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Article 4: The Holy Spirit. We believe that the Holy Spirit, being the third Person of the 
Godhead, convicts men of sin (John 16:7-11), regenerates (John 3:6), indwells (John 14:17; 
Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19), baptizes (1 Cor. 12:13), seals (Eph. 1:13; 4:30), and sets believers 
apart to a holy life; and that He keeps and empowers believers day by day (Rom. 8:2,4,12,14). 
We believe that He is the Teacher of the Word of God and our Guide for daily life (1 John 2:20-
27; 1 Peter 1:1). We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to every 
believer. God uniquely uses evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip believers in the assembly 
so they can do the work of the ministry (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-12).  
 
We believe that the signs of the Holy Spirit, such as speaking in tongues and the gift of healing, 
were temporary (1 Cor. 1:22; 13:8; 14:21-22). We believe that speaking in tongues was never the 
common or necessary sign of baptism or filling of the Holy Spirit.  We do not believe that 
ultimate deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the consummation of our 
salvation in the resurrection, though God frequently chooses to answer the prayers of believers 
for physical healing. 
 
 The Bible says regarding the gift of tongues in the New Testament in Acts 1:2: 
 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.   
 
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation 
under heaven.  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own 
language.1 
 
 

                                                
1 Acts 2:1-6. 
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These verses hold a key, important truth. If you don’t have these verses underlined in your Bible, 
I would encourage you to do so.   
 

And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not 
all these which speak Galilaeans?  And how hear we every man in our own 
tongue, wherein we were born?2 

 
And then we see a presentation of the cities or the locations where they are coming from.  
 
We have three questions to discuss on the topic of the gift of tongues.  
Question number one is: Is there a post conversion baptism of the Holy Spirit that Christians 
should be seeking?  
Question number two: Is the gift of tongues, as described in Acts and 1 Corinthians still a valid 
spiritual gift for today’s Christians?   
Question number three: Are Christians who don’t speak in tongues missing something?   
 
Article 4 above sets Berean apart from other churches.  It sets us apart from Pentecostals. It even 
sets us apart from those that brand themselves as charismatic.  Today the term “charismatic” is 
tied to other denominations. You could have charismatic Baptists, charismatic Methodists, 
charismatic Presbyterians and charismatic Roman Catholics.  They will put the word 
“charismatic” in front of their denominational association as a way of showing an emphasis on 
how they would describe themselves. 
 
When we say Assemblies of God or Pentecostal, typically we are talking about a denominational 
association. For example, the Assemblies of God is a large denomination. It has a headquarters.  
The denomination is associated similar to how the Southern Baptists are associated in a similar 
kind of an area. Whereas the word “charismatic” is really a lot more loose and it is more like a 
descriptive term or an adjective that you would use. Sometimes you have a charismatic Bible 
church. Sometimes you have a charismatic non-denominational church. The word “charismatic” 
is there to show you that they have an emphasis on the spiritual gifts. 
 
The word “charismatic” is associated with a religious group that places a high value in the 
charisma gifts. The word “charisma” is where they get charismatic. The Greek New Testament 
would say that the Greek word would be carisma (khar’-is-mah).  So they are pulling a Greek 
word and making it an English word to describe these gifts.  
 
For example, in 1 Corinthians 12:4.  
 
“Now there are diversities of gifts.”3  
 
The word “gifts” there is carisma (khar’-is-mah).   
 
“...but the same Spirit.”4 
                                                
2 Acts 2:7-8. 
3 1 Corinthians 12:4.  
4 Ibid.  
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carisma (khar’-is-mah) is not limited to healing and tongues. Though healing and tongues is 
often the emphasis, carisma (khar’-is-mah) is used throughout your New Testament to refer to 
all the spiritual gifts. If you have a teaching gift, an encouraging gift or the gift of giving, these 
are all carisma (khar’-is-mah) in your Greek New Testament.   
 
We would never use the term “arisma” because of what we would perceive as negative 
connotations, but the reality is that if you have a gift, it is a carisma (khar’-is-mah).   
Pentecostal has more of a denominational connotation and it refers to a type of church that 
normally has an association and places a high value on the experiences described in Acts chapter 
two. 
 
The reality is the Assemblies of God is the largest Pentecostal denomination in the United States.  
 
Question number one is what we want to address first. Is there a secondary baptism of the Holy 
Spirit that should be sought after and experienced by Christians? 
 
What a Pentecostal would often teach is that I am saved on this day right here and I know I have 
a place in heaven and my sins have been forgiven. But they would also encourage, sometime 
after being saved and baptized by immersion, to seek a filling of the Holy Spirit.  This really 
would be a secondary experience to your salvation. This would be an additional time in which 
often times people would pray over you and encourage you to seek the filling of the Holy Spirit.  
Then most of the time they would say you know that you are filled with the Holy Spirit when 
you speak in an utterance of a foreign tongue.  They would use, for example, Acts chapter two as 
one of the bases. 
 
Article number 4 does not agree with this idea of a secondary filling or a time in which you seek 
a specific experience.  Does that mean that we shouldn’t be filled with the Holy Ghost? 
No, of course not.  You need to be filled with the Holy Ghost every single day.  This is a daily 
battle. It is an hourly battle. Sometimes it is a moment by moment battle.  We would describe 
this filling as being led by the Holy Spirit or as being anointed by the Holy Spirit.  We would 
want to be filled when we are doing soul winning. We would want to be filled when we are 
interacting with children.  We would hope that tomorrow all vacation Bible school teachers 
would be filled with the Holy Spirit, and that every time they worship and talk, that the Spirit 
would be spilling out.  
 
An article from an Assemblies of God statement would say that all believers are entitled to 
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and therefore should expect and earnestly seek the promise 
of the Father according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. This was a normal experience 
of all believers in the early Christian Church. So their belief is that since this was normal for 
Peter, John and the disciples, it should also be normal for us.   
 
They would continue to say it also provides believers with specific spiritual gifts for more 
effective ministry. What we would teach and understand from the Word of God is at the moment 
I am saved, I am given spiritual gifts and filled with the Holy Spirit and I will discover my 
spiritual gifts as I serve him and as I interact in the body of Christ. What they would seem to 
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indicate is that at this secondary experience in which you are seeking the Holy Spirit you receive 
the spiritual gifts.   
 
I want you to understand something. This is not heresy.  Heresy is when you say Jesus is not the 
Son of God.  Heresy is when you say Jesus wasn’t virgin born. Heresy is when you deny the 
trinity. Heresy is when you say the Bible is not true and it is full of errors.   
 
Pentecostals base this normal experience on the book of Acts.  Now I would like to pause for a 
moment and say there is nothing normal about the book of Acts.  I mean, think about all that 
goes on in the book of Acts.  I have never had a scenario in any of my preaching, nor do I know 
any preacher that has had somebody fall out of the third floor window and then get up and 
resurrect a guy after the preaching is over. That is not a very normal experience.  There are lots 
of abnormal things that happen in Acts. Three thousand folks remarkably get saved in a given 
time from all different language groups all without missionaries having to learn to a language, 
but were filled with the Spirit and could effectively communicate.  This is not very normal.   
 
So we would say that Acts is a very special book and it communicates a time in the early church 
that is very unique.  It is very special and very supernatural.   
 
Baptists argue that Acts is not normative and it is a transitional book in the life of the Church. 
Pentecostals see the apostles as being filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts chapter two and argue 
for a post conversion filling experience for everyone. Again, if we have a disagreement there is 
nothing wrong with those types of disagreements. I am just showing you why we have two 
different denominations. 
 
This small book right here is written by a Pentecostal or a charismatic. It is C J Mahaney. This is 
an incredible book on humility. It never even deals with the issue of tongues.  It has nothing to 
do with worship.  But he does an incredible job dealing with humility in the life of a believer. I 
have no problems reading this whatsoever. I don’t consider him a heretic. We simply have a 
difference in opinion.  
 
Would I have him preach here? No. I would not because of our ecclesiastical separation.  But 
that doesn’t mean that I am not going to have lunch with him. That doesn’t mean that if you are 
on a deployment together that you shun that guy. You are still a brother or a sister in Christ. We 
have to be able to say, “I recognize our differences. I see that we are not going to come to any 
resolution on this. So let’s just set that aside and go on.” You should still be able to find lots of 
commonality because you are both in Christ. 
 
If you have an Assemblies of God neighbor, a Pentecostal neighbor or if you have a neighbor 
across the street that goes to Manna Church, you should still get to know that brother in Christ.  
Just recognize that you have a small difference in a particular area of interpretation.  
 
Here is the issue. They look at this idea in Peter’s life and the apostles’ lives and see they are 
converted here and later on they get the Holy Spirit.  We know this is a true statement in Peter’s 
life.  
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John chapter six seems to indicate at least one of the passages in which Peter communicates a 
saving faith.  Yet we also know that he wasn’t filled with the Holy Spirit at this time.  Why? The 
Holy Spirit wasn’t yet given.  Are we waiting for the Holy Spirit today? No.  We are not waiting 
of the Holy Spirit in the same way.   
 
Jesus said, “I am going. I will give you another comforter. That other comforter was the Spirit of 
Christ.” They had to wait for the Holy Spirit. Does a Christian have to wait for the Holy Spirit 
today? No. At the moment of conversion the Holy Spirit seals that believer and we will look at 
that Scripture in a moment. 
 
In my Scofield Bible, Peter’s confession of faith is identified. Verse 67 of chapter of the gospel 
of John says: 
 

Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?  Then Simon Peter 
answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  
And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.5 

 
Now let me ask you. Does that sound like a testimony of someone who is born again?  Sure it 
does.  Yet at the same timeframe in John chapter 13, 14, 15, what has to happen? I have to go 
away and when I go away what will I send? The comforter, who is the Holy Spirit.   
 
So we have period of transition where those people who were saved under Jesus’ preaching 
ministry were born again and yet they had not received the Holy Spirit the same way we do now.  
They had to wait until a particular time. We look in our Bibles and we see it recorded in Acts 
chapter one and Acts chapter two. At that time they received the Holy Spirit.  
 
I want you to understand that the people who were speaking in tongues in Acts chapter two are 
not the 3000 that were converted. The people who were speaking in tongues in this passage were 
the disciples that were assembled and were told to wait from Acts chapter one. There is no 
indication that the 3000 that repented and were baptized immediately began to speak in tongues. 
What they said is, “We understood in our own language.” This gives an indication that they were 
listening, not speaking.  
 
In Matthew 16 Jesus tells them that the Father is the one that will reveal the Holy Spirit to you. 
In Acts 1:5 and 8 we see the commandment from our Lord before He ascended to wait for the 
Holy Spirit to come. Verse five says, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”6 
 
Now our understanding would be that he is talking to that particular group of people that are 
assembled in front of him.  He is saying, “You, right here, are the ones that will wait not many 
days.” But, again, this is where the disagreement occurs. However, we hope that two godly men 
can have a disagreement in this area and remain friends through that disagreement. 

                                                
5 John 6:67-69. 
6 Acts 1:5.  
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Verse number eight says, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.”7 
 
Please understand that we should not neglect preaching and praying for the filling of the Holy 
Spirit.  Every person who has a desire to communicate truth, who wants to preach, who is going 
to be a soul winner, who is going to teach, who needs to rely on God, should be asking and 
begging and pleading for the filling of the Holy Spirit all the time.  We should be routinely 
examining our lives for unconfessed sin or anything that would hinder me from being filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
I don’t want anyone to believe that I am neglecting the idea of being filled with the Holy Spirit.  
What I am suggesting to you, though, is that we are not waiting to receive the Holy Spirit for a 
period of time after salvation. 
 
Do all Christians experience a gap between conversion and the baptism of the Holy Spirit like 
the Acts 2:4 experience? The answer to that question is no.  Turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 
10.  This is the scenario in which Cornelius is being saved or is saved. We are going to look at 
chapter 10 and then we are going to look at chapter 11. 
 
Chapter 10 verse one says, “There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of 
the band called the Italian band.”8 So now understand that this is Jews get converted.  This is 
really a major turning point in the book of Acts because the gospel is now going to Gentiles.  
Peter is going to take it to Gentiles. And so let’s look at verse 44 together.   
 

While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word.   And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many 
as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Ghost.9 

 
I want you to understand back in Acts 2 the preachers received the Holy Spirit.  And now in Acts 
10 we have a reverse scenario. The listener is receiving the Holy Spirit.  Peter already has the 
Holy Spirit. He was filled in Acts 2. The Holy Spirit has not left him. “While Peter yet spake 
these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.”10 
 
So what is happening here is as the gospel presentation is being preached, the Holy Spirit is 
falling on the convert. The convert is being filled with the Holy Spirit. There is not a delay. 
There is not a scenario in which Cornelius has to wait or seek a secondary experience. This is 
very important. I hope you can clearly see the difference. For they heard them speak with 
tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should 
not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?11 

                                                
7 Acts 1:8. 
8 Acts 10:1.  
9 Acts 10:44-45. 
10 Acts 10:44.  
11 Acts 10:46-47. 
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The Gentiles are converted and they receive the Holy Spirit as the Word is proclaimed.  
 
On a Sunday morning or on a Wednesday or during your soul winning presentation, I could be 
sharing the gospel with you and the reality is I don’t really know when the Holy Spirit comes and 
fills your heart.  It is invisible. I can’t see it. It isn’t a moment in which you say the right word or 
a moment in which you achieve a certain level of sincerity. We don’t know that.  All the 
Scripture records is that he received the Word. When you receive the truth and you believe, the 
Holy Spirit fills you at that point. 
 
So then let’s ask ourselves why God gave Cornelius this supernatural utterance that 
communicated to the apostles that they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  As a testimony. 
 
Let’s look over to chapter 11 verse number 14, please.   
 

Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.   And as 
I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.  Then 
remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with 
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  Forasmuch then as God 
gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; 
what was I, that I could withstand God?  When they heard these things, they held 
their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.12 

 
This utterance of tongues, as compared to Acts chapter two, serves as a significant sign to the 
Jews that Gentiles could be saved.  So they resolve in their hearts to take the gospel message to 
the Gentiles.  Time does not permit, but we could go to Acts 8 and see a similar scenario with the 
Samaritans.   
 
Now let’s look at Hebrews two.  The author of Hebrews writes: 
 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to 
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God 
also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?13 

 
I would understand Hebrews chapter two verses three and four as teaching us that these gifts 
were designed to confirm to us that God was saving people.  That is why I underlined for you the 
words “at the first, was confirmed.” This is why we will often call them “the sign gifts,” because 
they were a sign to those at that time.   
 
So here is the bottom line.  Baptists believe that the gap between the conversion and the filling of 
the Holy Spirit was only for those who were converted under Christ’s or the apostles’ early 
ministry (such as Acts 8).  Today the Spirit of Christ fills believers with his presence at the 
moment of conversion, like Cornelius, and remains with the convert for life.  
                                                
12 Acts 11:14-18. 
13 Hebrews 2:3-4. 
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We can look at the book of Acts and see the following three major events: Samaritans getting 
saved, Cornelius getting saved, and converts of John’s baptism getting saved.  In each of these 
events there is a significant manifestation of the Holy Spirit.  After the Holy Spirit came we 
believe that the sign gifts ceased.  Conversely, our Pentecostal brothers and sisters in Christ 
would say that the sign gifts don’t cease.  We would say there are no more apostles. They would 
say that apostles can still continue. Those are differences of opinion in how we interpret the 
Scripture. 
 
Paul taught us, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”14 Paul is 
saying to the church at Corinth that if you are in Christ, you have already been baptized in the 
Spirit, because the Spirit put you in the body of Christ.  
 
Ephesians 1:3 is a very important passage to those who have trusted in Christ, “after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”15 
 
So I would teach that at the moment of conversion a person is given the Holy Spirit. The new 
convert may not understand all that that is involved.  They may not understand all the power that 
the Spirit can give.  But they will develop this understanding through the teaching of God’s 
Word and through their own personal relationship with the Holy Spirit.   
 
You are always sealed with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit always indwells you, but let’s be 
honest one with another. Sometimes we are more filled than others.  Sometimes we are 
struggling between filled and fleshly and it is a literal battle. And this, I believe, is what Paul 
communicates in Ephesians 5:18.  
 
“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”16 
 
When we look at the words “be filled,” we look at the tense in the Greek New Testament.  It 
communicates the idea that we must presently be continually filled with the Spirit today, 
tomorrow, the next day and moment by moment. Because I am filled today doesn’t mean I am 
going to be filled tomorrow. If you slack off in your prayer or you slack off in your devotional 
time, you are not actively asking to be filled with the Spirit. 
 
Acts chapter one shows post-conversion baptism of the Holy Spirit being given to the particular 
assembly standing before our Lord Jesus in Jerusalem.  Today Christians rely upon the written 
promises of the Word of God as their assurance of the gift of life and of the Spirit.   
 
The purpose of tongues in Acts chapter two is the authentication of the fulfillment of Christ’s 
promise.  He said, “I am going to send you a Comforter.” He reveals this in an earth shattering, 
miraculous, amazing way.   

                                                
14 1 Corinthians 12:13.  
15 Ephesians 1:13.  
16 Ephesians 5:18. 
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In Acts chapter two verse six the tongue was clearly every man’s language. That is the basic 
literal interpretation. Let’s recognize that outside of 1 Corinthians 12 through 14, we have no 
other mention of the gift of tongues being in practice in any other epistle by Paul, Peter, John, 
James or any of the others. Our understanding of anything to do with the gift of tongues starts in 
chapter 12 and ends in chapter 14 in 1 Corinthians.  One epistle. That is it. Let’s go through some 
verses. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:28-30 is the first passage.  “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, 
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
governments, diversities of tongues.17 Next he asks some questions. And I have inserted the 
answer although the answer is not in the text. But I believe it is implied. 
 
“Are all apostles?”18  And we would say, “No, all are not apostles.” 
“Are all prophets?19 We would say, “No, all are not prophets. 
“Are all teachers?”20 We would say, “No, everyone is not gifted with teaching. 
“Are all workers of miracles?”21 And we would have to say, “No everyone is not a worker of 
miracles.” 
“Have all the gifts of healing?”22  And we would have to say, “No, all do not have the gift of 
healing.” 
And then we would have to say, “Do all speak with tongues?”23 And the answer is no. 
“[Or] do all interpret?”24 
 
So this idea that you must be able to speak in tongues to be saved is not scriptural. The gift of 
tongues does not save you.  In 1 Corinthians 14:26 I believe that the message here is that all 
things must be done unto edifying.  Chapter 14 verse 26. “How is it then, brethren? when ye 
come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.”25 
 
And so if Acts is practiced, the instruction is that it has to be done in a decent and orderly 
manner. Let’s look at verse number 19. “Yet in the church I [Paul] had rather speak five words 
with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an 
unknown tongue.26 
 
And so he asks the question here: What is the point of speaking in tongues if no one can 
understand the tongue?  He compares five words spoken in a language that all of you can 
understand to 10,000 words that aren’t. 
 

                                                
17 1 Corinthians 12:28. 
18 1 Corinthians 12:29. 
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid.  
22 1 Corinthians 12:30.  
23 Ibid.  
24 Ibid.  
25 Acts 14:26. 
26 Acts 14:19. 
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So now we ask ourselves: Is this a private prayer language?  Look at verses13 through 14:  
 

Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.  
For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is 
unfruitful.27 

 
To be fair, our Pentecostal brothers in Christ would say that this gift of tongues will help you in 
your prayer time or that it will help you communicate with God. But why do I need this when the 
Spirit intercedes for me and we know that the Scripture teaches that and that the Spirit intercedes 
and with groanings and utterances which we don’t even understand?28  
 
And then we would have to take a look at verse eight of chapter 13.  “Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether 
there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”29 
 
So our difference of opinion is that we believe that it ceased at the end of the apostolic age. They 
believe it has not ceased. It is not something that you should not eat lunch together over.  It is not 
something that you should pick a fight over every single day.  Love that brother in Christ and 
just recognize that you have a difference in when you believe that it ceases.  
 
If tongues is of critical importance, why isn’t there any reference to this gift as being a 
prerequisite for being a pastor or an elder or a deacon in 1 Timothy three? Another question we 
might ask is if tongues is important for prayer, why didn’t Jesus make any reference to this gift 
in his teaching ministry when he taught us to pray?  We might say tongues in the Church at 
Corinth is different. 
 
In Acts chapter two unbelievers understand what was being spoken without the need for 
prophecy.  They understood in their own language. The Scripture does not communicate that 
there were interpreters there.  In 1 Corinthians 14 something is different.  
In verse 23 it says: 
 

If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with 
tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not 
say that ye are mad?  But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth 
not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all.30 

 
So here lies the difference. “And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling 
down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.”31 Paul is saying 
here that if you walk into an assembly, or if an unbeliever walks into an assembly and everything 
is done with tongues and there isn’t proper interpretation and the message isn’t communicated in 
a language that he can understand he is going to say, “They are mad.” But if it is in a language 

                                                
27 Acts 14:13-14. 
28 Romans 8:26 
29 1 Corinthians 13:8. 
30 1 Corinthians 14:23-24. 
31 1 Corinthians 14:25. 
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that he can understand he is going to be convicted of his heart of the truth and he will say in his 
heart, “he will worship God and report that God is in you of a truth.”32 
 
If the gift of tongues is so important, why doesn’t Paul make any reference to it in his letter to 
the Church at Romans in Romans 12 where he lists numerous other spiritual gifts?  So let’s look 
at verses 15 and 16 of chapter 14.   
 

What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding 
also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.  Else 
when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the 
unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what 
thou sayest?33 

 
If you have the gift of tongues, speak privately in your own private prayer closets because if you 
speak the gift of tongues at a public assembly and no one can interpret the congregation cannot 
be edified if they cannot understand.  
 
Finally, if the gift of tongues is an important gift that all believers should actively pursue, why 
isn’t there any record from post apostolic church fathers including instruction about the 
perpetuation of this gift? Augustine, for example, one of the greatest church theologians makes 
no reference to tongues in any of his writings.  
 
Our fourth article of faith clearly communicates our conclusion. Every believer should earnestly 
seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit every day. He or she must realize that this filling requires a 
submission to the will and Word of God and will produce the fruit of the Spirit. Faith is needed, 
not a special prayer language, to be intimate with God and have our prayers answered. The 
greatest spiritual gifts edify the body of Christ and not an individual. 
 
 

                                                
32 Ibid. 
33 1 Corinthians 14:15-16. 


