord sat down to eat with publicans and sinners (11:19).  Our Lord 

did this in order to save them.  For example, Matthew himself was a 

publican (cf. Matthew 9:9-15). 

10. Because our Lord was "a friend of publicans and sinners" (11:19), His 

adversaries accused Him of being "a man gluttonous, and a 

winebibber" (11:19).   

11. Our Lord's adversaries were unreasonable -- they criticized John for 

being too strict, and they criticized our Lord for not being strict 

enough. 
  

III. THEY WERE IMPENITENT (11:20-24). 

1.     These verses describe a very serious situation.  This is a solemn 

warning that there are different degrees of punishment in hell. 

2.     The different degrees of punishment in hell are according to the 

measure of opportunities enjoyed (cf. Luke 12:47, 48; Hebrews 10:28, 

29; Romans 2:1-6).  

3.     Sinners are literally "treasuring (storing, accumulating) up wrath" and 

it will be dealt with at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:12). 

4.     There will be different degrees of reward in heaven, and there will 

likewise be different degrees of punishment in hell.  

5.     The punishment in hell is proportionate to the opportunities ignored 

here on earth. Those who are blessed with numerous opportunities to 

obey the gospel and still reject it will receive greater punishment than 

those who have little or no occasion to accept Christ. 

6.     There are some here this morning that are not saved, but you have 

heard the Gospel preached.  People with these opportunities will 

suffer more than those who have never heard the Gospel. 

7.     There is a Biblical principle: Those who reject the most light receive 

the greater punishment (11:20-24).  Spurgeon said, "The sin is in 

proportion to the light.  Those who perish with salvation sounding in 

their ears perish with a vengeance" (The Gospel of Matthew). 

8.     The hypocritical scribes and Pharisees were the religious leaders in 

Jesus' day.  They heard Him preach and they saw His great miracles.  

But they rejected Him, and so our Lord said to them, "therefore ye 

shall receive the greater damnation" (Matthew 23:14). 

9.     We know nothing about Chorazin, but our Lord said, "Woe unto thee, 

Chorazin!" (11:21).  Apparently our Lord did "mighty works" there 

but the people were unmoved and indifferent. 



10. Bethsaida is mentioned several times in the four Gospels.  The point 

is that if the wicked sinners in Tyre and Sidon had the same 

privileges, they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes. 

11. The Syrian cities of Tyre and Sidon were wicked cities judged by 

God, but our Lord said, "It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 

at the day of judgment, than for you" (11:21, 22). 

12. Capernaum was a city with great privileges.  Matthew 4:13 says, after 

leaving Nazareth, our Lord "came and dwelt in Capernaum."  It 

became His adopted home town.  

13. The greater the privilege, the greater the responsibility, and therefore 

the greater the condemnation as well. 

14. W.H. Griffith Thomas said the "spiritual eminence of Capernaum...is 

contrasted with terrible punishment that would come through neglect 

of such great privileges" (Outline Studies in Matthew). 

15. Our Lord says, "If the mighty works which were done in you, had 

been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 

sackcloth and ashes" (11:21).  

16. Our Lord rebuked the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum 

(11:21-24) because they rejected the light God had given them.  This 

is the principle: Those who reject the most light receive the greater 

punishment.  

17. Capernaum was a city with great privileges.  Matthew 4:13 says, after 

leaving Nazareth, our Lord "came and dwelt in Capernaum."  It 

became His adopted home town.  

18. W.H. Griffith Thomas said the "spiritual eminence of Capernaum...is 

contrasted with terrible punishment that would come through neglect 

of such great privileges" (Outline Studies in Matthew). 

19. What about the great privileges we enjoy here in the USA?  The 

songwriter put it this way, "America, America! God shed His grace on 

thee."  

20. And God did shed His grace on America abundantly. America 

became the greatest nation on the face of the earth. How? Why? The 

grace of God. But America has turned its back on God.  

21. And what about Great Britain, the country that gave us Wycliffe, and 

Tyndale, and Wesley, and Whitefield, and Bunyan, and Spurgeon, and 

the King James Bible?  

22. The destruction of Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum has been 

so severe that to this day no one knows for sure exactly where they 

were located. Their exact location is a matter of dispute among 

historians and archaeologists. 



23. Our Lord's prediction has been accurately fulfilled.  But there remains 

a greater fulfillment.  Consider our Lord's warning in Matthew 11:23, 

24. 

24. We know what happened to the wicked perverts in Sodom and 

Gomorrah. God destroyed their cities with fire and brimstone and the 

inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah are suffering in hell right now. 

25. According to Jude 7, they are "suffering the vengeance of eternal 

fire."  What could be worse?  

26. To be destroyed by fire and brimstone in this life and then to be cast 

into hell for all eternity, "suffering the vengeance of eternal fire"?  

27. According to the words of our Lord, "it shall be more tolerable for the 

land of Sodom in the day of judgment" (Matt. 11:24), than for the 

citizens of Capernaum, our Lord’s adopted hometown. 

28. Which "day of judgment" is our Lord referring to (11:24)? He is 

referring to the great white throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15). The lost 

will be "judged according to their works" (Rev. 20:12, 13), and those 

who have rejected the most light shall receive the greater punishment. 
  

CONCLUSION: 

1.     In Matthew 11 we see different types of sinners -- childish, 

unreasonable, and impenitent.  Do these words describe you? 

2.     The sin that sends people to hell is the sin of unbelief.  John 3:36 says, 

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that 

believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth 

on him." 

3.     "But the depths of suffering in hell is conditional on the privileges 

spurned and the sins indulged" (William MacDonald, Matthew). 
 


