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Be Exalted, O God 

 

1For the choir director; set to Al-tashheth [which, translated, is “Do Not Destroy”]. A 

Mikhtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave. 

 

Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, 

For my soul takes refuge in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge 

Until destruction passes by. 
2 I will cry to God Most High, 

To God who accomplishes all things for me. 
3 He will send from heaven and save me; 

He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. 

God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth. 

 
4 My soul is among lions; 

I must lie among those who breathe forth fire, 

Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 
5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 
6 They have prepared a net for my steps; 

My soul is bowed down; 

They dug a pit before me; 

They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah. 

 
7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! 
8 Awake, my glory! 

Awake, harp and lyre! 

I will awaken the dawn. 
9 I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; 

I will sing praises to You among the nations. 
10 For Your lovingkindness is great to the heavens 

And Your truth to the clouds. 
11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

(Ps. 57, NASB, here and hereafter) 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!” (Rom. 11:33)  Here is something unfathomable: 

the LORD brings great riches out of the utter poverty and the desperate circumstances of His people.  

The period of David’s life when he was fleeing from Saul was a rich period for him in terms of the 

psalms he wrote, his prayers inspired by the Holy Spirit; riches for him - and for the church that 

feeds upon these psalms, both before the coming of Christ and after.  Here he is, on the run, without 
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home, separated from his family, his wife, with a murderous, spear-carrying madman pursuing 

him, and him with an army!  And from that period come nine of our psalms.  I have been focusing 

on a particularly rich period early in the flight, basically covering 1 Sam. 21-22, from which at 

least 3, if not 5, of these psalms came.  Two weeks ago I preached on Ps. 142, another Psalm stated 

to be from David when he was in a cave.  As with that psalm, I cannot know when he penned this 

psalm, whether it really dates from the his time in this cave, the cave of Adullam, that we find him 

in after he fled from Gath, at the beginning of 1 Sam. 22 - all I say is that the movements of his 

heart that are here recorded are fit for the circumstance, and are greatly fitting for us, for the church, 

for us individually as believers when faced with what seems to us certain ruin. 

This psalm, too, is a prayer, and one that fits nicely with what was written in Ps. 142.  He 

petitions the Lord, and knows that he must continue to cry to the Lord, and so prays: 

Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, 

For my soul takes refuge in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge 

Until destruction passes by. 
2 I will cry to God Most High, . . . 

 (Ps.57:1-2a) 

As in Ps. 142, God is his refuge; a cave simply will not suffice.  It is under God’s sheltering wings 

that he seeks refuge until the storms of destruction pass by (ESV).  That was how he saw Saul: as 

a storm, an obliterating force.  I don’t think David would have known tsunamis, or hurricanes, but 

he would have known storms from the desert, storms of heat and sand; snow, and the sort of storms 

like those that came upon the Sea of Galilee to the north.  Cities have been destroyed by storms, 

as cities have been buried in volcanic ash; prosperity vanishes, countless lives lost, entombed in 

mud or stone.  You know what storms you are in, what storms we are in as a church, what storms 

our nation is suffering from, what storms the whole world suffers from since the Fall.  In times 

like this (that is, at all times), our most desperate need is to keep our minds stayed upon the LORD, 

upon God, and we can follow David’s example in this psalm.  David in this psalm seems to be 

walking toward the mouth of the cave, out of the darkness of the cave and of his circumstances, 

and into the dawning of God’s glorious light.  Let us follow him. 

 

I.  God Who Accomplishes (v. 2b-3). 

When David cries to God, his refuge, his words are not empty; he bears in mind things 

regarding this God to Whom he prays: 

2 I will cry to God Most High, 

To God who accomplishes all things for me. 
3 He will send from heaven and save me; 

He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. 

God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth. 

(Ps.57:2-3) 
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First we have: “[t]o God who accomplishes all things for me.”  This is the God to Whom he prays, 

to One who accomplishes all things for him.  God who accomplishes.  If that is so about God, is 

He not altogether worthy of our prayers, as no one else is?  In the NASB that I read, the words “all 

things” are italicized, which means that the words are lacking in the original.  In fact, my 

understanding is that there are simply no words there in the Hebrew; it is only “[t]o God who 

accomplishes . . . for me.”  We have a transitive verb with no object, and our English balks at that.  

What is it that is accomplished?  So, our various translations supply an object, and not without 

reason; in the NASB, and in the King James (both the Authorized Version and the New) it is all 

things.  He accomplishes, or performs, all things for me; the lack of a word here is taken, as some 

commentators say, as a carte blanche – a blank check, and in a certain sense, yes. In the ESV, the 

old NIV and the RSV: He fulfills His purpose toward me, His purpose for me.  In the old 1599 

Geneva: His promise toward me, that is what God performs.  None of these are false; I think they 

are true, and justified by other Scripture, but they are insertions, interpolations.  We have similar 

words at the end of Ps. 138, also of David: 

8 The Lord will accomplish what concerns me; 

Your lovingkindness, O Lord, is everlasting; 

Do not forsake the works of Your hands. 

 (Ps.138:8) 

Will God’s purpose for David, and more broadly for His people, not be accomplished?  Will His 

purpose for His people fail?  Will it be that what He promised us will not be not done?  Three 

times, no.  Does He lack ability to accomplish His promise?  No. Will He forget?  No. Will He 

find Himself impeded?  No. Is His love changeable so that He will think better of what He has 

promised?  No. Will His lovingkindness come to an end?  No. Will He forsake the work of His 

hands? No. Then pray for all that, align your will with God’s. 

But it is not as if the psalmist does not tell us what God accomplishes.  In one sense, the 

insertion was unneeded, for we have the substance of what God accomplishes in the next verse: 

3 He will send from heaven and save me; 

He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. 

 (Ps.57:3a) 

Here we have certainty regarding salvation and regarding the judgment that God will render upon 

his enemies.  David is certain of being saved from this situation because he has a promise, figured 

in the anointing by Samuel, that he will be the next king, to follow Saul, who is now rejected by 

God.  He has to survive because God has promised that he will be king.  That is God’s purpose for 

him, and God will work all things to accomplish that purpose.  Moreover, the ruin and disgrace 

that is to come upon Saul is certain as well.  Although we don’t know which cave it is that David 

is hiding in, and precisely when this happens, we do know that this dates from his fleeing from 

Saul.  He hasn’t become king yet.  And moreover, he hasn’t received all the promises God will 

promise him.  The Davidic covenant is still in the future – the promise of God building David a 

house, of an everlasting kingdom, which is fulfilled in Christ.  That glorious promise has not yet 

fallen on his ears.  But what God has promised so far, David is assured that He will do, and reminds 

himself of that, that God will accomplish all things toward that promised purpose. 
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So, well and good for David.  Perhaps you are thinking, what good is this to us? I am not 

promised to be a king.  True enough, we have only this: we have promises even better than those 

that given to David.  If he has reason for confidence, we more so; if he has comfort in what he has 

been promised, we more so.  Why do I say that?  Because of this: 

6But now He [Jesus Christ] has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the 

mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises. 

[Heb. 8:6; emphasis mine] 

David lived under the covenant given to Moses; the Holy Spirit says here that the covenant in 

Christ’s blood is better, and is attended with better promises – and elsewhere, that His priesthood 

is better than the Levitical priesthood, as it has a better hope (7:19). True, he had other particular 

promises, but let us think on what is promised us and compare for ourselves. 

Here, brothers and sisters, I do not know where to start; the promises of God given to those 

who have fled to Christ for refuge are so many, so vast, that time would fail me to speak of them.  

They are, as Peter says, precious and magnificent (2 Peter 1:4) – so much so that if I didn’t find 

them in Scripture, I would consider mad any man who claimed them.  But there they are.  Let me 

give but a few.  Since David is looking forward to salvation and vindication, I speak here not of 

what we have, already, in Christ Jesus – all the facets of that wonderful jewel we call redemption 

that were preached to us two years ago as wonders of our redemption, and all these we enjoy now.  

But there are graces that lie yet in the future, just as certain as the things we have received.   

As children of God, believers in Christ are promised an inheritance: 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 

heaven for you, 5who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. 

[1 Peter 1:3-5] 

This promised inheritance is a blessing (1 Peter 3:9), and the Spirit that God has given us is a 

pledge of it (Eph. 1:13-14).  What is it comprised of?  Jesus says: 

1“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In My Father’s house are 

many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
3If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, 

there you may be also.” 

[John 14:1-3] 

Here is our inheritance: God Himself, for the dwelling of God is to be with man, for us to be His 

people and Him to be our God (Rev. 21:3-4).  Here is the blessing of Aaron fulfilled: the Lord, 

having blessed us and kept us, now will His face shine upon us, His countenance be lifted up on 

us, giving us peace.  How is it that we will be there?  In spirit only, or in body?   Several scattered 

verses from 1 Cor. 15: 

22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ 

the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming . . .  42So also is the resurrection of 
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the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable body; 43it is sown in dishonor, it 

is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised 

a spiritual body. . .. 49Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of 

the heavenly. . .  51Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

[from 1 Cor. 15] 

We confess this in the Apostle’s Creed: we believe in the resurrection of the body, the life 

everlasting.  In the Nicene Creed, it is stated even better: we await the resurrection of the dead.  

We long for it, pant for it, most earnestly desire it, we in these poor, frail, failing bodies.  And we 

have already read that we shall bear the image of heavenly man, but as John says elsewhere: 

2Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know 

that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 

[1 John 3:2] 

To be like Christ.  We are to be glorified – it is so certain that in the golden chain in Romans 8:29-

30 it is stated in the past tense: foreknown, predestined, called, justified, - yes, but also glorified. 

These are some of the promises given us – I could go on; read for yourselves the promises 

made to those who overcome in each of the letters to the churches of the Apocalypse in Rev. 2-3, 

and be filled with awe.  No, we are not called to be a king of an earthly kingdom for a few years, 

and then, God having fulfilled his purpose for us in this life, pass away and decay as Paul says of 

David in Acts 13:36.  We have better promises than David – and I take it that David shares in 

those, and David himself prophesies of life everlasting in Psalms such numerous places, and so 

saw shadows of these promises.  It is surely worth a pause, a Selah, as we consider all the grace 

that God has promised us that is sure to come to us.  But David continues: these works reveal 

God’s character, specifically lovingkindness and truth – or, His steadfast love and faithfulness as 

the ESV renders it.  Here David returns, as he so often does, to that proclamation of God’s name, 

of His character, that was given to Moses as He was hidden in the rock, in a smaller cave: 

6Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, 

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; 7who keeps 

lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means 

leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren 

to the third and fourth generations.” 

[Ex. 34:6,7] 

Here is what God is like to us sinners, people who would turn so quickly and make a golden calf 

as an idol: compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and truth  

Truth here does not mean facts in accord with reality – it means personal truthfulness, or 

faithfulness, as when we call someone a true friend.  He is like Faithful in Bunyan’s Progress.  But 

when men will fail us, God will not.  Faithfulness.  His lovingkindness, that steadfast love is kept 

to thousands.  There is discipline, there are consequences for sin, but there is lovingkindness and 

truth.  This is the God Whom we call out to, and in Whom we hide!   
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II.  God and Man Contrasted. 

In the verses that follow, David returns to his circumstances, and confesses his anguish 

certainly, but also more: he contrasts the God to Whom he prays with mankind.  God and Man 

are contrasted. 

4 My soul is among lions; 

I must lie among those who breathe forth fire, 

Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows 

And their tongue a sharp sword. 
5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 
6 They have prepared a net for my steps; 

My soul is bowed down; 

They dug a pit before me; 

They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah. 

(Ps.57:4-6) 

See God and man contrasted: a verse about God sandwiched between two about men.  His soul is 

among lions – that is how he views the sons of men among whom he must lie down and become 

vulnerable in sleep.  Not only like lions, but like dragons, breathing fire.  Their teeth are deadly, 

like spears and arrow, and their tongues, their speech, the way they use words, like a sharp sword.  

He confesses, as in Ps. 142, that the way before him is full of snares, as God knows full well: there 

is a net before him, a pit dug – no doubt they would do to him as the brothers did to Joseph, or 

worse – what they originally intended, his death.  All this bows David’s soul within him.   

Who are these lions, these dragons? The easiest answer is that they are Saul and his men, 

the enemies of David most explicitly.  But there is more here than that.  Apply these words to 

David in Chapter 24 of 1 Samuel, hiding in the cave with his men when Saul comes in to relieve 

himself.  Here his enemy is, most vulnerable, and his own men give him counsel to kill Saul, while 

he has the chance.  Opportunity, divinely ordained, or so they interpret it.  Here is a real temptation 

put before David: to engineer what God has promised, and all he has to do is put his hand against 

the Lord’s anointed.  Who are David’s worst enemies here?  Saul and his men, pursuing him to 

death, or his own men, counseling him to sin?  David every night must lie down with his men, who 

would counsel murder – his soul lies down among lions.  Those who are “on our side,” as we like 

to say, they too can be as lions threatening our souls.   

But it goes further than that.  It is not only a revelation of what David’s enemies are like, 

or even his own men, - but, sadly, it reveals what David himself is like.  Imagine yourself as Uriah, 

in the midst of battle, still a bit mystified by that odd trip back to Jerusalem, and the offer of a 

respite from war and time with your wife – imagine yourself, turning to see the army withdrawing 

from you, leaving you alone and vulnerable, and imagine a revelation given to you at that moment 

of all that it meant: David had committed adultery with your wife, he had tried to cover it up with 

your affection for your wife, and now has contrived a way to kill you with the sword of the 

Ammonites.  “Surely, my soul was lying among lions, and I did not know it.”  He lay asleep at 

David’s door, and even trusted himself in drink from David, such was his confidence in his king.  
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And that’s what David did, this man after God’s own heart, whom the Spirit had already used to 

write psalms such as this one.  The mystery of iniquity. 

Here is why I say that these verses speak to more than simply the enemies that are before 

David, but apply to all mankind.  Paul could have quoted these verses in Rom. 3: 

9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and 

Greeks are all under sin; 10as it is written, 

 “There is none righteous, not even one; 
11There is none who understands, 

There is none who seeks for God; 
12All have turned aside, together they have become useless; 

There is none who does good, 

There is not even one.” 
13“Their throat is an open grave, 

With their tongues they keep deceiving,” 

“The poison of asps is under their lips”; 
14“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”; 
15“Their feet are swift to shed blood, 
16Destruction and misery are in their paths, 
17And the path of peace they have not known.” 
18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

(Rom. 3:9-18) 

These quotes, apart from one from Is. 59, and one from the first chapter of Proverbs, are from 

Psalms 14, 53, 5, 140, 10, and 36, all of them psalms of David.  In each, there is a situation of 

conflict, and there are the wicked pitted against the afflicted people of God, often David himself.  

So one might think the words apply to some, but not all, people.  And yet Paul applies them as a 

universal condemnation of mankind.  Should we object to how the Holy Spirit interprets the words 

which the Holy Spirit inspired earlier?  Ridiculous!  Here is the painful, dreadful truth: we are like 

lions, dragons, our speech is like a forest fire, apart from God’s grace at work in us.  Can we 

receive this dreadful diagnosis of who we are?  We must if we are to flee to that only refuge, to 

Christ Jesus, the sole cure for this rebellious cancer of ours, the only atonement for this sin of ours.  

Our souls object: we’ve never caused that much harm, never caused that much of a storm of 

destruction.  What virtue is it that we have simply not had opportunity?  Or (like me) simply been 

too much a coward, one vice defeating another?  Is there any virtue in that that we could boast of 

in any sane moment?  Not every man is placed like a Hitler or a Stalin, or a Herod, or a Saul, to 

do so much damage.  But that’s no compliment to us – it is simply the position of little power in 

which God in His Providence has placed us.  If you have not fled to Christ for refuge, repented 

and believe, do so, for here is the condition of your soul, and here is the judgment that is certain: 

They dug a pit before me; 

They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah. 

(Ps.57:6b) 

Here we take a somber, sobering pause.  If you have received Christ, if you are His, if you are 

regenerate, adopted, reconciled to God, sanctified– rejoice in what you have been spared from: not 
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only the pit dug for you by others, but the pit you would have dug for yourself.  Here see the 

purposes of God, what He has promised you, accomplished: you are spared, and have great 

promises as we have already heard.  All things accomplished for you.  If you have not, consider – 

and flee to Christ as refuge as if Saul himself were on your tail – because your situation is actually 

worse: you have the world, the flesh and devil pursuing you to your destruction.  And you have 

great promises awaiting you. 

In the middle of all that, David contrasts sinful mankind, that rebellious house, with God: 

5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

 (Ps.57:5) 

Here is the diamond against the black velvet: think of God’s lovingkindness and truth, His steadfast 

love and faithfulness, which David has already confessed.  Is He not highly exalted?  Is His glory 

not over all this cursed earth?  By sandwiching this verse in between the verses about men, we are 

led to see the glorious contrast, and see the incomparable goodness of God.   More than that: think 

of the one man to whom these verses about men do not apply: think of Christ Jesus, the God-man, 

the Lamb without blemish, come to take away the sins of the world, Whose food it was to do the 

will of the Father, Who spoke what the Father gave Him to speak, Who did what He saw the Father 

doing, Whose heart could truly say, “not My will, but Thine,” the Son in Whom God was well 

pleased.  He, being God in the flesh, Emmanuel, He is exalted above the heavens – His glory is 

above all the earth. 

 

III.  God Most Exalted. 

And so, we are led to worship, and consider God most exalted: 

7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! 
8 Awake, my glory! 

Awake, harp and lyre! 

I will awaken the dawn. 
9 I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; 

I will sing praises to You among the nations. 
10 For Your lovingkindness is great to the heavens 

And Your truth to the clouds. 
11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

(Ps. 57:7-11) 

Here see David, at the mouth of the cave, sunlight breaking in the east, but the heavenly host, the 

stars, still visible, but clouds coloring the sky.  He is not worshipping the sun, not even the starry 

host – He would awaken the dawn itself to sing praises to God.  The sky, the heavens: these declare 

the glory of God, proclaim His handiwork (Ps. 19:1).  David wants his instruments, his harp and 

his lyre, to awake and to awaken.  David didn’t know a pipe organ in his life, but if he had, I think 
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he would have wanted that too – that would be loud enough to awake the dawn!  These words here 

seem to me not fitting to the cave into which Saul came, where silence was most necessary.  Here, 

even if men have joined to him, Saul seems to be at some distance, and so there is some measure 

of safety, and a joyful noise is called for.  But still there is some risk.  He might give himself away, 

but it is worth it, to praise God.  To God he would give thanks, - more than that, he would sing 

among the peoples, praise God among the nations.  He desires ever-expanding worship of this 

most worthy God.  In Psalm 142 he was assured that the righteous would surround him, for he was 

assured that God would deal bountifully with him (Ps. 142:7). In Psalm 34 before that, he asked: 

2Therefore, O magnify the Lord with me, 

And let us exalt His name together. 

(Ps. 34:2) 

He consistently desires worship of God to increase.  There are not enough people worshipping 

God.  The humble will hear, and be glad; those who look to him will be radiant, their faces not 

ashamed (Ps. 34:2,5). David was granted his desire: even this morning David’s words have no 

doubt been read or sung in lands to the east of us, and by many who place themselves at great risk 

by awakening the dawn, for there are those who would kill them, imprison them, torture them, for 

exalting the one true and living God and His Christ.  David’s words, wrought in the furnace of this 

affliction, are no doubt great, rich provision to these, our suffering brothers. 

But not only are there not enough people worshipping the one true God, this frail flesh 

worships not as he should.  I feel great unworthiness as I read these words: 

7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises! 

 (Ps. 57:7) 

This heart of mine, steadfast?  Twice steadfast?  If only you knew – but I think if you know your 

own heart, you do know how weak mine is.  God altogether knows, and it is true that even David 

himself would prove time and again, in ways small and large, that his heart was not steadfast.  Why 

these words, then?  Let me suggest, that we have a steadfast leader in our worship of the Father: 

the Son.  In Ps. 22, which is a Messianic Psalm prophesying of the sufferings of Christ Jesus, after 

His soul is delivered, after He is saved from the mouth of the lion, Christ says: 

22I will tell of Your name to my brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly I will praise You. . . 
 

25From You comes my praise in the great assembly; 

I shall pay my vows before those who fear Him. 
 

27All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, 

And all the families of the nations will worship before You. 

 (Ps. 22:22,25,27) 

If you sense your weakness, that you are not steadfast, turn to Christ.  He is steadfast, and He, our 

great high priest, who has passed through the heavens, will lead you in worship. 
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David returns to what he exalted God for before: His lovingkindness, His truth. His 

steadfast love, His faithfulness.  Here is how great they are: steadfast love, great to the heavens, 

faithfulness, to the clouds.  David seems out of the cave, here, and in the open air, seeing the 

clouds, the heavens, and how they declare God’s glory – particularly in His lovingkindness and 

His truth, so precious they are to one who knows he needs refuge.   

See here God accomplishing all things for David, and for us, His people.  What is the 

purpose of David, of any of us?  To worship God.  To glorify Him, to enjoy Him forever.  And 

David is doing that here, and giving us words to do just that.  And God has granted it, God has 

accomplished it, God has performed it.  If we have worshipped this morning, it is God’s work, and 

may He be praised and thanked for it.  From the prophet Joel - 

12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 

“Return to Me with all your heart, 

And with fasting, weeping and mourning; 
13 And rend your heart and not your garments.” 

Now return to the Lord your God, 

For He is gracious and compassionate, 

Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness 

And relenting of evil. 
14 Who knows whether He will not turn and relent 

And leave a blessing behind Him, 

Even a grain offering and a drink offering 

For the Lord your God? 

 (Joel 2:12-14) 

God would grant them to worship, even in the midst of ruin of famine and drought, God’s 

discipline for a sinning people. It is God’s accomplishment.  Repent.  Believe.  We know more 

than in those days, how a holy God can be gracious and compassionate, abounding in 

lovingkindness and relent of the calamity of eternal punishment.  Only through the blood of Christ, 

which takes away sins.  Christ, the perfect man, Christ, as priest our steadfast leader in worship. 

These worshipping words of David I pray be ours.  If we are in a cave, fleeing, or if we are 

a king, leading people into a battle, they are ours.  These last 5 verses are repeated in Ps. 108, a 

plea of David for victory in battle, when some measure of defeat has already been felt.  Knowing 

that the salvation of man is vain, he worships with these words, and pleads to God.  He knows God 

who accomplishes, knows how different is He from man, and sees God most greatly exalted. 

11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; 

Let Your glory be above all the earth. 

(Ps. 57:11) 

Preached, I pray, for God’s glory and the strengthening of His people, 1/27/19 

Strict quotations are from NASB  


