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When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in 

his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 He divided his forces 

against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, 

which is north of Damascus. 16 He brought back all the goods, and also brought back his relative 

Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people. 17 Then after his return from the 

defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet 

him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought 

out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. 19 He blessed him and said, "Blessed 

be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, 

Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." He gave him a tenth of all. 21 The king of Sodom 

said to Abram, "Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself." 22 Abram said to the king 

of Sodom, "I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will 

not take a thread or a sandal thong or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, 'I have made 

Abram rich.' 24 "I will take nothing except what the young men have eaten, and the share of the 

men who went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their share."  

 
(Hebrews 7) For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham as he 

was returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham 

apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of 

righteousness, and then also king of Salem, which is king of peace. 3 Without father, without 

mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son 

of God, he remains a priest perpetually… 15 And this is clearer still, if another priest arises 

according to the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become such not on the basis of a law of 

physical requirement, but according to the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is attested of 

Him, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK." …24 but Jesus, 

on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore 

He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to 

make intercession for them. 26 For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 

undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens…  

 
 

We’re in the Second Week of this season called Advent…when the Christian Church pauses to 

think of God’s ADVENT or arrival by the womb of a virgin – the Incarnation of God in Jesus Christ. 
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This year, our Advent sermons are combing back through our recent studies in Genesis (first book 

of the Bible) to explore FIVE PASSAGES that point with special clarity to this DAWNING or ADVENT 

of Hope, FIVE TEXTS that are either overt promises/predictions or else symbols that stir up our 

anticipation of Jesus Christ’s birth and the WORK He came to accomplish. 

 

IN the SERIES description we say that LIFE in the modern world is full of uncertainty. There are a 

number of important omens or indicators that all is not well in this modern world. We think of 

the breakdown and the redefinition of the family here in our own nation and place…OR we think 

of violence or crime (or violent crime)…and how really frightening that can be for people… There 

are still a lot of concerns about the economy…the employment numbers (a recovery that’s been 

slower and less definite than many hoped)…the disparity between rich and poor (that has a lot of 

people concerned – mainly the POOR)…And then international relations: there are rogue states 

and dictators and insurgencies and Syria (2.2 million refugees!)… Uncertainty. 

 

And then…not just out there in South FL, the U.S. and the world…but in here: our own families 

and our own psychological health and spiritual life – our walk with God…may be…disturbing…We 

may have “issues” and deep stuff like guilt or depression or fears… And sometimes this time of 

the year, this “season to be jolly”…exacerbates these issues. 

 

And when these concerns multiply…on a grand scale or a personal scale… we may look for a 

consultant. We may seek the services of a financial advisor or a legal expert or a therapist or a 

representative or an analyst of a mediator or a practitioner or a case-worker or a guru or a guide 

or a specialist – and all these words are all sort of wrapped up in one word – that is “PRIEST”. 

 

This is the first priest we meet in the whole Bible – this character called Melchizedek – and he is 

to us a flash of hope from the beginning. So, today, 1) Our Need of a Priest 2) The Mysterious 

Priest God Provides and 3) The Practice of Priest-life. 

 

Last week, we looked at the entrée of death into God’s garden. Humanity, “our first parents, 

being left to the freedom of their own will, fell.  And now…we are expelled from paradise and 

from the face of God and don’t we know it! Things are not the way they’re supposed to be…And 

God calls a man, Abram, to Himself…and Abram is given promises from God … (we hope to look at 

them next week) and among them, “I will bless the world through you and your people…whoever 

blesses you I WILL BLESS and whoever curses you – I WILL CURSE!” 
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So, Abram is living in as God’s agent, an alien and a pilgrim in the land of promise… He’s living 

among those who only know death. And Abraham has been blessed and flourishes…and his 

nephew, Lot, too.  

 

And at this point…Abram and Lot separate and there’s a big international disturbance…it’s a kind 

of “world war”. Kings are forming coalitions and Lot is caught in the crossfire and Abram hears 

that Lot is in a LOT of trouble…He’s taken, with his whole family and all their possessions, taken as 

prisoners of war. In fact a bunch of people are carried away as the spoils of 

war…men…women…children…stuff…looted. 

 

So…Abram…a visitor among these Canaanites…and with a totally different world-view. He takes 

his own version of the Navy Seals (his own special forces) 318 trained security guards and 

retrieves Lot and all the other prisoners of war… It’s a brilliant sneak attack at night and MORE 

THAN THAT…it’s a supernatural intervention – God gives the win to this little force against these 

immense armies…and all this plunder and these unfortunate hostages are liberated. 

 

And, though Abram is really not a fighter…just doing what HAD to be done…and now he’s 

returning with this liberated train of people and stuff…Bringing them all back home…And two 

kings have gotten word of the operation’s success…and they go down into the valley to meet 

Abram and his ransomed train of liberated prisoners of war. 

 

It’s the King of Sodom and the King of Salem.  

 

The King of Sodom offers to sort of pay Abram for his services…and in a kind of crassly 

commercial offer he says four curt words, “MY people/YOUR stuff”…In other words, “I know how 

this mercenary thing works – you get to keep the money and plunder and we get our prisoners 

back”. 

 

And Abram snubs this king of Sodom. “I don’t want your stuff OR your people…and the last thing I 

want is for you to think that I’M IN THIS FOR THE MONEY… or that I’m depending on 

YOU…your…uh… majesty.” 

 

But the other King, Melchizedek, the King of Salem (which is probably, JERU-salem)… He 

approaches Abram differently…He comes with bread and wine … a celebration…and this Priest 

King… Melchizedek comes with blessing (“The one who blesses YOU, Abram, I will bless…”) and 

the Priest King offers an expert analysis (as priests do), “He blessed him and said, "Blessed be 
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Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, Who 

has delivered your enemies into your hand." 

 

Melchizedek evidently KNOWS Abrams God… or at least something about Him… uses a kind of 

generic name but he acknowledges that Abram’s God is the true God.  

 

And now Abram gives a tenth of all the spoils (or maybe even a tenth of all he owns) to this 

priest-king, Melchizedek, King of Jerusalem. 

 

The King of Sodom probably wondered… “I wanted to make this guy rich…wanted to pay him 

handsomely... I think this guy, Abram, isn’t gonna make it around here…not the sharpest tool in 

the shed.” (And the King of Sodom’s name was….oops…I seem to have misplaced it!)  

 

So, the story ends – Abraham could have gone with what he saw and could hold (big plunder) but 

instead he went with a little blessing and some bread and wine and…with the recognition that HIS 

GOD is the real and true God who works wonders on the earth. 

 

Now, this Melchizedek was mysterious and he was a Gentile who somehow knew God…or maybe 

we could say… “He knew some things about God…but when he saw Abraham’s God at work, he 

knew that THIS is the one true and living God.” Someone said that Melchizedek was like the Magi 

who brought gifts to the Nativity…and when they arrived they met God. 

 

And as you may know, Melchizedek shows up again in the Psalms. It’s the Psalm most often 

quoted in the NT, Psalm 110.  

 

That Psalm is a “coronation psalm” i.e. it was read or sung when the King of Israel was to be 

enthroned. It reads like this, “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your 

enemies a footstool for Your feet… The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, ‘You are a 

priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.’ (Psalm 110.1-4) 

 

When King David was enthroned in Salem (JERU- Salem) it was an Israelite sitting on 

Melchizedek’s throne… The king of “salem” or “shalom” was now one of Abraham’s descendants.  

 

And when that coronation Psalm is quoted so often in the NT it will be to POINT out that Jesus of 

Nazareth is NOT only David’s descendant but also David’s preexistent Lord. He is the Son, not only 

of David but also of God. (Mt 22.41ff and parallels). 
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And a phrase from THIS Psalm will be used over and over in the NT (> 10x!): "Sit at My right 

hand…”  

 

In that line the early Christians saw that from the VERY start of time…God had promised a 

practitioner, a representative, a priest and king…He would (as we saw last week) bruise the 

serpent’s head and He would be the priest to stand between the God against whom we rebelled 

and US…He will be the One Human Being qualified by His spotless heart, pure motives and a 

RIGHTEOUSNESS totally devoid of self-righteousness or smug arrogance – HE, Jesus Christ, the 

True Melchi-zedek (“King of Righteousness”) would take our humanity, pure as it was meant to 

be…and sit next to the very presence of God… “sit at my right hand” – and there He mediates for 

everyone who believes Him.  

 

When the NT Book of Hebrews thinks of Melchizedek it focuses on the mystery…He came long 

before the Levite priests in Moses…and yet he’s a priest…how can that be?  

 

And it compares Jesus Christ who is the last and perfect Priest…compares HIM to Melchizedek. 

Jesus Christ was not born into the tribe of Levi so how could he be a priest? Jesus is of the Tribe 

of Judah and only the tribe of Levi could be priests …until we remember that mysterious figure 

who met Abram in the valley…who came from a priesthood that preceded the Levites and the 

Law… So, Jesus Christ will be a mystery, the one unique priest who has no sins of His own…He 

supersedes the Levitical priesthood and He is the One Mediator between God and man. 

 

He comes to the people of faith and blesses us and feeds us – bread and wine – His own self for 

heavenly food. 

 

We sense that we need a priest. We feel …no matter how old we get or proficient and secure… 

we feel, sometimes very acutely, like we need someone to hold our hand… a specialist.  

 

And often times they can be found…people who know about finances and exercise and 

psychology and “life-coaches” to help us organize or maximize our lives…But sometimes they 

can’t be found…our statesmen let us down…or our therapist can’t really sort us out…And 

eventually, we all will fall into the hands of a doctor or healthcare specialist and we succumb to 

death… and we stand before a God whom we have offended (more than we know) and we give 

an answer for our lives…And yet , even here, this Priest, this mysterious and utterly unique 

Person – by the sacrifice of His own self and by His standing in My place, by His perpetual prayers 

and the power of an indestructible life (Heb 7.16) … He is the sitting in the presence of Holiness 

and I AM IN HIM – represented and accepted by God because of Him. 
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The Christian life is the PRIESTLY LIFE – we live knowing that an indestructible life stands for me. I 

am who I am said Paul, by the grace of God, by the work of my priest…by the gift of the bread and 

wine, His Body and Blood. 

 

It enables us to be generous…just like it did with Abraham. He rejected the “quid-pro-quo” (the 

"this for that") offered by the King of Sodom – he saw that his security was not in his efforts of 

service or mercenary work. He refused that PATH. 

 

Instead, he was blessed FIRST and then became wildly generous. The grace of God appears and 

instructs us INWARDLY…it teaches us…at the level of our motives. We sense that we are blessed 

and deeply loved by God…because of Jesus Christ our priest and His indestructible life …and 

that’s what enables us to refuse what the world offers and to give our lives away…even with 

joy…even to our enemies… 

 

When I see myself – like Abram did – as having a priest who blesses me and stands for me…who 

make me totally accepted by God (even with all my flaws) when I see that I can open my tight fist 

and give…not just the tithe but my time…my ear…my attention. 

Melchizedek called him God Most High …and in v.22 Abraham informs the man’s faith and speaks 

to the other king when he refers to, “YHWH God Most High” – it’s an example of Abram’s 

missionary work. 

 

And for ME, it’s an opportunity to ask you – are you living the Priestly-Life? Do you know the 

name of God and of His Priest? Maybe today, you would acknowledge Him…fall into His 

hands…entrust your case to Him who sits at God’s right hand… 

 

And if you’re not there YET…maybe today you’ll come talk to someone…ask some help coming to 

know this priest…know what it IS you’re being asked to believe. 

 

 
 

 


